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t H E 

Ji 1 ST O R Y 

or TkiE 
JpROickfibiNos and Debates 

Of tl* TfflRD SESSION of the 

HOUSE of COMMONS 

X)f THS 

Fourteenth iParliament of Great Britain ; 
Appointed to nxcct at Wiftminjier^ en Tburfdajy the 31ft Day 

hpttE king opened the reflion with the following Tpeech : 
■*' Aty Lords andXfenfUmen, 

Nothing could have alFordcd m^ To miich ratisfafiion as to 
have been able to infonn VoU, at the opening of this fe(Iion» 
that the troiibles> which nave To long diftraded my colonies 
In North America*, were at an end ; and that my unhappy 
people^ recov'ered from their delufion, had delivered them- 
lelves frotn the oppreilion of their leaders^ and returned to 
their duty': hut fo daring and defperate is thefpirit of thofe 
leaders, whofe objed has always been dominion and power, 
that they haVe \\6vr openly reboimced all allegiance to the 
crown, and all political connexion with this country ; they 
have reje&ed) with circumftances of indignity and infult|p 
the means of conciliation held out to them under the autho- 
rity of our commiflion ; and have prefumed to fet up their 
Rebellious Confederacies for independent, dates* If their 
treafon be fuiFered to take root, much mifchief mud grovr 
from it) to the fafety of my loyal colonies, to the commerce 
of my kingdoms) and indeed to the prefent fydem of all Eu- 
rope. One ^reat advantage, however, will be derived from 
the obJeA ot the rebels being openly avowed, and clearly 
underftood i we fliall have uiuinlmity at home, founded in 
the general coniridlion of the juftice and neceffity of our 
intafares. 

Vol. V. B lam 
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6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776; 

. I am hfappjF to irform you, that, by tlie blcffing of Divitie 
Proviclenee on the good conda£l: and valour of my officers 
and forces by fea and land, and on the zeal and bravery of 
the auxiliary troops in my fervi^e, Canada is recovered ; and 
although, from unavoidable delays, the operations at New 
York eoulil not begin before the month of Auguft, the fuc* 
cefs in that province has been fo important as to give the 
-ftrongeft' hopes of the moft decifive good confequences : but, 
notwithftanding this fair profped, we muft, at all events, 
prepare for another campaign. 

I continue to receive afTurances of amity from the feveral 
courts of Europe ; and am ufing my utmoft endeavours to 
conciliate the unhappy diiFerences between two neighbouring 
powers.; and I fiillhope, that all tnifimdeTftandings may be 
retnoved, and Europe continue to enjoy the ineftimablc blelT- 
ings of peace : 1 think neverthelefs, that, in4he prefent fitu* 
ation of aifairs, it is expedient t)iat we Ihould be in a refpe^^ 
able (late of defence at home. 

Gentiemen of the Houfi of CnmmonSr 

I will order the edimates for the enfuing year to be laid 
before you. It is matter of real concern to me, that the imn 
portant confiderations which I have dated to you mud necef- 
farily be followed by great ex pence : I doubt not, however, 
but that my faithful Commons will readily and cheerfully 
grant me fuch fupplies, as the maintenance of the^ honour of 
xny crown, the vindication of the juft rights of Parliament^ 
and the public welfare, •(hall be found to require. 
My Lords and Gentlemeriy 

In this arduous conteil I can have no other objed but, to 
promote the true intereft of all my fubjefls. No people ever 
enjoyed more happinefs, or liv^d under a milder government, 
than th'ofe now revolted provinces ; the improvements in every 
art, of which they boafl, declare it ; their numbers, their 
wealth, their ftrength by' fea and land, which they think 
fufficient to enable them to make head againft the whole 
power of the mother- country, are irrefragable proofs of it. 
My de(ire is to reftore to them the bleffings of law and liber- 
ty, equally enjoyed by every Briti(h fuHjjeEl, which they 
have fatally and defperately exchanged for all the caJamities 
of war, and the arbitriyfy^ tyranny of their chiefs. 

Mr: Neville moved,, that an hunr)ble addrefs bc.prefented 
to his Majefty, to return his Majefly the thanks of this 
Houfc for his naoft gracious fpeech from the throne: 

' To 
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7\> aflure his Majes^y^ ih^, Sv^iUe.w^ Igment ibc contiou* 
ance of the troubles whic^hhave fo Iongdi(lra£led his colon ief 
in North America) smd of the calamities and opprefTions 
which pur unhappy feHow-fubjeAs are ftill fuiTeringy under 
the arbitrary tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear to 
exprefs our deteftation and abhorrence of the audacious and 
defperate fpirit of aitibitioni wl^ich has at lad carried tbofe 
Jeaders fo far as openly to renounce all allegiance to the 
crowoy and all political connexion with this country ; and^ 
in dired* terms, to prefume to fet qp.tlieir rebellious cqnfe-> 
.deraciesffor inclepeiideiit ftates : 

That we confider their reje^ipn of the gracious and conde- 
fcending means of recoticiliatton, held out to theni under the 
authority of his Majefty's coi^poiffion, as a frefli and con- 
vincing proof that the objeA.of thefe men has always been 
.power and. dominion; biit we can ioipute the circumftances 
of indignity and.infult accomp^ying this proceeding, to no 
other mQtive than a refentment of his Ms^jciiy's firm and 
conftant adherence to the maintenance of the conilitutional 
jcights of Parliament, diveded of eyery poflible view of any ; 
Separate interefts of the crown : dnd to affure his Majefty^ 
'that the fame attachment of his.Majedy to the parliament- 
ary authority of Great Britain, which hath provoked the in- 
folence.of the chiefs of this re|jellion, cannot but operate, as 
it ought to do, in fixing his Majefty ftill deeper, if poflible, 
in the affeflions of a Britifti Houfe of Commons : 

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence, to 
exprefs our unfeigned j(»y, and to offer our fincere congratu- 
lations to his Majefty, on the fuccefs which has attended the 
good condudi and valour of his Majefty's officers and forces, 
both by fea and land, and the zeal and bravery of the auxi- 
liary troops in his fervice, in the recovery of Canada, and in 
the important operations in the province of New York, 
which give the (Irongeft hopes of the moft: decifive good 
coufequences : 

To affure his Majefty, that we learn, with much fatisfac- 
tion, that his Majefty continues to receive alFurances of ami- 
ty from the feveral.coiirtsof Europe; and that we thank- 
fully acknowledge his Majeity's gocdnefs and paternal concern 
for the happinefs of his people, in his conftant attention to 
prefcrve the general tranquillity y and that it is our moft ear- 
neft wifh, that^ by his Majefty 's interppfition, all mifuQder- 
ftandings and differenced between two neighbouring powers 

B 2 may 
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ttity he haffpHy reconciled, and Europe ftill enjoy the blelT* 
ings of i^e^e : 

That we confidcr it as a duty we owe to his Majefty, and 
to thofe we repre(ent| to graht his Majefly fuch fupplies as 
the weighty confiderations which his Majefly has been 
pleafed to (late to tis, (hall be found to require ; apd we have 
i well-grounded confidence, th^t at thU time, when theob- 
jcdik of the rebels is openly avowed, and clearly underftood, 
the general convi£iion of the juAice and neceility of his Ma- 
jefty 'smearures muft' unite all ranks of his faithful fubjeds in ' 
fupporting his Majefty with one niind and heart in the great 
national caufe in which he is engaged. 
Mr. Hatton fcconded the motion. 

Lord yohn Cavendijb difapproved of the propo(ed addrefs, 
an^ moved the following amendment : To alfure his Ma- 
jefty, that animated with (he moft earneft and fincere zeal 
for his true tntereft, and the real glory of his reign, we be- 
hold with inexpreffible concern, the minds of a very large, 
and lately loyal and affectionate pah of his people entirely 
lalienated from hi$ government ; nor can we conceive that 
fuch an event as the difafledlion and revolt of a whole peo- 
ple, cotild have taken place, without fome conCderable errors 
in the condu6l obfefved towards them. 

Thefe erroneous meafures, we conceive, are to be im- 
puted to a want of fuflScient information being laid before 
Parliament, and to too larg^ a degree of confidence being 
repofed in thofe miniftcrs, who from their duty were obliged, 
and from their official fituation were beft enabled to know the 
temper and difpofition of his Majefty's American fubjeds, 
and Were therefore preTumed moll capable of pointing out 
fuch meafures as might produce the moft fiflutary effeds^ 
Hence the fchemes which were formed for the rednftion and 
chaftifement of a fuppofed inconfiderable party of fadious 
men, have driven thirteen large provinces to defpair. Every 
z(X which has been propofed as a means of procuring peace 
and fubtniflion, has become a new caufe of war and revolt ; 
and we now find ourfelves almoft inextricably involved in a 
bloody and expenfive civil war; which, befides exhaufting 
at prefent the ftrength of all his Majefty's dominions, expo* 
fing our allies to the defigns of their and bur enemies, and 
leaving this kingdom in a moft perilous fituation, threatens, 
in its iiTne, the moft deplorable calamities to the whole Bri- 
tilh race. 

We 
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We cannot avoid lamenting, that in confequeficr of the 
credit given to the repfefentation of mintftersy no bearing 
has been given to the reiterated cotn plaints and petitions of 
the colonies, neither has any ground been laid jfor removing 
the original caufe of thefe unhappy differences, which took 
their rife from queltions relative to parliamentary proceed- 
ings, and can be fettled only by parliamentary authority. 

By this fatal omiflion, the commiflioners nominated for 
the apparent purpofe of niaking peace, were furnifhed with 
no legal powers, but that of givmg or withholding pardons 
at their pleafure, and that for relaxing the feverities of 9 
iingle penal aA of Parliament ; leaving the whole foundation 
of this unhappy cont rover lyjuft a& it itood in the beginning. 

To reprerent.tobis.M^jeflyi^ that in addition to this neg- 
leA, when,' in the beginning of the lafl feflion, his Majefty, 
in his gracious fpeech'to both Houfes of Parliament, de- 
clared his refolution of fending out corhmiflioners for the 
purpofes therein expreiTed, *' as^fpeedily^as poflible,*' nofuch 
CommifEoners were fent until feven^'months afterwards, and 
vntil the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of the only 
town then held by his Majefty in the thirteen colonies. By 
this delay, ads of the mod critical nature, the effeAs of 
which mud as much depend on the power of .immediately rcf- 
laxing them on fubmimon, as in enforcing them upon difo* 
bedience, had only an operation to inflame and exafperate* 
But if any colony, town, or place, had been induced to fubf» 
ipit by the terrors of thefe ads, there were none on the place 
of power to feftore the people fo fubmitting to the common 
rights of fubjedion. . The inhabitants of the colonies, ap- 
prised that they were put out of the protedion of government, 
and feeing no pi^ans provided for their entering into it, were 
furnifhed with reafons but too colourable for breaking off 
their dependency on the crown of this kingdom. 

To aifurc^ his'Majefty, that, removing our confidence from 
thofe who in fo many inftances have grofsfy abufcd it, we 
fhall endeavour to reftpre to Parliament the confidence of all 
his people* 1, it inay t5e advifable to make a more 

minute inq grievances of the colonies, as well as 

into ;the a inifters w}th fegard td them. We 

flaay think irticularly to inquire how it has hap- 

pened, tha r<ie o|f ifiis kingdom h^s been left ex- 

pofed tp thi tfte colonies, at the very time when 

their feamen and fiihermen, being indifcriminately prohi* 
bited from the peaceful exercife X)f their occupations, and 
declared open enemies, mufl be expected, with a certain ^flii- 
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fance, fo bctate themfelv^S to phmder, and to ivreak their 
revenge on the commerce of Great Britain. 

That we untlerftand, that amidft the many difaftets an4 
difgraces which have attended on his Majefty's arms in many 
parts of America?, an advantage has been gained by his Ma^ 
jefty's Britifli ind foreign mercenary forces^ \h the p^oviircd 
of New York. That if a wife, modtratfe, and provident ftf^ 
Be made of this advantage, it is not improbable that happy 
iffe^s may refutt from that ufe. And we affure his Majefty,| 
that nothing Ihall be wanting on our part, to enable his Ma- 
jeffy to take full advantage of any difpofitions to rtconcilia^ 
tfibn which may be the confequence of the miferies of war^ 
by laying down/ on our_part, real permanent grounds of con- 
nexion between Great Britain and her colonies, ot) princi- 
ples of liberty and terms of mutual advantage. 

That whilft we lament this effofion of Engliih blood 
(which we hope has not been greater, or other than necef- 
fity required and honour juftifiedj^ we ibotild moil heartily 
idngratulate his Majefty on any event leading to the greaf 
defirable end, of fettling a peace which might promife to l^ft,- 
by the reftoration of the ancient affedion which has happily 
fubfifted in former times between this kingdom and its colo- 
nies. Any other would neceffarily require (even in cafe of 
a total conqueft) an army to m^intairi it, ruinou$ to the 
finances, and incompatible with the freedom of his Majefty's 
people. We fiiould look with the utmoft ffiiame apd hotroTf 
on any events that fhotild tend to break' the fpirit of any \ztg<^ 
part of the Britifh nation ; to bow them to an abjeS tin^ 
conditional fubmiflion to any power whatfoever ; to annihi- 
late their liberties, and to fubdue them to fervile principle^ 
and paflive habits, by the mere force of foreign mercetiary 
arms ; becaufe, amidfl the excefles ^nd abufes which hdve 
happened, we muft refpcft the fpirit and principles operating - 
ih thefe commotions. Our wiih is to regulate, not to de- 
flroy th^m ; for, though differing in fome circumftanceSj^ 
thofe very principles evidently bear fo exaft an analogy with 
thofe which frtpport the moft valuable part of our own con- 
ftitution, that it isimpoffible, with any appearance of juftic^, 
to think of wholly extirpating them by the fword, in any parr 
of his Majeily's dominions, and eflablifhing precedents xht 
moft dangerous to the liberties of this kingdom. 

The Marquis of Granby feconded the motion. 

Governor Johnfione in very fev^rc terms arraighcid the con- 
duA of adminittraiion, in commencing the war with kmt,*' 

rica. 
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rka. Ife faid. the a£ur of Long I Hand wai by no rnpaas a^ 
matter worthy of triumph. That ifland, he faid, was a^ 
xnere ov^tpoft to New York^ as New York was an outpoft 
to America ; at\d it would have beeo folly and raihnefs in the 
extreme^ had the prpyincials auempted to maintain it. Ho 
' paid General Howe and his broths very gteat compliments 
on their manoeuvres in the capture of the illandy and infecre4 
from ^be whole of General Howe's condu<^ in taking it^ 
his caution in not forcing any of the provincials' ilronghQidSyi 
his opening trenches at ux biundred yards difiance from their 
redoubts, with his general orders to his ojEEc^rs to z6X with; 
all pofSble.circumfpeflion, that mod evidently the General 
thought highly of the provincials, and had therefore treated 
them with the fuitable refpe<£t due to fo powerful a^d for- 
midable an enemy. He complained of the defenc^Iefs Aate 
pf the kingdom^ and urged the danger of a w^r with France 
and Spain, The minifter's fpeech he declared to be an eu^ 
tire compound of hypocrify. It made, his Majefly ta]k of 
peace, at the very moment when not only all Europe, but 
this kingdom, gave the mod evident appearances of prepare* 
tioii for war. In fhort, it was like a deceptions mirror, re- 
ceding a falfe image of truth. That part of it v^hich talked 
of giving the Ameri^aps law and liberty, he conceived to be 
a mere turn of wit and humour, which vvould not bear 2^ fe« 
rious interpretation. It was an infidious hypocritical fpeechf 
that held out law and liberty at the poii)t qi th^ fword. He 
fpoke ftr^^ly cf the f^lfehood of France, and the little re* 
Itance that was to bo put on her profelfions, inftancing a 
circumftance which (lappened while Cardinal Ma^^rine was 
ininiiler, when the Portuguefe and Spaniards yvere at war 
together, and the latter had received repeated a0urances of 
the pacific intentions of France, although that kingdom had 
a£lually tent Portugal troops, clothed them, paid them, and 
officered them. He faid be did not entirely approve of the 
American declaration of independence, but affirmed that the 
Americans were driven to that meafure by oi^r rigorous per- . 
fecution of them. We had hired foreign troops tg fight 
againft them, and they had no other way of putting thcra- 
felves on a footing with us, than by throwing off the yoke, 
declaring themfelves independent, and inviting foreign aid 
to defend them. They had, he faid, taken every poffible 
means to avoid fuch a meafure ; they had fent a mofl: hum- ' 
Tile petition to government, praying rf^ltcf, and couched 
their prayer in the ftrongefl terms of duty and allegiance ; 

64 , government 
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government had, with the moft provoking harflineft, rcj^A^ 
cd their petition, rcfufing to give any anfw^r to it, or oflfe?-? 
ing in any manner to hear them. The motie of their de^la-; 
ring for ind^pendef^icy wasj^ to be fure, in fomc meafore inde- 
fenfibie. The declaration pf the Ifcw England goytrnment 
was exceedingly riide and ill- written ; the language was more 
unmannerly and abuftve than eyeni worfe treatment than 
.•what thtey had received would have joftlfied; but then it 
inuft be cipnfidered as written merely to captivate the com* 
mon people, and therefor^ a pdlithed ftyte, and very fcrupu- 
lous decency, were probably but trifling objefts with the 
writer. He however as much condemned it, as he applaud- 
ed that of the PennJyIvanians, He cenfured the late iffuing; 
of prefs- warrants, and declared that he was not only con- 
vinced a better mode of manning the navy might be found 
out, but that he was well informed the late prefs was^ carried 
on with great irregularity and cruelty, 

Mr. fVombwell faid, no prefs was better cpTidu£(ed than 
the prefent. He approved of the motion for an addrefs as* 
exceedingly proper, and difapproved of the amendment. He 
cenfured the Americans as a bragging, cowardly banditti, &c. 

Mr. Pfllkis. The honourable gentleman who fpoke laft 
endeavours to miflead the Houfe. It is certain that no prefT* ^ 
•ing has at this time been carried on in the city of London^ 
or its liberties. No prefs-gangs have dared to make their 
a'ppearance in that jurifdidion. Thofe lawlefs bands of 
cruel banditti very prudently chofe other fcenes of horror 
jjnd blobdflied of lefs daiiger to themfe!ve§. The city has 
ititherto remained in perfpSr fafety and tran(^tttiHt)F^ in a ttioBl: 
liappy (late of fecuyitjr, by the vigilance, intrepidity, and 
noble love of liberty, whicfar are confpicuous in its prefent 
Worthy chief magiftrate. 

The condufl of adminiftration, Sir, in the late MTuingof 
prefs-warrants, before they had tried the operation of the ' 
nigfi bounty, is totally unjuftifiq^ble. The fpeech now in youi; 
hand, Sir, is ft) very pacific, that the larjge bounty of five, 
pounds for every able, and fifty (hillings for every ordinary 
feaman, promifed in laft Saturday's Gazette, might fafely,- 
for a fliort time at leaf!, have been triifted to, the emer* 
g<^ncy riot being thought very critical. From the minifter's 
own (late of jpublic afl^irs there was no danger in the expe- 
riment. Much cruelty and blood(hed had been avoided, 
many valuable liv€^ preferved. - 

' ^ The 
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The aAir of Long IQand has been mifreprefented, and 
ercatly magnifiecf, Th^: fuperiorjty of numbers was 
very confidefable, Gener^a} Howe landed 22,000 men. The 
provincials had o^ly iSopQ effediye men on that ifland. 
They ^^re ordered to retreat, and 4000 did accordingly^ 
Yirithout being ^tt^cl^ed, efpbar)^ for the ifland of Nevr 
York. There was a real mifiiiM of orders as to the other 
2000^ but they a6led as bravp men always will ad ua-r 
der a mifta^e pf orders ; they fought. They faw the ene* 
Thy, left their cntrenchmentSt and attacked, with fpirit« 
^rom the fuperiorit^ of numbers, and their flanks wng 
negte^ed and unguarded, they were totally defeated. They 
did not however refnain inafiive, Itl^e cowards, on an im^ 
portant day of battle. No fuch imputation can be fixed on 
them. ' Nothing d^cifive c^fi follow from the late fuccefsful 
fiiiair on Long Ifland, any more than frpm the defeat at Sulr 
Jivan's Ifland.' Kew Vo^^k will probably fall into your 
hands^ but your fituation will in that cafe be fcargely mend* 
rd fince the laft year, for you then poff^^if^d the capital of 
Kbrth America, jBofton. Is that great and important town 
^dvantageoufly exchanged for New York ? 1 forgot that 
^e ftill poifefs the fifliing hamlet of Halifax. But, Sir, 
we ought to take a much larger and more comprehenfivo 
fiew of this interefttng fcene, which is now fully difclofed. 

The important di mute of Great Britain with her cola* 
nies has for a confiderable time fixed the attention, not 
only of this nation-, biit of almoft all Europe. The mod efr 
ifential interefls of thh cPuntry, and indeed of the greater 
part of the powers oh the trontioent, are deeply interefted 
m the event. The facrifioe of fo much blood and treafure 
is to every (^ate an objeft of -the higheft. importance ; to us^ 
whofe empire feems mouldering away, of , the neareft cdn« 
' cern; and I much fear we are now brought by inextricable 
difficulties to the very verge of deftru^ion. 

Since our lad meeting, Sir, the fcetie, with refpefi to 
America, has totally changed. I nflead of negotiations with 
colonies or provincial affemblies, we have^a war to carry 
on againft the fre^ and independent ftatesr of America ; a 
wicked war, 'which has been occafloned folely by a fpirit of 
Tlolence,-' injuftice, and obftlnacy in bur minifters, unparaU 
lelcd - in hiftory. In the beginning of September in the laft 
year, a very humble and dutiful petition was fent from the 
Congrefs to his Majefly, in which his Majefty was fupplicated 
ff to direct fome mode, by which the uhlted applications o^ 
. his 
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kis f^iitbfiJ^l colonifts to the ihranc, in purfuance of tbdr 
conrmon councils, may be improved into, a happy and per- 
fnanent reconciliation." There was not a word in the pe- 
tition but what breathed fubmiflion and loyalty ; and yet 
iW official anfwer pf Lord Dartmouth, the fecretary for 
the American department, after long deliberation, was to 
the laft degree irritating. It was, *^ that no anfwer would be 
given ;" that is, We will npt treat, we fcorn to negotiate 
with you, we. exa£i unconditional fubmiffion. This an- 
fwer. Sir, in my opinion, might juAIy be called ixidignitj^* 
and infuh. It drove the Americans to defpair, and with 
the violation of the perfidious promifes in Lord Hilliborough's 
famous official circular letter, laid the real foundation of 
their declaration of independency. Much has been faid» 
Sir, of the prophecy of the minifters, that the Americans 
would in the end declare themfelvcs independent* I give 
the minifters no credit for fubh a prophecy. They went oi> 
the fureft grounds. They might very fafely promulgate 
fuch a predidHbn, when they knew that the unjuft and fan-, 
guiiiary meafures which they intended to purfue, muft bring 
about the event. They drove the Americans into their pre;- 
fent ft^te of independency. The Jefuits in France jrifqued 
nothing when they prophefiedin 1610 the death of the beft 
prince that ever reigned in Europe, within that year. 
Theirs was the fure word of prophecy. They employed 
Raviljac to aflaffinate their fovereign. 

An honourable gentleman near me attacks the American 
declaration of independency, in a very peculiar manner, as 
a wretched compofition, very ill written, drawn up with 
the view to captivate the people. That, Sir, 'is the very 
reafon why I approve it moft as a compofition, as well as 
a wife, political meafure ; for the people are to decide this 
great controvtrfy. If they are captivated by it, the end is 
attained. The polilhed periods, the harmonious, happy ex- 

fireffions, with all the grace, eafe, and elegance of abeauti- 
«l diftion, which we chiefly admire, captivate the people of 
America very little \ but manly nervous fenfe they relifli, 
even in the mod awkward and uncouth drefs of language. 
Whatever compofition produces the effefl you intend in the 
moft forcFble manner, is, in my opinion, the beft j and that 
^(>de fhould always be purfued. It has the moft oieric, as 
well as fuccefs, on the great theatre of the world, no lefs 
than on the ftage, whether you mean to infpire pity, terror,, 
or any other p^flion.. 

. The 
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The honourable gentleman» Sir, who fecpnded the addrefs^ 
fays, the Americans* declaration of independency was no 
fiirprife to \\\m — nor I believe, Sir, to any m'an of common 
|-efle£lion, after the frantic and extravagant career, Which 
ddminiftratlon purfued, with a full chorus of approbation 
from the majority of tliis Houfe. 

The fpeech in your hand, Sir, which an honourable gen- 
tleman, near me has well called a fpeech of hypocrify, men* 
tipns the *^ affurances of amity, which his Majefty continqes 
fo receive from the feveral courts of Europe.*' At the bc- 

f;innmg of the laft feiSon, the minider gave us in the King's 
jpeech more explicit affurances. It was faid, -** I am'happj 
to add, as well from the affurances I have received, as 
firom the general appearance of affairs in Europe, I fee no 
probability that the meafures which you may adopt, will 
be interrupted by difputes with any foreign power," We 
have no fuch affurances held out to us this year, that our 
meafures will not be interrupted by difputes with any other 
foreign power ; but we have ftill alfu ranees of amity, which 
ifire daily, contradicted by the immenfe preparations of the 
neighbouring, foreign powers of France and Spain, and in- 
deed of the tvhole houfe of Bourbon. The accounts from 
Naples contiiin little but the vaff preparations making by the 
king of the Two Sicilies. Are we indeed firaple and credu* 
lous enough to truft to general vague expreffions of polite* 
nefs againft the clfear evidence of fads? Our miniftry 
know very well that an American privateer being lately 
flopped at fiilboa in Bifcay, an exprefs was immediately dif- 
patched to Madrid, which returned with the fulleft direc- 
tions for the releafe of the privateer, and permiffion to fur- 
jiifti him with provifions, (lores, ammunition, in fhort, what, 
^ver he wanted. This fad will jiot be denied. Is Spain 
then one of the foreign powers, which again fooths us 
with thefe honeyed affurances of amity ? Has fate ord}ained, 
that we are neither to poffefs capacity enough to profit by 
the example of others, nor even by our own experience ? In 
the very firft year of the prefent reign, in September 1761, 
the Gazette told us, that "the Catholic king had at no 
time been more intent upon cultivating a good correfpond- 
ence with England, than in the, prefent conjundure ; a de- 
claration received ferioufly here, held out as part of the 
eonrt treed, and laughed at by all the reft of Europe. lu 
vbe beginning of the following January, without any new 
feds havipg occurred of any moment^ war was declared by 

England 
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England againft Spain. Will the plaufible, fmooth-tangued 
French likewiic he able to lull us into a fatal fecurity ag^ind 
the evidence of all hiftory ? Can wc expe£l to he treated by 
them in any other manner than the Spaniards were at the^ 
lime of the famous revolt of Portugal? The French fent 
vhole regiments, completely oflScered, into the fervice of 
the houfe of Braganza, . They paid them underhand the 
fame as their national troops, yet all the while declared their 
abhorrence of rebellions and o( rebels, ifluing proclamation 
after proclamation, and recalling their deferters under the 
Bioft fevere penalties. Sir, there is not a pawer in Europe^ 
imfubfidized by Great Britain, which does not wi(h fuccefs to 
the Americans ; and we are confidcred almoft every where 
on the contii^ent^ in the odious light of tyrants aiid op- 
prcflbrs. 

The fpeech, Sir, dates, that ^* iftreafoh be fuffered to 
take root, much mifchief muft grow from it to the fafety 
of my loyal colonies.*' Alas! Sir, what we call treafon 
and rebellion, and they jud refifiance and a glorious refolu- 
tton, has taken root, a very deep root indeed, and has fpread 
over almoft all the American colonies. .In this very fpeeci]^ 
wjC are told of their numbers, their wealth, their ftrength 
>y fei and land. The loyal colonies arc three, the free pro- 
vinces thirteen, . In laying on the embargo, the exception 
to the rule is ridiculous enough. It is as thirteen to three. 
The Gazette fays, V any of my colonies in North Ame* 
rica, except the calonle$ of New Hampftire, Maffachufet's 
Bay, Rhode Iflana, Cohn^aicut, New York, New Jerfey, . 
Pennfylvania, the three low counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina^ South Carolina^ and Geor^ 
gia." Of what other colonies was his Majefty in pofleifioa 
at his acceflion to the throne ? I think the permiilion ex- 
tends only to the provinces which we have not yet loft, ta 
the two Roman Catholic provinces of Canada and Florida^ 
and to Nava Scotia* 

We have now been carrying on for two years a favage and 
piratical, as well as an unjuft war. Every demand of go- 
vernment has been complied with, and yet the great force 
employed both by fea and laud has not hitherto recovered a 
fmgle province of all the confederated colpnies. On the 
contrary, tjie evil grows more dcfpefate. The laft year 
only twelve colonies humblj|r petitioned the throne* This 
year,., by tlie .acceffipn jpf Gebr^aj we^ have feen a federal 
linion ot .thirleen free anJi powerful prpvinccg alTerting th^ie 
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independency as high and mighty dates, and fcttifig ou^ 
power at defiance. This was done with ci.rcnmftancci of 
fpirit and courage, to which poilerity will dojudice, U 
was diredily after the fafe landing of your whole force. In 
return we have barbarouily plundered their coafts, and fet 
iire to their open towns and dcfencelefs villages, in a manner 
which difgraces the Englidi name. In the midit of all the 
cruelties, terrors, and devadaiions, which follow your arms^ 
the fpirit of the Americans is Aill upfubdued ; and 1 hope» 
and believe, you never will conquer the free fpirit of the 
defcendants of Engliihmen, exerted in an honeft caufe. They 
honour and valu^ the blefllngs of liberty. They are de^- 
termined to live and die freemen, notwithftanding the vain 
efforts of every arbitrary power in Europe. It is a foolifh 
attempt to think of conquering and holding the immenfe 
territory of North America, when the whole country is 
united againft us. We ai^ue in a trifling manner on the 
deciiive good confeqaences of events only in the province 
of New York. They do not prove that we (hall fubdue 
Virginia, or either of the Carolinas. Succefs in two ot 
three battles or fiegts, argues little for the final fuccefs of a 
war, foextenflvealreadyi and fo greatly complicated. 

As to our unanimity at home, Sir, the very idea is ab- 
furd, becaufe impoflible, while the prefent fyftem of injuf- 
tice and oppreflion continues in its full rigour. The Anie« 
rican war is unjuit and unconilitutiooal in its firfl principle, 
and, if perfifted in, muft end in our ruin. We have neither 
force to conquer, nor ftrength to maintain,'* fuch extend vc 
cfohquefts, if we could fucceed. Our fituation is become 
truly critical. The conftitution of this country is at home 
fapped by bribery and corruption r on the other fide of 
the Atlantic it is aflfailed by violence and -force of arms. 
The too fatal fuccefs in this devoted nation is very evident ; 
but in the new world, I trud, as a friend of mankind, that 
all the defpotic meafures of a tyrannical adminiftration will 
prove ifieffedual. It is impoflible for this ifland to conquer 
arid hold America. They are determined and united. Your 
fleets may indeed every year carry horror through all their 
coaft ; your armies may polTefs fome fea-port towns ; hiit 
the nuinerous and greatly increafing people of the provinces 
. will retire into the interior pdtts, of which you have already 
bad fome experience.. Peaceful towns and villages will cover 
their fruitful plains^ liberty will fix her bleft abode among 
. them, 
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theni) the unmoleftcd, happy inhabitants rejoicing that they 
are pt^cul a jfovty procul afulmine. 

I heartily agree, Sir, with the noble Lord in the amend-* 
rnent propofed ; but I go farther, aiid my opinion is, that, 
if we exped to fave the empire^ to prefcrve, even for a fhort 
period, Canada or the Weft India iflands^ or to recover any 
part of the i m men fe territory we have lately loft, we mult 
recall our fleets and armies, repeal all the aSs injurious to 
the Americahs paffed fince 1763, and reftore their charters. 
We may then, if they will forgive, and can truft us, treat 
with them on juft, fair, and equal terms, without the idea 
of compulfion, and a foundation be laid for the reftoration 
ofp«»ce, internal trancjuiUity and unity to this convulfed 
andf difmembered empire. 

kon. Temple LuttrelL He faid that he fo very widely 
difJTered in opinion from the honourable member on the 
other fide of the Houfe, who moved the minifterial addrefs, 
in commendation of his Majefty's fpeech delivered from the 
throne, that he (hould feel himfelf highly culpable, were he 
to {it ftill till the ck>re of the debate, and' content himfelf 
to be numbered with the filent votes in -its disfavour ; there 
-was, iiowever, no doubt .df its being carried by a large ma- 
jority ; for thofe court- retainers and dependants on govern- 
ment, who had this Campaign reaped a golden harveft from 
the calamities of their country, would fee in the fpeech un- 
der confideratlon, the heft earneft that could poiiibly be 
given of a no lefs plentiful harveft of the fame fort the en- 
fuing fummer. As. for his part, he Gonftrued this fpeech, 
an infamous groundlefs'libel, fabricated by a tyrannical fac- 
tion, againft fome of the moft valuable members of the Bri- 
tifti community, who, aftuated by principles of juftice and 
honour, were nobly contending on the other fide of the At- 
lantic^ for the dearcft rights of mankind ; and who, limiting 
their rcfiftance to a redrefs of real and eflential grievances, 
■were falfely acciifed of having, from the beginning of this 
unhappy conteft, had no other objeft in view than anarchy 
and independence. 

It was a cuftom among the ancient Perfians (in later- times 
adopted in the kingdom of Naples) to cover their tribanals 
of juftice with the (kins of corrupt lawyers, whom they flayed . 
alive — were a fimilar example to prevail within thefc walls, 
and the fears around us to be clothed ^ith ithelkins erf cor- 
njpt ftatcfmen-, I fear, ^ir,.- therp are nQt ^a^lf^c; gentlemen on 
your right-hand would catch their deaths of cold before the 

end 
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end of the approaching winter : I ihould tremble this night 
for a long group of penfioners, coniradors, paymailers, 
treafurers, &c. &c. who will walk forth into that lobby, in 
order to bring up an addrefs to their fovcreign, bcfceching 
that he will perfevere to plunder and aiTailinale his fubjefts, 
and totally to extingui(h the vital fpiritof that free conUitu* 
tion, on the maintenance of which alone^ refls his claim to 
the throne of thefe realms. 

, The honourable member near me [Governor Johnftone] 
tias jiiftly obferved, that " tJie addrefs moved for by goverii- 
xnent is an echo of the fpeech*' impofed on their royal matter; 
it occurs to me 9 Sir, that the fpeech itfelf is, in many of its 
Dfoft {hiking paflagesi an echo to the continental remon- 
firanceSy and declarations of independency — for inftancc — 
** They have rejeSied^ with infult and indignity f every offer ofac^ 
€ommodation ;" this is verbatim the charge brought againft the 
mother-country by the opprefled colonifts. They like wife 
declare, that << it would be ra(h to put- an end to their plan, 
•when they have every reafon to purfiie it;*' — that ** // Is a 
. tontefl of iheJafi importance** — *^ a war, not of ambition, but 
necejjity** — Good God, Sir ! ftate this argument, on our part, 
in other language, without perverting the fenfe, and it will 
{land thus — You are ambitious to maintain the rights of free- 
born Britons, and 'tis necejfary we {hould have an array of 
forefgn aflaffins, and ufe every barbarity to render them 
(laves. Omnipotence on one fide, Sir, muft imply (la very on 
the other. 

When news was brought to Agefilaus, king of Sparta, 
during a civil war in Greece, that a bloody fight had happened 
near the city of Corinth, but that the Spartans were vk- 
torlous, and the number of their troops killed was but in- 
confiderablc, tonipared with the lofs of the enemy, inftead 
of exultations of joy, that wife afid humane monarch, with 
a deep figh, cried out, ** Oh, unhappy Greece ! to have flairt 
fo many of thy beft warriors with thine own hand, Who, had 
they lived, might have proved a match for all the barbarians 
in the world !** I am credibly informed. Sir, that when our 
mod gracious fovereign received news of the unhappy coii- 
flift at Long Ifland, he broke forth in an exclamation of a 
like philofophic and generous nature, lamenting, that Great 
Britain {hould deftroy fo many of heri>rave men with hfer 
own hand, who, hid'they lived in mutual concord and amity, 
might have fet at defiance thV unit'ed force of our natui*al 
enediies, the Bourbon flates, at this hour threatening jis wi4h 
55 ' , aij 
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$n invafive war^ Confident as I wasi that fuch ideas per^* 
k&\y coincided ivith his Majefty's known huinanity of hearty 
and tendernefs towards all his peoplei I did not conceive it 
pbflible that thci tpoft flagitious tninifter of the bloody juntc^ 
would dare to advifc a continuance of thefe difgraceful and 
ruinous meafiires, and propofe a fpeech from the throhe,, evi- 
dently didated by defpotifm^ hypocrify, ahd infatuation. 
t, Sir^ entertained hopes of healing propofitionsi anda timety 
dereli£tion, on the part of this country^ of its unjuftifiablc 
and empty claim of taxation,* that efficient caufe ot the civil 
war, and which, if made an irrefragable ultimatum of your 
terms of peace, cannot fail to accelerate the^ownfall of your 
empire. For the Commons of Great Britain to fupport fo 
defperate a purpofe at the point of the fword ; at the prefent 
alarming crtfis too ; the French and Spaniards preparing for 
a rupture; and the nation linking under an enormous debt of 
150,000/0009 argues folly in us beneath the nii/w/^r^^/ Par- 
liament, madnefs beyond the in/ane Parliament, and ablood- 
thirfty fpirit of enterprife above any of the profcribing, chi- 
valrous Parliaments, under the word of the Plantagenet ty- 
rants. I may, perhaps, be toJd, as I was laft year, when I 
took the liberty to move an addrefs to the King, to inftruA 
the commiflioners in America to treat for peace with tht 
provincial conventions, or general continental congrefs, that 
bodies of men under denominations not formally legal ized# 
can, in no poflible (Ituation of things, expe<5l a public recog- 
nition of their authority ; nor can you treat wiih rebels 
while they have arms in their hands. From what Jcnowledge 
of men or books is this ftate-maxim derived ? I dely any of the 
learned gentlemen over the way to inftanceany inteftinecom'' 
motion, from the beginning of the world to thia moment, of 
equal magnitude ahd maturity with that of Aoierica, where 
fuch wild dofirines have been maintained. In fupport of 
dlredly oppofite meafu res ami policy, without recurring to 
seras very remote, or troubling the Houfe with dale pedantic 
jefearches, I (hajl beg leave to reipind you of one ot two 
remarkable precedents from modern hiftory, Mrhere the 

Jroudeft and mod perverfe potentates in Chriflendom have 
ten taught an humbler and more rational lelTon ; and I 
mean to hold up in terrM'-^m^ ibeir obftinate tyrahny, and the 
calamities refuiting from it, to themfelves and their domi<« 
nions, that thefe aliena pericula may ferve for beacons to pre- 
ferve us boux a fimilar fate. 

About 
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AiNHiC the year 1617, the Bohemians having fufiered ex- 
€rtme oppreffion^ met in convention, and fct forth their 
^evances to the lEmperor (Matthias); anfwer was made^ 
that nothing had been done on the part of the court of 
Viemia^ that Was contrary to the' Imperial edifls and rcfo- 
Ivtiofis of the dates of the Empire ; certain judges were com- 
fliiflioned by the Emperor (as King of fiohemia") to grant 
gentrali or pMrtirular par Am ; but thefe perfons having treat- 
ed the remonftrants with much harflincfs and indignity, were 
thrown headltmg from a two pair of ftairs window on the 
Hone pavement of the caftlc-yard. The Bohemians then con*^ 
ftitutdl thirty direftofs of their nation, and took up arms, 
pubHflringia manifefto to the feveral powers of Europe, ia 
ijrhich they maintained the equity of their caufe. Aii artnf 
of 30,^00 men took the field, under a great hero of that day 
fthe nikme. Sir, will probably carry with it a ftri|^ng 
ftNmd to your ear, as a champion for the liberties of the 
peopk). Count Mansfeldt. Soon after this civil war broke 
ont, the Emperor gave authority to the Duke of Bavari^^ 
the E4edor of Saxony, the Eleftor of Menta, and feveral 
ofher illoftrtous perfonages, to negotiate a peace with the* 
malcontents^ thus much for the punAilious idea of not con- 
deTccnding to treat with rebels. The difficultv of the times 
Inereafed to fuch a degree the diftra^ftion of the EmperoA 
mtttd, already agitated with the pangs of a recent domeftic 
tnisfertime, that he refigned altogether the regal dignity, 
ftnd (bdn after died ; leaving to his focceflbr a war of twenty- 
eight ^eaf^ one of the mcrft rancorous and bloody on the re- 
cordrof liiftory. The Bohemians offered their crown to the 
EteaoflPailairthe (Frederick V.); anceftor in the female line 
-^Our«rfSRgfaciouSfo*ereign George the Third, the chief 
of v^*oft deQora! houfe, the Duke of Briihfv^rkk, hazarded 
his life ttnd'dominions, and a£luallylbftanartiei in upholding 
theopf^eUM Bohemians, The Parliament of England'cheer- 
fully vot^d fupplics to maintain' their revolt,' upon a ptinci* 
pie worthy the reprefrntatiires of a fi^e and gen^roiis na- 
tion ; that tyrannical thandatcs, a violation Of cnarter rights, 
tnd ii6con(tltittionaT impdfts, hao drflolved the bands of fub- 
miHian frotai the ftibjeas towardithe fovereign, and left theol' 
at liberty t& efrfrtte a new government. ' A regiiiient of 2006' 
Britifii foldferSf aiineng which were riiany volunteers of the' 
Mgheft Mrtb afid charadcr, embaAed on this popular fer- 
?ice, under one of the Vtre family; while the Archbiftop 
#f Ortterbtiry, convincetf of the godliricfs tf their battle, gave 
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them his felcmn and facred bent^diflion. Another precedent, 
in. my Jiiimble opinion, well worth obfcrvance, toeftablt(h 
the expediency of treating with infurgepts, though esobo- 
died in the field and bearing arms, may be found in reading 
the civil wars of Hungary, begun about a century ago, by 
a violation, in the Emperor Leopold, of ^the laws and privi- 
leges of that fpirited nation, and the inhuman butchery of 
thofe truly patriotic leaders, Counts Serin! and Nadafli* 
The firft notable achievements on the fide of the Emperor, in 
the field of battle, were performed by a Colonel Heiftes» fol- 
lowed by endeavoursto eftabliih a military dominion through- 
out Hungary; this brought on an almoit unanimous revolt 
of the people* In 1678 an ineiFedual congrefs was held for 
pacification between the Hungarians and their fovereign*-T- 
Confcrences-Mpropofals— fufpenfion of hoflilities, without 
avail, till the Emperor making artaln concejftms^ a truce wa^ 
agreed to in i68i. The war, however, was revived the year 
after, with a printed declaration that Leopold having vio* 
lated the fundamental l^ws of the conftitution, was fallen 
from his throne and atithority, and Emeric, Count Sekcli, 
eleded King of Hungary, to whom, in a few campaigns, 
HeiAer (now become a general) abandoned the whole pfrin* 
cipality of Tranfylvania. Upon the death of Leopold, the 
Emperor Jofeph made propofals to the enemy, which wese 
rejected. In 1709, feveral prifoners were ma&cred in coi4 
ilood, by both parties; in which year, a diet affetnUcd at 
Freiburg, to accommodate matters between the Emperor 
and the revolters, but that diet being cocopc^ied of the Em- 
peror's partifans only, Ragozzi (commander of the malcon- 
tents), though invited by a iafe-conduA, refufed to come, 
and forbade any Hungarians tor repair thither, underpin of 
being confidered as enemies to their country. The envoys 
from the courts cif Great, Britaiii and the United Provinces 
Inade feveral frultlefs attempts to mediate a reconciliation.-*- 
The Imperial minifiers (fay the writers of thefe tranfaAion^) 
]^ere, in fa<51, averfe from treaty, hoping to s^grandize 
themfelves by the conteft, and grow fich from a confifcatioa 
of the eftates of the Hungarians; however, in 171 1, tbp 
xourt of Vienna found it expedient xt% difpatch a public xa\^ 
nifter in form to the nbtl arn^y (as it was called), ta nego- 
tiate a peace^ which viras at length accompHQied, after the 
civil vrar hgd raged, with ihort inxermiffions^ for near half 
a century, with the deftru£lion /of about half a million of 
fubjeds;-the^£mpei^Qr llipuUiing to preferve. inviolate foip 
••. ' ■ • • . . ^' ■ ' , ,tht 
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the future, the rights, imoiunities, and libertiet of Hun- 
gary. I would obferve, upon a view of thefe tragic fcenes, 
that mankiad in the mafs of fociety are, in all ages and coua- 
tries, aduated by iiearly the fame paflions; and the fame ra- 
dical evils in the body politic caufe fimilar c^nVulEOns and 
tiikof dilTolutioni Without confuhing falfe pretenders to 
augury, without preternatural divination, you ihay» Sir^ 
perceive a gloomy feries of misfortunes hanging over xhefe 
realms, from the progrefs of our inteftine warfare, equal to 
what befell either of thpfc unhappy nations I have juft fpoken 
of. — For my part. Sir, 1 own I (hould be glad to comp6und 
for an iflue. to our quarrel with the cotonifts, as little deftruc* 
live 'to the human Ipecies, and as little decifive of the gene- 
ral deftiny of the kingdom', as thofe civil broils in Hui^ry 
or Bohemia ; but I fear a (lill more awful doom awaits us,^ 
The force and pro(perity of every nation depends, in great 
meaAire, on its populoufncfs. <* The Ij^c^mans (fays a learn- 
ed author) deitroying others, were at length themfelvea 
deftroyed; continually in adlion, and embarked iii the mbft 
hazafdous attempts, they wore out, like a weapon kept con- 
ftastlyiB ufe.'* Whoever will duly rcfleft on the ftate and 
tranfai^nsjof this our nation, within the laQ twenty years^ 
vrill find bet much reduced in number of inHabitants; not 
oaly fironi the efFcfls of the late war, but from her extenfiv« 
maritime and commercial emigrations — h^r garrifons and 
fetdements in the remoteft and moil infane corners of the 
globo^^her entcrprifes (not to fay irrantrvj in the Eitl In- 
dies, and niany .debilitating home-manutadories that admi'* 
niftectD the ixixuries of the great, unthought of in ancient 
.times; ntither arp'>ye (I believe) at. alt behind, the heathen 
world for the wafte of debauchery and intemperance. In the 
midfl of thefe various trains, is^our little choleric ifland en« 
tering up<>n a war of the moll inveterate nature, and for a^i 
unattainable objeS — ^a war, that, wereyoii peopled like tho 
dominions of China, and difciplined by the prolific morality 
of the primitive difciples of Lycurgus, cdvift ere long totally 
annihilate your empire. " Nature (fays Monteiquieu) 
having m^de men equal, reafon can never make them depend- 
ent, unlefs where it is necef&ry to their happinefs/' (; 
ihall add, that an appeal muft ever hold, in equity^ to. the 
commonXenfe of living {qpeties, from the compacts or in« 
Aitutions of the^(Mi/. . • . 

Thus much may of a truth be advanced in favour of the 
Americajis : partners with you ia the uiuffip^i of a inoft 
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glonous foreign war, ari<i in aft thofe national benefits aC- 

dvire4 by your joint exertions and prowefs, they ftood firm- 

'ff cemented to you by affeftionj as well as confanguinity^ 
% ^ - - - . - - 




ung fortunes from your finking 
Xep^ration from yoiir dominion, were it only lipon that fun- 
dauoiental principle which ought to. govern human focieties, 
as well as indivjduials — the law of lelf-prefervation. They 
inight,' indeed, havie urged the plea of infanity againft the 
parent country, whofe folly, ambition, and rapacioufnef$, 
were proceeding ;with gigantic ftrides, year after year, and 
day after day, for a long time pad, to oeftroy one common 
ftpc^ of happinefs, the joint property of all the members of 
this di&ra£ted empire: neither was fuch abundant happinefs 
to be found, 1 believe, in the lot of any mortal fociety fince 
the beginning of the univerfe, A fadlion of defpots pre- 
fidingover your oftenfible government, fitter ^or the cells of 
FedUm th^n the efficient cabinet of a limited monarch, whofe 
fole right to his diadem is a ri^t of eleiEtion from the peo- 
ple—and the end of that eleaibn, to guard inviolate the 
liberties and propertied of all his fubjeAs— though the colo- 
"inifts beheld fuch alarming evils, and another dependant ■ 
country (Ireland) Ihamefully tranipled upon, fuffiirin^ inju- 
ries arid indignities too numerous and glaring to need a recital 
— land which country (by the way) never deferved a like 
treatment at your hands, unlefs to tear it be to defsna it. . 
i ifay, 'Sir, though the Americans clearly faw Ihefe things, 
it was with an eye of afBiaion, and ratlier with the tear of 
pity given to your public degeneracy and fafcihation. than 
the leatl fpark of anger: but when you followed thoic dif- 
tatit enormities, by bringing home to tlieir own threfiiolds 
the hand of rapine and tyranny — ^when you, with a remorfc- 
Icfs violence, were preparing to wreft from them every blefling 
to which they were unalienably entitled, as Britifh fubje£ts 
jind freemen, fubitituting ihftead, a conftitution never at- 
tempted to be impofed On any fppt of Chriftian earth, but by 
^ banditti of high waymen on the heaths of Bagfliot or Houn- 
•flcjw — ** Give hie your naoney, or 111 blow out your brains ;*' 
' — ^then. Sir, it was Iflirely hi^h.tirfie, if they felt like men, and 
like Britons, to ad with a ^irit of fortitude becoming men^ 
and becooiHig, Britons, -Aiiiidft the refufe of every nume- 
rous community, wcof courfe find fotftc charaSers marvel- 
>u9j^'ffujg|ifliandabjca? frOUfi a few df \he& did wfe aS- 
^ - furdly 
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faMy m4 dllntiMly jtlgi of <lkB oHioritjr tf 4* {n}« 
<;Ql<mi(b» tilt Um |ii«firiiffeof wr opprcffiod bdng fall, in ir 
ftviiigofdiabaUaA ads agaitaft their cktrten; their tradcf 
aed very cxiftenoe^ feftice one advMatc xwaaainfA co ti^ 
i^rondbfiiil thkteen Isuge provitioes«««-^ There is i| thntf,*^ 
&Y8 Thomfon (<K>t the pfoviiicitl cdoael of that neoit 
taken in Canada> but the flower of the Sootttih pqeta, Jcoi* 
my Thoinfon)» ** wbea e'en the flave at heart will ffier n Uf 
cfaniiiisi nor know fubmiffion more." That time yep haw 
wi|rb prodtgtoiM pame bioyght to maturitjr* Ftom what af>' 
Gurfi^ examples our prevailing fjftem of politics is draiwOyT 
am at a lofs to difcover ; I can oooedve there is aothing of # 
fimibr complexion amidft all the voluptuous annate of meo^ 
fcind» unleis it be met with in the merlKMrs of Dioiiyius^' 
^rant of Syracufe v ^r^ that monftet being determined upon 
the ruin of a free people of Reggio, impofed on*them certaiai 
exa^oBSy with which he was perfuaded they had not the 
ability to comply — Whence he founded a pretext to imreft 
difiir territories with a formidable army 4 after a gallant and 
defperate defence, they were reduced to tan uncoisditiotuil 
iurr^nder: Dionyfiua then laid their city in aihesi oon«» 
demned many of the principal inhabitants to cruel tortuses^ 
and fold the reft for (Laves, by beat of drum, to the higbeft 
Jbidder, in a public market-place. How happy, Sir, wouM 
it make that mirror <rf' all good qualities, our ftrft lofd eom^ 
miflioner of the admiraky, were he appointed drominer ai 
the i:ity of New York on a like occafion ! 

To invocate the fpecial interpoGtion of Providence in fuoh 
an infernal undertaking as the prefent,. is, to my mind, thd 
aaoft profligate excefs of hlafpbemy*-*but, however the mn^'<^ 
tumriis of government may ibisday ad,l hope the indepemU 
cut country gendeme^ will join with me to implofe the G«4 
of Clemency, that he will exorcife tins demon of difcord and 
violence, which has too bng infpired our dellbera^hs, aod 
preiided over the public councils of every hnmeh of the BrilHb 
legiflature.-f-^Ma^ that God at length open our eyes ^ and 
open our hearts, to the true Intereftaof our eoumry ! 

It i$ a very unfair argument to allege^ that the Amers^ 
GSns fight for hu^tuUncyi--*YGix muft hefecrfible, Sir, thai 
the only way to ftiaighten a bdw is to wreft it with vlgoui \ 
to an oppofite onrve: the aAs of thialegiflatttre aSefiii^s,' 
the colpnifts, were, fo war|ied fudm re€titu(fe, that ^eir otAf 
ebamie to reprover ari^t Ime of jufiice was by prboeedtng to 
4^ff0^tnn0Bibmi. loimsiow«Be diiimipti aMiafeifalate freee 
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4oai« • I'sjpptoveof ilift. addreit to hii Mi^eftjr, recoaitnend* 
td by the right honooiable iheinber near iii< £Lord John 
Cavesdilb]) becaufe I think it bidyfair to ftve both countries 
firon[|deftru£lion, and to reftore-peifdfi concord to thc*con«- 
tendiog parts of this diftf adcd etnyiffi. ' If you empow^ the' 
CommiffioAerB in .Anuriea to fm^pofe -peace on e^^^^^^^' 
c^ditions, oflFertx^ reflere their chattem^ and relinquifb the 
vnCuAainable claitn of taiiation^ with a gdod <gface-*-evcn 
9P.«^ while your-armies. figure itl^theifieldi^ unde^r 'hitherto 
ti^y Odplwnt generals^i^-*aadrl make »0 dcMbt/ b«t by Co lauda- 
Ble.fi'ftep you will obtain' from yoer colonies^' through the^ 
U^wes^ 'tis fair and:inagimi4nK]ii8 an* aufv^er^ as that which 
wa&reotfrotn the Fateriito the. Roman) fenate, by the great 
(aatt^Hoii-t-^^ The^Roanas; in having preferred- jtifl»ce toi 
conoubft^ h&v.e taught w io be fatisfied with.fubmiifiunii^'- 
ftcadtnf liberty." ,. 

.Sir Hirh^rt Afochoorth pfofefTed himfelf to be one of the' 
indepertdient coufitry.gentlemen, and declared, he fpared 
that matters were muck mtfreprefented ; that he did not like 
todiear: gentlemen fo ready to find a plea for the Arrtettcans 
ottt^va^yoccafioHi and, even when they were beat» to hunt 
after.axeafon to (hew that tbe]f could not avoid it, and that 
fomc^ particular cirqumftance^ pccafioned^ it. He fard, he 
was ever moft clearly againCl that Hoofei attempting to tax 
Amerita^ . as America was not reprefentcd in that Houfe ; 
but bethought it highiy necefiary to mainiaiivthe right; and 
that it was but reafonable America ihould contribute fome<<!>' 
thing in return for the millions ifae bad coft this country* He 
fptrke highly in favour of (bme of the gentlemen in oppofiv 
tion». but applauded the min^rftry ; finally declartng,.thar, as 
an ancient Briton, he felt iFor the honour of his country, and 
Attrefeire.wiflied ber-fuccefs} not but ke W4Mild be glad that 
a pcdpcr treaty for recoinciliation was onfoot, and, he owned^' 
be cared not whether it was. with rebels in arms or without 
tbieln.'i ^He was agpdoft the amendment. 
: The. right honourabfe 71 TmrnflnntL I do not rife. Sir, to 
difcufs, or indeed* io take much notice of that homorot^s 
paragraph,, wkich the ihiniflera have, thought proper to infert 
ia'hi&.Majeftyr'a;fpeficb rcalUogfor the unanimity of this 
Houfe, 'inA fki the. nation a^lavge. I fay his minifters have 
hiferted, bccauTel hope it-wifl Aill be;deeflQred parli^nnientaFf 
Id confider the King's fpeocb as the. fpeech of the minifter, 
and tt> hold, that the minifter or niinifters are ^nfwerable for 
•very |i4rt of il^:; I^call it huBMifpua, bepMfis itwoul^beixw 
. ^' h * ^iculoui^ 
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diculous in any one to confifler it as ferioas^ We have, thank 
God, a very witty nimifter» and he has thought proper at- 
tfais time, when the generality of the world think this coun- 
try in a fituition that ought to make the boldeft man among 
you tremble, to treat (is with a joke. 

It would be doing the compofer of the fpeech great injuf- 
tflce to fuppofe, that he meanr in earned to aflume, that we 
muft now be unanimous. If he were, what muft be; his 
logic? Mtift henotreafon thus? Gentlemen, you and all the- 
world foretold laft year, that the meafures of s^minifiration 
would bring the affairs of America into the unhappy ftate in 
which we now fee them ; that they would force the Ameri- 
cans to a declaration of independence ; and you urged tho(c 
natural confequences as reafons for oppofing fuch meafures. 
The confequence you foretold has^ happened ; come^ theo^ 
give us now your confidence, and be unanimous in your fup- 
port of the iame men, in the profecution of the famefyftem. 
To- fay that the meafures of laft year did not tend to this 
end, feems to me abfurd t6 the laft degree. What did you 
do by your language in every debate, and by the provifions 
of every zSt that you pafled ? Did you not declare them out 
of your protedion ? Did you not put them in the fituation^ 
not only of feparated ftates, of France and Spain for exam* 
pie, but of diftin& ftates, of France and Spain, at open 
i^ar with you ? Did you, even in your ads of parliament^ 
fo much as ctffed to diftinguifti between the innocent and the 
guilty? 

In this fituation, minifters think proper to trifle and to 
joke with the Houfe. I never faw fUch a fcene on the firft 
day of a feilion, in. a moft important hour, as I have feen 
to-day. Minifters do not think themfelves bound to attend, 
or to give anfwersto the queftionsthat have been put to theni 
by many refpedable gentlemen to-day ; nay, they do not 
even prcferve the leaft appearance of attention ; they do not* 
keep their feats, they waHc about the Houfe, or out of the 
Houfe. I really thought, feme time ago, that the minifter in 
the blue riband had' left the houfe entirely, and roeaQt to 
depute the care of the divifion to his cterks and fcQretaries, 
who Slight afterwards reportthe nutnbers to him at his own 
houfe. Such a treatment, I believe, a Hoxife of Parliament 
never experienced at any time, at leaft not at fo important a 
period; 'a period, when we may poflibly have reafoil to ex- 
ped, that, before many months are over our heads, this coun- 
try ms^ be in as mdai»choly a fituation, in a ftaie of as much 
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coafu£oxi zni tlpToIatUm asic^w pcAiratls ia; 4WaiKI^ k^HXM^ 
fequence of our paft cnfj^furq^p. 

I will now venttire to put a few ^ueilioos to tlve adtnuvKr . 
tration» though I do not very w?U know why l,Q^Quld, as they 
have not thought proper to anfw^r <iuefliox^y p€thm>«t muc}>. 
tnoie pertinent ;. | am fiKe, sruich better ftated fr^fxi oMier 
luinourable gentlemen^ who have as good a right fo p%fQ£t 
;mfwers as any men who ever {at here. I ^tielieve it neve^ 
happenedi that on the iirfl: day of the feffioTi,. after a long re« 
c^fs, and at a mofl: alarming crifis, a debate had k(ie4l<> long 
a.tfme and reached this hour of the eveningi without, a wor4 
having fallen (rotn any one officially quaUiied to give fatif- 
fa£tory anfwers upon the fuuatiop of pi^blic afF^ixft« 

I miifl: aik then^ what means that part of the fpe&izhd whicb 
tells US| that all the. powers of j^u^ope are in amity with iWj| 
but that we muft put our forces in a refpedable {late ? Is not 
.France arming } Is not Spain armed? Hsls not the formei: 
called for the regiftcred feanjer) ? JIas fhe not fwept hex 
cpalls by a prefs ? Does there remain even a fiiberman ou 
tbe coaft oppofite to us^ fit for tbp king's fervice> who is nqit 
naarchingj or under orders to march to 3re(l P If as 0)e not 
an equipment at Breft ready to fail ? Have we not preffed^ 
apdare we not putting a fleet of men of war i|\to commif- 
ilon } I have [>een told that tb^ court of f range have bee^ 
aiked the re^fgn of their armings and that the anfwer ous 
court received Vira9» that w^ were armed oui^felvtt, and in fq 
formidable a (late, t|iat we fhould immediately fubdue Ame'^ 
r^ca, and thiut tthey were j^alplis that^ in the career of our glo- 
rv, we fhould fall upon them. If t^af is trpfi, J muA fuppofe 
tpe minifler of France to have been in aa facetious a humour 
lyhen be fent tha( anfwer» as our mipjAer was when he com« 
fpftd that part of hisMajefly's fpe^chf which afTv^noes^ that 
we mu(t be unanimous in this d^y 'S debate. I muO; confefs* 
that, till I recejvea, little fatisfai^ipn upon tbefe pojntSi I fbalt 
CpAtisMje to think this country in the mod pe(iloi}s fituatiox^ 
it ever experieoced. When I confider our arimy i^.^nglmuJ^ 
cw army in Ireland, what are the sumberSr.aQd o£ w4iat 
raw men they are conapoCed, I own I treuAbif. Sujwiy our 
i^ilitia ^lone» in its, prefent condition* is nQt to be trufl^<^da9 
the only defence of this country. It is not like wliat it wasr. 
faring, the laf| war.^ The militia marched out from theic 
cp|intieS|| vegiment by regiment, a^ording to the flate o£ 
their difciipli;iie^ and their fitnefs to tjfke - thf. field.. Tkey 
hfa4iudthe afTiflance of two or thr^offiipB^fij^i^yif a£oy% 

to 
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will be calW Mt all 0t oooe, as|4 whdoitt thefe afilbactt* 
^Md IQ thity thatt wfthout mjr vpflcdion ufKHi tli« prefer 
gMStlcmep who bw* cMuoifiMt in the tnilitta, thejr havto 
skU 9 t|iif< or 9 fourth pi^ of the «r«ight and pirnoerty amdac 
tbeoif that the^ had dnrkig die war. Mow, Sir, as tbo6 
^(Tentifl quf iities in pficering a militia are pot i»aateiba*' 
lanced by the lepft fuperionty in ipilitary Ikilt, that body of 
men a?e^ in my opinion, not by any meant to much to be do* 
landed upon. 

Aj to the ft^e of th/e na?y, we have heard much opoo-it, 
firoai genttemen ibuch better qualified to fpeMc upon it than 
myfeja. Butthere ase one or two very ftrikingfcatures in it, 
that di$»r mu^h from what we (a^ Uft war. Wefaad twelvr 
pr thirteen thoufand Am^icant in our navy. It is unnecef* 
fary to fay where they are fu>w« They are making reprifidf 
upon our deipncelefs trade. I hope they haire atade moM 
pizes than the French and Spaniaa^ did i|i all the laft was 
ipi thofe foKk We have befides, I underftand, about 15,000 
of oof feraran in our fleet in ^cnrrica. What a diraught 
from the geajsral naval force of this country! We have, aa 
yon are told^ a very fine fteet of fliipf of the line : but can 
ihijps of the |ine proteA your tiade, vr alone prevent an in« 
vmoni Where are your frigateaand (loops i Almoft all ^ 
Ameriica. 1 have been told, and frapi the beft authority^* 
by men who fat many years at the bo^rd of admiralty, with, 
pefhapf , the greateft oflker this coanfry ever faw at the head 
of its navy, that in time* of an appr^ended invalion, 'fifty, 
fixty ^ feventy of thefe frigates aQ4 floons were conftantly and 
ncceflarily employed. What prppoction of them can you 
now cofenmand i 

In the laft was, the Freneb had other objeAs to think of^ 
befides an invafion ^ thefe flhtnds. You' had aii army in 
Gernaaay, that held at bay^ and found ample work foe 
150,000 of the bei^ troops in JPrance. What chance have we 
sidw of ftich a diverfiof^ of thdv force i They feein to me, 
t#havabeforrthem the fiiU cfiqtce of every circumftance 
^hat a aationcaa wjik fpr, thai have a conftant rival, and 
jrimoft as cbnftaht an enemy to ^fzl with. They may choofo 
tkefecne,. the mode, and,.' if I |nay afe the expreffion, the 
d^ree af war they pleafe; 

The fleet of Spun may fail to America, while the troops 
and fleetof France, may either tb tpaten or attack this coun^ 
Uy» U tfafy onstrch thcsr ta^oopr ^own to thetQaft, which 

they 
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Atyrmf'do withoutthe lead tDobiivtirieiie6''io'themfetv^, ' 
if their men of war only ridc.at anchor Jn f he foadof Breift» 
k will befuffictent to firike aflmoft a fatal blow IX) the era^Ht^ 
ef this cauniry, at the (ameticnc tiiat your fleet ^in* America, 
will be at this mercy of the Spaniards. tFotf^^ it has beei»> 
alveady iaid^twhat can my Lord iiowe^s frigates -■ do agat tiA^ 
ten 0r tweWe^ men ofwar o(the line? « 

The.difputjss andhoftihties between Spain and Portugal^ 
arc hinted at in. the fpeech* If that diffeie^oe proceeds • tot 
an open ruptu^e, if France and Spain jointly, or either tyf* 
tbeoa fcparaiely^ attack that country, we are bound by- trea- 
ty io-affiH Pbrtiigal with confKlerable fuccours by fea and^ 
bnd» The commerce of this ^country with 'Portugal has* 
feeeii always.looked upon as an object of ^ importance ; it 
maybe fomethirig lefs beneficial nowj than itufedtobe^ 
fcol ftiil it is of great moment • to us. Can you, in your 
prcfent fitu^on, proteA it ? * Can you perform yoor en^ 
ptgtm^gkis, and attempt to prevent that country from be* 
coming a province of Spain j . What a figure-Vilktbis coun<^ 
try miSce, if it is obliged to declare, in the face of all Eu^^ 
sope» that it is not in a condition- to fblfil^its treaties, 
(adifgrace, which never, before ftained the annals of this 
country !) and to fufFer Portugal, once tbe fourceof a trade- 
extremely beneficial to us, tafoe.over-mn by the priiices of 
the houfc of Bourbon, and, perhaps^ to become a province 
<tfSpain? ' 

Sitp this pidure is too dtfagreeaUe for n» to wtfli to dwelt . 
vpM it» I am afraid it is not overcharged. If it' is, I (hall ' 
be glad to be ooovinced of it. 

Before I fitdown, I muft beg leave. Sir, to take notice 
4>f a few wordls that fell from the worthy member wht> 
fpoke laft* He fpoke lor^ aadfwel!. i ha^. not equal ^ 
pretenfion orinclination. to take up as much of your time. 
He uiU much argument, and certiainly- no declamation, as 
he profcribed and forbid it in others. He thifew out a foft 
of a challengie. Do not declaim, but ftewms when' this 
Houfe has inflicted any hardihip upon Amevioa. f maft 
recommend to the gentleman to take one or twc of the vo* ' 
lumes of ftatutes of the two laft years^ and penife them. ^ 
Me will find them full of fuch laws as never made a part' 
of any ftatute-book before. He will find that we hav»' 
put the colonies totally out of our proteAion: tteu we have 
forbid them the exercife of any trade but that of amis,* 
and bave^ by thofe means, forced them to take up.thofe arras, 

and 
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andttfethmiagiififtoorielves: tfitt we profefled to involve 
tile Hinoeent'fubJeAs of America with the guihy : th^t our 
reft^iAions did tiot only depnve them of trade,-^ but ^ven of 
foodri In this fituatnm we aie to wonder at their declaring 
liie^felvet hidependent. 

Sir; the worthy niember bat KkowHe aceofed fomeboriy* 
of taking every opportunity of extotlrng the bravery and 
conduA of the American troops and crfBi^rs, and at the 
faoie tkne of wantonly and injurioufly cenfuring the ' be* 
baviour of oar own officers and troops. J do not know at 
whom be naeansto point. I donot feel rtiyfelMiable to this 
charge. As to the aiiUr of Long Ifland^ as the a£tion hap- 
pened/I am glad to fiiid it attended with fo little lofs on the 
fide of General Howe. I own I 4m wicked enough to wifli' 
tkarfewer Americans had fallen,' There are difagreeaMo 
ipeports upon tha^ fubj^. I do hot know enough of the 
fiifajeA to fpeak with certamty, bat I hope the nvinillera 
will be able to convince us, that it is pot true, that four*^ 
teen or fifteen hundred of them were killed in cold blood. 
When I came to town the day the news came/1 heard tllaf 
laft aiferted with exultation, avowed, and jdftilBed. - After-' 
wards^ I heard it upon a little cooler refiedion, palliated, and 
aceounted and apologized for t I tmderftand that to-day it 
wiH be denied. As I do not pretend to be certain of the fk&f* 
I will not even hint fit the body of troops by which it is bp^ 
pofed to have been committed. *• 

I have never been difpofed to make free with the charae* 
ters of officers abfent and upon fervice.* I am fure, I aift 
not one of thofe who have cafttHofe* refledionsi alluded* 
to by an 'honourable gentleman behind me, upon the con;* 
dud of Sir Peter Parker. I have always heard him rec* 
koned an able officer ; he has, undoubtedly, in' the affair of 
Sullivan's Ifland, fliewn himfelf a brave man. It is impof-^^ 
CUc for one fo ignorant- of naval af&irs as I am, to judge 
of the propriety of^ the attack. But where is the charaAer~ 
of General Clinton ? as amiable and r efpedable a man, and 
as gallant and enterprifing an officer as any in the fervice y 
and yet the judgment formed by mankind from the accounts 
publifked by-government, is not in his fsrvour. He appears, 
by their accounts, to have been nineteen days on Long 
Ifland before he found out the channel'was feven feet deep 
inftead of eighteen inches. General Clinton, in the laft war, 
attached- himfelf to the hereditary Prince of Brunfwick, a 
fervice that iHroukl not have be^n chofen by a man that had 

pot 
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not the fpirit, c£ e(|t^rir«« In facl|,'9 jcbwl J^ Vf».«et 
Itkely tOflearn to heutate,^, or to decline Whj fdtigijm or ^iao^ 
ger, by v^rbich the (eryice: upon whicbibf was oid^ftri^ 
might bf^ advan<^cd. .Nqr did ,he deyiajt« fjK^m hk fo^iMr 
condu(^ upon this occaflon ; though- t()e |iG<;oiiDtg thlft 
bav^b^en publtlbed^ j^the repom^fprisad hy every piem^ 
ber.of ^overnou^t, xn^y have 4rawn:jupoii kim* thexseii^ie^ 
of unthinking, mein. Sir, I have jGsen fuck acfpums^ A8>aii- 
tkoris^fiinae to.fay, tbat^hf^exaHiined.the.civimielv or t9rdt fH^ 
itha^b^pu i^r^ojwoufly ^a}}ed, jh^ day i^^^^^^ a94 <bt^ 

hcfc^i aivaocoufit pf it fo^^tbe (^ominodqre. H^ [omkA'j^ 
with hia:9wn petfon 9^ ^r aiS be <^if |d^ . If I fdv^ncc^v^iKt 
is tiWoanded.y Wt roe.becoAtf^di^q^, tB^it I.aip c^n64ftiil^ 
nomaa can contfadt<^ cn^ If I ai|i r|gbt»* hoyr injur icHiiy 
ka has been tireate^! The worthy member ex/qlauoa ^kt&t 
propriety agaiinil. .\ibei:t ires taken} with the^ chara^ers of ahfent 
n^fficerjs,. but let hipi^i»ei«nber th^ garter frona v^'henCft>^h« 
fpjury comes, and dire^ t^i^s cenfure accordingly* 

There tsy I think, on^ part of the f|^ech which nwo^ 
tioii^ ^ ^i^^^^T ^ ^^^ original defigns.ol the UaJeri of ^btf 
AoatricaQS. {n God's name, who n^ade )beni7W#ri ^ iHllii^ 
came the; to be (b ? If you force men ..together by oppreigf^n^ 
^^y wAU form into bodies^ and choofe U^dfrsn Mry ihfhf 
cock wf^ a meri^QtQf credit and opulen^e^ when this uiw 
bap0y buAnefs firit broke out. Men 19 tb#t kipd of fitua-4. 
tioaare QOt very prone to a change of gov^riw^nt. I thick I 
have fometimes'he^rd a few old women iay, that the civil 
vrair of the laft centusy was originally contriv^ by CrofifiyreUfr 
-f^that the firft oppofitioii to Charles. K was begun ^n orcier ^ 
«4yapce Cromwell to thp protedorfliipw It is a fegacitj^ 
and penetration of the fame kin4 that has now J^appily di(f 
oovered the original views pf tbofe who now. are tlie liiukr$ 
of the Am^ricanft* 

^ome gentlemen bfive been jocplar upon the ribands «pdi 
^hier honours conferred by the Congreft*/ They htive» 
bowever, hardly diftributisd honours with a lefs fp^riiig band 
than the minift<rs have done. I believf^ fiace the good 
days of King James L these never was fo great a profuHoa 
of honours s|s within this half year* I beg pardon for the ex^ 
preilion of profiirK>n; it conveys an improper idea^ and I wilb 
to recall it. It is not a profufion, it isa happy increafe of me- 
rit in thefe tioies, which called for certainly a much larger 
diilribotion of honours than has been ktK>wn in the memory 
of nu^i. One Gazette announced no }efs than two mmI fifty 
I honoum 
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honours conferred iil'Irclan^. The great fcals of Eligland 
and IreUnd havcbcert fer to fix and forty patents of peerage 
within thcfe few months ; fotnc cit them, I believe, fup- 
pored not to be quite confittent \)vith the Adl of Union, t 
tvculd not be fuppofcd' to look ivith an evil eye at any marks 
of favour (hewn to the Peers of Scotland; I do not enter 
into that queftion ; it is matter for the decition of another 
ailetnbly. I wiih the Scotch peerage^upon a much better 
footlYig. I fhould fee with pleafure five'and twenty or thirty 
BrItMh peerages conferred uoon the Peers of that'kingdotp^ 
provided we could get rid of the eleftion of the fixteen* ^t 
refpe^ tnany <Jf the prefent fixteen, and fliould Willingly fee 
them included in .fuch a promotion. 9ut their prefent coii- 
ditfon is not a defirable one. I believe there is not a man in 
that part of the united kingdom who does not agree with nae 
in this bpihion. 

But, Sir, I am deviating from'thequeftjon before us; 
though I believfe I may plead precedent for it, the firft day of 
a feffipn being ufually looked upon a^.i'day of general con- 
vcrfeUon. I have now only to returri thanks, to tlhe Houl^e 
"for their indulgence to me. V ./ 

I rofe for the purpofe of afking the few queftion^' whicfc 
I iave Ventured to fubmit to thofc, who In othef times 
would ha^e been thought under fome degree of necelBty qf 
anfWerIng them. I^maH' not be much furprlfed to find my 
queftions treated as thofe offered by other gentlemen ha^ 
been. However, if I can procure a fatisfaflory anfwer 6> 
them, I (hall think myfelf amply repaid for the trouble I 
have ta^en to jftate them. 

Lord North, I think proper to deliver my fentiments thus 
early, becaufe; (hould I defer my intention for only half an 
hour longer, the Houfe may probably forget one of my prime 
inducements for rifing to trouble you. It is, Sir, to me^t 
the charge made againft me by the right honourable gentle-, 
man over the way [Mr. Townihend], left It may go forth, 
that I neg!eS:ed tny duty In this Houfe, as a member, or a 
xninifter; left, Sir, anabfericeof ten minutes, oh apreffing 
callof bufinefs, in thecourfe of a debate, which vs^ill probaby 
continue fourteen hours, (hould bS reprefented as an Open 
defertiqn of my^poft, iri the moment of danger and dMculty, 
I pnay. Sir, be deficient in many refpefis, but of all w^nts I 
nevcr^ imagined that a want of refpeft,/diligence as a mem- 
ber, or attention to tWi Houfe, would Have fwelled the long 
catoldguei I am yet to learn, that the behaviour of jiniem- 
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.ber, relative to thefe perfonal ^ntnutta^ was ever efteenqed a 
fitobjeft of partiamentary animadverfion^ or matter fuffi^ 
rientlj important to incur public reprehenfion* I hav^iit 
is triie, been abfent abcmt ten mtnutes> upon a ptelfing call 
of bufinefs, and am now returned to my feat^ Thisy Sfxt, is 
the atrocious crime I have committed* This it is that has 
fnrnilhefl the right honourable gentleman who (poke laft 
with fo happy an oj^portunity of displaying his talents^ I 
tniS^ however, that I (hall have thcf juftice done mey to alloW 
^that there is no member in this Houfe longer keeps his place^ 
I mean my place in Parliament^ or attends with greater pa« 
tience .and resignation^ the whole length of a tedious debatCf 
than I do. 

It has been more than once objeSied, this night, that I h^ve^ 
fince the commencement of the prefent troubleSf held back 
inch information as became neceifary for you to know, iaor'> 
derthe better to be able^o decide upon meafures piroper to 
be purfued relative to America. Nothing <:an be more unjuft 
and ill-founded than this charge. I have been ready, at all 
times, to communicate to this Houfe every poQble informa- 
tion that cbuld be given with Jafety. I repeat with fafety, 
becaufe the yery bad and mifchievous confequences of dif- 
dofing the full contents of letters, with the writers* namef» 
has been already feverely proved, and .would, in the prelent 
fituation of affairs, not only be • impolitic, but might be to 
,the laft degree dangerous, if not fatal, to the perfons imme* 
diately concerned* 

Several honourable gentjemen on the other fide have pro- 
pofed queftions, which, I think, an attentive perufal of the 
fpeech would have prevented them from puttmg to me. His 
Majefty fays, he has received aflfurances of amity from the 
feveral courts of Europe ; yet he has thought it necelTary to 
prepare himfelf againft zxcjfudden attack* The aflertion is, 
I contend, ftridly true ; I am anfwerable for its veracity ; 
for I advifed, in concert with the re({ of his Majefty's fer- 
vants, the pafTage now objeded to.^ His Majefty has received 
thofe %flurances ; but he has not thought it prudent ehiirely 
to tr^fl and nfy on their contents. 

It is well known, that Spain and Portugal have been for the 
tail year on the point of difiering about the frontiers of the 
Brazils. It is equally true, that his Majefty has interpofed 
his good offices as a mediator, and endeavoured to accommo* 
date the difpute. This interpofition, at prefent, promifes to 
tercQii^ate happily, and to the fatisfadion of both parties; it 
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19^ hbwcveri tmpo/fible to td\^ what turn the affair amy ta^» 
tor venture at all to be refponfibU for the event of fuchanego- 
.tiarioA« / .' . 

Fron^tbepjrefent aflfurances of the court of France, and 
ftronger cannot bf^ dcfired, -^eMve every reafon to be fatif- 
fied of their pacific intentions ;.{h43(Uld it neverthelefs prove 
otherwife, 1 can venture to affiroiiand from my own ki^w- 
Jedgeyto afliirq this Houfe,. that we are prepared for the 
worfty and that our preparations have been fuch at to enable 
BS to cope with any eneuiy who piay he fnclined to moleft 
us. It h^s been faid* that we arc (tripped of our home naval 
defence ; that though wo (hould procure feamen, and have a 
Sufficient number of line of battle fhips ready for fea, the ab- 
fence of our frigates would prevent us» for fome time at leaftp 
carrying on any effedoal naval operation. . To this^ a inery 
fliort ahfwer will fufEce; we have feveral frigates at hoooet 
there are fome bqilding; and if it were not fo, we could pro* 
cure a 'fufHclepf nun^ber to anfwcr every purpofcwe want^ 
or wiih at prefeat to effed. 

Thearmaovent going on in France^ which has been thk 
night fo tnight^^y^ joaagnified, is but a fmall one; I mean 
comparatively \with what, we are able to fend tofea, at a 
ibprt warning: ,jt confifts of fix (hips of the Iine» and four 
frigates* 'Thqy.aro, it is true, putting. their navy on a re^ 
fpe^laUe footing ) they have made a demand on the regifters. 
Thefe preparations- itpport nothing dire^Iy hoftile ; their 
^flurances,-theif pacific difpofitions towards us, rare as (trong 
as words can make them : but I repeawonce more,, that^his 
Majefty's minifters have thought proper tQ advifi: him to the 
prefent armament^ by way of precaution. ., 

Two or thr«c honourable gentlemen on the other fide have 
charged me with, (luffing the fp^ech with wit and humour^ 
bypocrify, deceitr andabfurdityi. fome. on account of. the 
word unammityi others for the following paffage : *♦ myde* 
fire is to refiore to them (the people of America) the- bieilings 
of law and liberty." Now I fee no wit or humour in either 
of the paiTages alluded tOtibut. the plained dedu^ions of plain 
reafoning and common fenfe. fiyunanimity, itcannotberupi- 
pofed was meant a total uhion of fentiment^ on. every fide of 
the Houfe ; it could hardly be imagined or expefted : it meant 
great and decifiye majorities, minorities^ confiding^ perhaps, 
of thirty or forty members*. As to the hypocrify charged on 
that other pafTage, wherein bis Majefty exprellcs his defire 
to^ieftorQ his fubjeds to law and liberty, that I thinJc. is, 
. ' ^ if 
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if pofible» worfe founded; inikftd of being abftird, or faypo- 
crkical^ I am of opiniony it is fiipported by fzAf and ii 
found logic as the Englifii language is capable of conreying. 
Are not Ixw and liberty fled from America ? Can it be faid fo 
of this country ? The debate of this day has Inlly proved it 
cannot ; and I beg leave to remind the gentlemen vtho hftV€ 
in the courfe of the prefent evening thrown fo many reflec* 
lions upon adminiftration^ that they would (bon find the difi* 
fetence of the two countries, bad they dared to make fo Utb 
with the Congrefs. I cannot, however, but applaud the fpark 
which has didated thofe feverities ; I am plesdfed with that 
fpirit of inquiry which h^s manifefted, though it be ft licen* 
tious fpirit ; and I wifh it to continue, though I amdeftinedi 
to be the objeft of attack. 

1 beg pardon of the Houfe for taking up fo much of their 
tiait I but I wifh them to recoiled, that much the greaiter 
pzTt of it was takc^i up in replying to queftions and explakia* 
lions I thought it my duty to anfwcr and give. I cannot 
agree with the amendment now propofed, becanfe it defireft 
his Majedy to fet on foot a tedious inquiry to nopurpofe^ to 
procrallinate events which in all probability wi|l foon bt 
produced, and render fruitlefs every favounlble operation 
which hath already taken place. It has always been my 
vri(b, and that of every other fervant of the King^ to bring 
matters to as* early an iflae, and with as little bloodflied a$ 
poflibie; iQufethe prefent fucceiles and viAory, if it were 
pitied, with prudence and moderation, and rather as ft 
sneahs of cementing Si lafting unity and amity, than as ob« 
jeds of triumph, or inftrumeots for forging the chains of 
flavery, or excufes for tyranny or opprefSon. 

He appealed to his own conciliatory motion, that reeon^ 
ciliation had conftantly been his objed. He aflerted^ that 
that motion held*out to the colonies a propdfal, or propofi- 
tion, that they (hould raife among themfelves a certain, or 
fuch a proportionate Aim, as (hould be fettled and agreed 
upon between Great Britain and them; and that, in future, 
they fhould never be further taxed but when we were* 

Col. J?^rr/obferved, that the right honourable gentleman, . 
who fpoke laft but one, was wrong in ftating that the noble 
Lord did not pay fufBcient attention to the Houfe; th^it the 
iloble Lord certainly did very regularly attend, and was, in 
general, ready to anfwer the queftions put io him ; that he 
ahfwered them fatisfaftority, he would not fay, but he . 
generally anfwctcd them ; there was one quefficxiy however; 

which 
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wMch haS teen put in die coiiHe of the debite ; i^tDeftiM 
of the firft confcquence» of the moft ferjous Importanot, «» 
Which the noble Lord had vrhoUy negleded to fpealc. Ih 
order io give him aiLoppofhiriity of fpeaking to it, he would 
therefore then put it, and'fit down, without proceotfing furi-ii 
ther, that the noble Lord might give the Houpfe that fattsfac^ 
tton whi€h he doubted not many of them wifhed to receiver 
The queftton was, " What powers were General and Lord 
Howe invefted with^ as bis^Majefty *s commiffioners, to treat 
nrhb^toertcar* 

JLoffA N^rth immediately faid, that their commiffion had 
lately been publiihed in the Gazette, and that nothing rela^ 
tive CO the bufioefs had been concealed. His Lordfliip read 
part of the commiffion^ and faid^ he knew of nothing more^ 
luileis indeed fome direction relative to prifoners. 

Coif. Aarri again rofe, and pulling a paper out of his 
pockety declared, he had in his hand an account of what 
poflisd at a conference between Lieutenant-colonel Patter- 
foB and General Wafhtngton, when Colonel Patterfon was 
difpatched with General and Lord Howe's letter; that the 
account was printed in America^ but that it bore evident" 
narks of authenticity, although indeed it did not ccme di* 
vedly into his hands; for he could pofitively fay, that nd 
letter direded to him, and fent from America^ ever reached 
him. He commemed on the account in his hand,* declaring 
bis high efteem for Colonel Patterfon, with whom he had 
the happtnefs to be acquainted, and aflerting, that he was a 
maii of the firft honour in the fervice. * He faid, the acc()unt 
be was going to^read did Colonel Patterfon infinite credit. 

He then read the following paper from- the New York 
Gazette of the 5th of Auguft. 

« The following is an exa£t ftate of what paffed at the 
interview between his Excellency General Walhingtort, and 
Colonel Patterfon, adjutant-general of the army under Qe<* 
neral Howe, July 20, 1776. 

" After ufual compliments, in which, as well as throogh 
the whole convcrfation. Colonel Patterfon addrefled Genend 
Wafliington by ihc title of ExcelUncy : Colonel Patterfon en- 
tered upon the bufmefsby faying, that General Howe mudl 
r^grettedthedifRcukies which had arifen refpeflingthe addrefk 
€»f the letters to Gen. Wa0iington ; that it wasdcemedconfift* * 
cm with propriety, and founded uoon precedents of the like 
nature by amballaddit and plenipdbeotiarieSf wlisre difpntei 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



58 PARLIAMENTARY A. i77«. 

6f dtH^eultJes of rank had anfen; that General Walhingtoh 
alight recoiled he had, laft faminer» addrefled a letter td 
General Howe; **Tothe Honourable Wtlliam Howe^ Efq." 
that Lord Howe, and General Howe^ did not mean to dero* 
gate from the refped or rank of General Wafliington ; that 
they held his perfon and charader in the higheft efteem ; that 
the direSion, with the addition, &t. Sec. &c. impliedevery 
thing: that ought to follow. He then produced a letter which 
liedio not dire€Uj offer to Greneral Wafliington, but obferved, 
that it was the fame letter which had been fent, and laid it 
dn the'table» with the fuperfcription to George Waihington, 
&c. &c. ice. The General declined the letter, and faid, 
that a letter direAed to a perfon in a public charader, ihouU 
have fome defcrtption or indication of it, otberwife it would 
appear a m^re private letter ; that it was true the f^c. Uc.Vc. 
implied every thing, and they alfq implied any th'ing; that 
the letter to General Howe alluded to, was an anfwer toone 
received under a like addrefs from him, which the officer on 
duty having taken, he did not think proper to return, but an* 
fwered it in the fame mode of addrefs; that he ihouldabfo-* 
lutely decline any letter direftcd.to him as a private perfon, 
when it related to his public ftation* Colonel Patterfon-then 
faid, that General Howe would not urge his delicacy any 
further^ ^nd repeated his aflertions, that no failure of refpeft 
was intended. He then faid, that he would endeavour, as 
well as he could, to recoiled General Howe*s fentiments on 
the letter, and refolves of Congrefs, fent him a few days be- 
fore, refpeding th^ treatment of our prifoners in Canada, 
and that the affairs of Canada were in another department, 
Itot fiibjed to the control of General Howe» but that he 
and Lord Howe utterly difapproved of every infringement of 
the rights of humanity. Colonel Patterfon then took a paper 
out of his pocket, and, after looking it over, faid, he had 
cxpr^ed nearly. the words* General Wafhington then faid, 
that he had alfo forwarded a copy of the refolves to General 
Btirg<qrne. ' To which Colonel Patterfon replied, he did not 
doubt a' proper attention would be paid to them, and that he 
(General Walhington) was fcnfible, that cruelty was not 
the. charaderiftic of the BritiTh nation. Colonel Patterfon 
0ien proceeded to fay, he had it in charge to mention the 
fife of General Prefcot, who, they were informed, was 
lieated with fuch rigour, that, under his age and infirmities, 
fatal cdnfeqtien^es might^e apprehended. 
^ J , . . >^ . ♦« General 
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<< General Wa&bgtdo replied, that General Pifefeol^s 
treatment had not Mmt under his notice ; that the perfons 
under htf particular direAion he had treated with ktndneTs^ 
and made their fituation as eafy and comfortable ar podiUe^ 
that he did not know where General Prefect was, but bcu 
lieved his treatment was different from their information. 
General Wafhington then mentioned the cafe of Cotooel 
Alien, and the officers who had been confined in Bofton 
gaol* As to the firft. Colonel Patterfoit anfwered, that Ge^ 
neral Howe had no knowledge of it, but by information 
from General WaAtngton, and that the Canada department 
was not under his direfiiun or control ; that as to the other 
jprtfoners at fiofton, whenever the ftate of the army at Boilon 
adofiitted it, they were treated with humanity and even in* 
dulgence ; that he aflerted this upon his honour, and £bould 
be happy in an opportunity to prove it. 

^' Gieneral Waibington then obfenred, that the conduft 
of feveral of the officers would well have warranted a different 
treatment from what they had received ; fome having refufed 
to give any parole, and others having broken it when given, 
by efcaping, or endeavouring fo to do* Colonel Patterfon. 
anfwered, that as to the fi^, they mifunderftood the mat* 
ter very much, and feemed to have mtftook the line of pro-' 
priety exceedingly ; and as to the latter. General Howe ut- 
terly difapproved'and condemned their comlu£l. 

** That if a remonftrance was made, fuch violations of 
good faith would be feverely punilhed ; but that he hoped 
General Wafhington was too juft to draw public inferences 
from the mifbehaviour of fome private individuals ; that bad 
men were to be found in every dafs of foctety ; and fuch 
behaviour was confideredas a dtflionour to the Britilh army. 
Colonel Patterfon then proceeded to fay, that the goodnefs ' 
and benevolence of the King had induced him tO/ appoint 
Lord Howe and Genial Howe his commifli oners to accom* 
modate this^ unhappy difpute; that they had great powers, ^ 
and would deiive the greateft pleafure trom effcfting an ac* 
conmiodation ; and that he (Colonel Patterfpn) wiffied to 
iiave this vifit confidered as making the firft advances to this 
delirable objed. General Wafliington replied, he was not 
veiled with any powers on this fubjed, by thofe from whom 
he derived his authority stnd power. But frdrn what had 
appeared an^ tranfpired on this head, Lord Howe and Ge- 
neral Howqr were only to grant p%dons ; that thofe who bad • 
coounitted no fault, wanted no pardon.; that we were only 
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^fieiiditig what wc deemed oisr iinlifp«table rlgkt. Colotielr 
Pstterfon ikid, that wouM open a very wide fieid for argu- 
ment* He then •exprened hi« apprehenfiotis that »i a^e-> 
ircBce to forms >^& likely to ob&wA bufinefs of. the grea^ 
SKinient and concern. 

. ^' He then <ybferv«d» that a propofa] had been formerly 
inatie for eachatiging Govemor Skene for Mr. Lovdil ; that 
be had now -authority to acc«de to that propofal. General 
Wiiliington ropliedy tliat the proppfition had been made by 
tiie diredion of Ooagrefs, and having been thenvejo^d^ he 
tovM not now 9enew the bufiiteiitf, or giveanyanCwer, till 
be had previoufiy comtnunicated it to thenu 
• ^ Colonel Pattcribn behaved whh the grei^ft attention 
and poUteiyefs doring tke ^hole buimc&i exprefled((li9ng ac« 
Irnowledgmauvs (faot thie ufnal oersmoiiy of bUndlng^his eyes 
had been difpenfed with. At the breaking op of the confer* 
oboe, General Washington ftrongly invited him to partake 
df a fmall colhnion provided for hitn, which he potiiely de- 
dlined^ alleging hi^ U«e breakfaft, and an ioifatience to re- 
turn tp General Howe, thoi^h he hod not exeouted hts 
tfommiflion foiaicrpiy as he iviihed. Finding he did.ti0l 
pfopofe ftaying, 'he ' was introduced ie the general i&A<«etv, 
after which he tOGJc his leave, and was £ifely conduced to 
his own boaty whidi waitetl for Mm, ^aibout four miles dilbmt 
from the city. 

•• Made public by the oisdcr of Congrcfs, . , 

<< John Hancock, Prefident/" 
. Colonel Barre* demanded of the tniniikrs, why fomeac* 
count of this matter 'had not b^n given the public through 
the channel of the London Gaxetie? He faid it was that 
Jsandalous concealment of tnteliigence ii-om the public, which 
routed his warmth y tba^from the account he had juft read 
it was plain, the minifters had been bold enough to break 
through an aS of Parliament^ for that in that very Houfe 
•he aft had paflbd but laft fcllion, limitiBg the powers of the 
cooftmiffi(»ers fent to America, and rendering their cominif- 
fion altogether ineffeftual. That he fliould have applauded 
them for their fpirit in daring to violate the law, had the vio- 
lation produced a falutary efFed. That he liad lad year 
told them vrhat would be the confeqiienee of their fending 
fsch commiflioAers, under fuch an ad of Parliament ; that 
he had advlfed them to fend a truaopet from eampno camp» 
previous to any ai!lion;.tlJfft the Hnufe, he was proud to 
iky^ bad approved qf that iadvice, asid UyU he w^ fute it 
;, V . ^ . ^ would 
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would hafe been niore efle<KtiaTy than a rfciicuTouS Attempt 
-at a treaty, overlaid by aMimI forms and idle pundtlio. He 
turned from this, to what he called another important fob- 
jeift, the tremendous appearance of a war in Europe, and 
told the Houfe in a moft peremptory tone, that a war of the 
moft ferions kind threatened this country, a war from the 
united powers of France and Spain ; that the attack woaM 
Aortly be made, and made within the hearing of thoTe who 
then fat in the Houfe. A laugh driiing from the oppofite 
benches, the Colonel obferved with feme warmth. Gentle^ 
men may laugh, but I dare aver, that thofe who laugh 
now, wilt, m the moment of danger, be lying, in teart^ 
en their backs, like cowards. He then decTaredy thaSt 
France was full two months beforehand with us in pre* 
paration ; that we were, in faA, dcfencelefs, unable to make 
any refinance, ihould ihefocn be^in ; that the noble Lord 
fliifted his ground fo often, that there was no dependance 
<m his information ; that even now he had faid, he relied on 
the prefistit ai&irances of the pacific intentions of France^ 
bxkt that be did not know how ibon flie might alter her iii* 
tention* 

Lord N^rfb declared, that ht Jlrmfy ly^ieved the court of 
Verfailles: bnt as he.was'»9 prophet, he would not anfwer 
Sot events fix months hence. He complained of having his 
words watched, and thrown perpetually in his teeth. 

CoU j?^^/ declared he ever would watch the minifter ; that 
it was^ extraordinary, indeed, if the noble Lord high in office^ 
and the oftenfible minifter, expe6ted his words would not 
be watched; he protefted he would continue to watch him, 
and report his words on every fit occafion. The minifter of 
this country, he faid, otight always to have information fuf^ 
iicient of what the French were about to undertake, to 
promife for fix months ; if he could not, his neck ought to 
be brought to the block. The fituation of the affairs of this 
country, he.laidy was awful, alarming, and tremendous: he 
fpoke it, he faid, with fear and^rertibling, but this country 
feemcd to be near the crj/h of her fate ; he advifed the trea- 
fury-bench, thei;cfore, to look about them ; and as there *was 
onequeftion which demanded an immediate anfwer, he would 
then put it: had the King's minifters information of a par- 
ticular fpecie^ of armament preparing by the French in thofe 
ports of France which were immediately oppofite, and neareft 
to this kingdom ? The queflion, he trufted, was clear and 
comprehenfive. He put U roimcUy, and he required imme- 

D^ diate 
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diate explanation. If it was not anfweredy the filence of 
the miniftry would operate in his mind as fully as any anfwer 
they could give ; if they had not the neceflary information^ 
they were not fit for their pofts, and ought to hold them no 
longer. He entered into the ftatc of our naval power, fum- 
xning up the number of men of War in our ports, and the 
guard-(hips, which he declared had none of them their (rom- 
plement of men on board, although the noble Lord had faid^ 
.they wete nearly manned. [Here he was again interrupted. 
Lord North having faid, partly manned.] He aiTerted, that 
we were by no means a match for the united force of France 
and Spain. He recommended to the miniflfy, at any rate 
to make up matters with America ; he obferved we had in 
the lad war 12,000 feamen from America, who would now, 
ihotild France attack us, be fighting againft us ; that all the 
iifeful part of our navy was on the coafts of America ; in 
fa£t, that matters were fo bad, that unavoidable ruin hover- 
ed over this devoted country. Recall, therefore, he. faid» 
your fleets and armies from America, and leave the brave 
.colonifts to the enjoyment of thdr liberty. This created a 
louder laugh than the former amohg the occupiers of the fe- 
veral official benches ; which irritated the Colonel fo much, 
that he reprehended the treafury-bench in terms of great 
afperity ; he^ arraigned theni with a want of manners, and 
declared, he thought profeiTed courtiers had been better bred. 
•He then agaiin denounced vengeance, and after a thoufand 
repetitions of the danger of our prefent fituatidn, he bid the 
miniftry appoint proper officers ; the fleet, he faid, ought to 
be commanded by ^ brave man then in the Houfe, an ad- 
miral who had once already faved his country ; the a<Jmiral 
he meant was an honourable friend near him. Admiral Kep. 
pel^; he faid, he knew h€ was out of order in naming a 
member, but on fuch an occafion he thought himfelf jufli- 
fied in mentioning fo brave an officer. 

At length having held up a moft tremendous pifturc of 
impending mifchief to his Country, he repeated his queition 
to the treafury-bench, and fat down, deploring theJnfa- 
tuaHon of government, and afferting, that a m^ortty of 
votes in that Hoiife would never conquer France and Spain, 
however they might procure the minifler a momentary tri* 
umph, and make him a welcome gueft at St« James's. 

Admiral KeppelhxAj that things had an extremely, difagrec- 

ble appearance. He aflerted, from the mofl authentic inform* 

ation,that Spain had twenty-: five ihips of the line^ but believed 
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tliem to be il]-tnanned with maripef • In refped to Fnuice, 
it was' otherwife. Th^ir regifters commanded Teamen, and 
their military force w^ known to be fufGc{ent to furnifb any 
number of men they might want, to ferve on board their 
ihips of war. He concluded with lamenting, in cafe of a 
rupture with France or Spain, the abfence of that ufeful 
and Qeceflary part of our naval force, our frigates and floops 
of war. 

Lord George Germaine. I rife to explain a few circum* 
fiances which have been demanded for information ; I (hall 
give all the fatisfadion in my power, not fpeaking fron^ 
notes: Relative to the ftate of our armament, the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman is much miftaken in faying the twentv^ 
three (hips are not half manned. They want. Sir, only 
1500 men of their full complement, and twelve are fully 
manned : fo that there are no reafons for thofe numerous and 
great apprehenfions, which' the right honourable Gentleman' 
has (lated fo largely. As to the propofitions which General 
Howe made to General Wafbington, they prove clearly, as 
the Americans themfelves (late the matter, that General/ 
Howe was eager for the means of peace and conciliation ; 
but Wa(hington againft them. However, General Howe 
will doubtlefs be able to put New York at the mercy of the 
King; after which the legiilature will be re(lored, and an 
opportunity will thereby be given for the well-afFeSed to dc* 
clare themfelves, who are ready to make' proper fubmiflion. 
iSir Peter Parker's expedition failed, from arriving too late ; 
I am not anfwerablp for its fuccefs, for it was planned before 
I canie into the office. I had afTurances from Lord Corn- 
^allis and General Clinton of this, that, had not unavoidable 
^lays happened, the force would have proved fufficient. 
The condu^ of the war in Canada alfo has been reprobated- 
for want of boats ; all poflibl^ expedition has been uFed in 
building them, but it has taken longer time than I.expeded, 
and theembarking upon the lake has ncceifarily been delayed 
beyond the time intended.:- 1 am farther a(ked, what arc 
the numbers of the armies in America ? Sir, the number of , 
that under Qeneral Howe is 25,000, , and he will be reinr 
forced bj 5000 ^nore, which are near the American coaft 
by this tipEiet He.h^s befidps abput 2000 provincials, and 
will probably have niore. The army, in Canada is 1 1,000,. 
and perhaps three or four hundred, which is the full com- 
plement for that department, if not a little more. Tb^**^ 
has bceii no cartel fettled. There can be none ; but the 
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CQmtPWldl^i^ in chief have agreed upon an exchange of foino- 
prironers, man for man.' Another queftion is^ whether ad* 
miniflfration knows any thing of particular preparations on 
the cdaft of France f I have aflced the noble Lord by mo 
[Lord North], and he knows nothing of any fuch— nothing 
farther than what i^ neceflary for conducting the regiftered ' 
feamen to Bred ; nor have I any intelligence of that fort* 
And now. Sir, having replied to thefe queries, permit m# 
to make one remark on the Houfe of Bourbon's fuppofed 
defign of aflifting the Americans, by going to war with us* 
I can give no credit to this idea, and my re^fon is, becaufa 
it would be mantfeftly againft their intereft. How well da 
you fuppofe would thofe countries like to have the fpirit of. 
independence crofs thee Atlantic ? Would they not fear that 
their own colonics would catch fire at the unlimited rights^ 
of mankind r — would they not like that language better thaa 
digging gold ? And would there not arife great danger from 
powerful independent ftates being fo near them, freed from 
all control from Europe i — I cannot believe, Sir, that they 
ivould be fo blind to their own interefis. 

Mr. Fox faid, that every circu'mftance that had fAlIea 
out in America, was one aggregate proof, that oppofitioii^ 
had been right lad feilion in every one of their prophecies,/ 
and in every motive they had laid down as the ca^fe of their 
conduct : — that nothing could be fo farcical as calling for 
unanimity in approving meafure6, he^auje thofe raeafures had 
been uniibrmly attended with the mi/chiefs that had been prsi^ 
di^ed: — that inftead of applaufe and 2|{)prob}tion, admini-* 
firation deferved nothing iux reproach---^or having. broug}itr 
the Americans into fuch a fituation, that- it was impoflible for 
them to purfue any other condu£l than what they had purfued* 
• He went into the independence declared by America. 
Tfie Annericans had done no more than the Enjglifb had done- 
againd James the Second. When James went out of the 
kingdom, the Englifh declared the throne to be abdicated, 
and chofe another king. When the late fevere laws were 
paiTed againft the- Americans, they were thrown into anar* 
chy ; they declared we had abdicated the government, and 
therefore they were jt liberty to choofe 9. government for 
• themfelves. 

He was aftoniflied at. the fenfe which the noble Lord in. 
the blue riband put upon his conciliatory motion« He 
-affirmed, that the motion contained no fuch propofition as 
that tkOYf alTerted by the noble Lord^ noyr could fuch a con^^ 
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fix«idiof! be put upon any- words in the motiotr. He defired 
the motion might be reacC It was read, as follows : 

^^ Rtftlvii^ Fihruaryvj^ lylS* 

« That when the governor, council, and aflembly, or 
general court of any of his Majefly^s provinces or colonics in 
Amerkra^ liaU propofe to make provifion, according to the 
GondttioD, circumflancc^, and fituation of fuch proirioce or 
GoLrmy , for contributing their proportion to the cooMoon de- 
fence (fuch proportion to be railed under the authority of 
the general court, or general aifembly, of fuch province or 
Colony, and ditjpofable by Parliament), and (hall engage to 
make provifion alfo for the fupport of the civil government^ 
aad the adminiilration of juftice, in fuch province or colony, 
it vrill be proper, if fuch propofal fliall be approved by his 
Majefty and the two Houfes of Parliament, and for fo long 
afi fuch provifion ihall be made accordingly, to forbear, in 
refped of fuch province or colony, to levy any duty, tax, 
or afleflinent, or to impofe any ferther duty, tax, or aflelT- 
ment, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient to con* 
tinue to levy or to impofe for the regulation of commerce ; 
^henett produce of the duties laft mentioned to be carried to* 
the account of fuch province or colony refpedlivcly." 

Well, Sir, is it not clear, that no fuch propofition was held 
QtO: by the motion? and is it not extraordinary, that every 
body ikould underftand the motion, but the author of it ?— 
As' to the noble Lord who fpoke laft, priding himfelf on a 
legifiature being re*efiabli(bed in New York, it is the 
higfaeft abfardity. — 'Who can fuppofe, that, with an army 
of 30,000 men there, a legiflature wiH not be foua<^ ^hac 
fiiall exprefs juft that fpecies of law and liberty whichfthe 
Cither noble Lord wiihes to eftabiifli in America, and 
wfaich kings may naturally be fuppofed to wijh to flow from 
/«^/iir' affemblier? Sir, it has been very well faid, that the 
fpeeph is an hypocritical one; and in truth there is not a 
little Jiypocrify in fuppofing, that a king— (I exuft hisprefent 
Maje.0y, who really Icves liberty — ) but that a comnun king 
ftould be foUcitous to eflablifh any thing that depended on a 
populai* aifembly* Kings, Sir, govern by means of popular 
aflemblif s, only becaufe they cannot do witfiout them ; to 
fuppofe a? king/d»//pf that mode of governing is to fuppofe 
ai Mnura^ — It cannot exift—it is contrary to the nature of 
things — an^^i it ia hypocfify to advance it. 

But, Sir, if this happy time of lavt; and liherty is to be re* 
ftored to An^l^rica, why^ Sir^ was it ever difturbed \ It reigned 
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there till the abominable do£lrine of gainmg money by taxes 
infatuated the heads of our (latefmeD* Why did you dcftroy 
the fair work of fo many ages, in order to re*e(lablifli that 
by the fwojd, which prudence^ and the good government of 
the country, had fcerhed to fix for ever r # 

But) Sir, how is this bleiTed fyftem of law and liberty to 
be eftabliihed ? — By the bayonets of difciplined Germans. 
The noble Lord who fpoke laft, feemed to pride himfelf upon 
tlie Americans of Long Ifland making a precipitate retreat. 
-^They were out-generalledr^-rEXifcipline triumphed over 
the enthuftafm which liberty inJpires.-w^Did the noble Lord 
triumph ? I pify his feelings. 

, Sir, fomething h^s been faid on the cafe' of Genecal Clin-i 
ton : I wi(h that matter had been more explained ; as it 
i^ands at prefent, the Gazette account is zti infamous libel on 
the character of that gallant officer. — Let adminiftration 
• Hand forth, and 4ivow that reprefentation ;— ^-they will not 
do it — they dare not do it — they JiuH from an open and zfair 
reprefentation. 

We have been told, that it is not for the intcreft of Spain 
and France to have America independent.-^Sir, I deny it; 
—and fay, it is contrary to ev^ry principle of common 
lenfe. Is not the divifion of the enemy^s power ^dvanta* 
geous? Is not a free country engaged in trade lefs formi* 
dable than the ambition of^ an old corrupted government^ 
their only formidable rival in Europe ? The noble Lord who 
moved the amendment, (aid, that we were in the dilemma 
of conquering or abandoning America; if we are reduced 
to that, I am for abandoning America. What have been 
the advantages of America to this kingdom P Extent of trade, 
increafe of commercial advantages, and 9 numerous people 

f rowing up in the fame ideas and fentim^ts as ourfelves.-*— 
?ow, Sir, how would thofe advantages accrue to us, if Ame-^ 
rica was conquered? Not one of them* Such a pofTeffion 
of America mud be fecured by a (landing army; and that, let 
me obfcrve, muft be a very confiderable army. Confider, Sir, 
tiiat that army mud be cut off from the intercourfe of focial' 
liberty here, and aecujlomedy in every inftance, to bow down 
and. break the fpirits of men, to trample on the rigtits, and 
to live on.the fpoils cruelly wrung from the fweat and labour 
of their fellow- fubje6ls ; — fuch an army, employed for fuch 
purpoies, and paid by fuch means, for fupporting fuch prin^ 
ciples, would be a very proper inftrument to effect points of 
a jjrcater, or ^t leaft more favourite importance nqurer home ; 
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points, pe#hiips» very unfavourable to 'th« liberties of this 

country. 

. General Ctmway faid, he Ihould be very forry any part of 

tiis condud were conftrucd as difrefpcdlful to his Majefty ; 

no perfon bore his Majefty higher refpeft ; but the addre(s 

was fo entirely againft'his fentiments, fo often declared ia 

that Houfe, he muft voteagainft it. 

The Houfe divided upon thfe amendment ; 87 for it, jind 
S42 againft it. 

November I. 

The addrefs reported. No debate. 
November 2. 

The addrefs prefented. 

TJ/ humble Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King. 
Mo/h Gractous Sovereign ^ 

WE, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return your Majefty the humble thanks of this 
Houfe, for your moft gracious fpcech from the throne. 

While we lament the continuance of the troubles yvhich 
have fo long diftrafted your Majefty's colonies in North 
Americai and of the calamities and opprelTions which our 
unhappy fellow-fubjefis arc ftill fuffering under the arbi* 
trary tyranny of their leaders ; we cannot forbear to expreft 
our detcftation and abhorrence of the andaclous and defpe* 
rate fpirit of ambition, which has at laft carried thofe leaders 
fo far as to make them openly renounce all allegiance t6 
the crown, and all political connexion with this country, 
tnd in dited terms to prefume to fet up their rebellious ccn« 
Ifederacies for independent ftates. 

We confider the rejeflion of the gracious and condefcend* 
ing means of reconciliation^ held out to them, under the 
kuthdyity of y<mr Majefty*s commiffion, as a frefh and con* 
vincing proof, that the objeft of thefe men has always been 
power and dominion ; but we can impute the circumftan'cci 
of indignity and infult accompanying this proceeding to n6 
other motive than a refentmcnt of yoiA: Majefty's firm and 
conftant adherence to the maintenance of the cohftitutional 
rights of Parliament, diverted of every poflible view of any 
feparate interefts of the crown : and we beg leave to aflura 
your Majefty, that the fame attachment of your Majefty 
to the parliamentary authority of Great Britain, which 
hath provoked the infolence of the chiefi^ of this rebellion* 
cannot but operate, as it ought to do, in fixing your Ma« 
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jefty ftill deeper, if poffible, in the aSb£tioas of a BrkiflB 
Honfe of Commons. 

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence, 
permit us to exprefs our unfeigned joy, and to offer ouir 
fincere congratulations to your Majefly, on the fuccefs whicla 
has attended the good condu£t and valour of your Majefty's 
officers and force^^ both by fea and land^ and the «eal an^ 
luravery of the auxiliary trpops in your fervtce, in the re* 
covery of Canada, and in the important operations in the • 
province of New York, which give the ftrongeft hopes oif 
the mod dccifiye good confequences. 

It is with much fatisfadion we learn, that your Majefly 
continues to receive, aflurances of amity from the feyerai 
courts of Europe: and we thankfully acknowledge your 
Majedy's goodnefs and paternal concern for the happinefs 
ei your people,, in your conftant attention tp preferve the 
general tranquillity; and it is our moft earned wiOi^ that^ 
by your Majedy's interpofition, all mifunderdandings a^d 
differences l)etween two neighbouring powers may be bappUy 
leconciled, and Europe dill enjoy the Ueiling^ of peace. 

Your faithful Commons confider it as a duty which thej 
owe , to your Majedy, and to thofe they represent, to graiit 
yo\ir Majedy fuch fupplies as th^ weighty confiderationa 
which your Majedy has beep pleafed to ^ate to us, (baU 
be found to require ; and we have a well-grounded cof)fi<> 
clence, that, at this time, when the objed of the rebels is 
openly avowed, and clearly underdoodj, the general con?!^ 
tion of the judice and neceflity of your Majedy's meafures 
inud unite all ranks of your faithful fubjedls in Supporting 
your Majedy with one mind and heart in the great natiofiai 
lauife in which you are engaged. 

The King*s Anfwer. 
. This very loyal addrefs deferves my particular thanks* I 
receive with the highed fatisfadion your a&Aionate ac* 
jinowledgment of my cgndant regard for the cdnftitutional 
rights of Parliament, and your zealous afiurances of confi* 
dence and fupport in thisgreat conted, in which the intereds 
all my fubje£ls are fo eflentially concerned. 
Hovember 2. 

Addrefe prefented. Adjourned to Nov. 4* 
Uruember^.- 

No debate. Adjourned to Nov. 6. 
Novemiir 6. 

ThinHoufiK Nothing expected. 

Mr. 
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l^f • Rx b^^d die Houfe would nfbt adjourn ; tn lio- 
noutsable friend of bis was coining down to move fomething 
of tlie firft confequence; and feeing none of the miniiters in 
file Houfe^ he defired they might be fent for; he thought 
the«i enceediiigly blameable in being abfent ; whether buiU 
xiefs was expe£led or not, they ought conftantly to attend their 
doty in Pamament. [Meifengers were lent to Lord North 
and Lord Geov^ Germaine. In a few minutes Lord John 
Ga^wndiih came» as did alfo the minifters.l 

liord yvim Cavtmii/t (md, that he had leen in the puUic. 
prmts of this day^ a moft extfaordtnary declarationy which., 
if genuine, required the attention and cooiukration of the 
Hixrfe. He read it. 

By Richard Vifeount Howe of the kingdom of Ireland, and 
' William Howe, Efq* General of his Majefty's Forces ii]i 

America, the King's commiffioners for reftoring peace in 

his Majeily's colonies and plantations in North America, 

&c. 

DECLARATION, 

Although the Congrefe, whom the mifguided Americans 
fnfer to dircSt their oppofition to a re-eftablilhment of the 
conftittttional government of thefe provinces, havedi£wowed 
eiKiypurpofe of reconciliation not confonant with their extra- 
VSigant inadmifiible claim of independency ; the King's com* 
miifioners think fit to declare, that they are equally defirout 
to confer with his Majefty's well-a£Feded fubjeds upon the 
nieans of reftoring the public tranquillity, and eftablilhing a 
permanent union with every colony as a part of the Britifli 
empire. The King being moft gracioufly pleafed to direA a 
reytfion of fuch of his royal in^ru&ions as may be confirued 
to lay an improper reftraint upon the freedom of legiflation in. 
any of his colonies, aqd to concur in the revifal of all hisaAs^ 
fay which bis fubjeds there may think themielves aggrieved, 
it^ is recommended to the inhabitants at large to rcSeSt &rt«v 
oufly upon their prdfent condition, and to judge for them-^ 
fetves, whether it be more confident with their honour and. 
happinefs to offisjr up their lives as a.facrilice to the unjuft 
and precarious caufe in which they are engaged, or to return 
to their allegiance, accept the bleffings of peace, and be fe- 
cured in a free enjoyment of their liberty and ptopett^, 
upon the true principles of the oonfiitution. 
Givai at New York, the itfih day of September I776» • 

Hows. 

W.Howc 
S^timmand vftUW B^alUncies^ H. Siracbef. 

On 
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On this extraardinary declaration^ hefaid^ he Imd fome oi>^ 
fervations to make. There was no man more zealous for pre^ 
ferving the liberty of the prefs than he was* It waa always, 
with grief and indignation he beheld it abufed^ or employed 
to improper purpofes. It was with relu^ance he Ihould ccmsi* 
plain of the abufe of it in the prefent inflance^ j/*the authe'n* 
ticity of the paper now alludedlo were difavowed» which he 
muft continue to think it would ; becaufe if fuch a paper 
really exifted, it might be well expeded its firft public appear* 
ance would be oither in the Gazette^ or the Journals ox the 
.Houfe. If the paper was 2i forgery^ or was fpurious, it was a^ 
mod daring attempt to impo& on the public ; before he pro- 
ceeded therefore any further, he thought proper to call on the 
noble Lord in the blue riband [Lord North] or his noble coU. 
league in, office, who fat next him [Lord George GermaineJ* 
to tell the Houfe whether the paper was genuine. 

Lord, North faid he believed it was ; that he heard the con- 
tents ready and believed it correfponded pretty faithfully with 
that which appeared in the public papers. It was not properly 
in his department; he therefore referred the noble mover 
and the Houfe, to the noble Lord who fat next him, and to' 
\iirhofe office it was tranfmitted, for further information. 

Lord George Germaine confefled the authenticity of the pa- 
per in queftion; faid he had fecn it in print the preceding- 
evening, and believed it to be a faithful copy of that iiTued 
at New York by Lord Howe* 

hoxA John Cavcndifh then congratulated the Houfe on this 
gleam ^f. peace and concilifftion, though he could not but ex- 
prefs his ajionijhment at both th^ eontints of the declaration, and 
the pxtraordinary manner it became fir (I coitimunicated to the 
public. He obferved, that Parliament had been ufed all along ' 
by adminiftration with the moft mortifying contempt;: 
commiihooers are fent out with an intention ofcarrying a 
certain adiof parliament intoexectnion, armed at the fame 
time wiih certain parliamentary powers for reftoring peace; 
thcfc extend no farther than granting pardons, and receiving 
fubmiilions; yet, wonderful to relate, \htfirfi eiccmint Parlia* 
ment hear, and that through the channel ot a newfjpaper, is, 
that thafecommillioners are authorized to anfwer diredly for 
the . So^cr jign, and obliquely for the two.other branches of: 
the legiflature, that he will concur in the revifal of all ads, by^ 
which bis American fubjeds are .aggri^ved*--THe faid Pariia- 
itielit were rendered ciphers in the whole condud^of the bu* 
iiMfil from its commencement; when their name is wanted, 

. the/. 
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they are called iDO» by way oi requtfitiofti to fandion ads wKich 
render thcm^iW^rrfi^ by their fclbw-fubjefis in every part of 
etiie empire; when the leaft appearance oi lenient mcafures is 
tebe held out^ the mm/ is all to be attributed to the King and 
his minifters. It is to originate from them alone. Notwith- 
ftanding all this^ he felt a dawnoi )oy break in on his mind. 
If miniAers - were ferious> he ihould not ftand upon mere 
pun£lilios ; yet be thought, to five the negotiation the greater 
weight and efficacy^ that Houie (hould, as xhefirjt proof of 
their ^^^/jVti to /farf^ co-operate with administration in fo 
defirable a work. It would befides reftore minifters to confi- 
dence; their profeffions were diAelieved in America.: the mo» 
cion therefore he was about to make» would be the means of 
remolring the almoft univerfal opinion that prevailed in Ame*^ 
xica»>tbtt every minifterial promife was given with fome infi' 
dious intention oitreachfry^ dneit^ impofition^ or to divide them, 
in order the more eafily to break their ftrength, and fuhdue 
them. To remove fo ftrong an impediment to peace and con- 
ciliation ; to (hew we were in eameft^ and vvifhedjincereiy for 
both ; his Lordfbip moved^ << that this Houfe will refolv^ 
stfelf into a committee, to confider of the revifal of all a6^s 
of parliament by which his Majefty's fubjeds in America 
think themfelves aggrieved." 

Mr. Buriti feconded the motion. He begged to know from 
the noble Lord over ithe way [Lord North] whether the in- 
ftrudioni to the commiflioners went the length of the offer of 
revifal held out in the declaration ; for without intrenching on 
that part of the prerc^ative which jpromifes a revifion oijuch 
of the rpyal inAru£lions as may be conflrued to lay an im- 
proper reftraint, &c. it was in his apprehenfion pretty evident 
that the latter part of the fentence oh which the motion was 
framed, held out a promife of concurrence on the part of the 
crown, to revife all afts by which his Majefty's fubje(fts in 
America think themfelves aggrieved. This he looked upon to 
be /^4ii//»^ Parliament, not fdlowing it; he (hou Id, however, 
fufpend any decifive opinion on the paflage, till th^ nobTe 
Lord had explained it. The text was before us ;- he wiflied 
that the noble Lord would rife and give us the commeht ; for 
certainly, either the idea held out in the declaration, meant 
that Great Britain intended to revi/e and concede, or delirtfd 
the people of ^Ameri^a to lay down their arms, and fubixlH 
to fiate their 'grievances^ and we will remedy theid if wc 
think proper^ ' • .:•-;.•..■• 
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Lord Narib faid he (hould not enter info a critical^ Hterat^ 
or philological interpretation of the paflage in tbededaratlcm^ 
ivhich gave rife to the prefent motion. He would» howeveiv 
aflure the honourable Gentleman, that adminiftration never 
meant to rela^ in purfuing the claims of this country, fo Ion|f 
as its legiflative authority was difputed. He referred the ho* 
nourable member to the commiifion under vhich the com^ 
tniiIionersa£led, to their firft proc]amation>.anddeiiredhimto 
compare them with the prefent, and fee if they did not aU 
iiibftantially correfpond ; whether they did not all teiid tp tbc 
fame point, to the reftoration of peace to America* Thisde* 
daration iuvitedthe people of America to that rdtoration ; 
and as a motive of encouragement, ;a3v«ell as wtth a view of 
eftablifiiing^a. lading union, to be rendered permanent, and 
cemented by mutual advantage, a revifal of all a£ts by w,hick 
his Majedy's fubje£ls in that xcountry tbtnk themfetves ag* 
grieved, was held out. His Majefiy has>im>mifed to concur 
in thofe ads^ or royal in(lru£lions,<tbat depiesdimmedtately on 
himfelf; he is more explicit^ he has i^ngaged that they (hall 
be revifed, and tells his. colonies that he has alrea<^ dire&ed 
his co^imiflioners to that tStSt, As to the motiofv made fajr 
the noUe Lord, he mcifl be obliged to diifent fromit for feve^P 
ral reafons. Before, however, he proceeded to ftate thole 
reafons,>he would taketheWberiiy tofeibis:X4ord(hip right, as 
he fupppfed the error he me^t to allude to, led him to make 
the motion, and fupport it thijoughout, in his opinion, on very 
wrong grounds. The noble Lord's miftake was this ; thait 
the promife contained in the declaration watthe firfl of the 
kiiwl ; nothing could be more erroneous. It was the great 
principle that pervaded the conduS of admipidr^ation from 
the beginning.. It was the language of Parliament at the very ' 
outfet. In the addrefs of both Hoqfes, early in the month 
of February 1775, the conduA fince To faithfully pprfuetl^ 
was (Irongiy prelTed, and warmly recommended. One great 
objeft, nay the leading one, was to beargctevanG^s, to tranfr 
mit an account of them Jiome; and to engage^ on^he port of 
the legiilature;^ that redrefs would be granTed, M'hetever a juft 
caufe for redrefs exifted. That this was the firft opportunity 
the commiilioners had to difcharge tbat.part* of thetr duty,with 
any profpeft of fuccefs ; and why any oommiiriication of a 
|>lan already fanflioned by Parliament, or, .more pnoperly 
fpeakii>g, originating from it, {bouldbeiinrfiAedoalill fome 
of the fruits of the meafure, thus recommended, faf^^ufue ne« 
fi<0kf y> ^as more, he confefied, than be could polfibly per- 
ceive^ 
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t^ve. — His reafotis for giving a negative to the motioDt oa 
this ftsite of tht whole queftiohy would, he prefumed, be 
obvious to every member prefent, Ainerica have declarccl 
themfelves independent : why enter into deliberation about 
what you are willing to concede, till we know firft that they 
sfckno^wledge our authority ; and after they have returned ta 
Us as fubjeds^ till we know what would reafonably content' 
them i How is it p<^ble to treat, while they avow their fo^ 
Vereighty and independency } much lefs, to form legiilative 
tegulations for thefe who, both as fubje£b and indejpendent 
ft^es, have all along difputed our power and right of legifla« 
tion i Let them acknowledge the right once ; let them fairly, 
]f>oint out the conftitutional abufe of it^ and the grievahCes 
flowing from that abufe, and I fliall be ready to go into the 
propofed committee ; or to adopt the mod efficacious and 
fpeedy meafures, not only to remedy real grievances, but 
even to bend to their prejudices in fome inftaiices. In fuch si 
cafe, they would be heard wHb complaifance, and treated withf 
candour ; but for petitions to be repeatedly prefented to this 
Houfe, denying exprefsly the legiflative authority of Great 
Bntain^ is to the lad degree nugatory and abfurdj and 
muft continue to be ever rejeded or Unanfwered ; for thoiigh 
tbe purport of the generality of thofe petitions, fub(lantially» 
%t leaft by implication, recognlfe th^ authority of Parliament^ 
their contents, taken in another light, compofed partly of flat 
deniats of the fuperiority of this country, of aflumed £a£tsy 
and a fpecies of argumentative reafoning, controverting the 
Very power which they are at the inftant appealing to, will 
ireml^r fuch appeals rUliculoiis and inadmiilible, till they ac- 
C^pmpany them with a clear, explicit, unequivocal acknow- 
ledgmiecU of the right. — His Lordihip added befides, that the 
prefent motion, if agreed to, infteadof producing any good 
ooniequence, might produce the very worft. The affair was 
at prj^lent in the hands of his Majedy's miniflers, by the ex*^ 
prefs a^vic^ of Parliaitient ; the motion might retard it,^ not' 
that he entertained any great hopes of its foccefs. Still Par- 
liament had advifed it ; bis Majefty was willing to co-operate 
in effe^ing the fame purpofe, upon every parliamentary, ra-; 
tjionalf and confident rt>le of condud. C3n the whole, there«» 
€oret be could not pofllbiy difcover what fervice the agreeing, 
with the motion could anfwer, but he faw many ihconve-' 
aiencei^ and much poffible mifchief it might be produ£(ite 
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Mr. Fffx obferved, howfoever abfurd and incon/l/ient admi* 
niftration had (hewed themfelves in other refpeds, in their 
neafures rehitive to America^ and their profeiTed contempt for 
Parliament, they had beeti perfedly uniform and cpnfiftent. 
Tiiey had all along mahifefted the moft contemptuous treat- 
ment of that Houfe. He was always with the majority of 
the Hdufe in one point, though not upon other occafions, ire 
fupporting its dignity, privileges, and confequence with the 
people, which, in every meafure relative to America in par- 
ticular, had been moft fliamefully violated ; every informa* 
tion was denied, or purpofely held back. The operations 
cTf war, it is true, were communicated with all poflible often- 
tation and parade; but the only proper objedcof parliament 
tary attention were totally negleScd, and left to be collefied 
from chante, vague rejports, or a newfpaper, while the ne-^ 
gotiations for peace, in which Parliament and the nation 
were much more deeply interefted, as the welfare of this 
country more immediately depended upon them, were kept 
in a ftate of concealment, as if minifters were ajhamed to own, 
as well they might, that after all the blood and treafure which 
had been f^ent in the unhappy conteft, they are obliged in the 
end to offer thofc very conditions which they had fome years 
fince rejected, with every mark of dtfpleafure and difap** 
probation* The account from New York, he obfervwl^ 
was received late on Saturday night ; an extraordinary Ga^^r 
Itette, announcing the retreat of the provincials from thaC 
city, was publiihed early on Monday morning ; another 
Gazette followed it the fucceeding evening; aiid yet ar 
fyllablc of the declaration never tranfpired. He firft heard 
it at the Qpera the preceding evening, and read it that 
morning in a newfpaper) ftill doubting its being genuine^ 

, till he heard it authenticated by the two noble Lords on the 
oppoiite bench. He begged to be underftood, that he did 
Aotmake ackarge of intentional concealment ; but he con- 
tended, thatminifters were no lefs culpable than if they con*f^ 
cealed tt (torn defigni ; particularly, when the omiffion included 
10 it the moft manifeft and mortifying inattention to Par«^ 

^ liament, whofe fentiments the penner of theabove decfiatation 
had virtually t' sM, he wooid add, audacioufii^^ engaged for, 
there being but littte Or no eflfential difference, according to' 
theprefent well-known //m^/t difpofition of that Houfe, be- 
tween a royal promtfe to' concur in the rpvffkl of certain adsr 
of the Britifli legHIattiref and an adual folemn engagement 
of ^e whole legiflatikre for itidue and faithful p«^fonioianfe:e» 
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In America^ he fakl, all was peace, conciliatloiit and pt« 
xentai tenderners ; in England, nothing but fubjugation, un- 
conditional fubmiffion, and a war of conqueft, Withthiit 
view admlniftration procured a pamphltt to be written and 
fent to America, where thoufands of them were diftributed 
gratis I while in England the title was not fo much as known^ 
till jrfter the publication on the other fide the Atlantic. 
Publications of a very different tendency are encouraged 
here. America is to be fubdued ; taxes are to be obtained ; 
charters are to be modified or annihilated at pleafure. Thefe 
dodrines fecure a party, and the bulk of the people on this 
fide of the water ; while the mod moderate meafures and faf- 
cinattng promifes are held out on the other, in order infidi- 
oufly to trepan and deceive. He returned to what he called the 
ihameful inattention and negleA which minifiershadfhewnia 
their condud towards Parliament ; and as government had 
taken fo much pains to conceal the proclamation alluded to^ " 
he had firong reafoHs to fufped, that other matters of a fimi* 
lar nailure were fnpprefled, and never permitted to fee the 
light ; if there have been any fucb, whv have not Parliament 
been made acquainted with them ! Is it not reafonable* that 
'this Houfe (hould know them ? He then addrefled and aiked 
the treafury-bench if every fiipply tliey demanded had 
not been granted ? Why then^ in this, as well as every other 
inftance, keep back information, or, which was the fame 
thing, negled to give it to Parliament, which had aded fo ^ 
openly^ and put fuch confidence in minifters ? What was 
the return? either a dowtirighti defigned impofition, or the 
inoft grofs nonfenfci What do the commiflioners promife in 
the King's name ? That being moft gracioufly pleafed to con- 
curin the rcvifal of all aSs, &c. Does his Majefty, at any 
time, or Upon ahy occafion, concur in the revifal of any 
a<^« of any kind ? He may concur in the repeal of an a£^, 
0r in any amendment made In an aft which comes in the' 
(hape of a bill, wahing for the royal affent; but for pro- ' 
mifing to conctir in the revifal of a law which implies exa- 
mination and amendment, in ftages that he can poflibly take 
no part — it is rank ignorance or grofs deceit. Befides, though 
xniniAers were feriotts, the promife could not be fulfilled, * 
without Aippofing, that the opinion of Parliament was juft 
what mihifters f leafed to didate ; for what fignifies what his 
Majefly's good difpofitions may be, fince Parliament, it is 
well known, thinks differemly r If, therefore; revifion or 
revifal, he faid, n^ant any thing, it meant a vepeal, which 
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it was impofiible w expeft from the prefent Parliament, a» 
they had fo fr^uently refufed any motion^ overture,- or pro- 
pofition-, tending even that way. He finiflied with obferv* 
Ing, that the coneimiflioners, efpecially Lord Howe^ were 
known to be friends to conciliation ; and for that reafoni 
were i^ot (ent out till fo late in the feafon^ that government 
knbw the Americans muft have declared for rndependency^ 
i^ore thef arrived. He declared it as hid firm opinion^ 
that there could be m p^ce in America, without a complete 
relinquilhing on our part of the claim of taxation ; that the 
Goiigfeft might well call the propofitiony of the court of 
Great Britain' Inftdious, if the Hbufe of Commons refufed 
to fupport thti declaration of the commiflioners i that the 
^xprenrons tn the declaration were complained of as notbe- 
irtg clear ; but that whenever an exprefiion was reprefented 
ks not cleaf) the aA accompanying it muft be taken as iti 
commentary. If^ then^ the declaration in queftton is not 
cltMy how muft' America^ underftand it, when by the vote of 
this Hdufty this day, ihould the noble Lord's motion be 
iiegativedi they (ball plainly perceive, that the Commons of 
Gr^ Britain bad peremptorily refuG^ to concur in rendering 
tits Majefty's gracious difpofitions efFe£Hve i 

Mr. fP^idderbume* The reafons which hate been given^ 
Mr. Speaker, for agreeing to the prefent motion, are, J muft 
tonfefSi fuch as by no means convince me. I have not a 
46ubt * but the noble L«)rd who made it, wilhes for nothing 
fo itouch, as to accelerate the means of peace ; — and my rea*' 
foii for oppofing it is, that I think it would eifeSually mai^ 
the whole deflgn. It is at prefent in the hands of the com- 
inifltonerSj regularly in the common and natural courfe of 
bufinefs ; but to comply with this motion wOuld be at oncd 
to take it out of their hands, and to raife jealoufies in thtf 
Americans, at the defigns or poweri of fhofe commiffioners« 
Such aconduft here, might be produSive of the word con<* 
f^quehc'es. — It might, in the firft inflance, be dei^tned ait 
a£t of fubmijjim on our part, not of favour or condefcenfiori 
to thofe who look upon themfelves as a fovereign flate^ and 
laoally deny our authority. It would difcredh the com- 
miffioners,' and throw diffietilties in the way of the negotia-* 
fion, tiovir probably begun ; becaufe, by giving them the 
j>refcnt propofed fan£lion, it would point oiit that they were 
ifoi lefore armed with parliamentary powers, adequate to the 
ptofeflfed Otqcfts of their commiffion. On the other handy 
it may . be 4)rodttftive of eyily as K. compels 11$ to give thd 
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propofitibn a negative, which is far from being thedilpo* 
4ition of the Houfe, when America (ball acknowledge thfe 
iupremf Icgiflative right of thiscountry, and by fnch ac- 
knowledgment lay a juft conftitutional claim to our favouir 
and proteAion. Lei it be confidered what is the prefent fitu- 
ation of the colonies. They are in a ftate of declared inde* 
"pendency. — Would you admit that independency, or treat 
vriththemas independent ftates ?— ^Or comd you, confiftcntljr 
*vmh common fenfe and prudence, revife afts by way of 
obliging thofe, whofe principal obje6l at prefent is not foch 
revifion, but to render themfelves free from all connexion 
^th you as their fuperiors? It has been obferved, that the 
King has anfwered too much for the legiflature of this king«- 
Tlom in the expreilions of the proclamation in queftion.— ft 
;^ppears to me very different. Sir. — His Majefty there fpeaks 
only as the head and mouth of the nation and the legiflature. 
by afluring them that the legiflative power is ready ana 
^^^itlmg to hea^ their grievances, and revife any of their aAs 
which may prove grievances. To think the words of the 
proclamation mean any thing elfe, is to torture them (Irange- 
ly. Relative to thefe grievances, what are they which we 
can enter into a re vi (Ion of r The principal that have been 
mentioned to-day, are, taxation and their charters : — ^Aiid 
would you enter upon the queftion of taxation by way of 
a means of reconciliation ? — Impoflible! — There is at prefent 
but one point which muft be fettled as a preliminary ; it is 
that of independency ; if they adhere, as I have no doubt 
they will, to that, there can be no difajflion of other points ; 
it is in vain to think of it. And as to their charters, they 
are not atall the queftion at prefent ; for reftore their charter 
of King William, will they be fatisfied ? No. They are as 
unwilling to fubmit to the terms of thofe charters, as to the 
Bofton aljis— t-they openly declare this. Hence, therefore, 
1 may fairly and reafonably aflert, th« t till the fpirit of 
Independency is fufbdued, |t is idle to come to any re-» 
folutions or revifions, ^ as means qC conciliation. Take the 
fword^out of the hatid of the governing part of America, and 
I have inot a doubt but a very confiderable part of that coun* 
try will return to its obedience wjth as much rapidity as it 
f-eVQlted. Is it poflible, that gentlemen can give their atten- 
tioo fa tnoch to one fide of the queftion, and read one fid^ 
only, fer ;*8io imagine the Americans are fo free ynder their 
i^refent goi^Wifiment, as to have any reafon to wifli for a con- 
titmW^^f it I The very-contrary i? thcf^fl i the Congteft 
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does not govern America ; it tyrannizes over it ; the power 
and punifliment of imprifonment, as praflifed there> are ty* 
rannical to the highcft degree, and utterly inconfiftent with 
every idea of freedom. The liberty, of the prefs U annihi- 
lated ; a printer that dared to print any thing contrary to 
their fyftem and intereds, would be inftantly ruined — nor 
is even the freedom of private letters, or private conver^- 
fation, permitted ; deflru£tion hangs over the man who ven« 
tures to write, or exprefs a fentiment in oppofition to their 
opinions. This horrid tyranny is what we may rationally 
hope to be fo far diflfolved, from the difference of the troops 
on both fides, as to enable the opprefled tyrannized Ameri- 
cans fafely to avow their real opinions, and to return with* 
out danger to their duty. — As to a point which the honour* 
able Gentleman much infifts on, — ^the deiign in adminiftra* 
lion of keeping the proclamation fecret, — it appears ftrange 
to me that any perlon Ihould think of fuch a thing, unlefs 
from the mode of reafoning which he is fo ready to adopt, 
that, having fo much folly in it, it is the more likely to he the 
work of this miniftry. — Folly indeed to make that a fecret, 
which was polled upon the walls of New York ; and this I 
think is reafon enough why it was not inferted in the Ga* 
zette — ^there was no call for it. I (hould aflc the Houfe 
pardon, for having troubled them fo long upon matters which 
appear to me of little confequence ; but before I fit down, I 
ihould remark, that it appears a ver][ fudden and unexpeded 
way of bringing in a debate, after it was fo generally under* 
ilood that no bufinefs of any confequence was to come oh in 
the Hoiile before the recefs ; — but as I was not at the Opera 
)aft night, where this manoeuvre was planned, I mu(l be ex- 
cufed if I have not treated it in all its parts in the manner 
fome might expe£l. 

^r. Burke. Rejoiced I am, that the learned Gentleman 
has regained, if not his talent, at lead his voice ; that as he 
would not, or could not reply the other night, to my honour- 
able friend, charmed as he mufl have been with the powerful 
reafoning of that eloquent fpeech, he had the grace to be filenc* 
On that memorable occafion he lay proflrate on the oblivious 
fool, confounded and ajiounded: though called upon by the 
whole Tatanic hoft, helay proflrate, dumb-founded, and una* 
ble to utter a fingle fyllable, and fuffered thegoadsof the two 
Boble Lords to prick him till he fcarcely betrayed a fiQgle figa 
of animal or mental fenfibility. Why, Sir, would he not be 
iilent now,*—- inftead of attempting to aafwerjt what in truth 
* ' ■ ' was 
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^as unanfwerable? But the learnedGcntleman has now called 
to his afliftance the bayonets of 12,000 Heffians ; and ashe 
thinks it abfurd to reafon at prefent with the Americans, he 
tells ns, that by the healing, Toothing, merciful meafures of 
foreign fwords, at the breads of thofe unhappy people, their 
underfiandings would be enlightened, and they would be ena« 
bled to comprehend the fubtilties of his logic. It was well 
faid, on another occafion, that your fpeech demands an army ! 
— and [ may fay, that the learned Gentleman demands blood'; 
reafoning, he fays, is vain ; — thc/wdrdmufi convince Amcr\cM, 
and clear up thej^r clouded apprehenfions. Xbc learned Gen- 
tleman's abilities furely defert him, if he is obliged to call fuch 
a coarfe argument as an army to his afTiftance ;— -not that I 
mean any thing refleSing on his parts— I always efteem^ 
and fometimes dread, his talents. But has he told you why 
commiffioners were not fent fooner to America ? Has he ex- 
plained that eflential point ? Not a jot. Why, after the aft 
pafled for them, why were they delayed full (even months, 
and not permitted to fail till May ; and why was the com- 
tniflion appointing them delayed till the 6th of that month ? 
'■ — ^Anfwer this. The blood and devallation that followed, 
5vas owing to this delay ; upon yoilr confcience it ought to 
lay a heavy load. If the meafure was right, and neceflary 
in order for conciliation, as the King declared in his fpeech it 
4he opening of that feflion, why was it not executed at a 
time in which it could be effeftual ; inftead oiht\tig purpofely 
idefcrred to one when it could not poflibly anfwcr any end but 
that of adding hypocrify to treachery, and in/ult and mockery 
to cruelty and oppreflion ? By this delay you drove them intp 
the declaration of independency ; not as a matter of choice^ but 
neceffity \ — and now they have declared it, you bring it as an 
argument to prove, that there can be no other reafoning ufed 
with them, but the fword : what is this but declaring, that 
you were originally determined not Xo prevent^ but Xo puntjh 
rebellion; not to ufe conciliation, but an artny ; not to con» 
vince^ but to dejlroy /*-^Such were the elFefls of thofe feven 
months cruelly loft, to which every mifchief that has hap- 
pened fince, muft be attributed i 

But jftijl the learned Gentleman per fifts, that nothing butthc 
comttiinfioners can give peace to America ;— it is beyond the 
power of this Houfe. What was the refult of the conference 
with the delegates from the Congrcfs ? Why, we are told, 
that they met in. order to be convinced that taxation is no 
grievance — no tyranny ufed to be the phrafe \ but that i? out 
' -E4 of 
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of fafbion ncrw. Then^ Sir, what at^ infuit to atl America,, 
was it to fend as commiflione'rs, none hut the commanders of 
the fleet and army to negotiate peace !^Did it not ihew ha¥ir 
much you were determined, that the only arguments yoa 
meant to ufe, were your broad-fwords and broad-fides I Let 
.me aflert, Sir, that the do£trines to belaid down in America^ 
-would not have been too trivial an occafion, even forthe rea^ 
foning abilities of the learned Gentleman htmfelf. — But, ^r> 
you may think- to carry thefe do&rines into execution, and be 
miftaken too ; — the battle is not yet fought ; but. if it was 
fought, and the wreath of vidory adorned your brow, dill is 
not that continent conquered ; witnefs the behaviour of one 
miferable woman, who with her fmgle arm did that which 
an army of a hundred thoufand men could not do-— arretted 
your progrefs, in the moment of your fuccefs. This mifera* 
ble being was found in a cellar, with her vifage befmeared and 
fmutted over, with eyery mark of rage, <lefpair, refolution, 
and the mod exalted hfroijm^ buried in combuftibles, in order to 
fire New York, and perifli in its afhes ; — (he was brought 
forth, and knowing that (he would be condemned to die, up«- 
pn being aiked her purpofe, faid, To fire the city ! and was de» 
.termined to omit no opportunity of doing what her country 
called for. Her train was laid and fired ; akid it is worthy dl 
.your attention, how Providence was plea fed to make ufe of 
, thofe Humble means to ferve the American caufe, when opeft 
force was ufed in vain. — In order to bring things to this un- 
1}appy fituation, did not you pave the way, by a fuccefliion of 
ads of tyranny ? — For this, you fliut op their ports ; — cut off 
, their fi(hery.|— 'annihilated their charters; — and governed 
-them by ^n army. Sir, the recolledion of thefe things, being 
the evident caufes of what we have feen, is more than what 
.^ught to be endured* TJ)is it is, that has burnt the noble city 
•of New York ; that has planted the bayonet in the bofoms oi 
my principals ; — in the bofom of the city, where alone your 
wretched government once boafted the only friends (he could 
num[ber in America«--^If this was not the only fucceflion of 
events you determined, and therefore looked for, why was 
America left without any power in it, to g'lve fecarity tq the 
perfons and property of thofe who were and wilhed to be loyal? 
r-^this was eflential to government;, you did not, and might 
therefore be well faid to have abdicated the government. 

I have been reading a work given u^ by a country that is 

perpetually employed in produ<5lions of merit--^ believe it 

is ACft pubUfhed jet — ^the Hiftofy of Philip the Second \ and 

5 I there 
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I there find, that that tyrannical monarch never dreamt of difc 
tyranny exerted by this adminiilration.*— Gods ! Sir» fiiatl 
•we be toidy that you cannot analyze grievances ?--— that yon 
can 4iave no communication with rebels, becaufe they have 
declared for independency? — Shall you be told this, vrhea 
the tyrant Philip did it after the fame circumfiance in the Ne- 
therlands ? — ^By edi£t he allowed their (bipt to enter their 
port^^ and fufFered them to depart in peace f"— he treated with 
them ; — made them propofitions ; — ^and pofitively declared 
that he would redrefs all their grievances.— And James IK 
-when he was failing from France, at the head of a-tormidable 
force, aflifted like you by foreign troops, and having a great 
party in the kingdom, ftill olfFered fpecihc terms ;-*while hit 
^cKoepticjns of pardon were few, among the reft my hoiMMira^ 
J)lc friend's anceftor, Sir Stephen Fox : — But you will ofFef 
atone ;-^you fimply tell them to lay down their arms, and 
^hen you will do juft as you pleafe. Could the moft cruel 
conqueror fay lefs ? Had you conquered the Devil himfelf in 
hell^ could you be lefs liberal 1 No ! Sir, you would ofier 
no terms ;— you meant to drive ihem to the declamtion of 
independency :— ainl even after it was iflfued, ought by your 
tirfEers to have reverfed the efkSt» You would not receive the 
retnonftrance which I brought you from New York^ becaufe 
it denied your rights .to certain pbwers ;— ^yet the late King 
of Fitince received the remonftrances from his parliaments^ 
tfast ekprefsly denied his right to the powers he was in ;the 
conftantcxerctfe of— anfwtred ibem, and even rtdrcffed fome 
iDf the^grievances which thofe vdry remonftrances compiaiued 
bf, though berefufed to grant what he thought morepecu«> 
iijttly intrenched upon his own auihbfity. 

In this fituation. Sir, ftlocktng to fay, are we called uponbf 
lanl^^r prockmation to go to the altar of the Almighty, with 
war and vetigeance in our hearts, inftead of the peace of 
iDur UefTed ^viour;-«-he faid, <* My peace I give yw*^** 
*^but we ave, on this fitft, to haloe w«r only in our heartt 
land mouths ; war agarnft our 4»rethre;n. — Till our diurches 
are purified from this obomhiable fervi.ce, I (hall oonfider 
4hem, not as the temples of the Almighty, but as ^eiyna* 
^ogues of Satan. An zSt not more infam^us^ rcfftS^p^ Ht 
political puvpofes, than 6ia/piiMauisBad profane zssLfrC^a^dni 
fl:& of national devotion, when the .people are called lupon, in 
the moft fdlrann and cwfol SDantier, to vepairto church, «9 
pattake of Ji<&cramem, and at ike £aat of the altar to iCcsb^p^ 
mx facrllege^ to perjure themfelves publicly by charging 

their 
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tbetr American brethren with the horrid crime of rebe1Iioi%^ 
with propagating ^^/pecious fal/ehoods^" when either the tharge 
muft be mUrioufly falfe^ or thofe who make' it, not knovi'ing 
it to be true, call Almighty God to witnefs to not zjpicisus^ 
but a moil audacious zrA.blafphemQus falfehood. 

Mr. Rous entered into an abftratf difcowfe on the nature 
.of civil government, and applied his reafoning on the fub-> 
}t:Gi. to the grounds of the prefent difpnte fubfiiHng between 
Great Britain and^ her colonies. From thence he proceeded 
10 (late the various difficulties which prefented themfelveson 
either hand on the fybje6l of taxation : whether the right 
was fufpended or concealed on our part, or acknowledged - 
or exercifed on the other, it would be liable to ftrong object 
tions. However, there was onjt point, as a grand prelimU 
tiary» which muft be the bajis of every conciliatory ftep cm 
cither fide ; that was a clear unequivocal acknowledgment of 
the legtflative fupremacy of the Britiih Parliament* If that 
was mi to be obtained but by the force of arms, he con* 
feflfed, that he was moft eagerly defirous that arms Ihould 
be reforted to ; that pn^ably the advantages we had lately 
obtained at Long Ifland, and in the neighbourhood of New^ 
Yorkf might give us an-opportunity of eftabliihing a civ>I 
gover^noent in that province, the exaonple and influei|ce of 
which, when accompanied with zprttmifi of a ndrefs of real 
grievances, might be prodiiAive of the moft happy and falu*> 
tary confequences.-*^After making a great many obferra- 
tions, he concluded thus: — *' That he would be better 
pleafed to fee Britain dying of the wounds (he might receive 
in this unnatural conflid givea.by her rebellious ungrateful 
^ildren, than confent to one conde/cmding ^ef thzt might 
jlund to tarnifh her former glories* " 
' Mr. Byng obferved, that adminiftration bad all alongaded 
upon fyftem, and, however miftaken they might be as to 
jome of the effeds of their meafures, they never loft fight of 
the great objeA they had in contemplation from the begin«^ 
nklg; that was, to compel Anverica to cohfent to ^mconditionat 
fubosiiffion, which was^ in odier words, to eonfent to be 
flave 54 or, in the event of their refufal and confequent re- 
fift^nce, to endeavour to fubdus or extirpate them. — This he 
conieaded was the great pervading principle which governed 
^ Atnerican fyftem,.and fuch was. the intention of thofe 
tq .w)K)m carrying it into execution was committed.— ^The 
oppofitjon given to the motion. made by -the noble Lord near 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ji.l^J6. DEBATES. «) 

Um (Lord J. Cftvendifli)^ wat of a piece with ^ wbote of 
the tniniftectal cociduA fince the commeocenicliit of this hii* 
iinefs. — MiBifiers in private, and their runners in public^ 
were conftantly known to load the officers intruded whh the 
fuperior commands with reproaches, or flatly to charge them 
with difobedience of orders, and with tjic comipiffion of a£b 
to which they were not authorised*— Such, he prefumed» 
iiras the true purport of what was now urged againft the mo* 
tion. The declaration imports imt thing, the obTious -coa* 
tents another ; however, if a difierent interpreiatioa flioutd 
be put on it by the Americans, we ftill have two ways to get 
rid of it, and (ItU keep up a iemblance of good fa|lh ; for we 
retain the rhght of explaining cur own meaning, or of dis- 
owning the declaration as eitceeding the powers granted bf 
the commiffion, and, if more dofely prefied, of exceeding 
the powers granted by Parliament ; fo that whatever the de« 
claration promifes, can be of no avail, but to j^|8W America 
by falie lights. Our aim is unconditional fubotiffion ; evety 
conceflion beyond that* we can explain away, and di£iwow««-« 
He finally obferved, that this underhand condud on the part of 
adminiftration,.anrwered more purpofes than one; it an- 
fwered in a military, as well as a civil capacity, to ftreen 
and vamifh over, as well as to miflead and betray. Thua 
they had the addrefs and effrontery to (hift the cenfnre they 
^roukl have fo defervedly incurred oiF their own (houldenu 
^Thts he inftanced in the.perfons of Carleton, Howe, Clin« 
ton, and feveraf others, who were reprefented by tbeir 
runners about town, and even by fome oif the principals, at 
m^% igf^rantf rojhf or ina^ivey according as it fuiied thi 
pKfent moment. — He (hould not have particularly adverted 
to thofe circumflances, be faid, if it had not called to Ma 
fecoUedion xhtfaU of a near relation, who fell a facrifice tm 
die lame treacherous motives of felf-acquittal. 

Lord GsTfe. Gtrnmhu next fpoke, and faid, he arofo to 
€^t9kT up fome matters of fad. That the noble Lonl, wh# 
inade the motion, had fuppofed that he received the prodft« 
9iation w^h the difpatch from General and Lord Howe ; 
that, on the contrary, the proclamation was left at FalomfA 
H^ith other piatters, and coming up to town in the ordinal^ 
way, did no^ i^e^ch his hands ttU Monday morning, whe^ 
^e extrao«dimiry Gazette was already publiflied. Thai 
lus/orbore to iofert \i in Tueiday's Gazette, becanfe ht 
i«al)y 4id not think it of impoftaoce enough ; that it 
V.as not cqnc^akKJt i^^ny C9piies having been pafted 9gaisA 

the 
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tiic .wirltsirf Hew Yoric^ ftiid msntiy ftnt tA\ Wer Arti^rj<s», 
Tliat a$$t ivoi'cmly'pBrt.Df atreaty, he ttionght it impropfet 
toipublifli it^^ind he conoeifcdit was altogether untifua), ai; 
4»e iemcriibered the canfvef rations »betw«en Lord Chatham 
(mhtn Mr. Pitt) and Mouiieor dc Buffy, previous to thfc 
^nijl^Mig the tneaty of peace -with France, were never -pub*- 
jtflied. With regard to^the.graat AnMrican queftton, he faki^ 
it wasendfeft to argue upon it. Every |;entien>an prefen^ 
he doubted not, had'fotiiwd his opinion, and that the Houfe 
(n^gbt debate^to eternity without altering the diiFerent ideas 
t)f diffasent vnen. That he, from bis opinion, called the 
ikixwricaits febelsy and approved of the meafures purfued 
.agM<^^^kcm%y.goirernment ; that he was averfe to the pre* 
icsit motiosH as^it would deprive General and Lord Howe of 
ifae honaiir 'of .making peace wirii America, an honour which 
Im^flatterod^himfelf the gentlemen on the op^ofite fide of the 
Houfe ^lifatd them to 1mm. 'As to the proclamation for a 
faftt he hiad>bi^forethi« day only jieard it read once in* coun« 
€4l»«nd theiefote from what the honQUtable Gentleman had 
'&ifl,.be had been induced to ^imagine, that the Archbifhop 
wkotjrevf it up might have mideifdme miibke > but that he 
had^BDw^read it, and thoii^ it^a very good and a irery prov 
pear procbinDation. His Xordfflrip then ipead it 'at the table^ 
fod havipg finiihed, declared the woids, << fpecious faife- 
boods,'' were prbperly introduced; he hid gentlemen re^ 
^Ilefi the American declaration for independency, andtheti 
aiktuf the rebels had not publtfbed << fpecioas felfehdods ?'* 
He hid them ^ead thehr feveral other publications^ and hei 
doubted ifotrtb^ would all agiee ^itfa«faim> that the aflfef^ 
Ii9n-»t» ntoft true ; but he ^bferved^ he could eafiiy accouni 
fei hisimt&eit^ the matter in the fame light a$ the honours 
fd>le 6entteman oppofite hhn ; he wasneither fo accomplished 
^n orator, nor fo exoelieut a divine ! • 

Mr.t j>fh;iihiSf lopened with d^ftrvfiig, that hd wjis ntc^f at 
the'O^peia (iftiiuding tu Mr. Solicitor General) on Tner^ 
dajr- euenitig, 4iad as he did wot imagine any newfpaper 
cdlnahled any matter iikely to entertain him, he had iiot 
ivaiifotie. that day; ihat he ceMfve down tt> Weftminfter-^ 
haU in the way of his prdfeftM, and had "come frotn; 
theiee into ftttt Houfe, wltk^^Qt^any' previous knowledges 
of I the dsktte; hut as iihe ^p4'oelftlflatiOa> i^ftd frbm* tM 
Mdwl^apttr:: pmdiiced- by^the'^Mu Lo^d bis* friend, hM 
bceft-vbclared'to he ^itbmfic by the ndMe L^ ill thelMtfe 
^bu^ iiod.ti^e JOifaear mM^L^d lirbofat Mi^t himfLoMfli 
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Kortk and Germaine), it ^^s evidiMit that newffMipel^mloFii^a 
Uridn wafr to^ be trafted a9 niBch a» that given in Wfkj other 
foHvntier* He declared bn amaBement, that* the motion 
%rhich had. bennf made (boitld be deemed lodden and tlUtimedi) 
lie faid", he knew of no time more proper for appointing t 
^c^ommittee for the revifion of Aksh ads as were deemed grie^ 
Vances by the Amaricang than the* ^efenu That the quef* 
tnan was not now^ what Ibould be altered, and wh^t ftould 
remain in force ;< that' thofe were confideratt(l»s to be agi* 
tated when they came into a- committee ; that it was high 
time the legiflature of Great Britain gave AmeTica realon to 
fiippofe they would not alwaye turn a deaf car to her com^ 
plaints ; that it appeared by the proclamation of Lord Howe 
that he had promifed in the King's name, tha.t fuch aSs z4 
they thought grievances fhouM be revifed ; tkat the ffomaC^ 
went to an alTertien; that Parliament, as a branch df ihe 
kgtflature, would enable the King to keep his word ; that 
therefore it was high time Parliament con winced America 
how ready they were to fecond the King's en^deavours to re^ 
ftore peace^ by beginning the good work w iih a revifat of 
the* a&s which opprefle^-Atnericay and a remcKval of thofii 
obftacles to a reconciliation^ He faid, the remarks of ^ 
learned Get^Iemen (^^ho bad taken tfie other* fide of the 
queftion) relative to the futility of the Ho^ufe^s taking inM^ 
their confideration what thfy thought tHie grievances of 
America, becaufe it might afterwards appear they were not 
. eonddered by the Aionedcans as grievances.^ was notoriotffly 
ill'founded. That the Gentleman did himfelf aod .tb« 
Houfe much wrongs if, becaufe ParlianSient had collecr 
ttvely been blind to the feveral petitions ai>d publicatiooa of 
America^ be fuppofed that the members ;as individuals had 
been equally blind, and negleded to peep i nto the petitions 
which had been prefentedi That all the miembers had m^da 
therefelves mafter$ of the fubjeft, and that the Houfe kneaf 
the grievances Atiaerica had to complain of, was Well aws^d 
what (he felt^s grievances^ and might wit h great certainty 
proceed to redrefs them. He faid, the lorarn/cd GentlieiQail 
had given fome new ideas of liberty ; he 6 ad declared, thai 
America muft be fubdued,. America muA be conquered! A 
order to Iwr deliverance. This fort of d(:liTerafice was ta 
iiim a nisw confequence of conqueft ; from all that he had 
lead or heard, he never knew that a ^onqtieied peopltr 
were a free people, and he believed the H^oufe woul^ jmo; 
wkh him in fuppofmg,. that. £rom time isaiXMiDQri^th^ very 

revcrfe 
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reveift of freedom had been the fate of the con^ nered* Af 
%> the obfervatioD^ that Lord Howe^6 firft proclamation waa 
aeceflary to inform the public that I^ord Howe was arrived 
tjt Amedca^ he faid» it might alfo have been proper to hav# 
publiihed the present, proclamation to fliew that be was dill 
there* The nobk Lord [Lord George Germaine], he faid^ 
bad accommodated himfelf to all parties, in hisreafons for 
not publtihing the declaration in the Gazette* To thoiia 
who tbought it ought to have been made public, he had de« 
elared> any man might read it in the newfpapers ; and ,U^ 
thofe who wiihed and thonght it ooght to be kept private^ 
he had faid, none could read it but thofe who chofe to take 
a voyage to New York) whore they would find it pafied on 
the walls of the half-burnt houfes; and that he had not 
printed it in the Gazette, becaufe Lord Chatham's private 
negotiations with Mooliettr de BnfTy were not printed there^ 
He fliould give his vote for the motion, although^ he faid^ 
he knew it would not be carried ^ and ended with declaring, 
in reply to Lord George Germaine's observation about the 
Faft proclamation, that he thought a church an improper 
place to promulgate a court creed in,' and that fo to a& waa 
-to profane the place of worfbip. 

The Houfe divided. For the motion 47^ agjuiift it io9« 
AdpHirned to Nov. 8. , 

Novimber 8. 

The Houfe in committee. Mr. Buliefm&ft&f **That 
45»ooo ieamen> including 169129 marines^ be employed for 
1777/' 

Sir George Tonge faid^ be ihould not oppofe' the motion,^ 
though he mud condemn the fervice for which tht greateft 
jMirt of the feamen were deftined. But while he approved 
of putting this country in a proper ftate of defence, he muft 
leprobate that rtiinpus fyftem Opon which the prcfenf civit 
•wstr was founded. He adverted to the declaration made by 
Lord and Geneml Howe, and pc?frtively affirmed the mi- 
jiiilers were by that declaration pledged to a rever&l of 
their fyflem with America, 

The honourabfc Mr. LuttrpUizxAy that thfe naval ftrength 
of this nation,- for the protcftion of Great Brttarn aind Ire- 
land, was by no means equal to the account publicly given 
by fome of the moil refponfible charaSers in office. So far 
from 23- (hips of the line fit for fea, as was aiTerted at the 
opening of Parliament by the firft naval authority in Great 

Britain^ 
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Sritaint and pofitively infifted on by a noble Lord over the 
inray (Lord George Germaine), in contradidion to real,* 
though melancholy fads (laced by another right honourable 
tnember (Colonel Barre) ; we had not, on the iirft day of 
the prefent feflion, a fufficient number of men to complete 
the corapiements of 1 3 fail of the 33 guardfliips then in coin* 
xrailiony fo as to render them in a condition to encounter an ' 
enemy ; and yet the higheft war eftablifliment of this coun« 
try is lower as to numbers than that of any other naval power 
in the univerfe. He conceived it to be the immediate duty 
of Parliament to take meafures for putting thefe kingdoms 
in a proper (late of naval defence^ and not fufier the moft 
ufeful of the (hips» and the flower of our Teamen, to be 
fent 3000 miles off, on a fruitlefs, romantic attempt, to 
reduce the vaft continent of America to unconditional fub- 
.iniflion ; utterly loft • to theie dominions (to borrow the 
words of a very emphatic orator [Mr. SolicitorGeneral] of the 
long robe) << by the folly of a few, the madnefs of forae, and 
the evil defigns of many, who have gone headlong into thefe 
defperate enterprifes.'' Let us be the more careful of what yet 
xemain's of empire and of liberty, nor leave thefe iflands in a 
defcncelefs ftatc, while our confederate enemies of France 
and Spain aAually command all the European feas with a 
fleet of 50' men of war. We (hould be told, perhaps, that 
it is highly improper thus publicly to expofe the weaknefs of 
cur navy to thofe inimical powers, of whom fuch ftrong ap« 
prehenfions are now expreiied. If there was a ray of hope 
confident with common fenfe, that fuch fpecious falfehoods 
of government could impofe upon the clear^fighted (latefmen 
on the other fide of the channel, or upon their minifters or 
emiflaries on this fide, we might allow that we had in the 
Jioble Earl the beft commiflioner of the admiralty that ever 
prefided at that board ; I mean fo long as the fafety of the 
nation depends upon concealing or dffguifing the truth ; fot 
'J verily believe him to be the only man of his rank and edii^ 
cation in thefe realms^ I atn fure he is the only proft^flfed 
momllft, who, after reiterated detection in the grofleft 
itnpofitibns, and deep-laid fiAions, cah rally again^ MlA re- 
turn to the charge with fo fanflimonioiis a compofurci, fo 
dauntlefs an effrontery, that the rarity and pet feftion of the 
vice almoft conftitutes it a virtue. 

Mr. Attorney GiHBralQzWtA Mr. Luttrell to Order, appeal^ 
ihg to the committee, whether fuch languAgei i^d fe perfo* 
nal an attack^ ought to be fuffered i 

Hon. 
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Hon. Mn I^itr^U faid,^ her wotdd perrevete in his privUegp^ 
)U; a re'prefehtative of the pepple, to fet forth » in as llrong co- 
lours as he pUafed) the official faults or iniquities of any ot 
the public minifters of thts. country, ^here he was ready t0 
fuppprt his allegations by circumftantial proofs. 
,- The Att^opity General infifted, that as there was oo accuCi* 
tion formally before the vHoufe, Mr* Luttrell could nqt^ 
confiftently with thcrules of the Houfe, proceed any fur- 
ther. , . , 

Hon. Mr. jLf/»r///repliedr, that.he would, at all haa^rd^^ 
pi'oceed in acquitting himfelf of l\is duty .^— He knew (wit,b 
rreat deference to that learned and refpeflablef Gentleman) 
he was within the law of Parliament, and the rights of every 
individual/member of \t ; and. that th^ plea of wanting 4 
formal accufation wks a chicane which Chould avail nothing $ 
for if the miniftry would fuffer him to carry a motion for 
the returns and (late of the navy, on which to ground his 
charges, he aflured the Hojufe he would do no lefs in confe** 
quence'of thofe abufes and D3al-pra£^ices which miift on \vx^ 
quiry come out, than follow iuch a (notion by an addrefs tQ - 
his Majefty,« that he would be gracioufly pl^fed, for tb^. 
welfare of his people, to Remove the Earl of Sandwich, not 
only from the office he now holds, but from the royal coun-^ 
cil$ and pr^JBrnee for ever/' He theo proceeded^ and ob*^ 
ferved, that to give the firft commiffioner of th^' navSil de- 
jsartment the palm of fpecious falfehoods^ while he had To 
many cooipetitors in the minifterial fraternity, was indeed na 
trifling compliment. He acknowledged he was run bard by 
ihofe men who give but to the world, that they have offered 
Opnditions of peace, and a ireal redrefs of grievances to the 
people x>f America, which offers have been rejeS^d by 
thofe men on the tr^afury bench^ who advance^ that the 
Congrefs have difavowed eVery purppfe of conciliation Chort 
6f independence.— -What conditions of peace, founded on -a 
fiedrefs of real grievances, have been offi^red to the Congrefs^ 
Or any delegates in whom the Americans put a truft? Shall 
we again bh Infulted atid naafeated' with your ambiguouSi 
hypocritical^ and infidious ptacarts and proclatnationS] tend<^ 
ifig only to allure and cajole a few dafiard renegadoes front 
the ^anfe prc5nftitutional liberty to ypur tyrannicat ftanr 
dards? We were told by a noble Lord, the other night,. 
** that* he would never allow the Icgiflative cjaims pf this% 
country IP he a grievatice." There were his very. words, I 
took tnetxl dPwn in^vr^tihg at]0ie uiHaQrhe utt^ed th^ni* 
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• Oqqofi'the firft crowir lawyers aildcd/ that nothing could 
fatisfy government Qiort of unconditioniil fubmiflion. *^ The 

. Ai^c/icans' harve*no 't^rnir to demand (faiid he) from your 
jafiice, whfltneyer they raay.ihope from your grade and^nercyL** 
Sir, ifyhen tlie hieathciif.empefior Glat^dfOS'^CKCir held Ca- 
ni^acus and all his firitifii wartiors in chains at his charibt 
:v^h;eel^,-he tailced riot fc proud a language to his captives, 
iAS tliefe Chrifiiaaminifiera, while they invoke the fpecial in- 

' -serpofitLMi of the Almighty, hold forth to their own coun- 

: try men iiitherto fuperior'to them in the lifts. In ibort, (Irip 
off themafk and fpedous falfehoods from every department 
of fhe ftate> as.it is now modelled, and the war is a war of 

. faxation^.a war of injuftice, impiety, and endlefs bloodihed* 
Mr. IVomkwetl warmly defended Lord Sandwich, and gave 
a lohg panegyric upon his private virtues, public talents, 
and tnduftry ; iaid> he was the bcft minifter, and* perhaps 
the wofthieft man in this country — (here the Houfe laughed 
heartily) ;. that iie was not to be hurt by the Shafts of that ve- 
hement member who fpoke laft. His Lordfliip ought to be 
revered and honotn-ed by every boned man in this country 
for his (etvices inahe department where he prefides; there 
never was. his equal in office; he gloried in calling him his 
friend, nor was there a maa' fo admired and approved of by 
foreigners* 

Hon.^Mr. Luttrell made a fhort reply, and ended by faying, 
he Verily believed that foreigners approved much of our hav- 
ing at thi& conjuncture &ch a man in fuch an office and au- 
thority, and that he might perhaps be worfhipped by the fa- 

. vages of lOtaheite ; . he meddled not with his worthinefs in fe- 
cial life, but he thought no good fubjedl of this country held 
him worthy of his pubKc truft. . . 

Lord Mulgrave faid, he was glad to find the honourable 
Member intended to move for a ferious parliamentary in- 
quiry into (be condu£l of his noble friend at the head of the 

■ AdmiraUy-boafd ; that whenevier the truth came out, the 
honourable Member, however prejudiced he was at this time^ 
by vague^ itl-foiKided,.and empty cohjeAures, would, if be 
had dny candour in his nature, become a^ convert to a bettoii 
fottnd^ and; more juft opinion : fEH* that the Britifh nation 

.had never known a/firft commiffibnerof the admiralty equal 
t0 the •pTBfdntidjcapacity arid tnqritoriotis fervices. He there^- 
fbrecMnUhed iherhoobiirkbb> Member, to move ap fair; public 
lattctftdJfr-ni^bkiSari'aabndu'fa'; and h«,.'ai.'thirMblc£arUi 
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• tfriendi, wtHihi &n)d, as iorvrard as any gentkmsm in oppofi- 
•. .tion could.poflrbiy dotofecoRd it« . . 

. Loid .JVistr^i alfia |;ot up in behalf loltLord Sdiid^ich.; firid^ 
MibiMajefliy J)ad; iaithai noble Earl a very capable. a;id:zeal* 
-iOUs&fiiaiityjBjio^Gna^ht DDVM :he tlim attackiod in iiis ai>- 
ivfence^ ffoni:a.iCoil£diQn of Jaofe fumufest aad low newf- 
^ape^ abufe ;Ttbai^itf tUe l\<)nottmbk Meofihn would linfiDrm 

• iliiafelf. ofjtheac^lrriefeft.o^'the noble .£af liiin htsiofficialicba-* 
'jz&Ati9 lie moft rtttia&'lhis ImpiutQiiDny iund admits 'tiMf the 
<.:xtip(l iabontQu&:ai«i eifaineictpubUc (enrkieskad beca nendertd 
^tbisempbe&fwoe iie catne to ihe nayol adtntniftratun ; nei- 
Vther CQUJd any: of his pred&reflbrs [upan the )¥hoie) <boaft 

equal 'pfeteiikfioiis to tbe appl^viie of tfais caaMsYy andtke 
.vd^eA of (Awry^usprejAdkedJtidividDal. . ' 

Lord Pah^erfime ifpoke in'fuppoct af.Loid Saiubwiiili^iaBd 

Dhc pn^feht board of adm-ira-hy ;.but >he Xaid^ that in eom- 

miending the noble Earl'^ affidutty and .talents, :he would not 

be jmdearitood !jlr»detra6l in any degfoeirorQ the^i;aile due to 

-Sir "Eidwaisd .Ha<wkc (row Lord Hawke),/witfa:whoni he had 

rlikewiie been in office* His Lovdfhip acquitneil Imnieif xrith 

va propfkty of tetnper, and in termis becomitiig Yhe peciiliai' 

: (if iiation of bailing'' fecved hiB Maje%:at ibe acknlralty-boafdy 

.under tbrjoe ffurce^ve admin«ftnUrQn&* ^ ^ 

Mr. Buller Rated the number of mariners in the Biilcfli ports 
^aaifiiSicitbt fov the defence.of thefe dominLoQ£, ai^dinainte- 
-nance of our national honour upon thefeas^ againft any com- 
bined powers '\vhalever that ;nught attempt jioftilitic8« r. \ 
► . [Mr. Liutrr^A rofe to reply to the forcral advdcaite&^for the 

• pdkU £arl ; 'but .fome {Irong.expreffioiis faiiingLfrom i^iniy 
^^hi<{h.&ei'De<I applied Xu Lord Mufgravey the btter viis enter- 

, ing upon too warm an altercattoo,:u hen ^ cooler ddalogne^wls 
uiecouunendsd td -both Gent! eixifin Jsy SirEdtt^ard Afli^ and 
•8i.r Fletober Npjion^ the. latteroi .whom defired the chaintiiin 
;40 fiead.thc refoiution, in urcisr to prefeive order, by keepifig 
;iiotb Abe .hevnourable Gentlemen to /the proper fubjed ooto- 
^taintdin thei-efolnticui;] 

V. Mr. ;LidftaU'M€&^ Lard Mttlgnaye, he vcas.nvit ;ipt to be- 
'iOpme » cprrvert:4ii fiticujipleJqr .perfuafion^ afiier be \nA onoe 
•'iidi»a[)edhis.caiiHl iipaii the beft lights his undeift&nding oonld 
i£u|nifl% ;.that Jthe two noble Lords^on the oppofke bMch dii 
-bin) injuHice, ivhen^hey imput(*d hif iconflu&alrdaecviiatiens 
'jti> anpnyftuuaflaisdefy Dcm yaguatf.unfubilantrti teflibivoivyrdf 
«d4iy tiatosft ^oshalcvcr^ Jhat eMtbenrtfais. faoa&elLliR'eke ja( the 
JUaUeJ^rl came4Q be inqnired int0| it would iib iiMind he 
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hmA fbtlni hitrnfttd anfatnlly tvstli twice ae Jbueh of the public 
TXioney 4s «ii)r one of hie predccdTors ki oiSee ; thcrrfere hb 
xknght <»f tafinly t<» Inme tiieAcct in « more iotmidabie.and 
tta^pidfbabic concKrioti^ tet certaiil it was^ that a great 
pan df thia tmafofe was not applied to the ufes Ibr wbiah it 
^Kfl» Urimted ^ ehive 'bad been a muitiinde of errors, aad 
anttokcorrtipeiwn) which he was prepared to produce evU 
dentst of» whenever the Houfe would give a candid hearing, 
HbtbaMbid Lord Mmlgrave for offering to fecond his hr- 
l{itifl^y^.but coeld never have expeSed fuch a favour froam 
^nember fortiuntiti^on* 

jtr Hu^ ^taiii/tr clofed the arguoaents in the comini€lee» 
^ Ay'itkgy he fioped the Houfe woirid take oonfidenQc w the 
'prdfenrt ftiengdb of loUr naval edablifliment «t itone^ cmd faf- 
ftdeiicy of ihifs and men. 

The ^eftion being put) was agreed to. The Honfe was 
nfifttied, and Mr. Speaker took the chair. 

H«yn. Mr* Zii/rrW/then moved) a6 the firft evidciXHs necef- 
fkTj'i on wbith to eAabliih the truth of hischarges, and even 
jfor ^e tnaieirial inforcnation df Parliahienr, independent df 
€he pi^opoTuladdrefs to the King, todifplace th^ Eafl tsf Sand- 
wich ; ** thatahc proper officers do lay on the table ^e Iftteft 
"weekif aK^counts received at the Admiralty^ prior lo the 
opening of the prefent fetfion of RarUainent^ from the admi- 
ral, or commander in chief, of all his Majefty's (hips and 
veflels at ehe feveral departments of Portfbouih, Chftthiim»' 
and Ptyntouth^ to^thor with the lateft we&k's accocmti'eGei^- 
^edattbeiftid board, prbrtt>rhecom{hencement of this&fiiony 
ofall^ibbps and veileU of war employed on obannel fervice^ 
orvn tbe coAft t^f Great Britain or Ineiand;'' Mr. Ltiltrcll 
laid, tbKit he wouM ihew by thefe accounts^ that tb^ inforad- 
nation -givei) to both iUifbikn of Par1iai¥yent, and the publtd, 
otrtbe ftrdrday of 4bf« feilion, of the ftate of the navy, whea 
.it was officially; alleged that we baJ 23 ihips of the lino, 
fit to take the feas, and many more in great for ward^nefe, and 
ibat oivt fleet at hom% wasthe*i a foil match' for the combined 
l^adtane tff France Jandfipain^ (houtd they vtfif ttvcffec^^^^, 
rincasa dMgit-vMs^ tt^iVs^A^jand u;/7/i^/ jmpofitionon ParHikfl<fn^» 
.and the whale nation. We liad ndt; he-faid^ near 7000 et- 
''ftt^ii^ tni^ ia tW ^3 guaitdihi^ptit together, and, tb£6m^ 
plots ^(bofr^(K«nplimems for war; *eair d^ertiWe Vhat ¥i«ttlbir 
w^mU ^ fe^tfjte. Oar fi^gate^i floop^,' and JVhirH c^rdft, 
«teM miaft pS ibem ^on nmote fet^ifM ^ and Mfofe'lMpte af 
the lioei put lately into :coauziiffiga>< alleged by the Ame- 

Fa rican 
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uiican fecrctary (Lord George Gcrraaincj' to.be ** in. great 
.fotwardneCs," had not, one. with another, a twentieth part 
;oi\their.war complement ; neither were the returns of the , 
linipreifed men in and about this metropolis^, on the firft night 
rof ifibing the vKarrants, above one third, in number of what 
Xthf runners .of government were ordered io fpread abroad. 
-AtPortfmoutli, and its environs, the intention of imprefling 
.men was known to all the feafariitg people 24 hours before 
the prefs gangs were in motion ;-fo we fucceeded but ill in 
.that quarter, andftill worfe on the weAern coafts. In ihort, 
if the people of England knew t\ic real (late of our marine 
^pOwer and refaoxces; and the great, fuperiority of our natu- 
iX9\ .enemies in the& feas, they would fcarce fuiFer fo many < 
-ihipts.^nd men to.be difpatched. to the furthefi quarter of the 
globe, even on a more rational and profitable porfuit than 
cthe i'edu£lion jof aur American colonies. to defpotifm, before 
we had fecured the feat of our empire from invaiion and ruin. 
'He-' was confident, after yvhat had paiTed, after the impatience 
.of the noble EarJ 'S friends to bring him to a fair ordeal, he ' 
:(aid, be ihould be. feconded. in this motion by one of the 
-lords of Ihe Admiralty, or the noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) 
Jrchiseye. 

1 The A/^r;ify G^wrfl/ argued ftrenuoufly againft receiving 
4hc matiourf And the friends of adrnini(lratiot) were for 
ithrowtn'g it out without furthei* difcufllon. 
\ Right hon. T, Tvwnjhtnd^ after (hew ingthat the motion was 
.ftriftly parliameruary> and; of material import to the bufinefs 
^theu before the HQ,ufef.feconded*it \ and aflced vvhut opinion 
^ny unprejudiced per/on. could entertain of thofe gentlemen 
iiyhoTo.ftrenuouflyiehcouraged the honourable Gentleman-in 
.Ubi'inqitiiry., and jiow, ihr«»nk from the trial. This datidef- 
.fifle.and nnvyarr^;Med ftep of withholding the firft official 
4»pers called for by. the honourable Member, would y/a^t/ a 
^tnterm on their. friend and patron, not much to his hoi^ur 
lor^hisiidvaniage. ^ . 

I. Mr. ^.- i/tff//fy.,likevyife fupported Mr. Luttrell, and 
^drew.A.Yery mournfal pidVire of this country in its prefeni 
^CQnditionj and a veity|0(liQus one of.thecMmiuiftraUon, and 
.the fyftcrns on w;hich they a£l. 

• Vrfli^n. Mr. Luttrell infifted, that the abfolute managetnent 
^f the maritime power of the Britiih empire was too arduouf, 
itoofoljd, rpQJmportaut^ tr uft, to be committedto ^bon^vkmnt 
iif .LorilSandwikhykYity;pf difpofiti^ and Jcnown depravity 
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of condu&f efpecially now the piping houcs of jiibilce mA 
dalliance are at an end ; and we ought to prepare for naval 
operations of the moft fubftantial and critical: import t^ the 
fafety of thefe iflands. The queftion being put, the mpticm 
ivas negatived without a divifion. 

Ncvember ^. v .. ^ , 

Report of the cotpmittee on the number of feameny ad^* 
journed to November II. - . . 

Kwembtr it... . 
.Landnasc> four (hillings. No debate. . t 

r Nox/embem. • ,' 
No debate. '*r ., . ' 

The fame. 

November 14. , . 

The fame. r 

November 15. » » 

Eftimates prefented. And, 

Refolved, That a number of land forces,, including thr^* 
thoufand two hundred and thirteen invalids, amounting to 
twenty thoufand feven hundred arid thirty-four efFedive ipen, / 
commiflion and ni>n-commiffioned officers includedj be em* 
ployed for the year 1777 ♦ - ; . > 

Reiolvedy That there be granted to his . 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of twen- 
ty thoufand feven hundred and thirty-four 
cfFeftive men, for guards, gar rifons, and . ' 
other, his Majefty *s land forces, in Gi^eat 
J^ritaiiti, Jerfey, and Guernfey, for the ; £• s. d. , 
year 1777 - ^ . - - 648^099 16 5 

Refolved, That there be granted to hiS 
Majefty, for the pay of the general and gei 
neral ftaff* officers in Great Britain, for the 
year 1777 - - - - - 11,473 18 6^ 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
l^ajefty, for maintaining his Majefty's 
forces and garrifbns in the plantations and 
Africa, including thofe in garrifpn at Mi* 
norca and Gibraltar, and for provifions for 
the fori^es ip North America, Nova Scotia, 
JJpwfoundland, Gibraltar, the Ceded 
Iflands, and AfricajL for the year 1777 949»7*® ''^ 3 

Refolded,- That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of th€ 

F J , ^ difference 
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dite#eil^ of pay btftwq^n di^ BfitiOi aiyd!.. ^« ; r;rkh :4& 
Ii4lheftaUi(hmeDt ofonejegimcntti^li^htr : . ' . 

dragocms^ afifdfix regihvems of fopty fepTiitg 
i»No*(h Aai«rica>: fop th^year .179171 -ri '47>»78 ^ 3 - 

Rcrolved, That there be gMM!«cdi:toihi8. 

Majcfty, for defraying the* charges o( five 
HanoA^^kii-VMtdibiis of CootatGibiialtar ,: ^.n . 

and Minorca, and for provifions foi tho : i. . 

three battalions of the faid troiapsvaft Gib- « 

raltar, for the year 17.77- - .^' w * jfe^fey^ 'liji' 4f 

Refolved, That there be* granlvd^ta his 
Majcfty, for defraying the charge of twelve [' .' 

thoufand (Ix hundred zridf^xty^Xevtia men,, 
the troops of the landgrave of Hefle Caflel, 
in the pay of Great Britaiir, together jn^ith 
the fubfidy for the year 1777, purfuant to 
treaty - . - ^ . . 336,932 I 6| 

Refolvpd, That there be eraotedf to his 
Infejefty, for defraying thcf charge o# a re« 
giinent of foot ot^ Hanau^ in the pay of * . '. 

G^peztf Vhhmriy- together v?hh the fubfidy^ 
prar^iafyt ^^t^'tfe%%y with the hereditary) >. *\ ~. 

princeofHpfle Caflel, for the year 1777 . iS,i8k Ij 6| 

Refolved, That tliere be granted;^ to hte 
Majefty, for defraying thd ckafg« of a ^e- ..,....: 

giment of foot of Wald^cb, in-tiiepay o^ . ' , . - . 
Great Britain, together with the* fulb'iidy,. .( . 

purfuant to treaty with- the tie^mirgpfittce .,/'-. 

pf'Waldecky'for thO'yeaM777'"^- . - - ' if^^ij^ ^8 2^ 

Refolved, That there be granted- to his ' 

Majefty, for defrayi^ the chai»gev<rf 'four - ' ^ • 

thoufand three hundPedtmeR^ thetroopsoi . .r . . ;. 

the reigning duke o^JB!ruf)(wid^j ifi t4M pi]i. 
of Great BSri»ftl»*> together with the fubfidy 
for the year 17771 pursuant to^peaty^ - 939947^ f^ 8 

Refolved, That »h^i«e be-'gnairterf'toibte 
Majefty, for defray Jng»thedhSpg0 0fproiri» 
fionsfor the foreign W0op&fervi*ig^^inNortli« ' 

America, in the pay o4^ Great Bt^tait*, fof* 
the year 1777 - ^ . - - 4l;4?? ^t ?$ 

Refolved, That 4?heP6-be^gpantoAto hiv • * * 

Afejefty, to make good a dfc&ieopy in^itQ 
fum voted laft feflion of parliament, for tJie 
charge of the troops df^rhelafx^ft?eo01^fll(' 1 . 

^ "■ '•' . * Calfel, 
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CaflWi to^thradth of December 1776^ t^ij S-~3J 

Refolved, Tnal there be.^ramfed^torliiit :*' 
Majefty, to mske-foodfadeficieney in the *- * ' 

fum voted lad feflioit ef ptrliement for the . 
charge of the rcgio^ent of : foot of Hanau^ . . 
to the a4tfa^ of December 1 776 - 1,01} 16 K»i 

ReTolvody That iberb be giiaoled. to hb - 
Majefty, for di^frayiiig. the charge of art tlw 
lei^forithe? foneigh troops in the pay of . ' 

Great Britain, purfnaiitto tmaties,. fei^the >• ' < 

year 1777 -. - a6>©S3 7 '4 

Refoivedr That there be^graotedta his 
Msgefty, tewarde* defraying the ©hiirge of 
artiiiery fbi* the foreign troops' in the pay^ 
of Gieat Britain, parftiiant to tveoties^* for 
the year 1776 -» - 5f«5^< ft** 3| 

' Refolvcd, That (granted to his Majefty 
laft feflion of parliament/ for defraying,the 
charge of the artillery of ther landp-ave of 
Hefle Caflelf in the pay of Great Britain, * * 

for the year 1776J ther<?be g«inred^ to his 
Majefty, . towards defraying the charge 
of artillery for the foreigil tlN^opsiinbhe pay 
of Great Britain, purfuant to treaties, for • 
the year 1776 - - '3»973 '^ o 

Refolved, That (granted tbWs' Majefty 
in the laft feflion of padiameifty for defray- * 
ingthe'chargeof the artillery of Hanai^, in 
the pay of Great Britain^^urA^ant to treaty) 
tliere be grafnted' to hit MfljeAy,. tbiVatds. ' 
defraying thti cher^ of aHillery for thefo- 
irei^' troops in the pay of Or<tet Bntain,i 
ptiitlban^ to treaties^ for the^year 17.76.' 3>3^3 61 S 

- RdblTibd, That the rc> be granted to hi«« 
Mtajcfly (but of thiB Mflonics' or faanngs* rcr' 
mainitig of the graot of laArfefltoii ofpar-- 
liament, for the charge of a* reginsient of -.* 

fbdtof Walddch,. in(thdpay.of Great Brif 
tain, for the year 1776) towards deleayVng . 
thei charge of .artHiery for the. foreign 
trooprs^intbe pay o£ Great Britain^ pttrfuatit : 

fb tnearies, for the^^year 1 7,76^ - ^403^ ^^91 

' Refolved^ That thcw^ begnaiited tohia^ 
Majefty, for the charge of the office of ord- 

F 4 nance 
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t[tnc€j for land fervicc, for the year £. s. i. 
ijrj*' "^ . -' '■ >'/ ^ ■' • -* ^ 3M,iii iB -ii 

Refdlvcd, That fhcre be granted to^ hi* " 
Majefty, for defraying the expcnfe of fer- 
vice performed by the office of ordns^n^e for 
land ferviccy and alfo provided for by pavHa'- 
mfent; tnti776 - - ' • - . 272^705 18 i 

[Thefe refolulions were all agreed ta 'without any debate. 
The gentlemen in bppofition had* repeatedly faid to their 
friends^ that it was in vain to oppofe the meafures of the 
Court in Parliament ; the Mintftry had a regular and fixed 
majority ; accordingly they f^ldom attended, except 'upon 
private bufinefs. This day gave a (ignaf proof of this opinion. 
Sir George Savile, Mr.' Burke, &c. who attended the Houfe 
nhis day upon a private bill, as foon as Lord Barrington 
ftood up to move the firft refolutionj quitted their placesii 
made their bpWs to the chair, and went away.] 
Noi/fmher 16. 

Eftimate? repq^fecj. Agreed to. , No donate. ^djpufnc4 
to November 18. .. 



No debate. 
The fame. 



- « 
N^vembir ig. 



Novem^r 20. 

Malt duty, 4cc. No debate. . 

November ai.- ■ 

The fame. 

Novimber 22. 

Sir George Savik faid, he had a petition from Thomas 
Ruml)old, Efq. refpefling the Shaftefbury etedion. The 
petitioner, he faid, prayed that the votes of the Houfe of 
laft fefljon? by whjch the Houfe agreed with the committee 
on the Shaftefbury ele£lion, might be* reconfidered, and 
fuch relief given to the petitioner as the Houfe in its wifdom 
fhould think fit. After expatiating on what he thought 
the injuftice that had been done to the petitioner on the ne- 
ceffity of fiipporting the dignity of Parliament, he moved for 
leave to bring up the petition. 

Mr. Grenvillt oppcrfed the >bringing it up at that time. 
He had no intereft in the queftion, nor aiiy connexion with 
any of the parties ; but he knew, that feveral gentlemen who 
had ferved on the Sbafteibury committee were abfent^ it be« 

ing 
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iag gcnerfttiy UTiderftood fditeik&yt flficei 4hatin% lAbnof 
public buiin^fft v(rA& to come oti b^fote the* lK>liday s ; an^tAktif ^ 
of the country gei^tlemieQ who i^ere interefted iin^^fhe^quef*- 
tion were alfo abfenf. As a prodf that no pcrbiic bfii'ni#ft' 
vras expei^edy^ he meorioned i\it diftculty the Speaks haul 
1»ein under to collect a Houfe the Idft'four days ; he Vhetefore* 
moved,. that the petition be not brought ^p till the 'tfih o£> 
January. . , . . , .. ,^ .. • 

Mr. Powisfecon^d Mr. Grenville's rnoiion, * : ' 
The right hon. Hafts Stanley feconded Sir George^ Sa- 
vtle's motion. He faidyhe had as great a refpeft for the iiafrn^> 
bersabfent asanyisiany but God forbid a fegar^i for atiyi 
perfons fliould prevent a BritUh Houfe of Comnn'ons^frocnr 
doing immediate jufticef The Houfe was now by three times 
fuUervtban when the votes complained of by the petitioner 
M^ere pafled. The parties concerned had known that amo. 
tton for refcinding thofe hafiy refolutions would be m3^de be^ 
fore the holidays. He knew it was the fetifS^ of the HoUfetd 
have refcinded them laft year, if it had not been -contrary to 
the ftanding order of the Houfe, oof to permit the fannrie'^uer-f 
tion twice in one feflion. ' 

Mr. Burh for refcinding the rrfolutions ; and Wifhed 
it might be ai> example for refcinding all hafty reJCoiu-* 
tions. * • ■ ; ♦• • 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlaw} faid, the evidence 
was incompetent, upon which thp petitioner and Mr. Sykes 
were reputed guilty. 

Thenthe petition was brought up, and read ; fetfingfoirthf 
That, in the laft feffion of Parliament, the Houfe came to 
divers refolutions, upon taking intoconfideratton the minutes 
of the examination taken before the fele<^ committee, who 
-were appointed to try and determine the merits of the peti- 
tion of Hans Wi»trop Mortimer, £fq. complaining of aa 
undue eleftion and return for the boi'ough of Shaftefl>ury» 
and in particular a- refolution, ^^'Ihat it appeared to this 
f^ Houfe, from the laid minutes, thgt the petitioner was a prin-^ 
f < cipal promoter anc) fuborner of wilful and corrupt perjury 
<< atthe faid election f and that thepetitionerhadnotany intt* 
matibn given him, that any proceedings were intended to be 
had with refpeA to him ; and, as the petitioner is confcious 
of his innocence, he trufts he fhould have been able, had he 
been apprized of fuch ptoceedings, to have fatisfied the Houfe 
that there was no foundation for fo heinous a charge ; and that 
f he petitioner's xhara^r ^nd reputation are higly zffe&ed 

■ by 
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ItcntJMkt ir) the laft feBkom o£ BarlMiintoty.tQt tJle'Hoilfej.iUMt 
cdief in the ptvmaairQSi whiciv watt^reje^Udi^aad die fiefokitioi^ 
cOBCer^ing whtch the petitionee oflcered hi&iaid jietiti^ lwMr«* 
ing bitfia ga^d in fhe:fi|i4 fdiriaoy,tM*petittQ«iersi|>prQiieQd9^ 
iMHAhH cifcucnfUfiiSe mi^bt han^e beieA> motive to<th«l 
MouCe o<H' )i^ grant the-pmyoc oi.h']»x{jeMf(^ution : th^pcsli^ 
tioner therefore hopes, that this caufe no longer exiAing^ 
bis requeft m^y now bei mo^ faveii^ttlyireceiveci^ 

The Houfa was moved. That d\e entry in the JMsnal 
o£ the Kotife of the foucteentJhidaiy of February^ ia.)t4ie laft 
feffioa of Parliement,. q{ the^pnoeaeediogs oj tht Hetife^ om 
uking,int» confidfisatipn ^he minintes of^ theexamiifl^uon'taM 
ken- before t^he feled committ4e>, who vileiser appointed tp^lir^ 
»itd4 deternune ihet mex^itsof the petitiod ot Hans< Wintmjt 
Mortimer^ Sfq;. QOmplaitiine (if a«i undue ^ledjon and to* 
tMm> for the^boroij^'OfiSha^n* vihermfe Shaftefbury^.-in 
the county^ of Dorfer* fo fan af ^e f^atie relaies^ to ThoaMbt 
RutnMd^ £fqH together with 6he onkr of the fame dajc^tcf 
thor Atlor!l«y* General, to pr ofbcuti the (aid Thomas Ru«ik . 
lK)ldi Efq. might be read. 

A^d/ the fome being. De^d accordingly ;, 

CM^red^ That the. faid^ ordi^r to the Attorney Gemrati 
for proieciiting the faid Thomas Humbold, Efq. be; dt£# 
iBbftngedv 

Ai{>Qtiil'0ii of Frailcist Syjio$> Uq^ v^as preieated- tm itim 
Houfe, and read; fetting forth, That, ,wv. thcj laft Cfffion. of ' 
Pknlij0i»)eht> the Houfe came to diVej:s<,rQfoIutiqns^ i^idnita- 
Jfttfigmto-.confideracion^ the minutest of l^hdexaiminationrtkleti 
befofi5rthe'.fele& committee,, who wiejre appointed to try} and 
dtftormifw themerit€<of the petition of Hans WintPAp Moiu 
timor^i £f<^> con^plainineof aa undue eieAioaand'retumifor 
the boDOugh.of Sfaafielbiury,. and< iu paitmcular a^ refolutioii'i 
;< That: it,<aippearedi to^tbis Houiir,; fnond thei fatd<. miautesi 
^< that the petiiioner w^isi a- principal pnovioceto aiid fubormr 
^^ of wttiful and corrupt perj,ur»y< ati thjel Said eiedtion ;." and 
that tbe^ petitioned hadt not anjir intintaftion- giivea hitkr^ that 
any proaeeding^ were imended no be had mtfeiiefpsSt tdfapmr; 
^nd ast the petitioner is confcionsrof his itlnoeente, hrtmiftst he 
fliould have been able, had ho been apprittwl pf fuchrp]xi4> 
cpedings^. to ha«e fft«isfied> the Hbuft, that there was. no 
fbundbiion* for fo heinousta chavge;. and that the petitfiones'i 
chairaSet and reputation are highly aifededibyr the; faidtnsfof 
luriont;. amd< that.therpetitioner:did makeacDappUcation^in the 

laft 
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pwKnUes, whicN W3& n^^^^ «^^ therefolution coooeniuig 
wfiich \^ fWUQfkttoStf^ hU ffid petiti/pa (if ^mg^ l)ecit' 
pafled in the faid leflioiij^ the petitioner apprehends, that that 
circumffance might Ravi bceo- z ihorfw to the Hdufe^ 110^ to 
ghint the prayer of his.fiud: petitfoir ; the petitioner therefore 
hopes, thai: this caufe no longer exiftingi his;si^Ucft may 
now be more fayoHcahly rsceirvni^ 

The Houfe warmovcd. That tHe entry tti tfct* jowimri of • 
the Houfey! of the 14th d^qr of February^ ii^the/laft fieiBofr; 
o£ Parliament, of the proceedings of the HoufevtontnAiog 
into C0nfkieration the minutes of ifaiKew&inattQn.tfikeft» be- 
fore tlie iaid feleA committee, fo far as the (ante rel^tiea Xo 
prands Sytes, Efq. together with tJm 6ricr of the fymdd^y 
tathe Atitorney General, to profecute the faid FsapfaOfSyk^f 
Jkftj. mighl be read. 

And the fame bring-read accordingly ; 

Ordered, That the £iid order to the Attorney Generate foe - 
profecuting the faid Fitarrcis Sykes> Efq. be djfchai^^d- * 

The like orders, w^htch. had bem inade fpc |^ki(<^^ 
of the eleSors, were alfo difcharged, 

A<iQouaied to November 25. 

Novemhr 23.. ^ . . . \ 

> Ref o l v cd, -That there be granted for the £^ jr. d. 
fiirdinaipy of the na.vyi,. ijicluiing the 'bai£- ' 
pay to fea and marine officers for 1777 400^05 ft 10 

Refolvcd, That there be grantfli* &» 
building and repairs of (hips for 1777 465^500 O O 

iSefoTved^ Thar rhere be: granted' fior. the ' 
pa3ttnei>io£ exchequer bills: :. ' <^ x,^QoyQQa o Q 

No debate. 

Nbdiriiatei 

ilovanber 27^.. 
11^0 (ame. Adjouoicd to December d* 

Private bufinefs. AdjxsaniedtD Decemter: 1^^^. 

December 12. 
Bieivatr'bufineft; 

December 13^ 
Day appointed for a general faft. Heard divine ffil;;:ipicear 
^lid ^ fermon> AdjouKied to Januai!^ i»i., 1777. 

The 
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T!tc*f6llow!n|f aforhcntic papers arc copies bf'the laft EstI' 
MATES ptcfcntcd to the Houfe of Cortmohs, of the yearly 
expcifcsfn North America, before the pi*efcrtt' ivar. 

. ^fiim^ti ,tf M?ipinfe$ atUnding the Commander in Chiefs, 
Secretary 'is Qfficc. 
- Twooi^rks . / 

An all6>vance for pay to extra clerks em« 
pk>yed occaftohally to ailift' in the courfeof 
the year Co write for the fecretary's oflice 

Office rent 
' Peribn to attend the office 

Firing and candles . . 

Exprefles at an average 

Stationary ditto 
, Incidental expenses ditto 
' Inland poftage of letters to andfroRi the. 
commander in chtef| adjutant general, aid de- 
camps, <Src. at the poftroffice in New York, 
upon public bufinefs, as per the pod^mafler's 
^count for laft year 86 6 i i • 

Ditto at' Bofton, on an average 40 o o 

Ditto Philadelphia ditto 20 o o 

(Signed) G. Maturin. 49B 611 
; Waf Office. 
(Signed) Barrington. 

Estimate of the Expenfe of providing the King's Bar- 
racks \ti North America with the folio wing Neccffarics for, 
the enfuing Year, viz. 

Fire and candles. — Allowatice to the foldiers for bowls, 
platters, and fpoons. — Straw or fluffing for the foldieri' b«d. 
ding. — Brooms for fweeping thp rooms,— Sweeping chim- 
Bies. — Allowance to officers quartered in birradcs for find- 
ing their own bedding. — And lodging for fuch officers as 
there is^no room for in the barracks. ' 

Provinces^ Places^ Names. Sierling. Sterling.' 

£. s. d. £» J. d. 
Canada Qiicbcc ^797 ^7 ' 5 

. Three Rivers aS© 16 io|. 

— 2078 14 Si 
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Fkces* Names. £* s> 

Brought over 
' Mdntreal and Cham- - 

biy 11-28 8 lo 

Ofwcgatchie 73 5 * 



d. £. s. d. 
267S 14 2^ 



Communication to 1 Niagara 

Michilliinackinac J Detroit 

MichiUmackinac 
Fort Ontario 

N«wYork Fort Stanwix 

Fort George 
'". Crown Point and 

Ticonderoga 

Nova Scotia Halifax 

Annapolis Roya 
Fort Frederick 
Fort'Cumbertancf' - 
' Loaiftiourg 

St. John's lOand ' 

•Florida Mobile 

Petifacida 
Apalachie 
St. Auguftine 



168 14 si 

222 2 YO| 

156 19 if 

114 16 7 

36 19 5 

36 I «f 

120 13 3 



I30I 13 tl^ 



iV'ti 


4 


lOl 


169 


6 


11^ 


121 


11 


3; 


atz 


19 


? 


.37' 


6 


«43 


7 


Si- 


596 


15 


si 


<»73 





»4 


61 
^60 


.1 


5 

2 



662 13 o| 



^93 14 a| 



2346 x6 8 



tort Chartrcs 
Fort Pitt / 
Fort Charlotte 
Cherokee Country - Fort-Prince George 
Georgia Fort Augufta 

y ': . Fort Frederick 



tUifiois 
Pemrfyivama 
'Sottth Carolina 



21 13 

5 7 



•1700 17 
398 10 

10 10 IK 

i6 9 3 



z 
5 
7 



2 
o 



Expenfe of an allowance 10 officers iii lieu 
of lodgings in garrifons- where there are ^ 
no officers', barracks. 
Qpebec - - * - 566 4 

Three Kiver* - • * 79- 6 

Montreal - r - 395 2 

Halifax* - • * 424 2 

r St, Auguftine - - 390 o 



27 o 2 



2 
Q 



•1854 17 3 



Carried over 10745 19 20| 
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^ . ^ BrDtight over 

Hire of dn office * . ^r. 1 : ; 90- 

Fire and candk: fdt the ^ce -^ ^n, 

Hire of a florerroom - -16. 

Wa|4S tp-clcxtst at 4s.-lbrling per day 73 
Stationary Forihe b^rmck-mafter genera^,., 
"^and for 27l>afrack-mafters, or perfon* 
ading as luch, px ttie diiferofit pbftfi ; 
the firft at ii^U ^ other at 40s. )66 !6 6 



f5 

o 

D 

6 



o 
o 
o 
a 



10745 



It 



loi 



J — 



197 






Total of the aioiiu j e^Qienfe of the isirnickf in North 

America, e'xclufive of furniMMre - « ' 1094.2 19 io{ 

: Mi0^ At^otber.flaces the barracks are fuppofed to afford (lore- 
rooms; 1)11 1 at Mew York^ithe central place frofti whence all idl^OlhWs 
muft. be fuppliwi, A\t Mng has no ^ot^es* 

- Eftiinite of the «penft. of fdrfrifhing Ae barrack-rooms ac- 
tually OGCUpiedj in North Atneikia \ land of the yearly ex- 
penfe of keeping the iurfiillirt^jbeddttig, &c« in order^ for 
20 yeai^y -by co n tra£l» ^ 

Sterling* £h.uit^ 
Furniiture /or non-commiilioflbd tificers' and 

_ : ' men's room* • / 

. .' -.To'6 brffteads, at 98* Oich :- - 2 14 

Ta>6 bad a n d bolder , cafes, at 9s. each 2 14 

_ :i*-^. -To 22 blankets, at5s;6d.CTch - 36. 

To $ coverlets, at 5s. 6d«^ach - . /I.ttg* 

To 2 iron pots, a.i\5S« «ath - . •• o dxt 
. ": 7'o 2 tramels" . - - 

To I parr tongs and (hovd 

-To I, pair dogs > -• U '^ 
. To 2«ral«4»ars - - - - 

To I. axe ... -. *-» - * . ♦ 
To ! candleftick' '•• * . • ' - 
To a table and 2 benches . ;- 

:Toa bocket - . - - .- 

Toa boa for a(hes - . - - 



'4- 
8 

5 

4 

X 

S 

2 



o 

o 
o 
o 

o 

o 
o 

f ii «m t »i tii n f 

13 « o 



o 
o 
b 
ia 
O 
6 
Jt> 
o 

6 

o 
o 

D> 

o 



. U..J 



Farnlture 
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.Ji.i7?6. ^ ? t)« BATE 1 
• f tirhktuie f^. ao .offieer's ibooi. * . 

; To oripfttTiof untgs tnd iiiovd - 

To a taUe* • f • ^ o 

Tosti^hairs - * #• < 

To aicafaUeftJcfc -. 

T-c^^ box for aihes 



o ' 9 o 
o^ « 6 
080 
e- 3 6 
02b 



. . ; • i ■ • ' 


i... 

Ur^Nn. 


• • 


H 


c 


.0 


Furniture JForan ofiorr^^guaud 


•*■*• 




r» 


To 4 bedftcad 


• 


• 


Q 


:9 





• To i' table 


. 


'• 


P 


t 


6 


To 5 Aiirs • ^/ ' 


' ' ^' 


m 


T 








' To'fire-irofw '^ - 


' f 


m 





18 





To ♦! <!andldfick • - 


..(.J • * 


» 


' xS 


3 


« 


To 1 bdxforalhts 


! . 


« 


a 


9 





■ , 


2^ 


I 





Furtt'rttMfe ft^r itten Vgi»fd-i:tK>m. 




' 






Racks for arms - 


•' fc. * . 


^ 


' 0* 


'6 





FireJirwrrs' - 


> ^ • •• 


* 





!•»• 


^ 


Candleftick 


.. 


.- 


13 


• 1 


t> 


Box for tf flics ' * ~ 


V* 


• 





« 





' Att nxe ' ' 


afr^ereare kftu 





4; 






. ' t 


5 


-« 


f l^^ppears by the tIftMViate, ^ 


2SIJ poflMW 


in North America^ 










15(2 oflfcers' rooms, at «!. 


each ^ 


• M 


k 


J. 







493 private in€«n's rooms, 


at T3I. 8s. each 6t>p6 


4' 





ly offiecrs'giiard-roomsi 


at'3 . I'S. < 


KICh 


51 


r? 





' 47 foldiers* guard-rootns 


, It il. 5s. 


-each 


59 


i9 


« 


• Total expetifextf 'fiirmffift^ Ute-rodms 




7toi 


il 


« 



• Omitted an extraordinary blanket beings allowed to each two 
Mmts' iMPdf 34: LouUbouVgarM' Qosbec. 



ipMim 



To <co Wankets at -^fi- :6>rf. eash ' --J 



^.i<.< 



Wkicb^makfifc the total Vxpenfe- of fnmlflnng the'room^ inAtad of 
yzoxh 19s; 6d. tobcfa^tivs^sjtfdr : . - -^^ - - - 

/* ... I , Yearly 
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ywrly.expenfe of keeping the beddmg and fiimitcrre in rc- 
, pair^for 2c ye^rs, at 4 0s. a bed, being ^Isfor eacfi of the 
noDtirommillioned officers aind private men *)&. rooms; and 
9.1 1 OS. for all the ofBeers' rooms and guavds. 
r 493 foldiers' roomsi at 3I. each :£.ii4f9 

y 2|6 officers* rooms-and guards, at ios.each > 128 

^- . 1607 

o Th^ the eftimates and the principles on which they arc 
■formed, may be well underftood, it is proper they be accom- 
panied with the foliowiiag explafiatory. remarks* . 

^ ':1ieiAarks on the Efiimatefor Fuel and Candles. iS^c. i^c. 

^ At t)ie po0s named to the margin *, it is prefumed, that 
wood i^ to be. procured by the labour of the troops, for thefe 

.xeafons: thejnhabitant^. being few, labour is dear. 

A contract would be, very expenCrc. T^be, intervals of 
duty glvfi time to the foldiers to work ; this will get them 

; health and ilrength, and keep them free from the fcurvy : 
but as th e foldiers' fhirt9, ihoes, and (lockings will be worn in 
this fervtce, and as they are very dear at thefe ^enu>te pofts, 
to mdetpnify the men fur the wear^ and to leave theca fome 
Imall gratification for thgir labour, an allowance is made fgr 
xacbcljiprd of. wood the troops furnUh.- 

To jropottion the price 10 the Itibour a^id different cir- 
cumda^ces of the poftg^ I viflted. as many of th<$iii as I 

..CQuId jgfi fummer,and, with the general's approbation^ 6xed 
at caclutlie price of wood as in the eftimate. 

.llKSQt next to Canada, and found that a different method 
bad, and indeed Otould b^^.taken for the.fupply of wood oi 
that coliiitry. . .: •.*^. 

Regintents being united here, find an opportunity to con- 
tinue or renew their diffzipline^ As here the feafon proper 
for this is feort, it would ie improper to take the troops front 
their mijitary ^xerciff and employ them in cutting wood, 
tfptciaiiy as,,ii-om the circumdances of the inhabitants and 

_ the. fituatign of the country, it can be had almoft as cheap 
f ropi tl^e (uuntry pfople as by tb^ iaboi|r of the troops. 

. fiitj»«^tp the different parilhes have been ordered to fup- 
ply certain quantities of wood, which has been paid for at 

• Ofwegatchie, Niagara, Dcti!oit, Michillimackinac^ F<^ Ontairio» 
Fort St^wix, FortGeorge, Crown P<«at, Ticonderbga, St. Joiin*s 

4«:i%**"sA^M4chie,, Fprt.lQiikrtres, Fort Pitti Fort Chariotte, Fu<*t 
*xincc George, Fort Augufta, Fort Fjederic^. .*.:.,.... • -; 

I fuch 



i-i'^i 1 
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Tuch rates as the cotnthahding officers thought rearonable; but 

as, for feveral reafonst this method is to be ho longer takers, 

I piibliihed advertilementSy dtfiring fnch as had a mind to 

contrad, to fend me propofals. At Quebec, I found thjit 

1 could buy wood from the country people, and get it 

brought to the barrack-yard, at ^ lower rate than any of the 

propofers offered it at. I therefore ordered the barrack-maf- 

ter for this year, to buy wood for the garrifon at the bed 

inarl$:ets, and in the cheapeft feafons. Thiscxperimtm wi4l 

enable me to contrafl:, and people to undertake it next year 

with knowledge of the fuhjeS. At ^Montreal I made a 

contrad, by which wood will be brought to the barraek-yard, 

and piled there at a cheaper rate than authority ever procured 

it. And though the whole wood wanted for the garrifon of 

Quebec was not bought, and fo the coil of a chord cannot 

be determined with abfolure precifion ; I am pretty certain 

that it will not exceed nor fall rtiuch (hort under the Mont« 

real price. I have therefore ilated them at the fame rate in 

theeftimate. 

At Nova Scotia the troops have never. been in the prac- 
ricc offiirnilhing their own wood; the laiid near the water * 
is all private property; the owners dethahd unreafonable 
fums for leave to cut timber; it is difficult t6 hate the wood 
i>rought to the water ; and when there formed itito floats to 
be conduced to Halifax, it is fubjeft to be fcittercd by the 
violence of the waves. I find that liberal coMratSls haVe 
been given there for wood, and the expendrture has hot un* 
dergone a fevere examination* After feveral abufes had 
|>een correfted, the efiimate fent laft year to the general from 
Npva. Scotia, for firewood to a reginient of foot and a com- 
pany of artillery, and oil to the guards, amounted nearly to 
four hundred pounds ; whereas the expenfe for that garrlfoH, 
agreeable to ^i^eftimate, which gives candles to the troops, 
would be undcir a thoufand pounds. Several people have 
piFefed to enter into contrafts at much cheaper- rates than 
Jiad h^ep formerly given ; but I found that the barrack- 
mafter would propurp the wood at market, or have it brought 
from J^uhenburg, at lefs cj^penfe than anypropofcr offered 
It at. J defired him to purch^fe Wood where it could be had 
cheapeft this year; nejtt, I Qiajl b^ able to contract with 
knowledge of the fubjeft. 

The lords commi(fioners of the treafury have honour^ 
iDe with their command^, to give a preference in a coqtra.£i 
to Major Gorhain, who h^ laid propofajs bcfo^rt&cir lor#T» 

Vol. V. G ihips 
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ibipsto fupply wood at- a cheaper rate than it has hitherto 
been contradled for by governors and commanding officers. 
'The major (hall fee ivhat the expenfe of a chord amounts to; 
and a;^ he has lands in the neighhopfhood of fome of the ppfts^ 
I hope he will 6nd an intereU in fupplying wood at the rafe 
the 'barrack-mailer gets it, though that be confiderably lower 
than his propofals to the treafury : the rale in tbe ^ftimatc 
4ncluding not oplj the expenfe of the wood on the quay$, 
but of carrying to and piling it in the barrack-yard. 

In fi'lorida I find the troops were at firft fupplied with 
iwood at four dollars a chord, and after^rards at three dol- 
lars. I vifited that country, and frorti the fuuation of tl^e 
>iroods and rivers, I think wood might be. gpt by tiie la- 
|)our of the troops, with adyantage to their health?, at pro- 
per feafons of the year, at a dollar a chord; but the ficknefs 
that has, prevailed fince the arrival of the prefent garrifon^, 
pr fome other reafpns;, ha v^ hitherto prevented the' orders J • 
fent by the general's commands to this purpofe, from bein^ 
executed ; and lately Colonel Taylor, who ads there as a 
brigadier, acqpainted ine, that he' will get the price of v^ooci 
reduced to a dollar, by employing or purchafing negroes; ; 
ihe good effeft of this will not be felt for a year, and there}- 
fore have, in the eftimate, dated the price of wood a^ charg<^ 
Jn the laft bills drawn on me by Colonel Taylor. 

Candles have hitherto been purchafed |)y the barrack- 
fnafier and commanding ofEcers from traders at the pods it 
very exorbitant rates ; care is pow taken to have theiti 
it>ought at the bed markets, and to be fent to the different 
pofts at the cheapeft rates, w|iich, jpclud|ng the rilk, is a^ 
ftated in the eftimate. » -, . - 

From Newfoundland I have had no returns fince niy ap- 
pointment, and the refujt of my inquiries is not viery cxaa, 
1 find that the governor gives an allowance for each fire- 
place, and draws upon the treafury for tjie money ; that the 
allowance is not extravagant, and as the intercourfe between 
this place and Newfoundland is rare, the general thinks it beft 
to leave that place in the fituation it has been for many years, 
and by his commands I have not included it in the eftimate. 

The lords commiffioners of his fi^ajetly's treafury having, 
laft'year, difapproved of an eftimate laid before their lord-i 
ihips fpt firing for the general and ftaff officers, the prefent, 
' eftimate gives no allowance to any of thofe. 

It gives an allowance to engineers who arc (Rationed at 
pofts only. ^ And it fuppofes that all the reft^ as Well as the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A. 1776. . DEBATES. 87 

troops ordered to be quartered in tHe inhabited countries, 
viz.. thirty- three companies j are to be fupplied with quarters, 
fire> &c. agreeable to zSL of Parliament, at the expenfe pf 
the different provinces, and without any coA to the ciown* 

Remarks on the tftimaUfor en allowance U officers in lieu of 
lodgings. 

By the lad reports from Halifax, it appears that the habit- 
able ofScers* rooms could not contain all the officers ftatiohed 
there, without confiderahle repairs, which are ordered to be 
made : fmce that time notice is come, that another regiment 
from England is to be quartered in that place. There are no 
rooms for the officers of the corps, or, if the barracks be di- 
vided, as many officers as this regiment has, will want lodg* 
ings- 

At St. Auguftine there ^re no barrack-rooms for officers, 
nor at Montreal, Three Rivers, and Quebec. 

General Gage has been pleafed to allow the officers at the 
two firft pofls as ftated in the eflimate, being agreeable tp 
;the allowances given to officers fo circumftanced in Ireland, 
and to continue the allowance that ha« hitherto been made 
to the officers in Canada. It is hoped that this will be an 
/expenfe only for one year. That feme of the public build- 
jngs at St. AuguAine, Montreal, and Qiiebec, will be turned 
}nto officers' barracks; and if it be thought neceflary to con* 
ttnue fo great a niin^ber of troops at Halifax, thofe barracks 
will be repaired for officers; but as this cannot be done till 
next fummer, this eftimate will neceflarily form part of the 
expenfe of this year. 

Remarks on the eftimate for fumijhmg the hafracks^ t^c» 

During t,^e war, and for fome time after the peace, there 
were no barfack-maflers in America; bedding and other 
furniture were provided at the requifition of commanding 
officers ; they took care that the men under theiif command 
were well provided during their ftay at the pofts. But the 
fucceeding officers found every thing out of repair, an^ made 
new demands ; and even* after the appointment of fome 
barrack- masters, this abufe was not much mended. The 
commanding oficer^s receipt that he had received certain 
things wore, and his certificate th^t others were uqfit fo^ 
fervice, indemnified the barrack-mafter, there being no^offi- 
cef whofe particular bufinefs jit wais to make him account- 

G ) . able \ 
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able; ^he confequence of thh ht^ befen, that a great and fre^ 
^uent expenfe has been iiicufrcd, and by all the returns fedt 
to me fince the ijine of my appofntment, it appears thit 
there is very little Turhiture in tht birracks \n America fit 
for fervicc. ' . ' 

I jflatter myfelf, that tny infpedlioit will, for the future, 
remedy this evil : but to* do this eifeftyallyy I apprehend^i 
it is heceflary to complfetp the barrack furniture, and to make 
a contract to have this kept up for twenty years ; this is the 
pra£lice in Ireland, and in Scotland ; in the end will be 
cheaper, and is the oply method to render the expenfe cer* 
iain. . The prices in the eftimate are ftated at the loweft rate ; 
the iron and wood- work can be bad in Americay and the 
i^eddin^ from England. 

Detaily Jhewing how the exfenfe menticnid in the foregoing . 
eji'imate^ arifes at the fever al pojls. 

A regiment requires 5^ rooms. 
For 10 captains - «• la rooms« 

For 17 fubalterns .. . - '9 

For 4 (laflF-oiHcers • - i 

For hofpita|$ - - 2 

For o companies • •» 36 

59. 

The rooms of abfentees, |t is fuppofed, will afford an e^« 
traordinary room for each field officer prefent, one for a ba^« 
rack guara, and one for a chaplain. ' 

Quebec. 

At Quebec, t^o regiments « 1 18 rooms* 

Mcyai Artillery, 

k Captains '-* ' ! • 2 

I Lieutenant -i , ^ ^ ' 

I Surgeon / * * ' ' 

50 MatrofTes, &c, 4 

Staff ef the Garrtfon. 

Chaplain - ' • • - i 

fearrack-mafter - - . i 

CommilTary of proyifions -' % 

tommiilary of muiflers • - 1 

l^urgcon • r T ? 

V ^^~" Woo<| 
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Chords of Pounds of 

>Vood for 130 roomsy at 2jj| chords per^ 

room a year • %%%2l 

Ctodlesfbr 130 rooms, at a6 pounds 
dhto^dhto 

Main officers* room 

Ditto men's ditto 

Port St. John's ditto 
Guards. Port St. Louis ditto 

Cape Diamond 

Jefuit^s College 

Palace Gate 

Total 

N. B. Wood, on the reprefentation 
mandingin Canada, is allowed to the guards to the 14th of 
May, the weather continuing Tevere till that time. 

A Canadian chord of wood piled in th^ barrack^yard co(b' 
eight livres; an Englifli chord is 128 feet, a Canadian chord 
is only 96; a chord of the firft is one third larger, and will 
coft I Oj livres. 

3492! chords of wood^ at io| livres each 
chord, amounts to 37253I livres, which, at £. s. d. 
6 livres to the dollar, is 6208 1 dollars, at 4s. 
8d. fterling each 1448 14 9 

4017 pounds of candles, at is. fterling j^er 
pound ' 200 17 o 

AfiHlant to the ba^rack-mafler, at is..^d. 
fierlingperday ^7 7 6 

A labourer to deliver out tKe wqod, at is* 
ditto ' * l8 5 O, 

Bowls, platters, and fpQons, not bein^ fur* 
niflied to the men, they are' allowed in lieu 
jthereof 9|d. fterling; pipr mai( ^. yc^ar; this to 
the nQn-commtflioned officers and foldiers of 
the earrlfon amounts to 39 2 ^ 

To ftraw for 480 beds, four times a year, 
each bed having three bundles, at i|d. per 
bundle, is is,. 6A. fterling per bed a year " 36 o O 

.To brodms for 87 rooms, fix tirres a year, 
at 6d. fterling pcrhropm, is 3s. per room a year 3 1 i o 

Carried over 1817 7 5 
G3 
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9^ ^ARLIAMENtARY A. 1776- 

Brought over ^^.1817 7 5 
To fweeping 87 chimnics ten times a year, 
at 4d. fterlingeach time> is 35^ 4d. per chim- 
ney a year * . 14. 10 a 

Sterling £, 1831 17 5 
>l. B. All officers are allowed wood and candles, but there 
being no rooms in the barracks for officers^ no charge is made 
in thefe laft articles for officers' rooms* 

No.of 
Three Rivers. Rooms. 

3 Companies, and 5 matrofTes, &c« 20 
Barrack-mafter i 

ai 

Chords Pounds of 
offVood. Candlts. 
Wood for 21 rooms^ at 25! chords per room 

a year 530J 

Candles for 2 1 rooms, at 26 poundsdittoditto 54.6 

One giiard-room . ^8 91 

Total 5s8| 637 

558J ch >rds of wood, at io|^ Ii vrcs per chord SierVmg. 

is 59544 livres, at fix livres to the dollar, is £. s. d^ 

9921^ dollars, at 4s. 8d. fterling each 231 11 5. 

637 pounds of candlesj at lii. fterling per lb. 3 1 1 7 <> 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 

9id» fterling each ^ 7 5i 
, To ftraw for 84 beds, at is. 6d. fterling per 

bed a year 660 

To brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s. fterling per 

room a. year 25 a 

To fweeping I5chimnie$, at 4s, 3d. fterling 

per chiomey a year a 10 o 

Sterling £. 280 i6^oi 

MoKtREAL a»/CHAMBLY. 

Ho. of 
Royal Artillery. Rooms. 

A regiment and two companies 72 

- One. captain i 

Carried over 7 j 
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One Lieutenant 1 
One Condudor j 
29 Matroires^ &c. 1 
Four artificers j 

Staffs thi tarri/on. 
Town^major . 
Barrack-mafter 
Chaplain 

Commiflary of provifionft 
Ditto at Chambiy 
Provoft-marihal 



DEBATES/ 9ir 

Brought orer 'j'^ Rooms. 
I 



Wood for 83 rooms, at 25I chords 

per room a year • ^ 2095I 

Candles for 83' rooms, at 261b* ditto 
ditto 

Main officers' room 28 

Ditto men^s ditto 42 

Guards. Six town guards 168 

S.lr"} «a»""' ft 



83 

Chords of Pounds of 
JVood. Cahdlti. 



ais8 
9« 

546 

3068 
Sterling. 



Total 2389J 

2389I chords of wood, at 10} llvres each 
chord, amounts to 25490I livres, which at 
fix livres to the dollar is 4248^ dollars, at 4s, £. x. d. 
8d. fterling per dollar, is 991 6 I 

3068 pounds of candles, at is. per lb. is 153 8 Q 

A labourer to deliver out the wood, at is. 
ftcrling per day ^85 O 

Allowance to the.foldiers for utenfits, at 
9|d. derling each 23 19 9 

To draw for 300 beds, at is. 6d. (terling 
per bed a year 22 10 o 

To brooms for 60 rooms, at 3s. per room 
a year 9 00 

To fweeping 60 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per 
chimney a year 10 o o 



G4 



Sterling £, I24& 8 lo 
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. No. of 

OsWEGATCHIB. R^omu 

A company 6 

6onduaor }Royal Artillery ^j 

Barrack -tnafter , i 

Gommiffary of provifions X 



Wotxl for 9| rooms, at 2^^ chords per 

room a year 
Cpandles fpr 9I rooms^ at 26 pounds ditto 

ditto 
One guard«room _ 



94 

Chords Pounds of 
Wood. Candles. 



239J 



a8. 



247 



Total 267I 338 

Sterling. £. s* .rf, 
267I chords of wood, at 3s. fleijing per chord . 40 3 7 
338 pounds of candles, dt is. 2d. fterling per lb. 19 14 4 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. 

fteriing each 276 

To ft raw for 30 beds, at is. 6dv per bed a year 250 
To brooms for 11 rooms, at 3s. per room a year X 13 o 
To fwepping 1 1 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney . 

a year i 16 8 

To fix oflicersi at 17s. 6d. each per year, in lieu 

of bedding 5 5 o 



Sterlmg £. 73 

No.pf ' 
NiAGASA. Rooms. 

3 Companies 20 

I Captain ^ I ' 

l9Matroii[esl l| 
a, Artificers J f 

ConduQor J o| 

Barrrack-maAer x 

Commiifary of provifions i 

Indian commiflary and interpreters 1 1 * 



27 



h Royal Artillery 2 
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Chords -Pounds^ 

rfff'p9d. C0ifdle$, 
Wpod for %i rooms, at 17^* chords per rooiri 

a year 47 ?l 

Candles for 27 rooms^ at 261b. ditto ditto ^q% 

Officers^ guard-}ro9ii^ . yyj. jjg 

]^^nrs4it|p »7t «I 

Total 507J 884 

507I chords of .wm»d» at y. ^txMxxg pfr fhof4_ yli i . 4^ 
884 pounds of candles, at is. id. per pound 47 i) ^ 
Allowance ta the (oldievf for uten61s»$t9|d.e$^ f ^ if 
Tq ftr^w jfor 96 beds, at is. 6d.'per bed a year^ 740 
To brooms for 29 fOQips, gf ^S. p<^ topBi a ye^c 470, 
To fwieepjiig 29 chimnles, at 3s. 4d. per chiaaiiey 

a year ' 4 16 8 

To a igbcnir«r tp deltVier Mt the wood^ at 6d. fier. 

ling a day 926 

To 14 officers^ at 17s. 6d. eacb^ ia Ucm of bed- 

<*i«g . r2 5 o 

Sterling ^,168 14 5! 

Detroit. Rogms^ 

3 Cotnpanies 20 

I Lieutenant '\ i 

^3 Matfoifes, &c. V Royal artillery i 
Condudor J 'oj 

Engineer ^ i 

Barrack-mafter - i 

CdmmiiTary of provifions i ^ 

Indian commiflary and interpreters i| 

^7 

Chords Pounds 0^ 
of mod. Candles. 
Wood for 27 roonis, at 17I chords per ropm 

a yea> 47^^ 

Candles for 27 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 792 

Officers* guard^rooia ^ 171 91 

Men's ditto * 17J. 91 ' ' 

Total 5071 884 
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Sterling. 
567! chords 6f wbod^ at 4s* Sd* fterling per JT. s. 
chord 2^8 6 

S84 pounds of candles^ at 15« 4d, fterling per 



4- i- 

U8 6 


9 


58 ig 


8 


6 13 


9i 


6 ij 


6 




4 7 


^ 


416 


8 


13 2 


6 



Allowances to the foldiers for utenfils^ at g^d. 
each 

A labourer to deliver out the wood^ at 6d. fter- 
Itng a day 

To ftraw for 00 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a ydat 

To bitooms for 29 rooms, at 3s. pet* rdoiil a 
year 

To fweeping 29 chimnies, sit 35. 4d. per chim- 
ney a year 

To 15 oficers, at t7s» 6d« each per year, in 
li^u of bedding 

Sterling £. 222 2 io| 
No. of 

MlCHILLlMACRlNAC. RoomS. 

A commandant by appointment 2 

2 Companies and 5 matroflesi &c» 13 

Commiffary of provifions i 

Indian commiiTary^ and interpreters 1 1 

.. Chords Pounds ef 
oflVood. Candlis. 
Wood for 17I roomsy at. 17I chords per 

room a year 3^^^ 

Candles for 17! rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 455 

Qsxt guard-room 17} 91 

Total 323,^ 546 

Sterling. - 
32^ chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. fterling per £• s. d. 

chord . 75 10 O 

546 pounds of candies, at is» 6d. fterling per lb. 40 19 O 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. each 4 6 3I 
To ftraw for 54 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year .41a 
To brooms for 19 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 217 o 
To fweeping 19 chimnies^at 3s. 4d« per chimney 

aycar 3 3 4 

Carried over 130 16 7! 
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Brought over A 130 16 7| 
To a pcrfon to i& for the barrack mafter who 11 

at Detroit^ at is. fterling per day 18 5 o 

To o officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year in lieu 

ol bedding 7 ^7 ^ 

Sterling £: 156 19 i| 

No. of 
Fort Ontario. R$Qmi. 

\\ Company 10 

I Lieutenant <% i 

II Matroflcs, &c. 1 artificer I Roy. artillery i 
Condudior J i| . 

CommiflTary of provifions i 

Indian commiflary and interpreters \\ 

Barrack-mafier i 

16 

Chords. Pounds tf 

of fVood. CandUs* 
Wood for 16 rooms, at I7§ chords per room 

a year a8o 

Candies for 16 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 416 

Officers' guard-room 17! 91 

Men's ditto 17 1 91 

Total 314* 598 

Stirling. ' £, 1. d* 

3144 chords of woody at 3s. 6d. ilerling per chord 55 i 4 

598 pounds of candles, at is. fierling per lb. 29 18 a 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9id. 

fierlingeach 3 It 3 
To a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. a 

day 926 

To ftraw for 48 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 3 12 o 

To brooms for 18 rooms, at 3s.* per room a year 2 14 o 

To fwceping 18 chimnies, at 3s, 4d. per chim* • ^ 

ncy a year 300 
To 9 officers, at 17s. 6d, each per year, in lieu 

of bedding 7 17 6 

Sterling ^. ti4 16 7 
Fort 
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No. of 
Fort Stanwix. Rooms^, , 

Half ji company and 4 matrofies ^ 4 

Chords of Pounds of 
Wood: Candles. 
Woo^ for 4 ropmsy ft i ^1 chords pef room 

a year * 70 " 

Candles for 4 rooms^ at 261b. ditto ditto 104 

<%ie guard-room ' 174 91 

Total 87I 19s 

Sterling. £. s, d. 

S7I chords qf wood, at 3s. fterllp^ pfsr chpr^^ 13 20 

19c pounds of candles, at is. (lerltng per pound j| 15 o 
Allowance fo the foldiers for utenfihy at 9|d. 

flerling each < 3 9 
To a perfon tp aft for the barrack-mafter, who is 

a) Fort Ontario^ at 6d. a day 926 

To firaw for 18 beds, at IS. 6d. per bed a year 170 

To brooms for 5 rooms, at 3s. per room per year 015 o 

To fweeping 5 chimnics, at 3s. 4d, per year o iS 8 • 

To \ officer^ in lieu of bedding per year 017 6 

Sterling ^f . 36 19 5 

No. of ^ 

Fort George. Rooms. 

Half a company and 3 matrofleSi &c. 4 
Conduftor o\ 

Barrack-mafter t 

Si 

Chords of Pounds of 
Wood. Cattdles. 
Wooj for 5| r9oms> at 1 7|choidsper room 

aywr 96J 

Candles for $\ rooms, at 361b* ditto ditto 143 

-One guard-room 17I 91 

Total ii3t^ 234 

Sterling. 
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SurUng. £. s. 4. 
'% z Z^i chcfrds of wood, at 3s. (lerling per chord 17 o a 
234 pounds of candles, it is. fterling per lb. XI 14 o 
Allowance to the foldiers for utcnfils, at 9^^ d. eaeti i 2 1 1 { 
To ftraw for 1 8 beds, at |s. 6d. per bed a year 170 
To broonis for 7 rooms, at 3s. per room a year i i o 
To fweeping 7 cbimnies, at 3s. 4jd. each per year 134 
To 3 officers, at 17s. 6d* each per ^ear 10 lieu 

pfbeddipg a 12 6 



a. 



Sterling /.^B a 6| 

(Crown Point tf;7^TicoMOEROGA. Robms^ 
a Companies 13' . 

I Lieutenant s i ' 

Commiflary ^ I 

Bjfirrackrftiafter 1 

pommilTary of pVovifions i 

19 

Chords of Pounds tf 

Wood for 19 ropitis, at 17I chords per room 

a year ^31} 

Candles for 19 rooms, at 261b« ditto ditto 494 

Officers* guafd-room 171. 9k' 

Mep's ditto 17I 9 k 

Total 367^ 676 
Sterling. £. 1. A 
^5'74 chords of wood, at 3s. fterling per chord 55 i 6 
676 pounds of candles, at is. (Idrring per lb. 3^ 16 h 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. 

fterlingcach 4 ^^ 9 

To a labourer to deliver out the wood, It 6d. i 

day 9 i 

To ftraw fpr 63 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 4 14 
^o broonis for 1 1 rooms at 3s. per room a ye^r 113 
'Jo fweeping % i chimoics, at 3s. 4d. per chiih-. 

Dcy a year 



I 

o 
t 16 8 
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Broiightovcr xii o g 
To 1 1 officersj «t 1 7s. 6d. each per year in lieu 
ef bedding 9 i^ 6 

Sterling ^. 130 13 5 

Halifax. 

No.of . 

A regiment and five compahiea 92 

Tw6 Lteutenacits ,^ il 

, Surgeon I oi 
32 Matroffes, <S:c. > Royal artJUery. i^ 

Conduaor I ' ■ ^i 

Ordnarice ftorc^keeper^ X 

Engineer X 

Commiflary of mufterf i 

Barrack-mafter t 

^<f rge's Ifland I 

iSyords of Pounds of 

fKood. Candles^ 
Wood for ica} rooms, at 1 7f chords per 

room a year ^7931 

Candles for 1 o2f rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto . 2065 

Officers* main guard-room 17I gi 

Men's ditto 26' 91 

Fiirc town guard* 8(>.| 445 

Total 1923I 330a 

. ' " Sterlipg* 

1923$ chbrds of wood, at i is. fterling per /• x. A 

chord 1O58 I 3 

9302poundsofcand1es,at9d.fternngperlt>. 123 16 6 
Allowance to the foldier? for utcnfils, at 

9Jd« fierling each 3^ ^ 5i 
Aifiilant to the barrack-mafter, at is. 6d. 

. fterling per day 27 7 6 
A labourer to deliver out the wood, at is* 

ftcrlipg per day i« <[ o 

Carried over 1257 12 8§ 
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A« 1776* B £ b AT E 8. . f| 

£. s. d. 

Brought over 1257 la 9%' 
^o firaw for 381 beds; at is.6d» fterling 

perbcdavcjir 28 l| ♦ 

HTo brooQds tor 83 rooms^ at 3s. per room 

a year 12 9 ^ 

Tp f weeping 83 chimnies^ 2t'3s. 4d. per 

chimney a year 13 16 8 

To 18 pfficers, at 1 7s. 6d. each per year, in 

lieu of bedding '5 '5 ^ 

■ ■■ ^ ■— ^i— — ^^ 

Sterling ^. 1328 4 lol 



Annapolis Royal. 

I Company and 5 matrofles, &c. 

I Lieutenant, Royal Artillery 

Chaplain 

Surgeon 

Commiflary of proviilons 

CommiiTary of mufters 

Sar^ack^mader general 



1 



Wood for 13 rooms, at 17! chords 

per room a year 
Candles for 13 rooms, at a61b« ditto 

ditto 
.One guaid-ropm 



'3 
Chords Pcunds tf 
cfiVood. Candlis. 



a?7i 



171 
Total 244i 



244^ chords of wood, at xis. fterling per 

chord 
429 pounds of candles, at lod. fterling per 

pound 
Allowances to the (bldiers for utenfils, at 9ld« 

each 
To draw for 30 beds, at is« 6d. per bed a ye^r 
To broonis for 14 rooms, at 3s. per room W 
' year 



^3« 

>34 13 ^ 
«7 »^ ^ 



« 5 

« S 






220 



Carried over 159 2 9^ 
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%lo PARtlAM^Nf ARY A* 177&, 

' Brought over £. i|9 2 9f 

To We<pin|[ 14 cWinrittS, at js* 4d. per chim- 
ney a year 5 i 8 
yo ^ dmccrs, at 173^ 6(1. each per year in 
)feu of beddin| ^ 17 6 

Rtrling^. 169 6 i*| 

^ If'oRT l^itEpERkcii:, iVi-«r 

1^ I Company and 3 matrofles, &c. 6i 

gto^-e-lfieepeir acting as t>afrac|&«mafter | 

7i . 

dhords p9unds ef 
' rf f^ood. Candle . 

Wood for 7I rooms at xji abords |)jer room 

a year H^i 

Candles for 7^ rooms, at ^6 pounds ditio ditto 1 95 

QniPguaidrropn^ 17!. 91 

Total |48xV ?P6 



S48/3: chords of wood, at n^* fteriif^ per £. $• /, 

chord • 81 14 ^ 

286pounds of candles, M lod. Rerling per !!;»• |i |8 4 , 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfil^, at 9|d^ 

fterJingeach a 3 6| 

To ftraw for 27 beds, at is. 6d* fterling per 

b^ t year ijo6 

To brooms for nine rooms at 3s. fterling ppr 

ro6m a ^ear 1 7 <| 

To (We€^Ag nine chimnies, at 3s~. 4d.{lerling 

per chimney II year I ip q 

^o fhreBbfficcrs, at 17s. 6d, each, in lieu of 
/bedding 2 12 6 

*To * perfon a£ling as barrack-mafter at is, 
• fterling per day x8 5 6 

Sterling £. Ui ti 3I 
■ 'I Fort 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 17^. DEBATES. ips 

No. of 
Fort Cumberland. Rooms. 

a Companies I3 

Store-keeper a&ing as barrack-maf- 
ter I 

14 

Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. Candies. 
Wood for 14 rooms, at 171 chords per room 

a year _ 345 

Capdles for 4 rooms, ^t 261b, ditto ditto 364 

One guard-room 17^ 91 

Total 26a* 45S 

£. s. d. 
^6i| choi;ds of Wood, at 12s* fterling per chord 157 80 
455 pounds df candies, at rod. per pound it i^ % 

Allowance to the foldiecs for uteniiis, at 9|d, 

fterlingeach 4 6 3^ 

To ftr^w for 54 beds, at is. 6d« per bed a year 416^ 
Tot rooms for 15 rooips, at 3s. per room per year 2 $ O 
To fweeping 15 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per year 2 lO o 
To 6 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 5 S o 
nOo a pctfoH adifig 2^ barrack-mailer 18 5 o 

Sterliag /. aia 19 si 

LOUISBOURG. No. of 

Rooms. 

Four companies and 4 matrofles, &c. 27 

Staff of thi Ganifon. 

Barrack-mader I 

Cbaplaiii i 

. .. SurgM^n I 

Town a^'ufaal i 

Cc^miflary of ftorea i 

3.i • 

yoi, V. H Chaldroml 
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t02 t^ARLIAMENTARY A. 177ft. 

Chaldrons. BuJhiU. Chords Pounds of 
ofJVoU. Candlis. 
Coals for 32 rooms, at 7s, 

per chaldron. 
13 buflielsper room, a year 235 * 20 
Wood for 32 rooms, at 31- 

chords per room a year loi-f- 

Candles for 32 rooms, at 

26Ib. ditto ditto 832 

Twi> officers' guard-rooms iS 24 182 

Two men's ditto 18 24 1 8a 

Total 272 32 ioi| 1 196 

£. s. d. 

272 chaldrons 32 bulhels coals, at 15s. fterling 

per chaldron- 204 13 4 

\o\\ chords of wood, at t2s. ilerling per chord 60 16 o 
J 196 pounds of candles, at gd, per pouiid * . 44 1 7 o 

Allowance to the foldiers for \itenfils, at 9ld« each 8 7x0 
To ftraw for 108 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 8 .2 o 
To brooms for 36 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 580 
To fweeping 36 chimnies,at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 600 

To 17 officers, at ij^s, 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding 14 17 6 
To affiftant to the barrack<-ma(ler, as is. per day 18 5 o 

Sterling £. y}\ 6 8 
St, John's Islakd. JV^. of 

Rooms* 
2 Companies 13 

Commiflary of provifions i 

■ 14 

Chords Pounds of 
ofifood. Candles. 
Wood for 14 rooms, at 25J chords per 

room a year 353! 

Candles for 14 roomsj at 26 pounds ditto 

ditto 364 

One guard-room 28 91 

. -^ Total 381! 4SS 
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Av 1776. DEBATES. 103 

38 1| chords of wood, at 4s. 8d« fferling per 

chord 89 o 4 

455 pounds of candles, at 9d. fterling per lb. 17 1.3 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils> at 9^. 

fterling each - 4 2 4 

To ftraw for 54 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 410 
To brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 250 
Tofweeptng i^chimnies, at 3s, 4d. per chimney 

ayear a lo o 

To 7 officers, at 173. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 626 
To a perfon ading as barrack-mafier, at is, per 

day ' i8 5 o 

Sterling £. 133 7 5 

Mobile. A/i. of 

Rooms. 
A regiment 59 

Chords Pounds of 
offVood. CandliSm 
Wood for 59 rooms, at 9| chords per room 

a year 575i 

Candles for 59 rooms, at a61b. ditto ditto 1534 

Officers' guard-room 8| 91 

Men's ditto 13 91 

Total 596H 1716 

if- '- '• 

5964i cliords of wood, at 14$^ fterling per chord4i 715 4 

1716 pounds of candles, at iid. fterling per lb. 78 13 O 
Allowance to the foldiers for uteofils, at 9|d* 

fterling each 18 li 3{ 

To ftraw for a^S beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 1 7 ft o 
To brooms for 61 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 93a 
To fweeping 61 chimnies, at 3s. 4d* each per 

year lO 3 4 

To 31 officers, at 17s. 6d. each> in lieu of bed* 

ding 27 .2 6 

To • perfon. ^Aing for the barrack-mafier, at 

IS. peir day 18 5 o 



Sterling ^. 596 ic %\ 
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<^4 PARL1AW£»TARY A.177S 

No. of 

PsHSACOLji, JRmm. 
A regiment, excepting the garri- 

fo&of Apalachie 5a 

3 Lieuteiiants "1 . % 
^5 Matroffes, &<:• 1 V Royal artillery 

5 Antificedrs S ) , 3 

. Fortnmajar 1 

Bprf»ck«'fn»fter ' t ^ 

Engineer I 

Commiflary of proviCon's i 

Connmtflftry of auufters t 

A furgeon and 6 mates 4 

66. 

Chords Pounds of 
of mod. Candles. 
Wood for 66 rooms^ at 91 chords per room 

a year 643 J 

Candles for 66 rooms, at 26Ib« ditto ditto 17 16 

Officers' guard-room 8| 91 

Men's ditto 13 91 

Guard on Roie Ifland 8| 91 

Ditto at Campbell-town %\ 91. 

Total 682/jy 2080 

£. s. ^d^ 

dSaAcho^s of wood, at 14s. fterling per chord 477 1 2 2 
2080 pounds of <:andles, at i od. flertiag per IK B6 1 3 4 
Allowance to llie foldicrs for utenfik, ac 9|d. 

fterling eadh • i? i« 3f 

To ftraw for 216 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year t6 4 o 
To brooins f(»r 70 rooms^at 3s. ^er room a year 10 i-o o 
To fweeping 70<:hicniiies, ai js.. 4d, each per year if 34 
To 40 officers, . at 17s. 6d. «adi, in lieu of iied*- 

•^irig 35 o o 

To afliftant to4iie kiivack-«ulft«r, at ii« ft dajr A 5 o 



'■•T" 



Afala- 
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I77& J) B B At E Sk to 

No.cf . 
Afalachib. Rocms^ 

I Captaini, % fiibakGroa^ a fergeants^ 

d drummers, 60 rank and file j 

A^ng barrack*mafisr I 



Chords Pounds tf 
cf ff^ood. Candlis. 
Wood for 8 rooms, at 9I chords per room 

a year yg 

Cannes for 8 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 208 

One guard-room 8|- 91 

Total 86| 299 

t6| chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. ftetling per 

chor* . 20 4 I 

299 pounds of candles, at lod. per pound I2 9 a 

Allowance to the Soldiers for utenfils^ at 9{dt 

each 2 10 ft 

to firaw for 30 beds^ at zs. 6d« per bed a year 250 

To brooms for 9 rooms at 3s. per room per year i 7 o^ 

To (Weeping 9 chimnies, at ^s. 4d. each per year i 10 O 

To 3 officers,, at 17s. 6d» each, in lieu of bedding 2 12 6 • 
To a p^rfon acting as barrack-mafter,. at is. per 

day 18 5 o 

Sterimg )f • 6x. 3 5 

St. AuGUSTiHE# SiS0m. 

7 Companies 46 

t Captain I 

I Lieutenant Of 

48 Matrofles, &c. 4 

Chaplain I 

CommiiTary of proviflons I 

Engineer v 

Barrack-mafter I 

A furgeon and 2 mates 2 

• "sTi \ 

H 3 Chordi 
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10^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 

Chords Pounds of 

oflVoods CandUu, 

Wood for 57} looms^ ztg\ chords per room 

a year 
Candles for 57 1 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 
Officers' roohi 1 a ^ *l i? ^^ 
Men's ditto } At the Fo^ 

Main officers' roon^ 

Ditto men^s ditto 

Barrier 

Picalata, 

Melanzes 

Mofa 



84 
1.3 
84 

'if 

8i 
8f 



Total 



8t 
I' 



U9S 

91 
9« 
9« 
9^ 
91 
9« 
9^. 



Sn d^ 



638 J chords of wood, at 7$. ftcrlingpcr chord 
2223 pounds of candles, at 9d. fterling per Ih. 
Allowance to the foldiers for ute^iils, at gfd. 

ftcrlingcach 16 

To ftraw for 204 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 15 
To brooms for 42 rooms, at 3s. per rpom a year 6 
To fweeping 42 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. each per year 7 
To affiftant to the barrack-mailer, at is. a day 18 



7 

7 

6 
6 

6 
o 

S 



5> 
3 

o 
a 
a 
o 



FonT Chartrbs. 

A reglmept, 5 matrofles, &€• 
Engineer 
Barrack-mafter 
pommiflary of provifions 



Sterling £\ 369 18 % 



No. of 
Rooms. ' 

59 
t 

I 
i 



Chords Pounds of 
, , of Wood. Candles. 

Wood for 62 rooms, at 13J chords per room 

a year ^44| 

Candles for 62 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 
Officers' guard-room ' ^3 

Men's ditto 'I9f 



1612 

9« 
9^ 



Total 877J 1794 
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A. 1776. D E B A T B-S, 107 

C '•, '• 

8771 chords of wood, at 48. 8d. fterling pet chord 204 1 3 i o 

1794 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per lb« 89 14 o 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfilsj at 9fd. 

fterling each 18 15 3 
To flraw for 228 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 17 2 a 
To brooms for 64 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 912 o 
To fweeping 64 chimnies, at 3s* 4d* per chim- 
ney a year 10 13 4 
To 34 officers, 9it 178. 6d« each per year 29 15 o 
To a&ftant to the barrack-mafter at is. per day 1850 

Sterling ^.398 10 5 
Fort Pitt. No. of 

Jdooms, 
7, Companies 13 

I Lieutenant i 

19 Matrofles, &c. 7 artificer! a 

Conduftor Of 

Barrack-mafter f 

Commiflary of provillons i 

Indian cooimiflary and interpreters i i 

ao 

Chcrds Pounds of 
* , offFood. Candlts. 

Wood for 20 rooms, at 17} chords per room 

a year 350 

Candles for 20 rooms, at 261b. dittp ditto 520 

Officersl£uaid-room '75 9' 

Men^s ditto »7i 9' 

Total 384* 702 
£. s. J. 
384! chords of wood, at 3s. 6d, fterling per 

chord 67 6 4 

702 pounds of candles, at is. 6d. fterling per lb. 52 13 O 
i^lowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. 

each • 5 2 II 

To ftraw for 44 beds, at is. 6d, per bed a year 3 6 o 
To brooms for 22 rooms, at 3s. per rooip a year 3 60 

Carried over 131 14 3 
: H4 T<| 
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lo* PARLIAMENTARY A. tj;^* 

Brought over £• 131 .14 "3 
To fweeping 22 ehtmnieis, ^X p. 4d. per ehiin- 

ney aycar 3 <3 4 

To 1 1 officer*, at 1.7s, 6d. each per year m lieu 

of bedding ^ 14 6 

'to a labourer to deliYer oUt the wo(5d at 6d. s^ 

day 9 4 (, 

Sterling £. 154 %' 7 
Fort CttARLotTB. ^<^- *f 

Mams. 
I Serjeant and 17 rank and file 2 

Chords Pounds of J^, 
oflVooi. GandUs. 
Wood for ft ro6ms, at \7^^ 

chords per* f 00m a year, 

at 4s« 8d. fterling per 

chord S7I 

Candles for % rooms,, at 261b, 

ditto ditto, at lod. fterling 

per pound S* 

Allowance to the foWiers f^r 

utenfils, at 9|d. fterling each 
To ftraw for 9 beds, at is* 6d« 

pfer bed a year 
Te brooms fot 2 rooms, at 3$, 

per room a y^ac 
To fweeping 2 chimnies, at 

^« 4d, per chimney a year 

Sterling ^. .|q fO II 

FotT Prince George. JVo. of 

Roomsm 
X Enfigh * I 

I Sergeant^ | druijsiiner, arid «2 rank and file % 



/• ^% 



* 7 ^ 



4 3 


4 


14 


3 


13 


6 


• 6 


a 


d IS 


S 



Chords, of Pounds tf £i 
Wood. Candla. 
Wood for 3 rooms, at the 
«bove-toelitioncd*allowance 
and price 40^ 



Carried over 



9 »o 9 
9 10 9 
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A*i7f$^ DEBATES. tuf 


Brought over jf . 9 lO 




Candles for SxXX^ ditto 


^81b. 3 ,5 


9 


AUowance*tp the fpldiers for 






\it«nfils, at 9^d. each 


19 


Q 


•jf ftraw for 1 1 beds, at 13. 64^^ 






per bed a year 
T« brooms K>r 3 rooms^ at 3$. 


18 


C^ 


* 




per room a year 


P ^ 


•a 


To f^ecping 3 chimnies, 4t 






3s. 4d. each per year 


p 10 


a' 


To I ofiker> in lieu of bed* 






4ing 


17 


6 


• 


Sterling ^, 16 9 


3 


FOKT AuduiVA. 






1 Lieutenant 


I 





I Sergeant^ i druciiqt^er^ 9nd 30 rank and file 3 

4 
, ' Chordt Peunds of £t Sf 4f 

o/fFood. Candles. 
Wood for 4 rooms, at 13I 

chords per room a year, at 

4s. 8d. per chord 54f la 14 4 

Candles for ditto, at 261b. per 

roomayear,atiod*fteriing . 

per pound 104 ,468 

Allowance to the fotdiers for 

utenfils,at9ld.i^erlingeach K S 4 

To ftraw for 1 6 beds, at i s. 6d« 

per bed a year ' ' 140 

To brooms for 4 rooms at 

3§. per room a year p 1 2 o 

To fweeping 4 chimnies, at 

3S« 4d. each per year O 13 4 

To I officer, in lieu of bed- 
ding o 17 6 

\ Sterling /". 21 13 t 

I Fort Fr£s>£Rick. N^. of 

Roams. 
I I Corporal and 9 privates x 

I V Chords 



I 
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Google 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 177!: 



Wood for I roomy at tht» above 

allowance and price 
Candle$ for ditto ditto 
Allowance to tho foldipr9 for 

utenfllsy at 9|d, each 
To ftraw for 5 beds, at i$« 6d» 

per bed a year 
To brooms for i room, a year 
Tdfweejping 1 chimney a year 



Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. CanHos. 



»3^ 



16 



3 

I 



7 
o 
o 



3 
I 

7 

6 

3 
3 



\ 

II 

o 
.0 

4 



Sterling ^-5 7 <> 



J)fitdl of tho expenfe of an aHovoanee to offkersy in lieu of lodgings 
in garrijons where there ^r^ no offieerf ^arrafk^. 



At QjJE^EC* 

4 Field oncers, at 20I. each 
1 4 Captains, at i ah each 
34 Sabalterns, at 9L each 

8 Staff officers, at ditto 

2 Captajlns 

1 Lieutenant 

M Surgeon 

Chaplain 

Parrack-mafter 

Comm^ary of provifions 

Commiffary of mufters 

8urgeoa 



Quebec Currency^ 

^. 80 O Q 



Sterlings 



306 
n 

9 
9 

1% 
It 

14 



o 
o 

p 

9 

o 
o 
p 
o 
o 
p 
o 



p 
o 
o 

o 
o 
Q 

p 
o 
p 
o 
o 



748 o o 566 4 5 



TdRBE RiVEKSt 



^ Captains, at lal, each 
6 Sobalterns, at 9!* each 
Barrack-mailer 



36 o 

54 o 
12 o 



102 



O 

o 
o 



Carried over 



79 ^ « 
645 i« » 
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A* I776* DEBATES, m 

Montreal. 

. ^ebcc Currmcy. Siefllng. 

Brought pver iC* ^45 *' ' 

^ Field officers, at 20I. each ^« 40 o 9 

9 Captains, at 12I. each ' 108 o o 

as Subalterns, at 9!. each 198 o o 

^ Staft' officers, at 9L each jz 9 o 

Hoyai Jtrtilltrj. 

% Captain 12 o O 

9 Lieutenant 900 

CQn4iiAor 900 

Staff of the ^0rrtfin, u$ captains. 

Town*major 12 o o 

Barrack-mafter 12 o o 

Chaplain |2 p o 

Commiflaryof provifipns 12 oq 

Provpftrmarihal 12 o p 

508 o o 395 « ^ 



Halifax. 

furling. 

fTo the £eld officer commanding 30 o o 

To 3 field officers, at 20I. each 60 o o 

7o 7 captains, ^t 5s. a week, 131* . 

each 91 p p 
To 1 7 fubalterns, s^t 3$.|Sd. a week, 

. 9K 2s. each 154 14 p 

To 4 ftaflF officers, at ditto ditto 36 8 o 

Staffofthegarrifwiyoscapt^nsj, 

Ordnapce ftorekeeper 13 00 

Engineer 13 p o 

Commiflaky of mtifter^ 13 o o 

^rrack-mafter 1300 



St. Augustine. 
To a field officer commanding 30 o o 
To 7 captains^ at 5s. per week, 

1 3!. each 91 o o 

To 14 fubalterns, sit 3s. 6d. each 

per week, 9!. 28. 127 S o 

To 4 ftaff officers, ditto ditto 36 ' 8 o 



424 2t O 



parried over 284 16 o 1464 15 3 
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Hi PARLJAMBNtARY K.tfje^ 

£' ^' ^' £' ^- ^* 

Brought over ^84 16 o 1464 15 3 

To I captain f j 6> <^ 

To I lieutenattt 9*0 

Staffoffkegarri/sn. 
Chaplain 

Commrffary of prOviftdns 
Engineer 
Barrack-mafte^ 
Surgeon 
9t Mates^ at 9^ 2$« ea^k 



5^3 


^ 


& 








13 














13 














'3 














»3 





IS^ 








18 


4 


& 


-trtjii 


41 










39* 


9- 





ftetlfttg 


j^' 


18^4 


«r 


J 



rf O* ■■■■ 1\ 

pigncff; 



A true copy. Barrinoton, 



James Robertson^ 
Barrack-mafter-general* 



Eftimatc of etptnfes attending two tpoops'i0# r^nge^ efla«r 
blifhed for the fecurity srrtd proteSron of tke province of 
Georgia, and paid by bills drawn from time to time 
on the deputy payraafter-general by th^g^Vci*nop!' of faii 
province, the amo«d* of which are charged by warrant 
to the extraordinary cxf lenfcs of hw- Mst}feffiy*s forces ift 
North America, the faia troops having bcftri kept up in 
purfuance of orders from home, till hi* Majefty^s pica- 
fure ihall be furthei: Cgnified. 

Sterling. 

Firft troop, Captain John Milledge's, at an- ^: s% di 
average per artniun 22i8 o a 

Second troop. Captain James Edward 

Powell's, at ditto ditto 2642 3 q 



Difference between the neat bills drawn on 
the deputy paymafler-gcncral agreeable to 
the mufter-rolls, and the money which is 
obliged to be paid to him a< the ctirrcrte 
rate of exchange, calculating it at ^.180 



486a 3 • 



New 



Digitized by 



Google 
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3 



BrotigKt over 486N0 3 o 

New York currency, for each £»ioo ft«r* 

Itng, amounts to 043 o. ft 



■>*■»'■> 



Total expenfe ^gamft the crown>per Mnunu 

at an average 51^3 t A 

a. £L At difFeF«fi€e «Miy arife from tlie exchanges flaSua- 

ting, as likewife from xieatfii) defertions, ^c* 4« jjiit 

troops* 
Made out agreeable to the ^xpoaSe attending the (anie liA 

year. 
fFar-office. BARMircroK. 

An eftimate of the expenfes ineu4:re<I 4n one yaM-, for cac^ 
rying on his Majefty's forvice in North America, in the 
department of tkt commiiTary-gsoeral of ftores and pro«* 

. v)fioos, co m m e n cin g the 25th of Dec. 1765, and ending 
the 24th of Dec. 1766. 
At New York. 

For an affiftane comptt^ller of 
X accounts and floppies, at 

5s» 6d. per day 
Clerk in 4he office, at 4s. 8d. 

per day 
Infpedorof provifions, at 41. 

per day 
Cooper, at 3s* pcf.dajr 
Two labourers, at 2S. per Aky 

each 
StationafV for the ^offices and 

out-ppus 
Poftage of letters, and packet* 

of, vouchers, from the i^iaXr 

pofts, &c« 
Rent of ftore-houfes, ceUftf,- 

and office " 
Firewood and candles for -Che 

office od CO ' 

Cartage of prov^ifi^ns, &c. < . |(^ . ^ o - — 
CoilimijflJiry-gencraPs-houfe-rent 50 o o 
AffiftantcomptroUer's ditto 30 o b 

- .> .;. * , Cii»ftHidovcr " ' ■ 699 la 6 

I 
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tu PARLIAMENTARY A. 177ft. ' 

J^* S4 d* j^« Sm Urn 

Brought over 699 12 6 

Albany. 
For one deputy commifrarjr^ at 

5s. per day 91 5 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

One laltPurer, at 28. per day 36 10 o 



Forts George and Edward^ 
For one deputy commiflary, till 

the 24th Sept. X 766^ 274 day s^ 

at 5s. per day 68 lo d 

Two labourersi till ditto^ at 2s« 

per day 54 16 o. 

One aifiitant commiffiiry, from 

25th Sept. to 24th,Dec. 1766^ 

91 days, at is* per day 411 o . 

Crown Point and Ticon- 

DBROGA. 

For one deputy commiflary^ at 

5s. per day 91 5 O 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourer8|at.2S. per day 73 o o 

SCHENSCTADY. 

For one deputy commiilary, till 

30th April 1766, being 127 

days, at 5S. per daj • 31 15 o 

One labourer, 365 days, at 2Sf 

per day 36 to o 

Fort Stanwix* 
For one deputy commifTary, till 

a4th Od. 1766, being 304 

days, at 5s. per day . . 76 o o 

Cooperage and labour, till ditto, 

?;o4 days, at is. per day 15 4 o 

ergeant, as liTuer of provi- 
fions, from 35 Od. to 24 Dec. 
1766, Of days, at xs« per day 3 i' . o 



182 to o 



127 17 o 



219 o o 



68 5 q 



9* 5 o 



Carried over 1391 9 6 
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A« 1776. 



East End Meida Lake. 
For a fergeanty as ifluei /of provi- 
fions, till 4th May 1766, be- 
ing 131 (lays, at IS. per day 6 ti o 

Fort Breve rtqn. 
For a' fergeant, as iffuer of provi- 
£ons, till 30th March 17669 
being 97 days, at is. per day 4 17 ^ 

Fort Ontario and Onon* 

dago Falls. 
For one deputy commiffary, at 

5s. per day 91 5 o 

One cooper, at 35. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at 2S. per day 

each 73 ^ 



OswBGATCHiE and Fort 

William Augustus. 
For one deputy commiflaryy at 

5$. per day 91 5 o 

One cooper, at 3$. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at 2s. per day 

each 73 o o 

Niagara and Little 
Landing. 
For one deputy commiflary, at 

5s. per day 9^ S ^ 

One cooper, at 3s. perdav 54 15 ^ 

Two labourers, atas. per day eaeh 73 o o 

](.iTTL£ Niagara. 

For one deputy commiffary, till 

June24f i82day8,at5S.perday. 45 10 o 

One coof^r, 365 days, at ^s. do. 54 15 o 

For a fergeant, as iffuer of provi- 
fions, from June ^5, 1 83 ditto, / 
at is« per day 9 3^ 



219 o o 



219 o o 



219 9 o 



109 8 o 



Carried over 2169 5 6 
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4i6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177^- 

£t s. d* ~ /. s. d. 

Br6 light ever 2169 5 6 

Fort Erie. . 

For one deputy commllTary, at 

5s. per day 9I 5 6 

'Oite labourer, at 2S. ditto 56 10 o 



Detroit. 

For one deputy commiflary, at 

' 5s. per day ^i 5 o 

One cooper, at 38. per day 54 15 

One labourer^ at 2$. per day 36 to 9 

, 1 I m il I I II » I 

MlCHrLLIMARIKAO. 

For one deptity ^mmlflary, at 

5s. per day 91 ^ 6 

One labourer^ at jss. ^r day 36 id o 

PENNSYLVANIA. - , 

For one infpefior of provifions 

on the whcJe communication 

to 24 March 2766, being 90 

days, at 5s. per day 2;^ ip o 

Hiding charges to ditto^ ditto, at 

'^.3s- P5^-day \ _ 13 10 o 

Dilbutied on account of the crown 

by the infpe£tor B "8 il| 

For one infpedor of provifionSf 
from the 3d J une to a4t!i <Dec. 
1766, being 2^5 diTys, ^t 58. 
per day "" . 51-5 6 

Riding charges to' ditto, for 205 
" days, at 3s. per'^ay"* 30 15 o 



i«7 15 o 



18^ 16 <t 



127 15 a 



124 8 III 

. ■ . T 



Pensacola* ^ \ ' ' 

For one deputy comrtjiinarjf, At ..' / 

cs. per day 9I 5^;<i,^. 

One cooper, at 3s, per day . . / 54.,^^; ..i9 

One labourer, at ;is, iier day ' 3& 10 ,pr/ 

.;. V> J.,, , ^ 182 10 O 



parried over 2914 4 5I 
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Brought over 2914 4 5l 

MOBILLE. 

For one deputy commiflTary, at 

5s. per day ' 9' 5 ^ 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

One labourer, at as. per day 36 10 o 



Fort Chartres, and depen« 
dant Pofts. 
For one deputy commiflTary^ at 

5s. per day 9^5© 

One ailiflant commiiTary, at ys. 

New York currency per day, 

equal to 74 10 5 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 ^S O 

Two labourers, at as. per day 

each 73 o o 



182 10 O 



293 10 5 



Nev^ Providence. 

For an ifluer of proviflons, ftore- 

houfe, rent, (tationary, &c. the 

whole at 3s. 6d. per day 48 12 6 

" Bermudas. 
For an ifliier of provifiotis, ftore- 
-houfe,-rent^ ftationary, &c. the 
, whole at 3s. 6d* per day 48 12 6 

Inci/ltntal Chargts at Jundry 

Places. . • 

For the pay of a deputy; comipif- 

fary, who wa$ arrefted and de- . , 

tained in the fervice," to defend 
a lawfuit on account of the 
crown, from I ft March 1764, ;. 

, .to 3Qtli April 1766, being 791 
^days,.at4S. 8d. per day ^ 184 il 4 

For vi^ualling Captain Stirling's . .,. ; 

detachment at the Illinois, and i\,,. ■, ^ n 

on their panage do«;(q: the ; • i\ ..\:. , • j- *' 
river Miffiffippij untif their - . , • ' .. w, -. 
arrival at Benucola ' 548 13. 8 - ^ 



^ jCar4ed ov?r ;. , .-,.:^ ^487 9 loj 

VOL.V. I 
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£. f. J. £. s. JL 

Brought over 3487 9 lof 

For the deputy commiflary, 

taken off from Little Niagara, 

and Tent to Detroit, while the 

deputy com ntiflary came down 

to New York, to fettle his ac- 

coonts HI my office (which 

%ere intricate, on account of 

the late Indian war, and the 

expedttionunderColonelBrad* 

Areet, and retnriu again to hia 

ftation, from 25th June, to 

24th Dec. 1766, being 183 

days, at 5s* per day 45 15 o 

For pay to two fergeants, for if- 

fuing provifions to fundry par- 
ties of men, ofdfiTerent regi« 

xnenls, at Ehzaberii Town, 

New Jerfey, from 30U1 May 

to 1 6th Sept. 1766, being no 

days^ at 6d. fterling per day 2150 

•— ~ 781 15 o 

Total ir.4269 4 loi 

■■I ■■! i I ■! I I I ■■ 

Salt for repicklingand prefervinff provifions, nails, phalk, 
and cooper's tools, with repairs of fforehoufcSj &c. &c« 'can-^ 
not be ascertained. 

(Signed) Robert Leake, Commiflkry. 

fFar-Office. ' ' Barrinoton, 

Eftimate of the expenfes of the work^ a,t the ferts in the dif- 
trid of New York for 1766. 

Nfwfprk ^ 
MicifiLtrMACKiNAC. ' (Surnncj. 

Repairing of the bark roofs pS' the ' 

houfemaycoft ' t^ a O 

Cutting the bruQi and clearihg. 
round the fort, 10 ipen ^ days; 
at lod. each per d;^ ' " t t$ 4 

Caniedover 21 13- 4 
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^ Kiw Tori Curnnej. 

Brought Dver ^. 21 13 4 

Corporal to ditto, at is. p«r day 040 

GlaiVaad nails wanted . 11150 

Tuftber repairs necefiary at that poft 15 o 

' 48 a 4 

Detroit. 
Repairs of inhabitants' houfes oc* 

cupied by the garrifon 60 o o 

Roofing the proviiion ftorchoufe 80 o- o 

flooring, doors for ditto, and otber 

conveniences of fills, ^c. 30 o O 

Furnifhing the officers* and foldiers' 

barracks with clofets, tables, 

ftools, &c, 25 0.0 

Pallifadoing the barrack -^yard from 

the town, and gates to the ikme 100 00. 
A well and pump in ditto 16 o o 

Levelling barrack-yard; and mak* 

ing drains, and a neceflary 5:500 

Repairs ef the hofpital 30 o o 

A new guard houfe, two ftory high,. 

with a platform at top, for two 

cannon to be er^^led at the gate, 

in manner of a ftrong tower, to ^ 

defend the entrance of the town 

on that fide 13O O O 

Lieut. Brdim's pay for.l76&, as 

afliftant engineer employed prin- 
cipally in completing the fur- 

vey of the colony 219 O 

Overfeer and paymafter of the , 

works, at 4s. per day 73 P O . 

Stores of different kinds, as per lift 

delivered with ftationary 53 8 ^ 

N. B. The large ftockade ought 
to be kept in repair by the inha* 
bitants and traders* ' 

' Fort Erie. 
The wall to be faifed 60 feet with 

a fingle log, will coft ^5 ^ O 

Carried o^er 914 ip 4 
...J 2 
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lio PARLIAMENTARY A. i776, 

New Tork Curnncyi 
Brought over ;C* 9?4 ^^ 4 
Relaying the officers* room floor,- 

and putting the barracks in order 650' 

N. B. If for a little more the above . 

can be done in ftone, as the wall 

is already five feet high of ma- 

fonry, whether Ji is not more, eli- 
gible? 

Niagara. 
If the towers propofed to plunge 

into the ditches and flank the 

land front of this fort are con* 

flru6led, they would coft about 

300I. each ; but if fuch are de- 
termined on, it would be beft to 

prepare only the materials this * ' 

year ; however, the place is now . ' 

m good repair; perhaps fome 

fiockades may be wanting, and 

the gates put in order 50 o o 

Ontario will want nothing ilone^ 

but a new magazine mufl be built 

next year, if the garrifon remains 

in that .poft. 

Os^WEdATGHIE. 
This place, by Capt. Sower*s re- 
port, is very much out of repair. 
The expenfes of repairing the 
barracks, ftorehoufes, and maga- 
zine, are as follow, viz. 
To repairs neceflary at the'barracks 
to accommodate the garrifon, as 
per particulars in Capt. Sower's 
' cftimate - ;£■. 41 o Q 

To ditto of one block-houfe, as per 

ditto 15 o o 

TTo ditto of officers' barracks 800 

For the fame to the baker's hotife 

and oven 600 

Ditto for the powder magazine 900 

' ■"* 79 ^ • 



, CJarried over J049 15 4 
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A,iyj6. DEBATESi^ ijl 

NiW Tori Currency. 
Brought over ^.104915.4 
The fame to^the provifion ftorc- 
hcufe, now tumbling down^ as^ 
per ditto £' Z^ P ^ 

For nails, hinges, and feveral other 
articles, as per ditto 40 o o 



N. B. Befidcs the above, the ftock- 

ades, block-houfes, and banquets, 

all in bad order. 

Albany. 
Expenfe of removing the forage • - 

iWe, and rebuilding it pn fort 

Orania with a cellar three feet 

under and three above ground, 

with the mafonry of the cellar, 

coft 160 o Q 

Repairs neceflary to fecure the ftore 

called Kilby's, and put jt in 

order 45 o o 

Fort Pitt. 

The barracks will want repairs for 

the garrifon to be left there, and 

will employ five carpenters 180 

days,, at is. 3d. each 51 5 o 

Sawing 5000 feet of bparjds, at 4s. 

per cwt. 100 o 

Labourers to cut and bring timber, 

&c. 12 men, 100 days, at lod. 

per day 50 o Q 

For one (ergeant attending ditto 

ditto time, at i«. 6d* per day 7 10 o 

For twfo mafons repairing ^chim- 

nies, plaftering, occ. 130^ at is. 

3d. each ^ ' 1650 

Small articles of ftores 14 o 9 

Quarrying, limeftone, and other 

^xpenfes of burning two kilns of 

lime, 500 buihels, at is. 6d. pej: 

bulbel ' 87 10 o 



71 o Q 



205 o o 



186 10 o 



Carried over 1512 5 4 
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New York Curr^nty* 
Brought over jf. 1512 5 4 
K. B. The under-ground wooden 

magazines in this, as in all the 

other fort&, are tnoftly- decayed^ 

bat there will be fpare barrack* 

enough to holid provifions» and- 

every thing but powder. 
Rent of an oflke and a drawing* 

.room ;^« j8 o a 

Wood for ditto > 20 p O 

Paymafter and clerk of the works» 

his pay, and an allowance for 

lodging, at 5s* 8d. fterling per / 

day, currency K76 8 4 

The principal draughtfman, lodging 

money 9 at is. perday fterling». 

ditto 30 8 4 

Fay of the afliftant engineer Pitmtn 

at the Illinois 319 Q o 

Suppofed expenCss incurred there 3CX> 00 
Stationary for the whole 50 o o 



.873 16 8 



Poftage, carriage of ftores, &:c. 60 o o 

Lieut. Pitman*s arrear of pay at af-> 

fiftant engineer to 31 Dec. 1765 281 6 iii 
Lieut. Brehm's dit. from 27 Aug, 

to 31 Dec. 1765 76 4 o 

Mr.Pauli, agiftant dfaughtfman*s 

allowance of pay^ from 12 Deo 

1765, to I April f 7669 at 55^ 

per day 27 10 o 

Repairing inilrumeiits foir furvieyr 

ing, &<:• as o o 

■ ■ I ! ■'■ 14 70 O Itk 

,2856 2 «| 
■■ ■ ■■ ■ I I I ' ■ I 
.^^•^56 2s. ii|d. New York cimency) at 

4$. 8d. fterling per dollar» is flcrltng /.1666 1 8i 
tVar Office. 

(Sigjn,ed)r HaRKT Goudon^ 

BAE&P70T0N. 

Eftimato 
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DE»ATB«. 



us 



Eftimate of expenfes attending a r^lar poft to' and from 
New York to Albany, M^hich was fet on foot, and paid 
by the commander in chief, and wiU .be continued, no 
provifion being made by the poft-mafter general for the 
fame. 

Siierlif^. 

To two riders, falary per annum at 8il. 13s. 4d, /• u d* 
each providing their own horfes 163 6 . 8 

To Henry Van Schaak, for making up and dlf- 

patchii^ the mails at Albany, per annum 46 13 4 

To Alexander Coiden, Efq. for ditto» at New 

York, per annum 46 13 4 



By letters to merchants, &c. fubje£i to poflage, 
at an average per annum 



a56 13 4 



ao o <r 



Charge of the poll againft the cro\^n 236 13 4* 

N.B. Made out aereeabie to Mr. Coiden, poft- 
mafter, at New York, account of the lad yeafw 
War^Offici. 

BAIiaiN«TOII. 

An eftiooate of the naval department on the Lakes, for the 
year 1766'. 

Boat- Carpen- Store. $ciu. 
Lakes. Vefl^ls. Mafters. Mates, fwains. tcrs. ke«p«rs. men. 

Champlain A floop t i i 1 i 6 • 

Ontario A fchooner i i i i x \h 

Erie Ditto t i i i i 16 > 

Huron Ditto i % t i i t6 



Total 



MaAers 

Mates • 

Boatf wains 

Carpenters 

Sawyers 

Storekeepers 

Seamen 



Number. 

4 
4 

4 

S 

I 

4 
54 



Pay per day 
or month. 
ios» p^r day 
6U per month 
4K per.di^o 
8s* per day 
8s. per ditto 
2s* per ditto 
70S* per month 



4 54 



730 
188 
192 
73J 

146 

2268 



o 
o 

o 

0' 
o 
o 
o 



I 4 



/.4500 o P 

Eilimate 
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t24 PARLIAMENTARY A.1776* 

Eftimatc of navil ftores neceffary for the fcveral veffels on the 
Lakes for 1766. ^. s. d. 

To thirteen pieces beft heavy fail duck, at 5I. 

• . IDS, per piece 71 10 o 
Seven pieces topfail duck, 290^ yards^ at 2S. per 

yard 29 i d 

Twocalks for packing ditto, and carting o 18 o 

One bundle of twine, 241b. at 2s. 6d, per lb. 300 

Thirteen barrels of rtini, 420 gallons, at 2s. 8d. 

per gallon 56 o o 

Thirteen barrels, at 4s. per barrel, cartage, fill- 
ing, and carting* 20s. 3 12 O 
C q. lb. 
Two cables wt. 26 o 14 
Two tow lines 3*7 
Two flirowd haw- 

• fcrs 6 o 20 
Two coils 3 inch 

rope 320 

Four coils fmall 

ditto 2 I 19 

Three ditto 3*7 

Seven ditto . 2 2 26 . 

Seven ditto . 2 3 15 C. q. lb. 

50 2 24 at 80s. 202 17 o 

Twenty barrels pitch, 24I. 20 ditto tar, t6L 40 o o 

Four barrels turpentine 96s. Leather and nails 

for the bungs^ 17s. 5 ^3 P 

Four jacks, 4 enflgns, and 4 pendants, contain* 
ing 80 yards of narrow red, white, and blue 
bunting, at is. 9d. 7 14 O 

Eighty yards of broad ditto, ditto, ditto, at 

3s. 6d. 1000 

Ma^ng the colours 3 16 o 

Four dipfe and 4 hand leads, wt. i2olb. at 8d. 400 
Four dipfe lines, wt. 641b; at %^\ . 680 

Eight hand lines,. 48s. 12 log lines, 36s. 4 4 o 

Thxeekegs tallow, wt. 3 cwt. 10 10 o 

Three kegs for ditto, 1 6s. 8d. three horn Ian- 
terns, 275. I 17 6 
Seven boxes candles, wt. 3 cwt. 12 12 o 
Seven boxes for ditto, 12s. 3d. gib. thrumbs, ' 
22s. 6d. . I 14 9 

Carried over 475 7 3 
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A/I776- '..DEBATES, 

Brought over 
Twelve mop nails, 3s. Six fcrubbing brulh 

clamps, i2s. 
Thirty pounds bend leather for the pumps, at 

33, 6d. ' 
Six thoufand putnp and clapper nails, at 5$, 
Six thoufand fcupper nails, at I2s. 
Nine gallons liafeed oil in iron bound kegs 
To the kegs for ditto, I2S. To 5ilb. !whi(e 
. lead, 38s. 3d. 
Forty.five pounds red oker, 22s. 6d. To three 

kegs for ditto, 9s, 
Eighteen kegs lamp black, 27s. Twelve tar 

bruflies, 15s. 
Six paint bruflies, 7s,6d- Four (hips com- 

palfes, 72s. 
Forty pounds fewing twine, at 2s. 6d 
Twenty-four yards of canvafs, for covers for 

the above goods 
Making and painting ditto 
Two hogftieads and i tierce, to'put the above 
. articles in 
Labour done in putting the leather on the 

bungs of the pitch 
Cartage of ditto 
Four two^hour glaiTes, i6s/ Eight haif-hoor 

ditto, 1 6s. 
T^e\v6 half and a quarter minute ditto 
Expenfes attending floop-hire, batteau-men, 

and waggon-hire for the above goods, from 

JNTew York to the different Lakes, at an 

average .300 00. 

818 16 6 

Brought over. 4500 o o 
Total e?cpen{e of the paval department. New 

* York currency 5318,16 6 

At 4s* 8d. per dollar fterling, is . £^ 3102 la II 

As made out by Lieut. Qraijit, c^n^n^nding 
faid depart men tt 

.. . Barrikcton. 

Eftimatc 
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475 7 
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5 s 

I 10 

3 12 

4 I 









2 10 
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1 11 
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2 2 
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6 




3 " 

. 3 10 
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f2d PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776^. 

^ilimatc of the cxpenfe incurred in one year in the pro* 
irincesof South Carolina and Georgia, for tranfportinfl;; 

frovifions from the places of depofit to the forts Auguft^ 
Ft nee George, and Charlotte, and to three fergeants for 
iiTuing the priyvifions there. 

^ Sterling f^ 

To dirges already tranfmitted to New York 
. for tranfporting provifions from Charlef- 
town to the out-por ts^for the ufe of the gar«» 
jfifons, from July la, 1765, to March 2, 
, 1766, being 234 days, certified by Capt. £. j, J^ 
Philips commanding officer 179 i % 

To ditto'for 131 days more, calculated at the 
above rate of 179L is^ id* fterling, for 234 
' days 100 4 9{ 

To th ree iergeants for ifluifig the p rovifions 53 

weeks^ at i dollar each per week 36 8 o 

' Total 315 13 i| 

(Signed) Robert Leaki. 
War^Qffice. Barrington. 

An cftiitiate of the annual exj>enre of the deputy q;uarter- 
er eeneral's department in the diftriA of New Yorb 



inafter general's department 
fbrtbd year 1766. 



£' '- '• 



To the freight of provifions foe the garrifons 
of Loftiibourgand Fort Amherft^ 104 tons^ 
at 3I. 8s. per ton 403 12- 6 

To the freight of provUions from New York 
to New Providence and Bermuda, 50 tons, 
at 5I. New York currency per ton 250 o o 

9oY the tfilifportation of the clothing of a re- 
giments from New York to Philadelphia 13 o O . 

For the* tranfportation of the clothing of one 

regiitttot'from Philadelphia to Fort Pitt, for 

the ufe of the regiment quartered at^ the 1 1- 

iinois, weighing 32 cwt. at*al» 5s. Penii- 

fytvania currency per hundred 76 16 o , 

To the expenfe of the tranfportation of bar* 
rack-nialler generars itorea to dlfliirent 
'places' 80 o O 

To ditto for engineer's ftores 30 o e 

Carried over 853 8 o 
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. Brooglit over 853 8 O 

nToexpenfe for building 48 batteaus at Fort 
Pitt, each at an average at $2!. is. 8d. per 
2500U Pennf>Ivania currency, e<|iial in 
New York currency to a66& 13 4 

To tranfportifig 1640 barrels of provifion for 
a regiment at the Illinois from Fort Pitt, at 
the rate of 36 barrels in each boat, and na- 
vigated by 7 batteau-nien, being aoya 
miles to Fort Chartres, and back to Fort Pitt, 

. paving each batteau-man 4I. Pcnofylvania 
Currency per month, and allowing 5 months 
to go and. return, makes aol. for eacb man^ 
. arxl lAcl for each boat; the above num- 
ber oi barrels will require 46 boats, aad 18 
barrels over ; the wholeamounting to 6440U 
Pennrylvanb correacy, equal 10 New York 
currency to * €ii6^ 6 S 

HTwo boats more for tl^e ctothiiig of a regt«- 
ment, and the refidue of provifion, being 
18 barrels, at the above rates, 208I. Peon- 
fylvanta currency, equal in New York cur^ 
rency.to 298 13 4 

To the annual expenfe of the carrying place 
of Niagara, at per contraA looK (Isriing, 
equal in New York currency to 17115 ^ 

*ro the annual expenfe of the. carrying place 

of Ticonderoga 60 O <| 

^o the yearly rent of « ftorehoufe at New 

York 40 o O 

J^r the foldiers* work in loading the velfelsoci; 
the upper lakes with provifionsy for the ufe 
of the back garrifojis 50 o o^ 

Spr Ae freight pf the clothing of the differ* 
ent regiments in America^ from New 
Yorkto Albaoy to 00 

I^^r the expenfe en moving 4 regiments yearly 480 00 

iSlationary for the ufe of tbe department 20 . o> Of 

Por the lure of (loops Ccpm New York to Al- 
baay» and other places, to tranfport troops 
at diffident t^mft^ 80 ,0 Of 

C$U9cdawr 11609 16 4 
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£; J- d. 
Brought over 11609 16 4 
ftcrling per day, equal in New York cur- 
rency to ' 61 . I ' 3 
To anfwcr fmall contingent exp^nfes, not in- 
cluded in the above amount . 100 o o 



Total 1 1770 17 7 

N. B. The whole of the above is New York 

currency. 
The amount of the whole in fterling money, 

is ^ £. 6866 6 11 

(Signed) in the abfence of Sir John St* Clair, 
Thomas Gamble, 
iVar-office. Afliftam deputy quarter- mafter-general. 

Eftimate for expenfes (for one year) of the commiflary of 
* mtlfter's office in 'North America, whi<;h, according to 
the difpofition of the troops for 1766, is calculated as 
follows. 

For the Norfhern and Centre Departments* 

'No. of Sterling. 
Miles. jT* s, dm 
From Qiiebec to Montreal, vifiting the 

pofts on each fide the river 5501 no o 

From Montreal to'Chamble, thence to 
St. John's, over Lake Champlain to 
^ Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and over 

Lake George to Fort George 200 .800 

To Fort Edward, and thence to Albany ,70 500 
To Fort Stanwix,and thence to Ofwego 218 10 o o 
To Niagara, and over Lake Ontario 170 500 

To Littfe; Niagara, and thence to De- • ' 

troit, oyer Like !^rie . 280 6-0 o 

To Michillimackinac,overLake Huron, ' ' 

•and return to Petroit 600' * 10 o o 

TaNiagara ' *' a8o ••' 60 o 

To Ofwego i^d '500 

To Fort William Auguftus (on river ' • 

St. Lawrence) ^36 '50 o 

TPo tSe Cedars ^ i ^, ^ do 

^rpffing to Lake St. Louis- .4 a 10 o 



• Cai^icd over 2440 73 10 a 
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y N9. of Sterling/ 

Brought over 2440 73 10 o 
HTo La Chine, over Lake Su Louis 21 1*00 

To Montreal 9 o 10 o 

To Quebec 180 90 • 

-Prom New York to Philadelphia, thence 

to Fort Loudon 279 miles. Fort 

Littleton 19 miles. Fort Bedfprd. 35 

miles. Fort Pitt 107 miles, in all 480, 

and return to New York 880 35 o D 

This circuit is to be taken twice a year ; 

but as the fe verity of the feafbh in 

the fall will not admit of viflting the 

pofts beyond the inhabitants, there 

-will be a dedudiun of 97I. 22 o o 

Southern Department. 353^ 141 o O 

To paflage from South Carolina to St. 

Auguftine, about 150 leagues, and 

return to South Carolina (as there are 

no opportunities from thence to. Pen- 

facola) is 900 10 O O 

To paflage from South Carolina to Pen- 

facola by fea, about 280 leagues 840 1 5 00 

To Appalachie, and return i-io 500 

To Mdbile, and return 1 10 5 O O 

To Ifle Nois (iif pradticable to get there) ' 

Nachette, by the mouth of Mifliflip- 

pi, 480 miles, Ifle Nois 1260, is 

77^0 miles, and return, makes 3480 25 o 6 

. Return to South Carolina 840 15 o O 

To viflting the interior pofts, province . 

of South Carolina and Georgia, will 

take about thirty days 22 10 d 

This circuit to be taken twicei a year ; 97 10 o 

but ijie great diitance to Ifle Nois will • ' ' 

admit of going there butonce a year, 

fo there will be a deduftion of 25I. 72 to o 

. ■ II ji II » I , ■ ' 

170 o o 
Carried over 31 1 o o 
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No. of Stirling. 
MileSi jr. X, d^ 
Brotjgbtover 311 o o 

Rent for the office at New York 30 o o 

Fiic» candles^ ftationaryy &c. 20 o o 

A clerk, at 5s. per day 91 5 o 

Poftage of letters is aBCertai% till the 

cocrefpondence is opened* 
PafTage to Newfoundland^ and neturn to 

•Quebec 900 15 o 

JOiito to ifland of Bermuda^ and ditto to 

South Carolina 780 10 o 

Ditto to iiland of Providence^ and iitto 

ditto, if it (hould be thought neceifary 

tp go to thefe places 4ao 50a 



M^fM 



48a 5 » 

Halifax department the neardl to New* 

fotlndland and I He Breton* 
War-office. 

(Signed) James Pitch£X» 
Barrihgton* 

EfUmate of ordinary contiTigettctes in Nova Scotia^ fof one 

year. 
Halifax Garrlfon and its Emnrons. 

£. s. d. SUrftn^^ 
A honfe hired from Mt. Sooth for 

a main guard, and an officers'' 

goard-room, the rent thereof 

per annum %$ t^ o 

Yeaviy rent of ftorehoufes hired 

forthecontrador'sprovifions, viz» . ^ 

Mr. Saul's ftore 8a 1 ^^ ^ ^ 

Ditto filed for ifluing^&c. 25/ ^^> ^ ^ 
The rents ef lots taken up by ma* 

jar-ge;tferaiBa(hide forthe km* 

ber and lime-ktln yards 33 lO O ' 

The charge of couriers to and 

from the out-pofts occafionatiy, 

and^ foF ^ryage acrofs Mine's 

bafin, may, at an average, 

amoiHK-^per annum 8p o o 

Carried oY^r 243 10 o 
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Brought over ;^3 k> o 

Stationary and books to the com- 
manding officer 15 o o 

To the expenfe'of the King^s boats 
in annual repairs^ cordiage^ 
pitch, tar, fails, graplings, &c. 
(the boats are employed in car^- 

rying provifions, fuel, &c. and '- ' 

in relieving the feveral pofts . » 

^ round the harbour^ a boat bein^ . 

neceflary at every poft) 45 O 9 

A perfon employed to take care of 

the boats, at is. M. per diem ^7 7 6 

Six men befides employed in the 
boats for 8 months, at is, per 
diem each 73 4 O 

To the expenfe of fiindry fipall 
unforefeen incidents that cannot 
be contraded for, or fall within 
the barrack- mafter'^ department 
or the engineer's eftimate 60 o O 

To an rflowance to the command- 
ing officer for paying perfons • 
employed ip copying, &Ct at 
^%. per diem 54 ^5 O 



-5t9 16 6 



Fort CtTMBEHLAND, 

For a team employed every four 
weeks for carrying provifions 
to the party at Bay Verte, at 
2ds. each, is for a year 

Repairs for the King^js boats aboqt 

To the rent of an office of the 
commanding officer for doing 
the public bufihfeft 

Fire and candles for ditto 



j<4 i^ ^ 

As tranfmitted by Lieutenant-coh Dulrymple, eoiaflMadifig 
officer at Halifax. 

«^ ff^arloffice. / • . ' Ba|lilinoton« 

5 Efttmatt 
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Eftitnate of die yearly contingent expenfes of the garrifo|i of 
, Louifbourgy Ifland Battery, and colliery. 

To a cooper for the vidJualling office, 365 days, £. s. ^. 
at IS. 6d. per day ay 7 6 

Two horfes, a cart, and driver, at Qd.perday, 
with corn, hay, Ihoeing, and mending the 
harnefs, with corn, hay,.&c. for a bull .40 6 O 

For a boatman, at 6d. per day, with ropes, . 
j)itch, tar, oars, oakum, and workmanfliip 
for 365 days, at 6d. more ^ 1850 

For a fmith for repairing grates and other 
work for the barrack, fuppofing he works 
three days in a week, at is. per day 7 16 o 

For the command at the colliery for 60 chal- 
dron of coals, at 5s. - , 15 o o 

For the diredor of tb^ mines for 365 days, at 

5s. per day 9^ S <^ 

For lumber for the repair of the ftage, cor- ^ 
dage, utenfils, candles, &c. aU the coal* 
mines, about lOO o o 

For the hire of a ihallop to carry coals to the 

ifland where it is difficult to laud 4 ' O O 

Tranfporting provifions to Fort Amherft, 

about. 56 o 

For two carpenters and two mafons that will 

. b^^ wanted for repairing the barracks at the 
citadel, and the officers* quarters, to be fur- 
nifhed from the troops, for 365 days, at is. 
each per day 7300 

, Sterling 4a6 13,6' 

War- office. * 

^ ^Signed) Robert Milward, Major 59th regiment. 
Barrington. V, 

Eftimate of^he annual experife attending the office of com- 
miflTary-general of ftores and provifions for. the province ot 
^ <^cbpc, AS^ilipar as.the fame can be afcertained, viz. 

*-^ ^ -^ Stirling^ £• s. /rf. 

To3|i:lerkatQiicbec, zX 2^, per diem . 54 15 o 

^o.Ut>aiiri?rs , :»/ .. a? o 4. 

.' . ' I Carried over 8i 15 o 
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Brought over 8i 15 o 

To coopers, hp0Df> n^Ist ^. 4a o p 

To repairing olftorei 08 q o 

Tocandlesya^ndfundry fnd^U articles 6 iq o 

To freights ixqm Qj^k^ to Three Riveil 8q o o 
To carriage qjf prQvifipns firomi tb9 ft<W* oa 

board veflVjIs fqr Three Rivers 1^5 o 

?o 9 clerk's falary there, at 3$. p0r 4k» 54 15 

Q labmirers at the fame place 10 o o 

gtatfonsiry for the whole department 1200 

Poftage ot letters ditto 'S O o 
To an aflifiant cocamig^ry at Montreal, at 5s. 

per diem 9^ 5 o 
To a ckrk at Cb^mhly, neaMr Mo&treal, at a& 

6d. per diem 45 12 6 
Tofujrveyors for all the contraftors' provifions 

expended in this and the jgarrifon of Three 

Rivers 30 o o 

To rent of an office at Quebec 26 o o 

587 17 6 

N. B. The expcnfe of labour and tranfporting 
of provifions in the diftrift of Montreal, ana 
the pods above thdt garrifon, has hitherto 
been paid by the quarter-mafter-general. 
(Signed) J. Gocdfrap. 

War-^Offci. 

S^RRINGTON. 

Sftiflnate of the annual expenfes of his Majefty's hofpital in 
the garrifon of Quebec, as nigh as they can be afcertained. 

Sterling. £. s. d. 

To the clerk's wag^ 30 o ^o 

To a nurfe^ at 84. pcff day %^ 3 4 

To fund ry extra nurfes %^ o nt 

To repairs of the hofpital 500 

ToM|dilf« f IQ »' 

To c^ndl^ ^ %f o 

To ft? e-^ood, 109 cb^rdsj « 6s» F^y .chqi4 ^ q o 

Sheets and linen for the ufe of the hofpital 6^ 14^. o 

Waihing - 5 io o 

>iiii ,. i.i I I p. . Ill n, i 

G&rncdiover A14 &' 4 
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£. s. d. 
Brought over 1 14 8 4 

The other neceflfaries, fuch as ivine, fugaf , and 
proper diet, as they depend upon the number 
of fick, the nature of the difeafes, &c. cannot 
with any precifiori be afcertained ; but fup-^ 
pofing 20 men each day in the hofpital, at 
4d. per man, befides the 4d. propofed to be 
ftoppedy they may 'amount to 121 13 4 

236 1 S 
(Signed) AdAm Maban£. 
War-Office. Barrington. 

Eftimate of expenfes attending the brigadier-general's d^part*^ 
ment for the northern di(lri£t, per annum, in time of peace. 

Ordinary Expenfes. 

Sterling* 

£. s. J. £. s. /• 

A clerk, at 5s. per diem 91 50 

Poftage of letters 50 o o 

Stationary and office 30 o o 

Occafionai expenfes and other con« 

tingent charges 60 o o 



Extraordinary Expenfes. 

Repairing the guard-houfe at Mont- 
real 15 19 o 
Repairing the Provoft at ditto 70 16 8 



231 



86 15 



318 o 8 
« (Signed) £vr£ Massey, 

Lieut. Col. commanding at Montreal. 
War^Office. BARRiNOtON. 

Eftimate of the expenfeattending the afliftant deputy quarter* 
mafier-generars department, under the brigadier- general, 
commanding in the northern diftrifi, per annum^ in time 
of peace. 

T^«ftimate of fupplies from Montreal to F^t 
William Auguftus,' to zdoo men for one 

year. 
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NiW Tork 
Currency* 
year, being carriage by land and water df £. s. d. 
3050 packages* or barrels of provifions 20 i I o o 

To efliaiate of carrying by land and water the 
fupply for 100 men for Crown Point, from 
Montreal to St. John's, being 305 barrels of 
provifions 210 O O 

To expenfe of appointments totheperfons ne- 
ceiTary to be employed under the diredion 
of the afliftant deputy quarter-mafter-general 
(a commiffary at Lachine, a (lore-keeper^ 
mafter-carpentery batteau-mafter, waggon- 
mailer, Englilh clerk, and French clerk), 
. for carrying on the fervice of fupplies of 
provifions, ftores, or any thing elfc, from 
Montreal to Crown Point, or to the upper 
pods, as far as Ofwego, with fome contin- 
gencies, will amount to 700 o o 

To yearly rent of a (lorehoufe at Lachine^ for 

provifions 100 o O 

To two merchants* furveyors, at a medium on 
provifions for 100 days, at los. ilerling each 
per diem 171 9 6 

To working parties, at a mediumt for rolling 
provifions, and other neceflary works to be 
done 200 O O 

To exprefles^ meiTengers, and horfe hire, as 
there may be occafion 

To office rent, firing, and candles^ per annum 

To pofiage and (lationary 



80 

•g 












368a 


9 






368 2I. 98. New York currency, at-4s. 8d. fter- 
ling per dollar, is fterling 12148 t II 

This eftimatc of expenfe of carriage by land 
and water, for fupply ing the troops With 
provifions from Montreal, Fort William 
Auguftus, or Ofwegatchie, fuppofing it rc- 
quifite for the upper pells of looo oien, 
alfo from Montreal to St. John's for 100 
men/ includes all expenfe for new boats^ 

K 2 workaen. 
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MTorkmen, reparationsi and materials of every 
fort. - 

(Signed) JOHKf MAXWlSLt) 

Affiftant deputy (^uarler^mafter-geiieral' 
War-Office. 

SiL1lRlN9TDir« 

Sftimate of the annual expenfe of Fort Amherftj St« John's 

Ifland. 

To 40C0 feet of plank for repair- £. s. dm 
ing the bariack» and rebuilding 
the porch of the gateway which 
fell in, at 5I. 20 o O 

To 3000 (hingles, at acs. 300 

To I barrel of pitch, and i of tar^ 
for caulking of boats, barracks^ . 
&C. 2 lOr O- 

To 5cwt. of iron, at ais. ^ 6 15 Q 

To a cwt. of oakum tor repair- 
ing and caulking the barf acks 
aid boats, at 4d. per lb. 2 14 8 

To a boat's road for ^ veflel run 
away withj a cwt. 2 ^rs. at 
ll. 15s, > 6 17 6 

To rope for painters, and flares . 
for hording provilionSi &c« 
r cwt. 3 qrs. at 2I. 15s ^ 4 16 3 

To 2000 bricks, for repairing 

cHiinates and hearths, at 25s. . 2 10 o 

To a floop run away with, bought 
for the ufe of the garrifon ' 1 2 o v o 

Tojharrebof lime, at 15s, 3 15 o 

To aSlb. of fteel, at is. i % o 

To fondry tools 626 

To one crofs-cut fa«r o k6 o 

74 4 " 



Artificers 4md laiourersm 
To carpenters' hire 
To fmith's wwk^ siakiBg naijs^ 

call work, &c. 
To mafon's work 
To carter's wofk 


i8 

7 7 

5.10 

10 10 




6 






Carried over 



41 7 6 
1x5 12 5 
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£• J. Jf 

Brought over Z15 12 5 
To bdattnen aod.nHn*fner8«in- 

ploved in the canoec and floop tt 0.0 
To Mr. Webfter's fhallop, loft 

laft winter tti purfiiit of (JIk de-* ' 

fevers from fort Amberft !• o o 



teiM^MMkMi 



SterKng. £. 137 1 2 5 
fFar-Office. BarrInotok. 

Eiliorate of the fuppofed expenfe of one year, In the qtiarter- 
maller-general^s department at Albany. 

Niw Tori, 

To tranfporting naval (lores from Schenedady 
to Ofwego in batteaus 

To ditto clothihgy baggage, He, from Scbe* 
nedady to Ofwego in batteatis 

To ditto tor artillery ftores to tRtto 

To ditto for provifions for Indians to Johnfoij's 
hall, &c. &c. 

To ditto done by the troops, between the firft 
landing from Niagara to fort Erie 

To ditto for provifionsto fort Hunter, &c. 

For new batteaus, and for carpenters' wages in 
re^iairki^ the old 

For nails, pitch, oaikutp, tar, rope, 2(c. 

For a waggoif-mafler and 5 teamfters' wages, 
employed at Niagara, from 25 Dec. to 16' 
May following, both tnclufive 

For oars, poles, paddles, fcoops, &c» 

For a man and horfc to forward the army letters 

For tranfporting in carriages, from Albany to 
Schenedady, the provifions, artillery, engi- 
neer's ftores, naval ftores, baggage, &c. fent 
to the weft ward 

For ditto to fort George 

For ditto over the carrying places on the Mo- 
hawk river 1^0 6 O 

For one waggon-inafteA pay, from ^5 Dec. 
to24|une^ both inplufive 54 15 o 

■ " I • ■'■■ ■ ' C"" — 

Carried QY^ 2438 12 

K3 
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/ ' New Tort 

Currency^ 
Brought over £. 243S 12 o 
For one waggon^mafter'spay^ from 25 June to 

24 E^ec. inelufive 4-5 I J ^ 

For one florekeeper's wages, from 25 Dec. 

to ,24 June, both days incluiive ;^7 6 q 

For Tuflice Glen, my afliftant at Schene£(ady, 

his;^ pay from 25 Dec. to 24 June, both 

inclufive, at ;2s. a day 709 4, o 

For Juftice Glen's pay, from 25 June to 24 

Dec. bq^h inclufivey at 6s. 54 18 

For a ckrk*s pay, from 25 Dec. to 24 Dec. 

foUpwing, both inclufive 146 o o 

Fprftationary J25 o o 

. 2846 15 o 

jf ,2846 15$. od. New York currency, at 

4s 8d. (lerling per d(>llar> isy fterling ;^« I160 12 I 

(Signed) John Bradstreet. 
ffVr^OJlce. Barrington. 

Ljft of the officers of the northern department of Indian 
affairs, under the fuperintendency of Sir Willjam Johp- 
fon, Bart, with their refpedive falaries, and alfo thofe 
appointments intended by the plan for the better manage-* 
ment of Indian affairs, &c. 

» Per Annum. 
Sterling. 
3ir W. Johnfon, bart. fole agent and fuperln- £. s. d. 
tendant, &c. 600 o q 

George Qroghan, £fq. deputy agent for the ' 

Ohio and weft ward 2oo O o 

Daniel Claus. Efq. ditto, for Canada, &c. 2P0 O 

Guy Johnfon, Efq. ditto, for the mWdle diftrid^, 

immediately under the fuperintendant 200 p o 

*^homas Mac Key, afliftant for the Ohio and 

Sufquehanna, &c. 60 o o 

Cpmmi£'aries appointed in confequence of the plan* 

Edward Cole, commilfary at (he Illinois 290 o o 

Jehu Hay, ditto at Detroit 200 o p 

ISenjamin Roberts, ditto at Niagara 156 o o 

C^ricd over 18 10 o 
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Per Annum* 

Sterling, 

' Brought over ;^, 1810 o o 

Commiffaries appointed in conjiquencs of the plan. . . . • 

Alexander Mac Ree, commiflary at fort Pitt 1 50 o o 

'Gorman Mac Leod, ditto at Ontario 120 o O 

Interpreters. 
One at Illinois 

Two at Detroit, at 80I. each 160 o o 

One at Niagara 80 o o 

Two at fort Pitt, one 80U and oae at 50K 130 o o 

One at Ontario' 70 o o 

One at Michiliimackinac 80 o o 

Xwo in Canada, one for the Ottawa language, 
the Qther for the fix Canada nations, at 50U, 
each 100 o o 

Two with the fuperintendant,. at 58!. 6s* 8d. 

fterling each for the prefent ^116)3 4 

Smiths. 
One at Illinois 
One at Michiliimackinac 
One at Detrgit 

Their falaries as yet unfettled. 
One at Niagara 80 o o 

One at Ontario 70 o o 

One at fort Pitt 80 o o 

Two, with their affiftants, for the two Mohawk 
villages, Oneidas, Tufcaroras, &c. a( lop). 
each 200 o o 

Storekeeper, 23I. 6$» 8d. atid fiorehoufe rent 
291. 3$.4d. 52 10 o 

£. 3289 3 4 
Befides the foregoing, there are (everal commif- 
faries, interpreters, and fmiths intended by the 
plan, which are indifpenfably neceflary, and 
not yet appointed, viz. 

Commiffaries. 
One at La Bay e 

One at Chiccoujtami, on the Saquep^fy fivpr 
One at Michiliimackinac 
One at fort Halifax, Kenebec river 
One at fort Frederick, St, John's river . 
One propofcd at Montreal or Carillon 

K 4 Inter- 
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Interpretirs. 

One at La Baye 

.One at Chicoutami 

One at fort Halifax 

One at fort Frederick 

Smiths* 
. One at La Baye 

One at Chicoutami 

One at Montreal or Carillon 

One at fort Halifax 

One at fort Frederick 

Becrttary for Indian affairs (now vacant), the 
office of clerk of the city and county of Al- 
bany being feparated from it^ ihould be at 
leaft . 

Sir William Johnfon Hkewife, in his anfwcrto the Lords of 
Trade, in confeqnence of (he prefcnl extent of our Indidlir 
alliances, and the extraordinary exoenfes incurred by him, 
and his three deputies, both at nOtne and abroad, for 
-which no regular account can be made, requefted that thfi^ 
Lordfliips Would be pleafed to procure an augmentarion of 
his falary, and an addition of lool. (lerling per aanum^ 
to each of his three deputies, 

War-^Office. (A true copy.) 
Barrington. 

Eftimate for repairing the church of St* Francis, at St% 
Auguftine's^, for foldiers* barracks, vi2;. 

£. s. J, 
To repairing the roof, and taking down'^the 

fteepie, and roofing the fame n ^ . q 

To building four pillars, breaking out doors, 
. and repairing the walls 15 O o 

To making a floor the whole lertgrti of thc' 

church, workman(hipatid rnaterials kicluded^ 

as a fecond floor to the barrack 7^8 ib q 

To buildmg a ftaircafe, workmanfliip and nia*> ' 

terials included 24 12 # 

J^or making Jfour partitions, ditto 23 8 o 

^or 8 windows, with fttittefs^ »t iL i^s. per 

window la 16 0^ 

}For3 cbors, at il. i8s. perdlbdr 5 14 q 

jpor 44 bfidfteads, at il« ids, pet^bedfiead 66 o q 

'1 ■■■ • l i^ y 

J ^arfiedoycr 240 o q 
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Brouglir ovefr . 240 o o 

For building a neceflary houfe, workmanlhip ^ 

and materials included 14 16 o 

For 900 feet of paled fence, for ^cldfihg the 

ground belonging to the terhu:ka 22 ktl o 



Total for repairing the chnrcli a^f 7 b * ^ 

ifc ■ •■ • -I .. 

£flimate for building five kitchens, two for the officers, i^nd 
three for the foldiers, viz. 

£% s^ J. 
2820 feet of ftohe work, at 3I. tos. per hundred 

feet, labour and materials included jo6 7 o 

2350 feet of roofing, at 4I. per fiundred feet, -^ ^ 

workmanlhip and materials included 94 o o 

500 feet of joifts, at 1 1. per hundred feet S o ^ 

5 doors, at il. 2s. per door j lo o 

5 windows, at il. 2s. per window 5 lO o . 

for making two partitions and benches for the 

kitchens, materials included 7 lO # 

J'or making two wells so o o 



Total for the'kitchens, fterling 233 17 o 



(Signed) James Momcriep, 

Endgn of engineers. 
JVar-Office. ( A true c;opy.) Barrincton. 

pHimate of the expenfes neceflary for the repairs df the 
feveral yards, Hbrehoufes for the ordnance fervice, and 
{latteries at Halifax in Nova Scdtia. 

Tht Jquarejlore for fmall armsy tSc. 

£4 s. d. £^ i^ A 
1 72 feet water tubl^, at 3d. 230 

31 fquare clapbdarding« at 13^. 2o 3 O 
92 ditto (hingling, to be ripped 

and new laid, at 2b5. 22 O D 

1 8 ditto flooring, t^ be ripped, 

ihot, and relaid, at 78. & 6 ^ 

400 feet of boards, fo fupply &- 

ficteficte in the floor o 18 o 

A|i|5nnr|^tothecptry 500 

■ ■ ■ ■■' ' i <6 10 o 
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^. s, d. /. 5. 4. 
Srou£^over %^ .^^ ^ 

The Ungjiore for final I arms, He. 
d02 feet water table, at 3d. 2 10 6 

38I fquare clapboarding, to be 

ripped and new laid 26 19 o 

24 fquare fliingling^ to be ripped 

and new laid, at 20s. 24 o o 

1680 feet of flooring in the gar- 
ret, ditto, at yd. ^177 
1 260 feet of ground flooring joint, 

&c. to be taken up 117 9§ 

10^ rods of dry flone wall under 

the fommers i 1 1 6 

djj^ton of timber for new fom* 

mers, at i^s. i 17 6 

500 feet of joids, of 8 by 3 inches, 

for deficiencies 2.00 

Framing 1260 feet of flooring, 

at 8d, ' S • 95 

600 feet of boajrds to fupply de« 

ficiencies 170 

Flooring 1269 feet of ground 

floor ' ^ 4 8 2j 

18 new window frames, at 6s. 589 

6 pair of hinges for the lower 

window fhutters 990 

A new fet of ramping (kids for a 

new i^aii' i 10 < 



The bedding fiorj^. 

10 rods of unde/pinning in mar 

fonry, at 14s. 700 

^fquare (hingling, to be ripped 

and new laid 24 o p 

20 fquare clapboarding, at 13s. 13 o o 
16 fquare flooring, to be taken 

up, (hot, and relaid 5^2 ^ 

204 feet water table, at 3d. 2 1 1 Q 

320 feet of boards to make up 

deficiencies o 1^4 5 



84 16 io| 



52 1^ 5 
Carried over 194 4 3I 
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Brought oyer 194 4 3! 

7i# labiratory. 
5 rods underpinning in roafonryy 

at 148. 3 to o 

32 fquaresclapboarding^at 13s. 20 x6^ # 
29 ditto (hingling, to be ripped 

and new laid, at 20s. 29 O o 

Three window frames and 3 pair 

of hinges, at 7s. 6d. 126 

A fmall gateway j O o 

59 S ^ 

TTfe ordnance yard* 

600 feet running of new pali« 
fadoing, the pickets to be 16 
feet long, by 9 inches diame* 
ter, to be cut by the troops^ 
viz. 650 paliTadoes at 4| on 
the wharf, provided the pro* 
prietors of the ground demand 
nothing for leave to cut them X2 3 9 

pigging the trench, and plant- 
ing them four feet deep, a| 
20s. 6 10 o 

A new gate 600 



The gun taclUngJlore* 
^^emoving the ruins ofthefhed, 

about 4 10 o 

^ fquares of weather boarding, 

feather-edged 400 

9 iquareclapboarding 540 

27 fquares ihingling to be ripped 

and new laid 27 o o 

;^i6o feet of flooring to be taken 

up* (hot, and ^elaid 7 ii ^1 

^50- feet of boards to fupply de« 
' ficiencies 103 



24 13 9 



49 5 SI 



The Junk Jipre* 

13 fquares of clapboarding^ at 

* 13s. ' $90 



Carried over 336 9 Hi 
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Brought oVe'r 336 o ii§ 

13^ fquares ihingling,^ to be rip- 
ped and new laid 13 to o 

9 fquares of flooring ditto, at 

los. 6d* 4 14 6 

a new window frames, at 6ii« 0120 

2 rods underpinnings at 14s. i 8 O 



7he Itiinber yard. 

Removing yo f(}.uares df fencing. 

At !«• 3 10 

Pigging pits for, and planting 148 

pods four feet deep, at isv 7 8 

Boarding 70 fquare of fedee of 

new, 8^t 3s. ^ 10 10 

10 rods of mafonry in buttrefles, • 

9X las, 60 



do 4 6 



The artillery barrach. 

902 feet water tfble^ at 3d. t o 6 
%S\ fquare of clapboarding, to be 

ripped and new laid, at 1*45. ^7 '7 o 

30 fquares Ihingling, at 20s. 30 o o 

Yhe arm^ureT^i fl>6p. 

420 feet ranging timber, at i6s. 3 7 o 

680 feet quartering ftuff, at 5s. i 14 o 
480 feet two-ihch jflaftk, at 4I. 

los. a 3 12 

2600 feet of boi^ds, at fel, 5s. 5 17 o 

960 clapboards, at tl. it)s. 20 o 

6900 (hingles, at los. 3 $ ^ 

1200 twenty-peVlny hails 090 

2oIb. of fpikes, at 6d, b id 

2900 eight- penny nails o 14 ^ 

6900 (hingle nails o 17 3 

I door o 10 o 
I pair <iF door htngies, 3s. 6d. 

one lock 4s. 't 76 
5 window frames, 12 fquares 

r>eaoli,alf ics. 2 10 o 



07 8 Q 



49 *7 ^ 



Oatried-oter 24 16 7 433 10 11^ 
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Btou^over 24 16 7 433 10 iij^ 

fForlwutnJbip. 

Opening the fonod^ioQ 20 yards, 
I at 6cl. O IP 

I Mafonry in the fQun4ation, and 

undec the fommers, 7 xs^^y ^t 
i I2S. 440 

A hearth and clHmi^^y X5 9 Q 



I 



^ Qurpenter^s work. ' 

a2| fquares framing, at 8s. 9 # # 
19 fquare feaihcr-cdgc weather 

boarding and lining 4 15 O 

7 fquare boarding ia thf roof i i O 

9i fquare clapboarding, at 6s. « 17 o 

7 fquare fhingling, at 5s. I 15 o 
480 feet flooring fquare joints with 

plank I l< j 

^2 feet water table, at 3d. 130 



7be governor's battery^ 

47 pods and capes in the break- 
water with framing, at 3s. '7 r 9 
Three-inch plank oak, 2950 feet, 

at 7K ips* 9^2 ft 6 

Clay in the break- w^ter 7809 

ditto, 289 yards, at as. per 

yard aft 18 O 

Framing 29I fijuare fe:|ther-edge, 

at los. 14 ^S ® 

Removing the remainder of earth 

and logs in tfce parapet 33,350 

feet, 1235 yards, at 3d. 15 t tj 

Ditto in the trapezium 159.969 

ditto, 592 ditto, at 3d. 7 '8 ,0 



67 • p 



eanicdover 95x3 o jfoo 10 ixi 
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£. s. d. £. s. i. 
Brought ov6r , 95 13 3 Soo 10 iii 
iPillingy wheeling, fonning> ati^ 
lamming earth in the new pa- 
lapet and the trapezium^ 
39,603 feet^ 1467 yards, at 
IS, 1Z 1 O 

Sod in facing and capping 7084 

feet, 269 yards, at 2s. ^ yard 26 4 o 
14 platforms, three- inch oak 

plank, at 3K ios« 49 o 6 . 

A new (lair or ramp 2 xo o 

■ ' 24* U $ 

South gate battery 246 14 3 

South Jtw gun batterf* 

35poft8 and caps with framings 

at 3s. J S « 

Three-inch oak plank for the 

break-water^ 2000 feet, at 

7I. IDS. > 15 o o 

Clay in the break-water 56o# 

feet, 207 yards, at 2s, per .^t 

>.yard 20 14 o 

Framing 20 fquare feather-edge, 

at los. per fquare , 10 o O 

Removing logs, &c. IC( lO o 

Filling, wheeling, &c. earth in 

the new parapet 53,820 feet, 

1993 yards, at is, per yard 99 13 o 
Sod work in facing and capping 

4554 feet, 169 yards, at as. 

per yard 16 18 o 

9 new platfornis, oak plank three 

inch, at 3]. los. 3,1 to o 

Anewftair 600 



217 10 o 



North five gun baitery. 
34 pofts and caps with framing, 



Carried over 520 xaii 9 s\ 
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Thrcc-inch oak plank in the 
break-water, 1658 feet, at 

7I. los, la 8 8 

261 fquare framing fcather-edge, 

at los. 850 

Cruft of clay in the break- water 

4948 feet, 183 yards, at 2s. i860 
Removing earth and logs from 

the parapet 11,900 feet, 663 

yards, at 3d. 859 

Ditto in trapezium 7697 feet, 

285 yards, at 3d. 3 ii 3 

Filling, wheeling, &c. earth in 

the new parapet and trape- 
zium, 20,151 feet, 746 yards, 

at IS. per yard 37 ^ ^ 

Sodding in facing and capping 

3424 feet,* 127 yards, at 2s. 

per yard 
5 platforms, at 3!. los. 
A new ftair 



12 14 





17 10 





2 10 






125 18 8 



Tq enclofi the land refervidfor bis 
Majefty on the hill. 

To enclofe mo yards, with a 

ditch 4 feet wide at top, i at 

bottom, and 3 feet deep^ the 

earth to be formed into a bank 

on the infide, at 9d. per yard 41 5 o 
A gate for ditto at the citadel 500 

— 46 5 o 

Stationary for the engineer for reports, 

plans, &c. 600 



Total in Halifax currency £. 1389 13 !§ 

Add for incidents which cannot be fore- 
feca * 231 12 a| 

Sum total^ including incident^, cairied 
over i62j 5 3J 
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fpm Ibotaiy iacludinginc^ents> brought ever 1621 5 3I 



Sum total in fterKng £. 1459 2 9^ 

> " ■ t ■ I I > 

(Signpd) John Marr^ 

Sub*eDgi«e^iw 

War-Offce. (A tri^e cppy J 

BARRINdTON* 

Total of the expenfe fproneyear^ according 

to the preceding eftimate^ j^^yjy\%% % 8| 

Hl^ UIW I^i H U T » 



— ^wiWWW * * HUH 'ui > 

3fafmry 2iy 171J^ 
Private bufineft* 

yanuary 2(2# 
Eftimates of invalids, officers' widows, &c. prefented* 

January ^^i^ 
Not members fufficient for a ballot* 

January 24. 
The fame* 

January 2$. 
A(jJ9Ufncd.to January ay. 
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January 27. 
Ballot for Hindon ele£lion. 

January 28, 
Ballot for Shaftefbury^eledion, 

January 29, 

A petition from the comn^iitec of the company of nfier- 
chanis trading to Africa, being offered to be jprefentcd to the 
Houfe ; 

Lord Northy by his Majedy's command, acquainted the 
Houfe, that his Majefty, having been informed of the con- 
tents of the petition, recommends it to the confideration of 
the Houfe. 

Then the petition was brought up, and read ; fetting forth, 
** That the petitioners have laid before the Houfe an account 
oTthe money granted for the year 1775, examined and pafled 
by the Curfitor Baron of the Exchequer, a<! required by zzi 
aft of 23 George II. intltled, "An Aft tor extending' 
and improving the trade to Africa ;" and that they have in-" 
vetted the money granted in 177b for the fupport and, maintc- 
nance of the forts and fcttlemients on the faid coafl ; and that 
the faid forts and fettlements having been delivered to the pe-' 
thioners in a very bad ftate by the Royal African Company, 
and the fums annually granted by Parliament being nearly ex- 
pended in the civil and military cftablifhments, leaving very 
little for the repairs of the faid forts, feveral of them ftill 
remain -in a very ruinous condition ; and that the Houfe in the 
year 1772, granted the fum of 240CI. to finifli the repairs of 
Cape Cfoaft cattle; but, in the progrefs of the work, the 
walls of the fort were found in fo very decayed a ftate, and 
fo many defefts difcovered, that the petitioners have been 
unavoidably led into the expenfe of a much larger fum, arid 
the repairs of the faid fort ftlll remain unfinifhed, nor can the 
petitioners proceed therein until the Houfe (hall enable them; 
and that, at the ^nd of December I775» ^^^ officers and 
fervants in Africa had advanced for the public fervice about 
7000I. more than the petitioners have been enabled to repay' 
them ; and that the faid officers have further advanced about * 
1200I. to the inhabitants of Lagoe and Mumford, two prin- ' 
cipa) trading towns on the coaft of Africa, in order to pre- 
fcrve the [commerce of thofe towns to the Brltifti nation, 
which advance the faid 6fficers pray may be repaid them ; 
atid that the expenfe of freight and infurance on the goods 
and ttores fent to Africa this year will amount to near loool, 
extraordinary ; and that the petitioners, being fenfible of the 
gre^t regard (hewn by the Houfe for the Briti(h forts and fet* 

Vol. V. L tlenjenta 
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tjements on the coaft of Africa, therefore pray the Hpufeto. 
take the premifes into confiderationi and grant fuch fum for 
the neceflary fupport and maintenance of the faid forts and 
fettlements, for repaying the officers and fervants the feveraf 
fiuns of money advanced by them, and likewife for the re« 
pairs ftill wanted, as (ball teem meet.** 

Ordered, that the faid petition do lie upon the table. 

. £arl Nufmt obferved, that the prefent (late of the African 
Company called for particular attention ; that regular de* 
m^nos W'^re paade every year in Parliament, for grants to de- 
fray the civil eftabliihment ; befides partfcular ones, for the 
repairs of fortifications, &:c. ; that certainly it was an obje^ 
i;eorthy of inquiry, to know how the money granted was ex« 
{icndcd } yet he could no( recommend fuch an inquiry to Par- 
liameot, in the prefent ftateof public affairs, when he re- 
coUeAed what happened on a former occafion. In the year 
' 1775, the fame doubts exifted ; a committee was appointed^ 
ana employed a great part of that feffion, it was a tedioQs af- 
£|ir, and anfwered very little purpofe. He could not, there- 
f9re, think of proceedmg in the fame manner now, particu. 
larly as it might be fuppofed that matters of much greater 
confequence would call for the attention of Parliament. On 
tbefc general grounds he moved, " That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, that he will be pleafed to give direc- 
tions, that the Board ot Trade may inquire into the prefent 
(tatc, &c# of the African company." 

. Mr, 4* Bacon was of the fame opinion, and that it was . 
necefTary that the grant fliould precede any inquiry in that 
Houfe, 

Mr. Vyner faid he well remembered the time alluded to by 
-the noble Lord and the hon. Gentleman. He recolIeQed. 
fevtral curious particulars of the company fending out bricks 
or ftones to eredL the fortifications ; yet by the accounts, he 
iiva^ forry to find, as well as by the petition, that the (tones 
cr b;:i^ks were fo rotten, that, inftead of repairing the fortifi- 
cations of Cape Coad caftle, they were in fo ruinous a con* 
dUioxij that they muft be pulled down, and rebuilt from the 
v^ry foundation. 

jSir-. G(^c9yne fpoke againft the conduft of the African 
Com^Any ; and concluded that the grants of Parliament an- 
fwered no one fubftantial purpofe, but that of edablilhing a 
monopoly* 1 he addrefs was agreed to ; and the petition 
ordered to lie upon the table. 

January 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A. 1777, DEB At ti. Ijt 

jtmuary 36. 
Decollation of Charles I. 

February l. 
No debate. Adjourned to Mebruarj 3. 

February 3. 
No debate. 

The fame. 

T^Tic fame. 



February 4. 
February 5. 



February 6. 

A bill for enabling the commiilioners for executing the of- 
fice of Lord High Admrral of Great Britain to grant com* 
miflions or letters of marque to the commanders of private 
ibips and veflels, to take and make pf i^e of aM mips or 
veifelsy and their cargoes, belonging to, or poiTeflfed by, any 
of the inhabitantsof the colonies of New Hau.p(hire, Mafla- 
chufet's Bay, Rhode Ifland, Conncdicut, New York, New 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware^ 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina* and 
Georgia, for a time to be limited, was this day read a third 
time, paifed, and carried to the Lords. 

There were no debates on this bill, in any (lageof its pafling. 

Lord North got up and faid,^ that having a matter of fomc 
importance to communicate to the Houfe, he could wifli their 
attention for a few minutes ; — it was upon bufmefs which 
ought not to come detailed before fo thin a Houfe, but there 
would be feveral ftages of the bufmefs which would give op- 
portunity for ample difcuflion : — the thing was this j^ — there 
have been, during the prefent war in America, many prifoners 
made, who were in adual commiffion of Ithe crime of high 
treafon ; and there are pcrfons, at prefent, guilty of that 
crime, who may be taken,, but perhaps for want of evidence 
cannot be kept in gaol. That it has been cuftomary npoa 
fimilar occafions of rebellion, or danger of invafion from 
abroad, to enable the King to kvn^ fufpe£ted perfons ; he 
would not be thought to hint at any neceiBty of trufting n)i- 
niffers at ptefent Vr\x)\ fuch a power in general ; indeed the 
times are different; we are vdry far from having any re- 
bellion at home ; and as to an invafion, we have not the leaft 
profpeft of it ; — for thefe rcafons, it is not meant to aik the 
full power, ufiial upon former occaftons of rebellion^ But as 
ihe law ftahds, they were weUtnformed^ tlmt it is not poflible zi 
h jZ prefent 
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prefent officially to apprehend the moft fufpcdcd perfon* 
Another clrcumilance is, the perfons made pri loners from the 
lebels, and alfo in the ad of piracy on the high feas ; at 
prefent, they can be legally cpnfined only to the common 
gaols, which would be entirely impradtlcable. It is necef- 
fary for the Crown to have a power of confining them like 
other prifoners of war. Thefe and feme other matters (hould 
be attended to in the bill he purpofed moving, which was 
this: 

" That leave be given to bring in a bill, to enable his 
Majefty to feciire and detain perfonscharged with, or fufped- 
ed of the crime of high treafon committed in America, or 
on the high feas, or the crime of piracy.*' 
. Lpave was given accordingly. 

This day Lord North prefented to the Houfe the following 
convention between his Majefty and the Landgrave of Hcfle 
Caflel : 

Tranflation of a convention between his Majefty and the 
Landgrave of Hefle Caflel ; concluded and figned at Cailcl 
/ the nth day of December 1776. 

HIS Britannic Majefty having defired that the corps of 
Heffian chafleurs now in his fervice in America, (hould be 
augiTiented, his minifter plenipotentiary, Colonel William 
Faucitt, and the Baron Martin Erneft de Schlieffen, Minifter 
of State, and Lieutenant General of his Moft Serene High- 
nefs the reigning Landgrave of Hefle Caflel, furniftied with 
the full powers of their* refpeaive mafters, have agreed to 

what follows : .. , , . 

• I. The corps of chafleurs, including thole already m 
America, fliall be augmented to 1067 men, inftead of 260 
men, of which it. at prefent confifts ; in the room of two 
companies of which it is now compofed, fix. fliall be formed, 
•five of which fliaU ferve on foot, and one on horfeback,- on 
the footing of holfars. His Majefty fliall caufe them to be 
provided with horfes and forage. His Moft Serene Highnefs 
Ih^li equip them with every thing necefiary befides, for the 
fervice on horfeback. , r /i_ 11 

'-^ a. The pay of the chafleurs, as well foot as horfe, fliall 
be' higher than that which his Majefty allows to the HeflSatl 
infantry, in the fame proportion as it was during the laft war. 
• 3, The faid pay for the new augmentation fliall commence 
from the day of the fignature of this- conycriuon ; but as the 
number of men RipiiUtcdi is not yet entirely coU^fted, th« 

:^ d«fici«ncy 
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deficiency (hall not be paid for but in proportion as the men 
Ihall be enlifted according to the returns, which fhall be made 
with the utmoft exaflncTs, and duly certified. 

4. This augmentation (hall be compofed only of experi- 
enced chaiTeurs, all well-trained markfmen ; and if it is not 
poflible to find the nuniber demanded, of thefe fktlful markf- 
men, his Majefty will content himfelf with a lefs number, 
rather than accept of men not having the dexterity requifite ; 
and although it isimpoflible to fix exa^ly 4he time in which 
this augmentation may be entirely completed, feeing that 
Helfe alone has not fo many of thefe ^chalfeurs by profcflion, 
and that they muft be engaged in the neighbouring countries, 
it is promifed that all that is poflible (hall be done, in order 
td aifemble them in a very Ihort time, and to caufe them to 
march without delay for their deftination. 

5* Every thing thstjiai lately been agreed upon in the treaty 
of the 15th of January in the prefent year, with refped to 
the corps of Hellian troops in general, now in his Maje(ty*s 
fervice, ihail extend to this new augmentation of the corps 
of chafleurs ; the fubfidy (hall be proportionably augmented : 
thirty crowns banco per head, levy-money, (hall be paid for 
the companies of foot, and forty-five crowns banco per head 
fhall be paid for the troop of horfe, as their equipage is a 
great deal more expenfive. 

6. This convention (hall be ratified by the high contract- 
ing parties, and the ratifications thereof (hall be exchanged 
as foon as po(Ii{)!e, * 

In tcftimony whereof, we^ the underfigned, being furni(hed 
with the full powersof his Majefty the King of Great Bri- . 
tain, on the one part, and his Moft' Serene Highnefs the 
reigning Landgrave of HeflTe CalTel, on the other part, have * 
figned the prefent convention, and teive cayicd the feals of 
our arms to be affixed thereto* 

Done at Calfel, this jith of Deceniber, in the year 1776. 
William JF^ucitt. M-a«.tin Ernest de 

' SCHLIEFFBN. 

Eftajblifhrnent of the whole corps of cha(reu]rs, 

STAFF. 
I Colonel. 

I Lieutenant Colonel. 
I Major. 

L 3 I Adjutant 
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I Adjutant, 

I Auditor. 

I Quarter-mafter Majon 

X Surgeop-major. 

a Armourer and his affiftant, 

I Farrier, 

X Afliftant faddler. 

I Waggon-raaftcr 

I Servant for the waggon *vith the military 

cheft. :" 

1 Servant for the waggon wi^h the medicine 

chett. 

2 Provoft and his fervant* 

>3 Total of the ftaff. 

One Troop of Horfc. 

7, Captain and his fervant, , 
4 Lieutenants and their Ccxyzf^ts* 
4 Second Lieutenants and t^eir ierv^nts, 
z SergeanuJ 
51 Quarter-tu^fters. 
10 Corporals, 
I Surgeon. 

3 Trumpeters* 
15a Chafleurs. 

1 Servant for the ammunition earri^g^. 

J 791 Tota^ of X troop of horfe. 

One Company of Foot. 

2 Captaiip 9f)d his fervant. 

2 Lieutenant and his fervant* 

a Second lyieutcnant ^nd his. fery^at, 

2 Sergeants.' 
I FouTier# 

I M^fterofarms* 
10 Corporals* 
X Surgeon. 

3 French horns* ^ 
150 Chaffeurs. 

X Servant for the ammunition cairiage* 

175^ Tptal of one company of foot. 

Carried over 175 
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Bro. over 175 Total of one company of foot* . 

^00 — — — of four others. 

i^g . of one troop of horfc* ' 

13 of the ftaff. ! 

1067 Total of the whole corps of chaflcurs. 

NOTE. 

Of this corps there is now already in Awefka, 
t Captains. 
a Lieutenants. 
4 Second Lieutenant^. 

1 Quarter-maftcr Major. 

24 Non-commilUoncd officers. 

2 Surgeons. 

6 French horns. 
210 Ghafleurs. 
t Servant for tk* waggon wiA the niktary 

ch«ft. 
a Servants for the ammiinitiM airri«gps» 

8 Officers fervamsv 

26a Total of the corps now in Aottrica^ 

Thei:eforc the new aii^mentation confifts of 
I Colonel and Captain. 
t Liettt€iiant«-colonel and Captain^ 
I Major and Captain* 
1 Adjutant, 
t Captain* 
5 Lieutenants*. 

3 Second Lieutenants. > 
I Auditor. 

1 Surgeon Majors .1 
60 Non-commiffionsd oiEcers* 

4 Surgeons. 

3, Trumpeters. ; 

9 French hornrs. 
^90 Chaffeurs* 

2 Armooror and bis aflUtantf 
i Farrier. 
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Bro. over 784 

I Affiftant faddler. 
I Waggon-maften 

1 Servant for the waggon, with the medicine 

cbeft-. ; 

4 ServantsAvith the ammuhitioh carriages. 
1 2 Officers fc|Tant$. . 

2 Provofts and their fervants. 

805 Total of the new augmentation. 
Total 1067 heads. . 

February 7.. 

Lord George Germame prefented to the Houfc the following 
hill: 

Jl bill to empower his Majejly tojecure and detain perf on s charged 

withy orfufpeSied ofy the crime of high treajon committed in 
\ lsfiM*th A%n€x\Q^y cr on highj^qs^ or the crime of piracy. 

€t Whereas a rebellion and war .have been openly and 
traitorbuflyltVied and carried on in certain of his MajeftyV 
colonies and plantations in Asmnric^^ .aoid aiSs of treafon and 
piracy have been committed upon the ihips aiid goods of his 
Majedy's fubjeiSs ; and many per&ns have been feized an^ 
taken, who arc exprefsly charged or ffrongly fufpefled of 
fuch trcafons and felonies, and many more fuch perfons may 
•be hereafter fo feized and taken-: 

** And whereas fuch perfons have been or may be brought 
into this kingdom, and rnto other parts of his Majefty's do- 
minions ; and it may be inconvenient in many fuch cafes to 
proceed forthwith to the trial of fueh criminals, and at tl>c 
fame time of evil example to fuffef th^m to go at large : 

** Be it therefore enaflred by tbe^King's mod excellent Ma- 
jefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Coin mons, in this prefent Parlia- 
mcnt affembled, *and by the^ wthority- of the fatre,^ that all 
and every perfon or perfons, who haVd been or Ihall hereafter 
be feized or taken in the aS of Ifigh 'tre*afon, committed in 
any of the colonies, or on the higtvfeas, or4n the aft of piracy, 
or who ar€ or (hall be charged with* or fufpefted of the 
faid crimes, and who .ave been or ihall be committed for 
the faid crimes, or either of them, or for fufpicion of them, 
or either of them, in any part of his Majefty's dominions, 
to the common gaol, or any other place of confioement fpc- 
jxfrjtlly. appointed for that pui^ofe, by warrant under his Ma- 

jetty's 
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jcfly's (ign maniial, by any magiftrate having competent au- 
thority in that behalf (who is hereby authorized to commit 
fuch perfons to the place To to be appointed) ; all and every 
fuch perfon and perfons (hall and may be thereupon fecured 
and detained in fafe cuftody without bail or mainprise, until 
the and that 

no judge or juflice of peace (hall bail or try any fuch perfon 
or perfons, without order from his Majefty's moft honour-"^ 
able Privy Council, figned by of the faid Privy 

Council, until the (aid any law, (iatute^ 

or ufage, to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

** And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, 
that this a£t (hall continue and.be in force until the faid 

and no longer." 

yohn yohnjlone^ efq. faid, that he thought the power -of 
calling out the militia of the kingdom, without the confent 
of Parliament, and the immenfe armament we have on foot, 
both by land' and fea, fuflScient to anfwer every end of go- 
vernment, in bringing back the Americans to their allegiance, 
without the dangerous, and at this time inexpedient meafure, 
of attacking the grand Palladium of the Britiih conftitution, 
the freedom of men*s perfons ; and he confidered it as the !a(t 
rigorous ftep efFeftually to prevent all poffibility of a recon- 
ciliation between the colonies and the mother-Country. 

The queftion however was put for the fecond reading, and 
the Speaker declared the ayes had it ; but it was replied, the 
noes had it ; when Mr. Dunning arofe, ^nd prevented a*divi«- 
fipn, by moving that a bill of fuch importance (hould bi( 
printed, and the fecond reading put off to the loth ; which 
was agreed to. % 

Adjourned to February the loth. 

February lO. 
A petition* of the governors, bailiffs, and commonalty 
of the company of confervators of the Great Level of the 
Feris, and of the feveral perfons whofe names arc there* 
unto fubfcribed, owners - of free lands within the Mid- 
dle and South Levels, part of the faid Great Level, was 
prefented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, that the 



* Though it is not ufual to infert in this work the petitions of 
private perfons, for enclofing, &c. yet the matter of this petition 
(though partly local) k of fuch a magnitude, at to rtakit it a public 
concern* 

Great 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



isa VARhlA M E N T A RY A- 1777. 

QjiC^i l^ytX Qf Ac Fens, called Bedfprd l^ycl^ is a part 
^ th^X gf^sKt plain ^vbicb extends intOf and i$ bounded by, 
ihe cown^ie^ of Northarop^on^ Norfolk, Suffoll:, Lincoln^ 
Cacnbf idge,.^d HuntingdoiXj^ containing upwards of joo»ooo 
IK:r<;$; and th4t the ra,in gnd fprjng waters that falfo^ and 
|(&ie out of the greateft part 01 the above counties, and ztfh 
bom p^rts of thje counties of Pwckin^atn, Hertfordj^ and , 
Eflfex, together with the dow^nfaU 09 the plain itfelf, having 
tJKir <;ourfe through the fame to the outlails into the fea at 
Lyna and Wifbich, did for ages overflow and drown th^ 
fame, iulbinuch that no tdvajuta^ redounded therefrom to 
iDiinkind, but rii^cr filb,. w^ter fowl^ and reeds v and that 
Francis earl of Bedford, after many fruitlefi attei:npts bj 
others, actuated by principles of public fptrit, did, in the 
fixth ye^^r of kiiig; Charles the Fic(l,i undertake the great and 
pui^liiC wQck. of draining the fame,. a$, appears by a law of 
f^wfrs^nafle at a feffii>n&of feveers Held on the thirteemh day 
$>f Jsmuajry in. that year^ at Kingfs Lynn in Norfolk; ana 
tb^pby the.fajd law, the. earl a^. his adventurers were to 
feccive from, the proprietoirs 95>/oox) acres,^ befng nearly, a. 
third part of the whol^^^fbx dxaining^the fasne, of which; 
9j|,09aacit^, when drained, 55^3^00 acres to be adj^udged %^ 
the earl andrhis. advencuEera, 9fi a conndsration for having 

^drained the whole, and the i:eiidue thereof, beii^g..4^GOp 
aiccos, wejTie to remaiiLas a. fund,, frotn the annuaT profits of 
which the works, for draining were to be. fupposted and BSiaio.^ 
tained ;. and that the faid earl and his adventurers made a 
0K¥d pri^refs ther^n, with expcjo^e of great ^nd vad funais 
of iQpney, and fa fas psciceeded as that the greeted' part of 
the faid 95,000 acres was divided by twenty lots and ihares 
amongd the faid Francis cajdof Bedfocdaiiid hjs. adventurers,! 
and th^cir ailigns, and 40,000 acres, part of the (aid 95,000 
acres, fet out and fpecificaily dlMced for the maintenance and 
prefervft^oo of the. wodtt ;, Md- tdhalb bjf n^fim. of ihoit in«- 
lcrrii|»t)tQa5,i tfoewoeks by therms no^de being, fallea iniokdc- 
mf» fo»thai^ the intended hene&t to^tbe pRbpcibadrheen in a 
great meafure pxeveated, ia. x£i49» WiUianvearlr^BedfoJU^ 

:bi«r fpn^. and thfi adventurers} apj^d to the then^ Pairliameat 
fitting, at Weftminfter,, who, >by'an»a^ of that yeax,. fettin^ 

,iP^^W " that the faid Great hevelf by reafon of frequecit 
overflowing of the rivers Welland, Nene, Grant, Oufe, 
Branfdbn,, Nfildenhall,. and Stoke, have been of fm^ll and 
iiJ9C^rta4nL profit,^ but (if drained) may be improved and 
m^e profitable^ and of gr^t advantage to die common- 

^ . wealth. 
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iwealth, and to the particular owners, commcners, and ia.* 
habitants, and be fit to bear colefeed and rapefeed in great 
abundance, which is of fingular ufe tio ipake foap and oils 
within this nation^ to the adyap^emtrpt of the trade of cloth- 
ing and fpinning of wool, and much of it will be improved 
into good padure for feeding and bfeoding ^f cattle^ and tor 
tillage to be fown with corn and giraUH» wi for benap and 
flax in great quantity, by making ail ior^ of linen cloth and 
cordage for ihipping within thi^ nati^Qy ^hich VTiH ^ncreaXb 
manufa^res, concmerce, ^nd trading, at b<¥Xie aod.ajbuoad^ 
will reljk^e the poor by fetting them qn work, and will 
. many other ways redound to the great advantage and ftrength* 
•ening o\ the nation,'' thereby gave fucb powers to the earl* 
Af Bedford and his participants, af \iieve neceflary for com- 
pleting and continuing the faid; ^ofk Qn the pla^i of tlie 
law of fewers, made at King's; Lyii%. in the fixtb year of 
his late Majefty^ king Charles the Fir^, esKcepting that, hf 
thefaida^, inAead of 40,000 acres being fpeclfically al- 
lotted for the maintenance of the works^ the whole 95^000 
acres were made liable to a tax for the faid piirpofe ; and that 
jErom the time the land in the faid Qreat Level was zdjudgpd 
to the adventurers, the faid 959000 acres, liable to a perpe- 
tual tax for draining, have been called or known bv the name 
pi Adventure Land, and the remainder, being double that 

3 quantity, and not liable to be taxed for the general works of 
raining, called the Free Lands ; and that both the faid Ad* 
venture Lands and Free Lands are equally liable to be over* 
flown, lying intermixed, and nearly on tjhe fame level ; an4 
that, by none of the laws of fewers, or a^a of parliament * 
kerein ftated, hath any t^ or toll been laid on the navigation 
through the faid Great Level, for any dajptiage done to the 
great river banks or other works by horfies haling thereon^ by 
meanswbereof the navigation is in general carried on; and 
that, by an z& pafled in the i5tb year oCking Charles the 
Second, intituled. An ad for fpttling tii^ draining of the 
Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, in^ part ftatifl^ 
the law of fewers made at King's Lynn, in th^ 6th year of 
Charles the Ftrft, as alfo the aA of 1649, and that WiHtatpi 
carl of Bedford, fon and heir of earl Francis, with divers of 
his adventurers and participants, had proceinied in the com* 
pletlng and finiOiingof the faid worl^, butthat the fame 
couUf not be preferv^ without conftant car^ great charge, 
»nd orderly government; it waa (therefore (anaongft other 
^n|s) (»namd, that the fiud WilUani earl oC 9i4(o^, and 

tJ»c 
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the adventurers and participants of the faid earl Francis and 
c^rl William, their heirs and afligns, (hoiild be a body poli- 
tic and corporate in deed and nante, and have fucceflion for 
ever, by the name of the governor, baihifs, ^nd commonal- 
ty of the company of <5onfervators of the Great Leve^ of 
the Fens ; and the governor, bailiffs, and confervators of the 
faid corporation, were thereby empowered to lay taxes on the 
95,000 acres (12,000 acres w^hereof had been deligrcd and 
/intended for his late majefty king Cha: jes the Firft. and had 
been fet forth and allotted by bounds in feveralty ) f6^the fup- 
port, maintenance, and preservation of the faid Gi'^t Level, 
and to levy the fame with penalties for non-payment, and do 
all other things in order to the fupport, maintenance, and 
prefervation of the faid Cireat Level, and works made, 
and to be made, in fuch manner as therein is mentioned ; 
-and the faid governor, bailiffs, and confervators, were 
thereby enabled and empowered to ufe and exercife the 
power and authority of commiffioners of fewers within 
the faid Great Level of the Fens, and of the works made, 
or to be made, withoirt^the faid Great Level, for corf- 
veying the waters of the faid Great Level by convenient oui- 
'falls tothcfea; and fhe faid corporation was thereby elll- 
pawfred, from time to time, to ereft new works, within or 
without the faid Great Level, for conveying the waters 
thereof by convenient outfalls to the fea ; and that, by ano- 
ther a^ made in the 20lh yeaf of the faid king, intituled. 
An a6V for the taxing and alfeffing of the lands of the adven- 
turers within the Great Level of the Fcns> it was enafleB, 
that 83,000 acres, parcel of the faid 95,000 acres, fliduld, 
from time to time, he taxed and aflelftd by a gradual aclfe 
tax of difftrent forts attdA-alues of land ; and to the end th^t 
the faid 83,000 acres^ might be more equally taxed by a grad^il 
acre tax, certain perf(^nS in the faid d<Si named were ap- 
pointed furveyors aiind valuers of the faid 83,000 acres,' antl 
were within a time United by the faid a& to digeft the faid 
83,000 acres, into a number of forts and degrees not urtider 
the number of feveri forts and degrees^ and to rate and-talc 
fuch degrees, and digeft the fame into fchcdules in writing, 
and make returns thereof upon their oiaths into the Fen- 
Office, in fuch manner as by the faid ad was prefcribed; 
and the faid' 12,000 aerfes, rcfidue of the faid 95,000 acr^i, 
were to be rated and taxed by a medium of the tax at whieh 
■the faid 83,000 acres were taxed ; and thatj in purfuahce of 
theifiid aft, the faid 83,000 acres wore. valued and fet owt 
into eleven forts or degrees of land^ to be rated and taxed in 

manner 
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manner following, that is to fay, for a fingle tax four-pence 
per acre on the iird fort of land, eight-pence per acre on the 
fecond fort, and fo increafing four-pence upon every fort, 
the eleventh fort to be taxed at 3s. 8d. per acre, which va- 
luations were returned into the Fen-Office, as by the faidlaft- 
mentioned a6l was direfted, and the faid 83,000 acres have 
always fince been taxed by a gradual acre tax, according to 
the degrees and proportions thereby fet out and allotted, and 
the faid 12,000 acres at a medium of fuch tax; and that, at 
a court of the faid corporation, held the loth day of March 
1697, the faid corporation declared, that the faid Great 
ievcl (hould be diftingui(hed by the feveral names of the 
^orth Level, Middle Level, and South Level", and that all 
that part of the faid 95,000 acres that lies on the north fide 
of Moreton's Leanic, and fouth fide of Welland'b River, 
ihould be accounted that part of the 95J000 acres lying with-- 
in the North Level; and all that part of the faid 95,000 
acres that lies on the north fide of Old Bedford River, 
and the fouth fide of Moreton's Leame, was that part of 
the 95,000 acres belonging to the Middle Level ; and that 
all that part of tlie faid 95,000 acres that lies on the fouth 
fide of Old Bedford River, was that part of the faid 95,000 
acres belonging to the South Level; and that, by an a(% 
pafTed in the twenty-feventhyear of his late majefty King 
George the Second, intituled. An aflfor difcharging the 
corporation of the governor, bailiffs, and commonalty of 
the company of coniervators of the Great Level of the Fens, 
commonly called Bedford Level, from a debt due to the Duke 
of Bedford and Earl of Lincoln; and for enabling the pro- 
prietors of lands in the North Level, part of the faid Great 
Level, to raife money to difcharge the proportion of the 
faid North Level in the debts of the faid corporation, . and 
for afcertaining .and appropriating the taxes to be laid on the 
faid North Level, and for the more effectual draining and 
preferving the faid North Level, and divers lands adjoining 
thereto, in the manor of Crowland; it'was (amongft other' 
tilings) enacted, that the faid North Level, .and the xeve- 
Hues thereof^ (hould be freed and difcharged from all debts 
then owing by the faid corporation (except the fum of iSooK 
for the raifing of which, provifion was.made by the faid a£i); 
and that the faid North Level, or the revenues thereof, fhotild 
not be liable to the, payment of jiny debts which fliouldat^ny 
time thereafter be contrived, or borrowed, by the faid Qor- 
poration, for or on account of the faid Middle and South 
Levels, or either of them ; and that the faid Middle and 

South 
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Smith Levels, or tithct of thefn, or the revenues thereof^ 
IhooM not be liable to the payment of any debt borrow^ed by 
the faid cofporittoti, for or upon account of the faid Nortl^ 
Level ; and that, under the faid ads, and the powers there- 
by given, the governor^ bailiffs, and confervators, have laid 
out great fiittis of money, arifmg from taxes rmpofed otl, 
and raifed by, the OM^ners of adventure lands; and that, in 
the progrefs of fuch taxation, fome of the adventure lands 
have been (b high taxed, in proportion to their values, thslt 
the owners have, at times, abandoned the fame, thinking it 
more for their intercft to give up all property therein, than 
to retain the fame by payment of the taxes ; infomuch that 
nearly one fixth part of the virhole hath been, at different 
times, abandoned, and no taxes paid for the fame, to the 
great lofs of the adventurers} and that, from this caufe, the 
decreafe of. the value of money, the increafe of the value of 
labour, and materials neceflary for carrying on and fupport- 
ing their works, and from other caufes, they have been 
obliged, for the maintenance and fupport of the works of 
draining, beiides the taxes fo expended, to dbntrad a con- 
fiderable debt; and that, frOm the late improvements in agrt<^ 
etdture in the inland counties, and thofe which furround the 
Great Level, the downfall is conveyed to the feveral brooks 
in Ae high lands, which communicate with the rivers ; and 
that, by the great number of new turnpike roads in the faid 
eoutithfs, and the amendments of the highways in general, 
great quantities of water arc conveyed into the rivers, the 

Sfreateft part of which waters before ftagnated where they 
hJif and were partly carried off by the fun and winds, and 
partly fbaked into the earth, but are now conveyed, and have 
their courfe through the Great Level to the fea ; and tjiat the 
comnlerce on the rivers running through the Great Level is 
of late years greatly increafed; and that the burden of 
the barges and lighters navigating through the fame, as . 
tlfo the horfes haling the faid barges and lighters^ are in- 
creafed iti their number and fize; by means whereof, 
the banks on which they hale,' containing upwards of 
Wife hDtfdred miles in length, are trod down, and greatly 
damtiged, for which no compenfation is, or ever hath 
been ttiade for more than a century, to the governor, 
baiKffs/ attd confervators ; and that number of large engines, 
or rrtilf^, have, withih the laft thirty years, been ereflcd for 
thrbWiti^ the waters of the fens into the rivers, which throw- 
ing gt'eact quantities of the moor which comes into the mill 
drains diilblved by the watei", as well as the faid vrater, into 
5 ' ' the 
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the rivers, hath occafioned the beds of the faid rivers to groMT 
up, and hath much decreafed the depth of the fame ; and 
that there have, within thcfe few years, been made two new 
navigations, one from Thrapfton to Northampton, by Widen- 
ihg and deepening the Nene, the 6ther from Bigglefwade 
into the Oufe, through the river Ivcll ; and by means of the 
laid navigations, the floods are greater in quantity, more 
rapid in their progrefs to the Great Level, and raife the wa- 
ters therein to a greater height than was formerly known ; 
and that, from the caufes above flated) and others, the 
-Works already mad^ are now infufKcient for carrying the 
waters through and off the Great Level ; and that the fame * 
is continually liable to be overflowed, and the great river 
banks in general want deepening, repairing, heightening^ 
and (Irengthening, and wifl, from time to time, require great 
fums for the continuing them in a proper ftate to preferve 
the Great Level from being overflowed, as alfo to furnilh 
proper haling ways for the navigators through the faid rivers, 
and other confiderable works are ftill wanting for the pre- 
fervatidn of the fame ; and that the petitioners apprehend, 
that the lofs of the great river banks, and in confequence the 
Ipfs of the whole level, wiH be attended, in a great meafure, 
with the lofs of the navigation through tKe fatne, from the 
ports of King's Lynn and Wifbich, into Horthamptonftire, 
Bedfordfliire, Canf)bridge(hire, Huntiugdonfliire, Norfolk, 
and Suffolk, infomuch that the expeofe of carrying ort thv 
fame, after fuch melancholy event (hall have hamened, viH, 
froosi the hazard and difficulty thereof, raife the price of 
goods and merchandife carried into the inland counties to a: 
much greater height than any toll that may be now laid for 
the prefer vation of the fame can do, and ajfo be attendect 
with a total lofs of all their great and important national 
ob^e£ts, particularized in the preamble above fet forth to tlie 
adt af 1649, many of which are the great fourccs of com- 
merce to thofe who at prefent carry on the faid navigation ; 
for that, when the faid bahks are deflroyed, all the haling; 
ways will be loft, and the water flowing at large over th^ 
Vrhole Levels will caufe thp beds of the rivers, for want of ^ 
proper fcower, in a great mcafure to grow up ; and-, not be- 
ing^ reflrained, tafce from the ports of Lynn and Wifl)iclr 
that back water, by the reftraint of which within it^ banks, 
and ihe^ velocity thereby given it, thefe feveral harbours arr 
kept open and preferved to the degree they at prefent are; 
aijid that, if all the Works of the faid Great Level flionld be 
'■ iijfiered 
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fuifered to go to a total decay, four times the. fum which 
will now preferve it, w ill fcarcely be fuflBcient to recover the 
fame ; and that the petitioners, having exerted every means 
in their power for the prefervation of the faid level, and 
finding it impoflible to proceed therein, did publicly adver- 
tife a meeting of the country at Ely, to take into confidera- 
tion the didrefled Aate of the faid Levels, arifing from the 
caufes and fa£ls herein by the petitioners ftated ; aiid that^ 
in confequence thereof, a meeting was held at the Shire- 
Hall, in Ely, the 3d day of November 1774; and feveral 
fubfeqnent meetings have been fince had, purfuant to public 
advertifements, as well at the Fen-OfBce in the Inner Tem- 
ple, London, as at the Shire-Hall in Ely aforefaid, for that 
purpofe \ and it hath, at fuch meetings, been decm^ expe- 
dient and necelfary tliat application Ihould be made to Par- 
liament, for impofmg a temporary tax, to be continued for 
feven years, on the free lands within the faid Middle and 
South Levels; and alfo for a further tax^ for the like time, 
on fuch parts of the faid 95,000 acres of adventurers lands as 
lie within the faid Middle and South Levels; and likewife 
for impofmg and colleding tolls, or tonnage, on goods 
which (hall be navigated in the faid Levels, in order, by 
thofe means, to.raife neceflary additional funds, as well for 
preferving and improving the drainage, as the navigations of 
the faid Levels ; and therefore praying, that leave may be 
given to bring in a bill, for preferving the drainage of the 
Middle and South Levels, and the feveral navigations through 
the fame; and for impofing taxes on the lands within the 
faid Levels, and laying tolls on goods conveyed by the faid - 
navigations, in order to raife further neceflary funds for that 
purpofe*" 

Order of the day; the fecond reading of the bill to erii- 
power his Majefty to fecure and detain perfons charged with, 
or fufpecfled of, the crime of high treafon, committed in 
Atn^rica, or on the high feas, or the crime of piracy. 
. yoiti Jehnjione^ efq. faid, this meafure would increafe the 
anitnofity between the two countries of Great BHtain and 
An^rica,. .The confinements, commitments, maflacres, and 
thewbgleitfainof confequences which would arife from fuch 
a fyftem of puniihment, revenge, and retaliation, probably 
onboth Qdes of the Atlantic, he faid, filled his mind with 
horror and anxiety: add to this, the total; fufpenfion of all 
the great funftiohs of the conftitution, feemingly /ro Umpore^ 
and. for j^articular purfofes; but which, by thie fannie influi; 
..../" ' • >• - ^ ' ehcci 
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ence^ might be extended to any duration, and dtredcd to 
any purpofe, gave a complexion to the whole, of the moft 
dark, defpotic^ arbitrary, cruel, and diabolical colour. By 
the prefent bill, no man, he contended, would be exempt, 
however innocent, peaceable, dutiful, and loyal, from being 
(acriiiced at the (hrine of the bloody minifterial mandate ; 
-whether in America or Britain, it was all the fame ;. whether 
guilty, or not guilty, he lay not onlv at the mercy of his 

Erivate enemies, but of every tool in office, from thc^ 
igheft to the loweft. The wide circuit of the human mind 
was not more various and extenfive than man's fufpicrons, 
nor more numerous than the motives which provoke himto 
public oppreffion and private ill. Bad, however, as the. bill 
was, and big with mifchief, he would reft contented in fome 
meafiire, if minifters would pledge themfelves for the dge 
performance ef what the title and preamble of the bill feemed 
obvioufly to import. 

Mr. Dunning faid, he would not take up the time of the 
Houfe in debating the bill upon legal grounds ; for where 
there was no reafon or juftice, there could be no law. Law 
fuppofes a rule, which, while it prefcribes a mode of condu6l^ 
refpeding either the public or individuals, defines the oflFence, 
annexes the punilhment, and, befides, fpecially provides and 
direfis all the intermediate fteps between the charge and con^ * 
viflion, but more particularly the meafure and quantity of 
the punifliment. What does this bill fay ? No crime is im- 
{>utable, np examination of innocence or criminality is to 
follow.* The punifliment is inflided^ in the iirft inftance, 
on the ground of mere fufpicion. A mad may be fufjpe<^led ; 
any man may be fufpeded ; but his guilt or innocence is 
entirely out of the queftion.; no inquiry vyhatever is to be 
made into either, as long as the prefent bill continues in 
force. 

He confeiTef^ there were times, in which it had been found 
extremely neceflary to fufpend the habeas c$rpU5 %8t ; fuch, 
in particular, were the two late moft unnatural and unpro- 
voked rebellions in Scotland : but then there was a neceflity 
.ftated. That neceflity was not denied ; it was, indeed, no- 
torious : but would any man fay, that was the cafe at pre« 
fent ? Is there a rebellion within the kingdom ? Is there a Pre- 
tenderclaiming the crown as his legal and conftitutional in- 
heritance ; and that at the expenfe of both our civil and re- 
ligious right&i— the very eflence^ as well as the form of our 
conftitution ? No fuch thing : the idea is ridiculous* Are 
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vrCf on th^ other hand^ afrattd that the people of Amtricar 
«rill pafs the Atlantic on a bridge, and come over and con^ 
quer us f «tkl that their partifans lie in ambulh about Brent* 
fotfi or Colobrook ? That, it taay be prefumed, will be hard-* 
ly contended, even in the prefent rage for aflertion without 
proof, and conclufion without argument. No j this bill, 1 

{ilainly perceive, has been manufaAured for other purpofes* 
t can be ftretched, and twined, and twifted, by the inge« 
nuity of my worthy and learned friend over the way (Mr* 
Attorney General^^ or by fome of his brethren, equally in- 
#emo()s, to ^£t and reach men who never faw America, or, 
peradventure, the high feas, as ftrongly, at lead -as effica* 
cioufly, for the mere temporary purpofes of perfccution and 
revenge, as if they had been caught in arms — m open re- 
bellion. If even minifters had contented themfelves with this 
firft ebullition of their fiery, irrefiAible zeal for perfecution, 
the public might look on, with a mixture of contempt* apd 
aftonilhment, at the infolence and folly of the attempt ; bujt 
when they go a ftep farther, and venture to couple it with a 
^ower untried hitherto in the annals of this country, a power, 
including in it the moft bloody fpecies of profcription, I confefs 
I b^in to feel fentiments of a very different nature*" What 
does the claufe fay i After empowering the appreben.fion, on 
the nlcrc grotinds of fufpicion, and dircfting the commit- 
ment to any common gaol^ within his Majefty's do^iinions, 
are not we next told, or to any other place of confinement, 
fpecially appointed for that purpofe, by warrant under his 
Majefty's fign manual, by any magifttate; haying competent 
authority in that behalf? (who is hereby authorized to coni- 
snit fuchperfons to the place fo lobe appointed.) Is not this 
evidently a power, not only to punifh the innocent, but to 
inflift fuch pains upon them as an honeft mind muft revoltat, 
and contemplate with iiorrpr ? The magiflrate Qiay take up 
and cotnmit, on fufpicion^ to the common gaol, and by the 
fign manual, to any other place efpecially appointed ; and is 
further aitthorised to commit according to fuch fpecial ap^ 
pointment. What is this 6ut -to authorize the mode, mea- 
fiite, and place of confinement, at the pleafure of the mini- 
fter, which, befides, manifeflly includes m it the poiyer of 
temporary hanifhment, as well as confinement, to any pa;t, 
or to the moft remote, unhealthy, and peftiferous climate, 
within the wide circuit of Ws Majefty-s dominions, in the 
four quarters rtf the globe ? If this be the intention of my 
honouratlte and learned friend ,over the way, and his no lejfs 

honour- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A* 177^ D E Bi A T E S. 167 

lK)noQrabIe eaipIo]r«rs, in God's name, let him fpeak out ^ 
let us know, let the public know, what they are \o expcdi^ 
X/et him and his friends no longer amufe us with a formal 
circumftantial ftory of America and the high feas, or of the 
crime of piracy ; fuch tales may be amufmg to fome people, 
Iknd.they may anfwer certain purj^fes out of doors, and ia 
fbme particular places : but to talk of them feriouily within 
Ihefe walls, will not, I believe, be attempted. The power 
rndeatVQured to be vefted in the crown by this bill, is mod 
fyMently. a didatorial power, or fimilar to that exercifed by 
the Roman didators. We all know the moti vesior granting 
(iich a power. It will hardly be contended^ that any fucn 
inotives exift at prefent. We all know the frequent abuic 
of it»90d the horrid purposes towards the latter period of the ' 
CQmnopawealth, to which it was employed ; and I jprefume 
ib/sre n npt a fchoolboy of three years (landing, who i^ ig- 
imr^nl that that mighty republic was overthrown by a di£lar 
IQr. Such will always be the cafe, when powers are grante4 
fhrough ignorance, wantonnefs, and defign. If the prefent 
bill wa$ to hatve no other evil tWeSt than eftablifliing a prece* 
dent for future minifters to come to Parliament on the fame 
cmBd, I fhould be 9gainft it : but when I behold it in the 
light I do^ I muft deem it a moft formidable, dangerous, and, 
} ffsar, Catal attack upon the liberty of this country. It feems 
lUfe&ed at its very vitals, and, in my opinion, threatens it$ 
total 4eftruj&ion, if not a diflToIution of the conflitution» 
Selbre I conclude, | mull obferve, if any thing were want* 
{ng to fhew the true complexion of this bill, th|e words higlf 
Jeas afid piracy will fully-explain it ; thefe wiprds apply to the 
lis^s contiguous to Gr«at Britain and Ireland. It is, indeed|. 
piainly perceivable, whatever the title of the bill ma^ be, It 
IftQQt an American; fo much as it is a Britiih fufpenfion 
of the habeas corpus ad. It may overtake any man, any 
fv^ere. It authorizes a difcretionary punifl>mem^ without ^ 
' cotcttc qS legal proof, or even a probable ground ojf fufpicion. 
I| n^aiies no diftinAion between the dreams of a fick man, the 
favings of a cbniontac, and the malice of ^ Ctcvet or declared 
cD^tetpy . Np man is exempt from puniftment, becau fe inpoi- 
cer^c^ is no longer a protefiion. It will generate fpies, in- 
fy^xm^xs, and falfe accufers beyond number ; and furnilh tliQ 
m^zti9 of gratification, emolument, and fatiety, to the moflf 
profUg^e of tbe ijpecies ; while it will let loofe with iiQpur 
l?ity, the )>Iackeft and moft horrid vices which difgrace th«f 
Iiuman mind; In fine, it will rjealize what has hitherto been 
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looked upon to be the creature of poetic fiAion ; it will fcat^ 
ter oyer the land more ill$ and curfes than were ever fuppofed 
to flow from .Pandora's box. Juftice will be bounds as well 
as blind ; and it will be in the power of every revengeful mi- 
hiiler, or mercenary villain^ to fatiate his revenge, or fill his 
pockets, at the expenfe of the beft, and moft virtuous, men 
m the commonwealth. 

The Attorney General (Mr. Thurlow) (aid, nothing tnore 
was meant by the bill, than to apprehend, commit, and con- ^ 
fine perfons afiually charged, or fufpe£ted of committing, 
the crime of high treafon in America, or oh the high feas, or 
for piracy. It was abfurd and jprepofterous to the laft de-> 
gree, he faid, to fuppofe it Was framed intentionally to reach 
or overtake perfons prefumed to be dtfaffedied to 4his govern- 
ment| within this realm. He wds certain the kingdom con- 
tained no fuch defcriptidn of men. Treafon and rebellion 
were properly and peculiarly the native growth of America. 
If government feared any fuch difpofltion in the people of 
this country, their application would have been fair, open, 
anddireft: they. would have come to Parliament, and de- 
fired an immediate fufpenfion of the haieas corpus aft, in fo 
many words ; they would have accompanied fuch a requeft 
with their motives, and have flated the grounds of neceflity. 
But the prefent bill was framed totally on another plan : it 
Was meant to prevent mifchief, not with a view to rigoroua 
punifliments, much lefs to perfecutions. No innocent man 
had any thing to fear, the guilty man had every thihg ; and 
whatever harlh epithets gentlemen, who difapproved of the 
bill, might think proper to beftow on it, he (hould, for his. 
part, always think, that that was the mildeft, wifeft and 
mofl letiient government, which dire£ted its attention to 
devife modes of prevention, inftead'of endeavouring to deter 
by rigorous and fanguinary puniihments. 

He obferved, that his honourable and learned friend ovef 
the way (Mr. Dunning) founded his pritne objedion on a 
fuppofition that the bill might be conftrued to extend to per- 
fons who had committed crimes within the realm. This was 
an obje&ion, he folemnly believed, of the firft impreffion. Be 
that a^ it might, this was not tbe pfoper ftage of the bill to 
debate fliat aueftion ; fuppofing tha% the bill were to operate 
precifefy as nis fearned friend had dated it, he could not fee 
even a cofotkrable pretext for finding fau}t with it. ImagiD-^ 
ing the King's death, his juftice's, his treafurer's, &c. was 
high treafon ; fo was levying war within the realm, or ap* 
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pearing in arms i^nftthe fovereign, or adhering to» or 
porrefponding with his enemies : now, if h (hould appear^ 
or be difcovered, that any perfon in this country had aifided 
the rebels with arms, or warlike ftores of any kind, or tha; 
f hey had been aflifled by his fubjefts, in any part of his do- 
minions, with mpney, or implements of war, &c. he could 
jiot pretend to fay, how far fuch an aflin^nce, or adherencci 
UPLight be conftrued tp come within the defcription of high 
treafoo, as laid down by the 25th of Edward the Third. He 
again repjBated, that the comoiittee was the proper place to 
pome to the explanations fo earneftly prefTed by his learned 
friend; hp Ibould, therefore, be for the fecond reading of 
the bill, and truft for ihie perfeil formaticn of the biU to 
ibat ftage* 

Mr. Fox faid, that the prefent bill ferved as a kind pf key, 
or index, to the defign that minifters had been fome years 
inanifeilly forming, the objedts of which they rendered vin 
iible from time to time, as opportunity ferved, as circnm-* 
ftances proved favourable, or as prote6lion increafed, and 
power (Irengthened. It refembled, he faid, the firft fcene in 
the fifth a£l, when fome important tranfadion, or circum-^ 
llance^ aiFe£lingthe chief perfonages in the drama, comes to 
he revealed, and points directly to the denouement. This 
plan had been long vifible, and, however covertly hid, or art- 
fully ' held back out of light, was uniformly adopted, and 
Readily purfued : it was nothing lefs than robbing America 
of her franchifes, as a previous ftep to the introdudion of the. 
^mefyftem of government into this country; and, in fine, . 
of fpreading arbiti:ary dominion over all the territories be* 
longing to the Britiih crown* He contended, that nothing 
hut the moft inevitable neceflity could juflify the prefent 
meafure ; fuch a concurrence of circumstances, as happened 
9t the Revolution, when the people of England were com- 
pelled to embrace the alternative of fubmitiing pailively to 
the. will pf a bafe, perjured tyrant, or of trufting to the 
dangerous e^pepoient of appointing a dif^ator to prefide 
over them, in the perfon of ^he prince of Orange, till a new. 
conftitutipnal efltablifbn^^nt .cpi^l4 ^ formed, and legally re* 
cogpifed. 

This perilous ftate pf things was but of (hoft duration ; 
it was running, to be fure, a great riik ; but then, it was tp 
prcferve the liberty of this country from eterqal deftruQion, 
-^He dwelt a confidcrable time on the invaluable adyan- 
fjlgcs 4erived from the babeai.€orpus afl^ whict^he called the 
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great Pilladium of the libertleis of the fabjefi ; exprdfeig Hik 
the fame rime, his aftontflithent, ia the boldeft and moft.ahi* 
ihated terms, at the mfolence and temerity of miniftew,: who 
could thus dare to fhatch it from the people, hy a mandate 
tnanufaflured by thcmfclves, though fandioned by the figti 
inanual : and not only attempt to deprive theobjedof theit 
envy, rcfentmcnt, or fears, of his liberty, but fend him out 
6f Great Britain, to the moft diftj^nt and reniote patt of the 
Britifh dominions, — Says he, who knows btit the mmiSers, 
In the fulnefs of their malice, may take ft into their h^ads^ 
that I have fcrved on Long Ifland, under General Wafting* 
ion ? What would it avail me, in fuch an event, to plead an 
kilibi: to aflure my old friends, that I was, durihg the whole 
of the autumn American campaign, in England; that t wa^ 
iievcr in America, nor on any other fca but between Dover 
and Calais ; and that all my afts of piracy were commirtecl 
on the mute creation ? All this may be very true, fays i 
tninifier, or a minifter's underftrapper ; you are for the pre- 
lent fufpeded, that is fufficient. I know yOtt are fond of 
Scotland ; this is not the time for proofs ; you may bfe and 
t^ery probably are innocent, What of that ? this bill cares not 4 
fig whether you are guilty or innocent. I will fend you^ 
under this fign manual, to ftudy the Erfe langiia^ in the ifl6 
of Bute; and as foon as the opersrtioh of the bill is (jpent^ 
you will be at liberty to return whither you ple^fe ; ana 
then you may, if you like, call on your accufers, \o prove 
their charges of treafon in America, on the high feas, andfolr 
piracy ; but they will laugh in your face, and tell you they 
never charged you, they only fufpefted you ; and the hSt o^ 
Parliament will ferve as a complete plea in bar ; it wiH anfwe^ 
a double end ; .it will be at once your rcdrefs and onr jiiftffi- 
cation. — O, but fays the learned gentleman, it is hot poffl«« 
ble to tell how far conftruftive treafon may extend ; or whc^ 
ther it may not reach fuch as have aided and abetted the 
American rebels, by fending them arms and amtnutiitioh, bjf 
correfponding with them, &c. It is, it feetns. lucky for nfe; 
that I have no connexion in America ; if I had, thotigM 
they coujd not fo decently fufpcft me of being on l^g 
Ifland in Augiift laft, when Wiey knew the contrary, they 
might fay, t>iat I held a treafonable or 1 piratical corrcfpond- 
ence with them/ Suppofe for iriftance, an old fchoolfcllow, or 
intima'te companion, I fhould moft probably have kept up i 
correfpondence ; and When writing to.hitn; would havctoW 
him, " that Whigs, and thofe that were friendfcs to tfcj 
3 ' . . ' Revolution^ 
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Revolution^ wort adw Ipofcad upon tfe iadiovs peribns, toft 
thefeactt the thnes that Isrge ftndes are taken, not only to 
deflroy the liberties of Americai but of thri covntry lik^ 
wife."" WaM not fscb a paragraph as this fmttlQi a good . 
jgropnd for fofpicion? fiat weaknefs, crueky^ fufpicmrry 
ted cyedulity, are ilmoft always iafepaiabk, at Uail tliey are 
often found in tlK^ fame company. Miniflers ai!e<:red0lov8 
an the extreme, bcieaafe they are fearful ; and they art fes^r<* 
f ul Cresri a confcioufaefs of their crioies* Sufpicions^ how<- 
ever ill founded upon tales ftoiirever iniprt>bable« are received 
by than as fa£is not to be controverted ; if itnefs the iirfbnsik 
^ion of Kichardfon agamft Sayre, fonne tictie Hnoe ; and 
the recent affair of Joba die Painter^ relsAive to ibe iikipr€h> 
bable ftory of his £etfeii^ fini |o the sope^houfe at Portf- . 
Inoiidi. I am not farprifed at any thing* The tot^e of the 
.Qiinifter is become 6na, loud^ and decifir^. He has alrcady^ 
^uced BS, in this Honfe, that he has nearly fubdited Amo^ 
lica ; and by what we are able to coUeA from this bill, we 
inay prefune he means to texlend bis Gonqueds nearer 
^ome^ 

Lord Nortb. I am eKtremety ferry to have tfbe misfor- 
tune to be mifquoiedy or gtofsly mifunderftodd^ by the ho- 
^omrabie gentleman over the way* I never faid that I had 
liearly fubdued America, or that Anoterica was nearly fubda^ 
fA. What I faidi and what I again repeat, was, that, under 
Ood, bis Majefty's arqvs Jiad met with matiy fignal fucceiTes, 
find that I thought we were in a fair way of fubduing Ame- 
rica, not that we had nearly fubdued it. The honourable 
gentkniasi who fpoke laft, and the learned gentlemai^ who 
^Kike early in the debate^ feem to lay great ftr^fs on the im* 
pyoper power vefted il^ the magiftrate refpe6ltngthe commit- 
^stiit under the figa manual. Fc>r niy part, I fe^ no new power 
Vefted in the magiArate ; the warrant under jthe £gn manual . 
irillbe his afithority: that warrant will be legalized by the 
prefent bill i fo that I think the lAagiArate will fiaod jpre- 
cifcly as hf did before. He could before commit to th? 
. frommon gaol ; now he is obliged to pommrt, minifterially, 
^to the place fpecially appointed for the reception of fuch of- 
fenders : fo that, if any alteration be made in the power of 
pommhmem, as reiiding in the tQagiilfate, it is by abridging, 
^ot by extending it,. Before the paffing thpfd^ he could com- 
4nit to any prifoa; now he is bound fpeiffifipally^ to obey the 
jfevms oiF the warrant. Before he could admit perfons, charg- 
^ on fufpicio^ of treafiut, to bail \ noW| af iUier j«>dge, o<^r 
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'my inferior inagtftrate, caa, witliout order from his Mijefty!s 
snoft honourable privy council^ admit any fMrfon to bail (m^ 
charged or fufpeded* 

The honourable gentleman charges his Majefty's fervants 
witli blind, ilUfounded credulity, relative to the af&ir qi* 
Richardfon and Sayre. For my part, I beg leave to think 
very differently on the fubje£t. I (hould deem the fecretary 
offtate, who committed Sayre, extremely negleflful, if not 
criminal in his condudl, had he not attended to Richardfon's 
information, and proceeded in the affair as he did. Gentle* 
ncien will, when they find a convenience in it, argue and dc^ 
cide on fads from events, and the do£lrine c^ probabilities ; 
)>ut I will venture to contend, that many plots, which have 
come to maturity, and have been produdive of th,e greateft 
and moft fatal mifchiefs, have been laid Open in their infan^ 
cy, and fuch early difcoveries treated as matters unworthy of 
credit or attention* It is likewife certain, that confpiracieSy 
equally important and confequential in their nature, have 
been defeated in their early fiages, upon a difcovtiry of cir«- 
cnimftances and details much more trifling than thofe refpe^r 
ing the information of Richardfon, or theTufpicibds condu6): 
of John the Painter ; for though the latter was apprehended 
for a burglary, I am dill inclined to believe;, that, whatever 
his motives may have been, his.eondu& has fully juftified 
the Aeps that have been taken towards a thorough difcovery 
of this very myfterious affair. The oppofers 6f thjs biU 
feem extremely defirous to learn its .intended duration. I 
inean to fill up the blank by the words the thirty^-firft day of 
December next, or to the firft day of the next feflion of Par- 
liament, which will anfwer precifely the fame end ; for iii all 
probability the Parliament will meet before Chriftmas; and 
if it (hould not be found neceffary to continue it, the law" 
frill confequently ceafe. 

Colonel JS^rr/ called upon admlniftration to defend the 
principle of the bill in thgt ftage, and not fend it to a com* 
mittee by the mere power of numbers, unfupported byrca- 
fon, juftice, or policy. He faid this bill would fully and conr^ 
pletely accomplifti what the other hafty, ilKadvifed, intem^- 
perate meafures had begun, and in part effected. . He was 
certain, violent, unrelenting, and implacable as they were,, 
the prefent meafure w^s the worft of all, and would be pro- 
du£live of maffacre and retaliation, if not of more alarming 
confeqnences nearer home. America^ he contended, muft 
be refflaimed, not conquered or fubdued« Conciliation or 
:.■■'.'■ conceflioa 
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^onceffion are the only fare means of either gaining or re- 
gaining America. The conqueft of that Country is doubtful ; 
though it were fal^diied, the holding of it without the aflPcc- 
tion and good- will of the natives,^ would beimpofllible. To 
ipiake America valuable* and to enfure its poireflion, was 
therefore. In the Colonel's opinion, only to be eiFeded by the 
inoft lenient and tender meafures. 

Governor ^S^^i^^^^faid, he would repeat what he told admir 
niftration athoulaqd times before; that America was not to 
be reclaimed by the hafih decrees ^hich originated within 
tbofe walls ; nor yet by the mere power of Great Britain. 
He faid, the admiral' and general fent to America were 
Ukely to effeft niore by their perfonal charafters, and amiable 
manners, than a tboufand bloody edids iflued by that Houfe; 
Xhe Americans, he faid, 'had the fpirit of Britons. They 
niight be led, but he wa$fatisfied they would never fubmit to 
be drove. The Governor then commented on the polite and 
gentleman-like behaviour of General Howe, adverted to his 
sneflages and letters to General Wafliingion, and to many 
other circumftances, which reflefted the highcft honour, he 
laid, on Mr/Howe's condud, both as s^ foldier and a gen- 
tleman. He then turned to the bill, apd foretold, that it 
would !:« pr<{db£tive of one or both of thefeconfequences; it 
would raise a difcontent, jealoufy, and diilike of government 
at home, thoiigl|. none of the powers delegated by the bill 
were ever meaot {o ^ exercifed, or carried into execution $ 
br it would widen tht^ breach fo much between Great Britain 
atid her colonieS| that it would be utterly impo0ible ever 
iigain to clofe it. The bill was unnecefTary, if it was not 
framed for latent purpofes, which, while it was dependinje^ 
it would not be prudent to avow, left it fl\ould prove fatal to 
it; for if thp bill meant, what oftenfibly it imported, an 
ipiprehenfion, con^mitment, and confinement, for offences 
committed, or fufpe^ed to have been committed, in America, 
it was to all Intents and purpofes nugaiory and abfurd ; be* 
caufe the ftatute of treafons, as explained by the learned mem- 
ber ovci" the way [Mr. Attorney General], would ianfwer 
every thing promtuid or propofed by the prefent bilh Jf fo, 
'ipfhy then pals a bill, which empowers the minifler, or admi- 
niftratioh, to lay every perfon in -the kingdom by the heels, 
when they may think proper i. 
"^ The queftion was put ; 19c for the bill, and 43 againit it, 
' Prdered to be committed on tpe 1 3th. 

. \- -^^ "^ ', ' ■ v. ' ' " Ffbruarj 
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No ^bate* 



No debate. 

Lord $arrifigtcn prefeMtd tte foU^ing papers : 

An account of the diftribution of 976,600!. part of thfe fort) of 
i,(SC«6,6ppl. granted to his Majefty, to defray ^y extraordinary 
cx^nfes, incurred, or'fo he inctirted,'onjiccotim of tnilhary fer^ 
victfs for the yea^ 175^6. 
Dates of 
fTarranfi. 

feb.ig. To Thoiftas Harley aiid 
17 76^ Hen.PrumrtiondjEfqrs, 
tobeby them appliedahd 
inveftedinthepnrchafihg 
of Spanlfh and Portugal 
corns, for this ufe and 
fchrice of his Majeft^'s 
forces in North Antipfic^ 
Dftto fot ditto 



£, i.d. £. Jt, J, 



Mar.ti 
*5 



April a6 

Junc,7« 
. «7 



July 17. 
Aug. 17, 
Sept. 55. 
Nov. 18. 



tiitio for ditto 
Ditto for dhto 
Ditto fot ditto 
t8. Ditto for ditto 
27. Ditto for ditto 
' Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto ftJT ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
DlftoiHtdhto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto fof ditto 
Ditta for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
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May II. To Meflrs.William Tames,* 
Abel Smith, William 
Rtynes, and Richar4 
Aikinfon, Efqrs,for pro* 



imi$ it 4 
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Dates 9f 



i>c;«iVTf:8. 



Brougtit oyvr 
vifions delivered intb his 
Majefty's^oresatCerkl;^ 
for the ufy of the fmo9$ 
. ferviiig hi ^ctnetm * 

Pino for ditt(9 

l>pi fofdoc 

pp. for do. 

Po. for do*. 
Nov. 21. Do, for do. 



1776, 
Aug. I. 

5cpt. 25. 



M^y 15. To John Heiiniker^ Edr 
ward Wheeler, W iUiam 
Devaynes/ and George 
Wombwell, Efqrs* for 
provifions delivered iato 
fits Majefty's ftores al 
iCorke, for the ufe of the 
troojis fervji^ tmdbrGe* 
iieralSirWUlisBA Hpw^ 
in America '' 
Po. for dqi. 

June 28. po. for do. 
uly I iv Do. ifor do. 
Aug. I. Do. fordo. 
$ept;^6. Do. for dp. 
pfi. l6f Do. in part of a wamm 
for 146961* 3$. id. for 
ditto fervitre 

Barringt4n. . 



7W3 »« S 



I4S94 6 19 
26871 4 4 
3^41 a 8 4 

^i6p5 xa « 

21905 12 ^ 

■ m i .-I I.... .. 






K6424 3 ?$ 



^3719 la 9 
3054 o 6 

15226 10 5 
70I9 17 >^ 

39489 a 10 

24140 it 5 



951 16 ti 

>■ '■ ' ^"" 936bi 17 9 



^7oteio o & 

An account of extraordinary fervie^s iiieurtvA and paid by the Jkight 
Hon. Richard Rigby, paymafter^gtneral of his M^jcffty's forces, 
between the 3ift.of January 1776^ a«Kl %ht ift of F^ruary 17771 
and not provided for by Parliswl^Mi. 

Patis of 

J^arranis^ 

jfan. 16. To Thomas Harley and[ 
f77%f iicn^Pni mn ft o nd ^ Bfqrs^ 

lobelqrthcmaffpliedaD4 

invefted 
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iy& PARLIAMENTARY Ktm^ 

Data of 

Warrants. * £. s. d. £. s. 0U 

invefied in the purchafipg 

of Spanilh and Portugal > 

coins for the ufe and fer- 

viceofhisMajefty's forces 

in North America aoooo o o 

Jan. 29* Do* for do. 30000 o 

ok. 16. To John Henniker, Ed- 
ward Wheeler, William 

Devaynes, and George 

Womb well, Efqrs. in 

full of a warrant for 

146831. 3s. id. for pror 

vidons delivered into his 

Majedy's ftore-houfes at 

Corke, for the ufe of the '3 

troops ferving under Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, I 

in America Z3734 ^ ^ 

Do. fordo* 357^ ^7 t ^ 

Nov. 21. Do. for do. 177^17 S 

May 15. To John Amyand, Efq. for 

provifions delivered into « 1 

his Majefty's ftore-hdufes 

at Corke, for the ufe of . \ 

the forces ferving under 

Gen. Sir William Hqw9» w 1 

in America 315 1 15 ^ 

July II. Do. fordo. 4233 10 7 

Aug% i« Do. fordo. 8464 17 III 

Sep^ 25. Do. for do. 10650 4 ix ^ ^ i 

Nov. 12. Do. fordo. 2686 5 $ \ 

June 26. To John Durand, Efq. for i 

provifions delivered into '• | 

his Majefty's ftore-houfes 

at Corke, for the ufe of 

the forces ferving under 

Gen. Sir William Howe, 

in America 3537 6 3 

July II. Do. fordo. 3094 5 7^ 
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nf 



Dates of 

ff^arranis. Brought over 

July i|. Do* for do. ^ 

1776. 
Aug. I. Do. for do. 
Sept* 25. Do. for do. 
Nov. 21* Do. for do. 
June a8. To Robert Maync, Efq.. for 
provifions delivered into 
his Majefty's ftores . at 
Corke, for the ufe of the 
forces ferving under Ge* 
neral Sir William Howe^ 
in America 
July II. Do. fordo. 
Aug. I. Do. fordo. 
I>o. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
Sept. 25. Do. for do. 
Do. for do» 
Do. for do. 
Do. for do. 
June 28. To Anthony Bacon, Efq. 
for provifions deliver^ 
into his Majefty's ftore« 
houfes at Corke, for the 
ufe of the forces ferving 
in America, under Gene« 
ral Sir William Howe 
Do. for do. 
July II. Do. fordo. 
Do* for do, 
Sept. 25. Do. for do. 
Nov. 21. Do. fordo. 
Apr. a6. To Arnold Nefbit, Adam 
Drummond, and Mofes 
Franks, Efqrs. for provi* 
fionsexported from Corke 
to America, for the ufe 
of the troops ferving there 
under General Sir Wil- 
• Kam Howe 



£. s. d. £. t. d. 

S5499 7 «i S<>ooo o o 

^74 4 4 

3656 4 6§ 

I 1396 8 t 

5679 2 9 
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IfatiS of 4^. i. A £. s. JL 

April a6. Do. far do. 1 6807 1^ 1 

i776» Do. fordo. 73x51 7 t 

May I5» Do» for dQ» 11542 11 9 

Do. fof do, 5026 14 |[i 

Do.fordcN 37^2 i| $ 

Do. fordo. 3PQ7 llf ' 

June 260 Do. for do. delivered i^tfk 

his Majefty's ftofes s|| 

Corke^fortbeufec^dittp 940$ 14 # 
July IX. Do. fordo. 47P^ 9 8 

Sept. 25. Do. for do. i|79i 10 if 

. Do.fof dq^ 20087 I 5 

Nov. I. Do. fofdp^ 121 13 S f 

Feb. 6. To Arnold N«fcit, Adam 

Dru^impndy »d Mofes 

Fran^s^Efiv^ fof viduaU 

Itng his Msjjefiy's forces 

in th^ {^QviniCiB of MafTa-^ 

chufett> Bi^yi, between 

25 AugQfk iij^f and 24 

October following 3985 la if 

42. Do. ^r vi^i^ling the 

forces and other porfiin; 

within the garrilqi^ of c / 

Qjiebec and Montr^ b^« 

tween the 25ljune *iJ75, 

and 24 0dober fQUa>v«r 

*ng m86 i5 S 

Mar. 14^ Ditto 4ot vi^n^Iing tbfi ^ 

fonpes w|thijti t|ie province 

of Maffacbufett's Bay, 

between 25 04(ober^ and 
' 24 Pecembcr 1775 7069 iz fi 

Dec. 6. Do. for proviiloas (klivered 

from the magazines U 

Montreal, between 14 

0&obeF> and 10 Hof 

vember 1775 S04 4 ^ 

Jan. i6. Do. for viauaUing t^a 

forces in the province of 

Maflachufett's Bay» be- 



■ yi.ij ^i 
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Dates cf /. $, i. £. t, 4, 

H^arrants. Brought ovcy SHj^l i^- ^ jooco o • 

twecn a cDccemher 1 77 ^, 
1776. and 23 rebniafy 1^70 XP987 a 5 • 
Jan. i6. Do. for vidualling do. in 
do, between 24. Feb. and 
24Marchi776 617A ^4 5 

Do. forvi£lualiing th/$ gair* 
lifon of Qu?beC| between 
25 Oa» 1775, a^d 25^ 
June 1776 9833 17 4 

ijo. fof provifions depontep 
in the IlUnoisceuntryj be* 
tween 21 Dec. 17741 and 
20 Dec. 177c 1877 2 II 

Do. for do. delivered to thi? 
comtniiTary of ftore$ and 
provifioj^s for the ufe of 
the forces in North A{^(^ 
rica 988 7 If 

29. Do. for do. delivered at Ha- 
lifax, for the ufe of t^e 
forcf^th/erc " 5x23 7 8 

Do. fordo. 221 7 g 

Do. for vidualling foua? of 
the fyrce^s beipg prifoner^ 
among the rebels, in th^ 
provinces of Pennfylvan^^ 
andNew Jerfey, fro?i 19 
Nov. 1774, to 29 Ot£t* 
1776 > 4523 a 6 

Feb. 22. To Richard Vernon S^Ker, 

Efq. for provifions jjOTaed 

to the forces at HaiifjjiX in 

Nova Scotia, between gn 

Aug. 177^;, waA 10 Dec. 

following Xp39 19 9 

May 3. Do. upon account, aixd by 

way of further adv^i^ce ' % 

in cooQdtri^tion Qf his ex* 

traordinary difburfeQOijIi^tj^ 

on account of his CQO* 

traiSl for vi6lualling jgpt 

-- - ■ ■ «' , — . 

Cwled ovcj: i^pi^ 13. ai 50000 00 
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Dates cf £* f* 

fVattantu Brought over ^55 1 19 13 

men at Halifax in the CO- 

lony of Nova Scotia 1500 O O 

June 28. To Richard V ernon Sadlier, 
I}76* Efq. for proviflons iflued 

to the forces at Halifax^ 

in Nova Scotia, between 

II Dec. 1775, And a8 

April I776» inclufive aio4 t% O 

Sept. 25. Do. for provifions iflued to 

do. at do. between 09 

April and 25 June 1776 545 5 4 
Nov. 2i» Do. for orovihons iflued to 

do. at do. between 24. , 
1777. June, and 16 Sept. 1776 1372 % # 
Jan. i6. Do. for provifions illued to 

do. at do. between Sept. 

and II Nov. 1776 774 16 8 

Feb. 10* To John Stephenfon, Efq. . 

for viSualling the forces ^ 

at Placentia, between t 

0£t. 1774, and a Sept. 

1 77 5j inclufive 398 2 6 

Do. for provrfions (hipped 

from Halifax, for the ufe 

of the troops at Boflon 1410 I 6 
Do. for provifions iflued tp 

the troops and train of ar- 
tillery at Newfoundland, 

from. I Oa. 1774, to 30 

Sept. 1775 683 o 6 

April 18. Do. for vidlualling the 

forces in Nova Scotia and 

Newfoundland, between 

I 061. 1 7 75, and 24 Jan. 

1776, inclufive 658 1 3 o 

Aug. I* 'Do. for provifions iflued to 

the forces at Halifax, be« 

tween 16 Jan. and 8 May 

1776 * 1913 17 II 

23. Do« upon account, and by 

way of advance, in con- 

fideration of bis e^traor- 
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X>ae^s of £. s. d. £., /. dm 

fFarrantSi Brought over 3^479 5 ']\ 50*000 o o 

dinary difburfements, on 
account of his contrad 
for vidlualling 1500 men 
in Nova Scotia loooo 00 

Sept* 25. To do. on account of dp* 4000 o o 
Jan. i6. To do. for provifions de* 
1777. livered to the troops at 
' Halifax, between 4 June 

andpSept. i776inclurive 2797 4 ^ 
To do. for provifions iflued 
to the troops at do. be^ 
tween 9 Sept. and 5 No- 
vember r776 2553 9 o 
To do. for provifions iflued 
to the troops at Placentia 
and St: John's, between 
3 Sept. 1775 and 25 
Nov. 1776 554 17 If 
1776. ToChriftopherBethell,Efq. 

F^pb, 19. executor to Edw. Co- m^f-^... 

drington, Efq. for pcr- 
fonsvi£lualIed^ provifions 
condemned and iflued, 
and loflesin Weft Florida 5854 7 5 
Feb. 20. To John Stevenfon and • r -<i. 

John Blackburn, Efqrs* 
for provifions iflued to the 
forces in Pcnfacola, be- 
tween 25 June and 24^ 
Auguft 1775 ' 811 18 % 

June a6. To do. for viftualling the 
forces in Weft Florida, 
between 25 Aug. and 24 
Oa. 1775 806 5 10 

a8. To do. for yiflualling the 
forces in Weft Florida, 
between 25 Oft. 1775 
and^3Feb. 1776, for pro« 
vifions fupplied T. Lori- 
mer^ hofpital Itirgeon, 
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•Dates of /• ^* d. £. s. d. 

ffatranis. Brought over 393857 8 lij 5000 o o 

between 25 Dec. 1774, ^ - 

. and 24 Dec. 1775, and 
for provifions condemned 1868 19 9 

Aug. I* To do. for provifions iflued 
to the forces in Weft F lo- 
lida, between ift April 
1775, and 24 Apr. 1776, 
?nd for provifions con- 
demned by long keeping 1213 14 3 

1777. To do. for provifions ilFued ^ 

Jan. 16. to the forces in do. between 
^jApr.and 24junei776, 
and for provifions da- 
maged by long keeping 1761 64 

1776. To, Witter Cuming and 
Apr. 3. KenderMafon, Efqrs. for 

provifions iflued to the 
forces in St. Auguftine, 
' between 25 April and 25 ' 

0£l. 1775, for provifions 
iflued to the out-ports de- 
pendant on that garrifon, 
from 5 May to 21 0£i. 

1775, and for provifions 
iffued to the out-porfs de- 
pendant on New Provi- 
dence, between 22d Sept. 

1774, and 24 Feb. 1775 1791 i8 9J 
0&, 1 6. To ditto for provifions if- 
fued to the forces in the 
garri fon of St. Augufltne, 
betw«en 25 Od. 1775, 
and 23 Feb. 1776, and' 
for provifions condemned I0I2 8 5* 

1777. To Meflrs.Mafon and Jones 
Jan. 29. for provifions iflued to the 

forces in the garrifon of 

. St. Aoguftiney betwjeen 

25 June and 24 Oftober 

1776, and for provifions * . 
* inued to the out-ports de- 
pendant on that garri- 
fon for the fame time 3350 16 9 " 
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I>ates of £. x, d. £. s. d. 

fParrants. . Brought over 404B56 13 . 2j 50000 o O 

' Tpwafds the cxpenfe Of 

proviflons delivered to 34 

battalions of foot in 
' North America, Nova 

Scona> and Newfound- 

land, &c. apply the fum 

voted upon efVimate, 

1776, for that fervice 

43^31 16 3 
Alfo, the fum flopped for 
provifions delivered to 
the faid battalion, be- 
tween 25 June 1775, 
and 24 June 1776 ' 

, 29546 8 6 

. . 72678 4 9 

33^^78 8 51 

1776. To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
April 3. Atkinfon, in - full fatif- 
fadion for freight and 
charges incurred on fun- 
dry fliips freighted by 
them to attend the expe- 
dition under earl Corn- 
wallis 2088 '95 

l8* -To Jn. Dickfon for freight 

• , of fundry fliips freighted 

by him and'difpatched to 
Canada ** 805 7 o 

July 4. To Richard Atkinfon, for^ 
the freight, armament, 
provifions, for foldiers of 
fundry (hips, freighted, 
armed," and difpatched • 
with provifions for the 
forces in North America 3296 9 3 
To do. for freight of fun- 
dry fliips difpatched with * 
provifions to attend the 
expedition undei' the com- 
mand of e^rl Cornwallis 1442 3 6 
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Dates of ^ £* ^* ^- £' •^* ^» 

JVarrants. Brought over 7632 9 2 382178 8 5I 

. x8. To ditto for two irtonths 
advanced .freight of fun- 

, dry (hips freighted to car- 
ry provifions for the ufe 
of the forces in America 1079S 7 6 

To ditto for two months 

advanced do. fordo. 6609 19 4. 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. fordo. 7103 5 o 
Aug. 2. To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
Atkinfon> for two months 
advanced do. for do. 99^5 ^^ 5 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. for do. 3741 50, 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. fordo. 4784. 3 9 
17. To John Greevc, mafter of 
the (hip Emerfon, for the 
freight of the faid fhip 
chartered to bring homi 
invalids from America 165 17 o 
08t, 19. To Meffrs. Mure, Son, 
and Atkinfon, for the 
freight of fundry fliipt , 
hired and armed to tranf* 
port provifions to Ame- 
rica for the ufe ot the 
forces, there 14667 2 8 

To do. for the freight of 
fundry do. freighted to 
carry oats to America for 
the ufe of the forces there 3544 194 

To do. for advanced freight 
of fundry do. freighted 
to carry ftores, camp- 
equipage, and clothing 
for the ufe of the forces 
there 6558 14 4 

To do. for freight of do. 
freighted to carry provi- 
fions to Quebec ' 936 19 o 

Carried over ' 76448 18 6 382178 8 5I 
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Dates of £. s. d. £. s. d. 

H^nrrants. Brought, over 76448 18 6 38121x78 8 5^ 

To do. for freight of fun- 
dry do. freighted by them 
to attend the expedition 
under the command of 
earl Cornwallis 1442 3 6 

2 7 77 • To do. for freight of fundry 
Jan. 22. do. employed in carrying 
provifions to America for 
the ufe of the troops there 26314 17 6 , 
To do. for do. fer vice 10159 4 9 

To do. for freight of fun- 
dry do. to carry oats to do. 8055 4 4 



1776* To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
April 3* Atkinfon, in full fatisfac- 

tion and difcharge of the 

like fum due to them for 

fundry ftores (hipped for 

Corke and America on 

the expedition under the 

command of earl Corn- 
wallis 4183 6 6 
OSt. 29. To ditto for fundry ftores 

fliippcd for the ufe of the 

forces in Canada 26919 15 

Dec* I2» To do. for fundry ftores 

ftiipped by them for the 

fervice of the army in 

North America 9559 10 10 

r To do. for coaisy four crout, 

j clothing, and fundry • 

I other ftores ftiipped for 

! the fervice of do. fn do. 8574 I 9 

r May I. To Richard Atkinfon, Efq. 
f for iron ware ftiipped for 

Canada 807 6 9 

'3T« To do. for provifions fup- 

plied to recruits on their 

paftage to America, by 

order of the lords of the 

treafury. ' 8488 5 o 



122420 8 7 
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Dates of £. s. d. £. s. ii 

fVarrants. Brought over 5853a 5 10 50459S ^^ oi 

Dec. io« To do. for oats (hipped for 
the fcrvice of the forces 
in North America .32647 x8 6 

To do. for fundry (lores fent 
to North America for the 
ferviceofdo. 6478 14 io« 

To do. for do. fervice 6209 10 o 



Apr. 8. To Henry. Callender, in ^ 
full fatisfa£tion for fun- 
/ dry (lores configned to 

the quarter. mailer-gene- 
ral of the /orces in Ca- 
nada 313^6 3 I 

To Thomas Burchett in 
full fatisfadlion for the 
expenfe of accommoda- 
tion and provifions 'for 
54 foldiers embarked on 
board the (hip Britidi 
Qjjeen for Canada 294 2 3 

To John Dalfton for (lores 
(hipped for Canada for , 
the ufe of the army there 1347 5 I 



103948 9 a 



X)ec. 12. To John Dalfton for bar- 
rack furniture and fundry 
other (lores (hipped for 
the fervice of the forces 

' in North America 4938 o 10 

To do. fordo, fervice 1922 12 3 

To John Dickfon for ditto 

fervice 14796 18 5 

To do. for do. fervice 5761 3 4 

Apr. 18. To John Williams for the 
expenfes of arming fun- 
dry (hips difpatched to 
Canada I I 59 16 4 

July 4. To Edward Johnfon for 
cannon, gunpowder, wa- 



4767 10 5 



27418 14 10 
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Hates of ^ £' s. d. £* s* tk 

l^arrants. Broiightover . X159. i6 464073.311 5I 

ter caflcs, and bedding, ' . i . . . 

Ihipped at Corke for the 
armament of (hips em- 
ployed in carrying pro- 
vifions to America, and 
for the accommodation of 
foldiers therein 9298 f 6 9 

July 4» To John Dalflon for the 

coft and outfit of fix 

- armed veflels. difpatched 

to Canada 13856 i 10 

Aug 2. To Edward Johnflon, for ^. 

cannon and gunpowder . 
fupplied for the armament 
of (hips employed in car- 
rying provifions to Ame- 
rica, 6689 117 
To Roderick Mackenzie for 
the armament of fundry 
(hips to carry provifions 
to America, and for fur- 
ni(hing provifions for foU . . 
diers taken on board the ' 
faid (hips 5325 15 2 

0£l. 29. To MeflTrs. Miire, Son, and 
Atkinfon, for the arma- 
ment of feverai (hips em- 
ployed to carry provi- 
sions from Corke, for the 
ufe of ^the forces in Ame- 
rica, and for provifions 
for foldiers on board the 
faid (hips 5019 14 9 

To do. for cannon, gunpow- 
der, and water ca(ks (hip- 
ped for Corke, to be there 
applied for the armament 
of (hips employed in car- • 

rying provifions to Ame- 
rica, and to the accommo- 
dation of foldiers therein 

5901 18 8 47251 IS I 



Carried over .687985 6- 6| 

N4 
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Dtitis ff J^. s^ d» ^. s. d* 

ff^ar rants. Broiight over 687985 6 6i 

May I. To T^^hn Dickfon for the 

lots of the (hip Swift, 

burnt at fca, and for the - 

cargo and outfit of the 

ihip Elizabeth, difpatch- 

ed to Canada in her room 5415 I 4 
Aug. 17. To Meflrs Wooldridjge and 

Kelly, towards fatisfying 

them for the vahie of the 

cargo of the (hip Molly 

detained in Virginia 3000 00 , 

Dcc# 12. To Meflrs. Dunlop and 

Wilfon, fot the hire and 

value of tl^e floop Ed- 
ward, taken by the rebels, 

and for the hire of the . ' 

(loop 'Fincaftle, imprefled ^ J 

into his Majefty's feirvice 928 18 t 
To Meflrs. Eilbeck, Cham- ^ 

bre, Rofs, and Co. for 

the hire of the (hip Dun- 
more, imprefled into his 

Majefty's fi^rvice at Vir- 

gini^, from 22 Auguft 
'777« 1775 to 15 June 1776 2I2X 15 a 

Jan 17, To Peter Perchard, mer-. 

chant, for the hire of the 

fnow Friiends, employed 

in the King's fervice, 

from 17 Nov. 1775 to 

4 Nov. 1776 1327 f8 9S 

To Meflrs. Cope and Big- 

nell for fundry (lores 

fupplied from the (hip ^ ' ^ 

Levant, in Virginia, for 

the fervice of that colony lii 13 



1776. To Alexin. Watfon, mcr-» 
June 2^. chant, for the ufe of Na- 
thaniel Wraxhall, for rice 
dcftroycd at Savannah, in 



X2905 6 I of 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r 



A. 1777. DEB AT E S- iS^ 

t>ai€sof £. s. d. /. *. d. 

Warrants. Brought over 7CK390 13 jf 

Georgia, bv ord^r of Cap- 
tain Barkley and Major 
Grant 869 I5 6 

To Mcffrs. Cowpcr and 
Telfair, merchants, for 
the value, commiilion, 
' infurance, and brokerage , 

of a quantity of rice dc- 
ftroyed at do. by order of 
ditto 1868 10 

Aug. 7, To John Rae, merchant, 
for the value, freight, &c. 
of 95I barrels of rice 
(hipped at Savannah, in. 
\ Georgia, for the ufc of 

the forces in North Ame- 
rica 486 6 d 
8. To Alexander Watfon, 
merchant, for the ufe of 
John Alexander, mafter 
and owner of the brigan- 
tine Chriftian, for the 
freight of 375 barrels of 
rice deftroyed at do. or 
taken from thencp for the 
ufe of the forces in do. 295 90 
17. To John Nutt, merchant, 
for 165 barrels of rice 
fliipped at do. for the ufe 
of the forces in do. 822 00 
To Sir James Wright, Bart, 
for the value and freight 
of 532$ half barrels of ^ 
rice fliipped for the fervice 
of the forces in do. or de- 
ftroyed at do. . 2564 8 6 
*777* To Meflrs. Graham, John- 
fon, and Co. for the va- 
lue, freight, and other 
charges of 25 barrels of 

I I I t - • ■ 

Carried over 6906 o 6 700890 13 5J 
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I>ates,of -. £. s. d. £. . s. A 

B^arrantsl ' Brought over 690.6 o 6 700890 13 jf 

* * " rice tak^n in do. for the 

ufe of the troops . 130 o % 

To the executors; of Benja- * 

in in Stead, merchant, in • • 

full for the value, freight, .* . 

and all other charges of 

69barrelsof rice taken in ^ ,• 

do. for the ufe of the 

troops 34.6 19 6 



1776. To John Langhorn, in full 

Apr. 1 8* fat isfa£lion for horfes pro- 
vided by him for fervice . . 
in North America 99^7 I2 o 

Aug* 2. To Richard Atkinfon, Efq. 
for 247 horfes received 
from feveral regiments of 
dragoons, and (hipped for . 
North America 4^49 i^ O 

17, To MefTrs, Langhora and 
Ibbetfon, for the expenfe 
of keeping horfes till (hip- 
ped off, fundry neceflfaries 
Ihipped with them, and 
for 62 horfes purchafed 
for the fervice of the ar- 
my in America ^283 I ,7 

Apr. 3. To Meflrs. Walter Hum- 

phrys and Henry Darby, 

merchants, in full fatif- 

faftion for the like funj 

due to them for 3000 pair 

of blankets provided for 

the fervice of the army 

in America 1784 16 b 

May !•, To George Field, for blan- 
kets delivered tothe agents 

of fundry regiments by 



7383 



22420 5 7 
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I^aUsof £• ^* ^* jf* '• *'• 

H^arrants. Brought over 1784 16 o 730693 19 i| 

order of the lords com- 

miffioners of the treafury 97ai 15 4 
June r. ToThomasHarley,Efq.for 

fundry blankets and watch 

coats provided by him for 

the ufc of the army in 

North America 6400 511 

Od. 29* ToMeflrs. Mure,Son,and 

Atkinfon, for blankets 

fupplied for the regiments 

of Waldeck, and for (hoes 

and {lockings fupplied to 

the firft divifton of the ^ 

Brunfwick troops, on 

their embarkation at 

Portfmouth. 634 4 



19, To Richard Atkinfon, Efq. 
for rum delivered in Ame- 
rica, for the ufe of the 
I 1777* forces there 27164 4 4 

' Jan. 22. To do. for do. fcrvice 6616 fr 4 

\ 1776- To Sir James Cockburn, 

■ Dec. I ft. Bart, for 40,296 gallons 

of Grenada rum delivered 
\ for the ufe of the forces 

' ^777* ^" fervice in America 8059 . 4 O 
i Jan. x6. To Janies Bogle French, 

Efq. for48,68ogallons of 
\ . rum delivered fbr the ufe 

U of ditto forces 9736 o o 

I To John Blackburn, Efq. 

for 22,973 gallons of rum 
\ delivered for the ufe of 

I ditto forces -. 344S I© ^ 

To Thomas Burfoot, Efq. 
to be applied in the pur- 
chafing a quantity of rum 
j for the ufe of do. forces 3000 o o 

23. T^ do. for do. fervice 980 2 9 



18541 



59001 7 5 
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Dates of £. s. , d* £• s, d^ 

tf^arrants, brought over 808236 7 lOj. 

1776. To Anthony Merry, Efq. 
March i, by lyay of impreft> and 

upon account of monies 

advanced by him in pur- 
chafing, fitting out, and 

arming a vei?'el to be em- , 

ployed in the fervice of 

Supplying the forces in 

North America with pro- 

vifions, and in* purchaf- 

ing fundry articles of pro- ' 

vifions for the faid fer- 
vice 5000 o Q 
May 31. To do. by way of impreft, 

and upon account of m6- \'5 

nies, advanced by him for 

the coil and freight of 

cattle, fheep, and hogs, 

fent to America for the 

fervice of the army 

there 4000 00 -' - 

Juneai. To do. in fiiU fatisfa3!on 

and difcharge of allclaims 

and demands whatfoever, 

for the outfit and, cargoes 

of fundry fhips addreifed 

to General Sir William 

Howe, at Halifax, in 

Nova Scotia 7561 ii i 



Jan. 29. To George Charlton, for 
expenfes incurred for the 
embarkation, &c. of the , 
troops at Corke, in the 
months of Aug.- and 061. 

- ., ' • »775 . ^ . 325 5 o 

April 16. To ditto for expenfes in- 
curred by him for * do. at 
do. in the month of De- 
cember I775» and in the 



16561 10 o 



Carried over 325 5 o 824797 18 loi 



digitized by Google 



A. 1777- DEBATES. 193 

JOates $f £, s. d, £. s. d. 

J^arrantSi Brought over 325 5 o 824797 18 io| 

months of Jan. Feb, and 
1776. March, 1776 226 14 7 1 

Aug. 7. To do. for cxpenfcs incur- 
red by him for do. at do. 
in the months of March 
and April 1776 308 4 o 

930 3 7 

March 7, To Col. Chriftre, by way 
of imprefl, and upon ac- 
count for pay of the arti- 
ficers going out for the re- 
lief of Quebec 2000 o» o 
April 22. To John Trotter, Efq. in 
full fatisfadlion of the like 
fum expended by him in 
providing hofpitals, bed- 
ding, &c. for the ufe of 
the forces in North Ame* 
rica 4309 08 
May 17. To do. for providing hof- 
pital tents, &c. for the 
ufe of the forces in do. 233 3 o 
To do. for hofpital bedding 

provided for do. 3734^4 5 

Aug. 19. To do. for providing divers 
extra camp neceffaries for 
the I ft battalion of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Maclean's 
corps 6i 2 t 

To do. for providing do. for 

the 2d battalion of do. • 61 a ' X 
To do. fdr providing do. for 
Lieut. Colonel Goreham's 
corps 39 ^8 5 V 

To do. for providing do. for 
the detachment from the 
three regiments of fbot 
guards 87 4 2 

To do. fbr providing do. for 
the regiment of Waldeck 
fpot • 61 2 I 



■ lyf 
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Datescf £> s. d. £. s. d. 

tVarrants, Brought over 8587 6 11 827728. a 5I 

Aug. 19. To do. for providing do. 

IJ76. for the foreign troops fer- ' 

vingin Ameiica 1863 14 o 

To do. for providing do, for 
the life of the forces in 
North America 87 4 2 

To do. fordo. ^333 '5 o 

Dec. 20. To do. for providing camp • 
neceflaries for the corps 
of infantry raifed in 
' North America, under . 
the command of Lieut. 
Col. Goreham, and in 
• providing tents, &c. for 

the officers of the faid 1 

' corps * 332 7 o 



July 5. To William -Knox, Efq. 
forprocuring proper pre- 
fents for the Indians bor- 
dering on the colonies in 
North America ^5000 o O 

Sept. 29. To do. for do. 6000 o o 

Aug. 2. To Meflrs. Adair an^ Bul- 
lock, to be by them paid 
over to the wives and at- 
tornies of fundry artifi-^ 
\ cersemployedin Canada 278 13 6 
17. To do. to be paid over tpdo. 228 13 6 
Dec. 4. Todo. to be paid over to do. 22813 6 

'II I 

Nov. 13. To Philip Deare, in. full, 
for clothing, arms, and 
accoutrements, provided 
by him for the corps of 
Royal Highland Emi- 
grants, purfuant to con- 
traft 4606 S , 9 

19. To Thomas Harley, Efq. 
for clothing ptpvided for 



13204 7 I 



1 1000 o o 



736 o 6 
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J^atei of £• ^' ^* £• '• ^^ 

ff^arrnnts* Brought over 4606 5 9 852668 10 o\ 

a corps of men raifed by 
Francis Leggc, Efq. go- 
1776. vernor of Nova Scotia. 3405 6 ii 
Nov. ai« To do, fordo, provided for 
the corps of Royal H igh- 
land Emigrants, com- 
manded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Maclean 1982 x6 6 



Aug. 15, 



To Thomas Hutchins, to- 




wards rcimburfing him 




money advanced for car- 




rying on public works 




ai Penfacola, in Weft 


* 


Florida 


3«o 


To do. to reimburfe do. for 




do. 


650 


To do. in full for money 




due to him for do. 


2800 I 4| 



9994 9 ^ 



Nov. I. 

jfan. 17. 

• ^777- 

1776. 3750 I 41 

OS. 23. To the pay of fundry ge- 
neral and (lafF officets in 

North America t\^\l 6 8 

April 3. To bills of exchange drawn 

by SirGuy Carleton,for 

public ferv. 150 o o 
Nov. 26. Todo. fordo. 9432 19 6 

9582 19 6 

April 3. Tobillsofexchangedrawn 

by Heflor Theophiius 

Cramahe, Efq. for pub- "^ 

lie ferv. 13194 15 9 
Nov. 28. Todo. fordo, no 00 • •• , 

: 14024 15. 9 

April 3. Tobillsofexchangedrawn 
by Guy Johiifon, Efq. 
fordo. 443<^ 13 4 

Nov. 26. To do. drawn by Franciis 

Legge, E?q. for do. 2970 00 
^ To do. drawn by John _/ 

Wentworth, Efq. fordo. looo CO -. - 
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, Dates cf £* s. d, J[n s» d, 

Warrants. Brought over 32008 87 87792:% 7 3 

Nov. 26. To bills of exchange drawn • 
1776, ' by the Earl of Dunmore 
. . for public fervices 25000. o O 

Do. drawn by William 

Tryon, Efq, for do. 4600 o o 

Do. drawn by JohnThomas, 

Efq. for do. 987 O o 

Do., drawn by Philip Cal- 

bec, efq. for do. 820 a 4 

Do. drawn by Lord Wil- 
f Ham Campbell, for do. 434 14 9 

Do. drawn by Hugh Lord, 

Efq. for do. 784 16 a| 

Do. drawn by Robert Gor- 

don, Efq. for do. 5600 o o 

Do. drawn by William 

Faucitt, Efq. for do. 24835 I 6 



May 2. To Chriftopher Baldwin, 
Efq. to enable him to pay 
bills of exchange, drawn 
by Governor Martin, fof 
public exigencies of the 
government of North Ca- 
rolina 546 9 4 

Nov. 13. To Launcelot Hilton, to fa- 
tisfy a bill of exchange 
drawn by Capt. Hugh 
Lord, commandant at " 
the Illinois, for contin- 
gent difburfem^msat Fort 

^777. Gage 94 16 4 

Jan. 17. To Meflrs. Graham, John 7 
fon, and Co,, to fatisfy a 
bill of exchange drawn by 
George Baillie, Efq. up- 
on John Campbdl, Efq. 
late agent for the proviace 
of Georgia. 467 10 8 



94470 3.4f ' 



1x776. 
IF^eb. 28. 



To bills of exchairge drawn , 
by General Boyd^ Lieut. 



rzo8 16 4 



Carried over 9735^3 ^ ^*- 
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lyaies §f ;C* ^* ^* if- ^- ^ 

fP^mrranti .^ Brought oyer 9735^3 6 llj 

(governor of Gibraltar^ 
1776. fordo. 1 191 « 9 

Aug. 17. Do. for do. 1187 16 3 

I, 

April 3. Do. drawn by William 

Young, £fq. fordo. at 

Tobago»<Scc.95i7 15 o 
Wov. 26. Do. for do 9500 o o 

April 3. Do. drawn by Thomas 

Shirley, Efq^ for public 

fervices 350 o ,0 
tfov. 26. Do. for do. at 60 17 8 

April 3. Do.drawnbySirBafilKeithy 

fordo. 1299 93 

Novu 26. Do. for do. 1299 17 8 

2599 6 II 

Do. drawn by Valentine 

Morris, Efq. for do. 4000 o o 
Do. drawn by Lord ..Ma- 
cartney, fordo. 1500 o 6 

Feb* 6. To John Durand, Efq. for 

provifions (hipped to the 

ifland of St. Vincent, and 

iflued to the troops in 

Grenada 4507 4 I . 

22. Do. for provifions fhipped 

tOvthe ifland of St. Vin- 
cent 3164 2 9 
April 26. Do. for provifions (hipped 

to the iflands of Tobago 

and Dominica t tol X^ 9 , 

May 22. Do. for provifions (hipped 

to the iflands of Domini- 
ca aiid St. Vincent's, and 

iflued within the ifland of 

Grenada 
July XI. Do. for provifions iflued 

within the ifland of Gre- 



32006 f 9 7 



^329 16 9 y 
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Dates 0/ /. s. d. £. J. it 

PXdrrants. Brought over 14^03 2. 4 100551a 4 .fi^ 

nada, between i Jan. a«cl 
'776. 31 March 1776, included 1218 27 il 
Aug f* Do. for do. (hipped at Gije- 

nada, for the iil^ of the > * . 

forces at St. Vincent, Da- 

minica, and Tobago, and 

for provifions condemood 

in Grenada St^^ ^i ,tf 
Nov. 1 2* Do. for *). Slipped from- • 

Grenada for the ufc of the . 

forces in the iflaods q&„ • 

St. Vincent, Domiojoa, 

and Tobago; alfo for . > 

provifiqns . if&ied • in the 

faid ifland of Grenada^ to 
1777. 30 June 1776 5813* t If 

Jan. 16. Todo.forprovifionslhippod 

to the iflanVi^of §1:^ Vi»- 

cent, ifTued in theifland 

of Grenada, betJ«v^n i 

July and 30 Sept. 1776^ S^^^i} 9^ 

■ 32409 13 7 
Towards the expenie of 

provifions delivered to the . 

regiments in the . ce<ted? 
iflands, apply the fum . 
voted upon Gftin\at^ 1 776 
for that fcrvice 1773^' 14 o^' 

1776. P. ,< - ■■■ .i.« . ii .#i MA76 19 t 

Feb. 6. To Zachary Philip Fon- 
nereauy £m]. andSirMer^ 
rick B^rrell, Bart, fof 
viAualliiig die forces jn 
the garrifon of Gibraltar, 
between 2 and -29 Odk* * 

1775 ^SSIH 7 
Mar. II. To do. for do. indo. bt« 

^ tween jotOj^i it775t and ,.. 

24 Dec. following 5390 14 IQ 

Apr* 3. To do. for do. between 25^ 

- *-*-— - ihsffrli^TSf atHi-^-J«n. 

1776 . ,2615 la a 

17. To do. for do. between 22/ " - 



Carricdover .10560 3 f 102018 6 xl 
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Aw tjyy; l^£«Alf fi& t^f 

ff^krr€Ms. Brought over i6^6d 3 I lozoi^ * i| 

Jan. and 18 Feb, 17^6, 
1776. both included t(tt^ 14 ii 

June 20. To do* for do. between t^ 
Feb. and 17 Mar. 1776, 

both included Hbjt It- < ' 

28. Todo.fbrdb.b6fveeeni8 
March and 14. Aphl 
1776^^ both indiulcd 26% 14 tl 

Aug. X. To do. for d<&. bdtWden 15 
April and 12 Mty 
17761 both included 263^' i^ 5 

To do. fdl^dd.' bfitv^dcn 13 
May and 9 June 1776^ 
both included ^^^ ti 9t 

Sept. 25. To do. for do. between ib' 
June and 7 July 1776/ 
both included i3t63^ tjf* 5 

Nov. 12* To do. for do. between* 8^ 
July and i Sept. 17^61 
both included 48af4 7I 3 

Dec 20. To do. fordo, between 2 
and 29^Sept.- ^776^ both 
iQcluded- 2414 5 8 

To do. fdi: do.' h^twdsn 30 
Sept. and 27 Odl. 1776, 
both included 2422 9 % 

To do. for infurance on- 

provifions fent to do. Bff»» , 

tween 2 OSt. 1775 ahd- 
• 29 Sejpt. 177^ bofti in- 
'. diided" 504 S S 

^ Tb^irds the expenfe of 

provifidiis ddlv^^ri^' to ^ 

the r^mentr at GIK- 

raltar^ apply the fum 

Voted v^oh' cftitnate 

1776^ ibr^th^'f^ee 24374f 9 4- 

" ■'■ ■ ' '^ ri]ru ' 12170 8 4 
• . • • •■ r jM , » , 

^ . Carricdover 4||p3S7 X4 sl 
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sea 

Datesof 

Warrants. Brought over 

Mar. 1 1 . To Samuel Smith, Efq. for 
1776. vidualHng the forces in 
the province of Sene- 
gambia, between i Apr. 
177S> *"d JO Sept. fol- 
lowing 

May 22* To do. for do, between i 
OS", and 31 Dec* 1775* 
incluiive 

Aug. I . To do. for do. between i 
Jan. and 30 Mar. 17765 
inclufive 

Nov. !• To do. for do. at Senegal, 
between i April and 30 
June 1776, for vidualr ■ 
ling do. at Gambia, be- 
tween 22 Dec 1775, 
and 27 April 1776, and . 
for the agent vtdualler*s 
falary at Jameses Fort, 
(^ambia/ from i July 
i775> to 30 June 1776 



Towards the expenfe of 
provifions delivered to 
the corps in Africa, ap-r 
ply the fum voted upon 
eftimates 1776, for that 
fervice 



A. 1777. 

I. u i. 

^032357 J^4 5* 



772 8 6 



1397 17 5. 



1488 15 10 



2232 12 s 
5891 14 2 



Jan. 1 5. 

1776. 
Apr. 3. 



2328 2 oi 



3563 i» JJ 



To Thomas tlarle.y» Efq. on account of 

provifions fent by him for the fupply of 

the garrifon in Minorca - IIPOO O o 

To Antho;iy Bacon and Lewis Cjiauypt, , 

Efq. for 40 negroes furnished anJ em- 

ployed by them in the ifland of Tobago, 

from I March to i Jujy 1775.; for 

40 do. employed in the faid ifland, from 

.30 June to. 16 Augi 1775 ; fpr 5^ i^e- 
.. .groesin the ifland of Grenada^ from i 

Carr^e4>>ver 10469x1 6 6| 
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Hates of /• ^' ^• 

Warronts. Brot^gbt over 104S92X 6 6| 

July to 10 Aug. 1775, and for 154 ne- 
groes furnt(hed and employed bv them 
' " in the ifland of St. Vincent, fronx i 
' July to 1 2 Aug. 1775, who have been 
lupplied and vidualled by them, and 
for travelling charges and duties paid on 

1775, negroes 1051 10 8 
Aug. 4. To Col. William Faucitt, 

by way of impreft^ and £. s. d. 

1776. upon account loooo op 
Jan. 20. To do. by v^ay of do. loooo o o 



Feb. 7. To John Campbell, Efq. ' 

for a bill of exchange 

drawn by him, as cafliier 

of the royal bank of Scot- 
land 191 6 
Mar. 15. To James Mafterfon and 

John Inglifs, Efq. for 

oatmeal, firing, candles, 

&c. furniOied to the 

forces in the garrifons 

of fort William in Loch- 

aber, called Duart and 

fort Auguftus, in the 

barracks of Bernera, I n- 

verfnaid, Corgaft caflle^ 

and Brtemar caftle, and 

in the garrifon of fort 

George, from i Jaot 

1775, to 31 Dec. foU 

lowing, 2570 II ip 

June 7. To the Duke of Argyll, 

for thelike fumexpended 

by him on divers occa- 

£ons for the good of the 

fervice in North Britain 300 o 
Nov. 29. To Humphry Bland Gar- 
diner and James Kempt, 

for neceflaries furniflied 

by them for the ufeof 



20000 o o 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fiates of /. J. ^. /. x» 4» 

ifarfanis. Brought over gA^f |g 4 100797a ty «| 

the {Qtffis in North P|i* 

tain ip4heyp^ 17^6 ! 3235 16 3 

1776. ' i lu ill ..... I <297 8 7 
Jul/ 3- To Jai^fc a^yrkli:, }im» 

(execj^or <^ tl^fi i^^f^ 

fuH fatisfa£tion of the 

like fum 'expended by 

him, in proyifjing ^^d . 

repairing u^aTiIs^ and 

for f|irniPiiqg cctals and 

candles J&u: the u£b of the 

forces in the barracks 9X 
, vPortfmouth i57 8 7 

Feb, 2. To Andrew Clinton, f fq. 

in full fatisfadion of ih^ 

like funi expended by 

hinip in providiAg and 

repairing divers uteofUs, 

&€• for the ufe o( the 

barracks in Plymwth 

Dock, from 25 Ulec» 

1774, to 24 Dec. 17.75 : 193 OS 
May 26. To do. to enable hinji to 

5>rovide coals an^d canisUes 
or the ufe of the forcf s 
that are, or may be, in 
the barracks at Plymouth 
Dock 509 00 

July 20. To do, for providing coa^ls, 
candles, and fundryut^ir 
ills, for the ufe of the 
troops in the citadel of , 
Plymouth and St. Ni- 
cholas iiland, from Di^. 

1777. 1775, to 24 June 1776 252 910 
Jan. 13. To do. ^r ^oviding coa)9> 

candles, and fun^ry uten- 
fils, for do. in do. from 
25 June 1776, to 24 
Dec. following 214 7 4 

r II I I r ■ 

Qmifiiqxu ikS^^ If 7 10744^7 14 4l 
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Jan. 2o» To iio. for providing and 
I777» tepairing divors.utearils, 

&Ct ^or ^c ule of the 

barracks at Plymoutii 

Docky from 25 Dec. 

1775, to 25 Dec. 1776, 

and for bis fal^ry. Tor 
> providing and taking care 

of them for thefaid pe- 
riod ' 153 II 9 

1776. ■ ' ■■ ' ■■ > i3i2 94 
Augt 19. To Johti Powell, E(q. for 

his Majiefty's proportion, 
of coals landed and re* 
Cieived at Gibraltari be-* 
t ween 3 May 1 775, and 
22 Feb. 1776, for the 
ufe of thegarrilbntliere, 
and for the additional 
expenfe of freight and 

1777. infunmce 20^3 l« 6. 
Jan. 13* To dOf tor do. received at 

ditto, between 16 July 
and 22 Nov* 177*1 and 
for additional expenfes^ 
&c. ^466„ 36 

1776. ■'■'■■ 4469 14 o 

Jan«29. To Lieut. Gen. Elliott, 
for grafs money for the 
15th reg* of dragoons, in 

the ftimmer ^275 495 1? 

Mar. 29. To Lord Robert Manners, 

for do. of the 2d reg, of 

dragoon guards, in the 

fummcrj775 369 3 if 

May 1 6.. To Lord Townfliend, for , 

do. for the 2d reg. of 

do. intkefummer 1773 lit $ Q 
po. for do. in the fummer 

1774 126 S ^ . 
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Do. for do. in the fummci' 

1775 126 5 o . 

To Li^ut; Gen* Elliotty for 
extra feeding, &c. of the 
detachnient of his reg. of 
dragoons in the jcar ' ' 

1775 " 300 > o p 
rNov. 15. To Sir George Howard, 

> for grafs money for the 

itth reg. of do. in the 
umnieir 1776 413 18 3^ . 

To Major Gen. Jobnfione, 
for do. of the nth do, ^ 
of do. |n the fummer 

1776 a66 I9 o 
To Gen. Moftyn, for do» 

of the I ft do. guards, in' 

do. 1776 237 o 6 

To Major Gen. f it2;roy, 

for do, of the 3d reg. of 

dragoons, in do. 1776 .163 op ' r 

Deci iQi To the Earl of PembroKe, 

fordo, of the ift do. in ' , 

do. 1776 126 5 o 

ToMajo^Gen. Carpenter, • 

for do, of the '4th do. in 

do. 1776 126 5 a 

To Lora Robert Manners, 

for do. of the 3d reg. of 

do. guards, in do. 1776 179 12 75 
To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, • -- _ 

for do. of the 6th reg. 

of dragoons, in ditto 

1776 126 5 o 

1775^ -: '. — ^ 3;82 o ^ 

Oa. 27^ To Meffrs. Cox and Mair, 
for the pay of 9 furgeons 
mates to the 50th reg. of 

foot, ftationedat Jamai- ' 

pa, from 25 Dec. 1774, ^ 

to 24 June 1775 ^177 9 8 • 
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Jan. 29. To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, . ^ 

J 776. for his additional pay as 
adjutant-general, from 
25 Dec. 1774, to 24 
Dec. 1775 1460 o * ■ . 

To CoU Charles Grey, for 
his p;|^ as aid de camp to 
the King, to 24 Dec. 
1775 200 00 

To Sir Thomas Spencer 
Wilfon, for his pay as 
do, for 280 days, from - 
20 Mardi 1775, to 24 
Dec. following 153 8.6 

31. To Rokert Adair, Efq. for 
36; days pay as inlpeC'* 
tor-general of the hof- 
pitals, to 24 December 
1775 547 10 o 

To Meffrs. Powell ^nd 
Cooke, for the pay of 
feveial fqpeinumerary 
officers of the invalids, 
from 25 pec. 17741 to 
24 Dec. 1775 2167 14 o 

Feb. 17, To Gol. William Faucift, 
foroa days pay, as com- 
mifliary in Germany, 
from 3 Nov. 1775, to 
2 Feb. 1776, both in- 
clufive 460 o o 

Mar. 5. To Lieut. Col. Townf- 
hend, for fuperintending 
the recruiting of the ad- . ^ 

ditional companies in * 

Ireland 475 o o 

15. To William Biifaop;^ for 
365 days pay, as fiir- 
eon at Senegal, tp 24. 
)cc. 1774 ^*^ 10 ^ " < 



sec 
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Dedtnf .. £' '• ^' jt- . ■*• ^ 

Mar. sOtTo John- Fefiton, £iq, £ar 



1776. ai3 days pay, as cap- 








tain and commander of 


• > 






William and M^ry of- 








tlei ia the province qf 






i. 


New Hamplliire, from 




'; 




7 June 177s, to 5 Jwe 




) >' 




1776 ^ 513 









April 3. To Samuel Holland, Efq. 








183 days pay, as fur* 








veyor-general of the 








province of Quebec, 






> 


from 31 Oa, 177s, to 








30 April 1776 183 p 


^ 






ToCol.Wrightfon,inad. 


» 






dition to his friary a$ 








major to Cbelfea hof- 








pital ' 100 .0 


. 






16. To Meflrs.Rofsand Gray, 








for the pay of ^furgeons 








mates belonging t(^|be » .. 








ift batt. of the 60th rcgi 


^ 






of foot, ftationed at |a- 








maica, from 25 June ^^ 




. , 




1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 








lowing %*i% lb 


6 






May 2. To Capt, Andrew Frafer> 

^ for 178 days pay, as . 










' *' k 




commiffary at Dunkirlj:, 








from II 0&. 1775, to 




^ 




5 April X776, both in- 








clufive 2^7 







- 


jy.To Lieut, Col. Townf- 






V* 


hcnd, for pay for %i^ 








days, as iuperintendant 








of the recruiting fcrvice. 








from 20 May 1775,^0 








24 Dee. following, both 








inclufive iiS ii 


6 






22. T4 Meftrs. Cox and Mair, 








^ _ .^.. ^^..'.Jfej:. thci^pay of .9 fur- 








Carried over 7181 5 


2 


1083391 


18 a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M^tfjj. D E B A T £ S« ^ ioj 

^aMpf \ £. $. d. £. "i. df 

ff^mnwnU. Bnouglit over 7xSt 5 3 1083191' iB a| 

geons mates to the j;6th 
reg. of foot, ftatioficd at 
Jamaica, from 25 June 
1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 
1776. lowing 27* 10 $ 

May 24. To Col. WiUi^m Faucitt, 
for 90 da3rs pay, as com- 
miflary in Germany, 
from 1 Feb. 17^6, to 2 " 

Mav following, Doth !n- 
clunve 450 o D 

June 7. ToCoVWilliamRoy,for 
1 83 days pay, for fu^r- 
intending ftores lent to 
America 366 O o 

ID. To Col. Cliarlea Rainf« 
ford. For 39 Akj% pay, 
as commiflary (ox muf- 
tering and embarking a 
reg. of Hanaii infantry^ 
\ from 26 Feb. 1776, to 

4 AprR foRowing 117 o O . 

i 18. To Robert Gordon, Efq. 

! for 90 days pay, as com- 

miflary of provifions at 
Cork, from di Feb. 
1776, to 21 May fol- , 

lowing ' 99 a ,0 

June 20. To Major Gen.Haviland, 
for 72 days pay, as in- 
fpeAor-general of the 
' forces in the Weft In- 
diaiflands, from 140ft. 
1775, to 24 Dec. fol- 
lowing, both inclufive i8q o o 
To Major Gen. Evelyn, 
for his extra trouble and 
expenfe, in reviewing 
his Majefty's land forces 
in the year 1776 too 

% Carried over 876a IS 8 1083391 18 d| 
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July 4. ToJohnFenton,Efq..for '' ^ ^19^ ^^J^ n 

I7j6. 182 days pay, as cap- 

. tain and commander of / . 

William and Mary caf- 

tle, in New Hampihire» r , 

from 6 Jan. 1776, to 5 -_ » 

July following, both' in- 
clufivc 18a o o 

la. To Col. Charles Rainf- 
ford, for 44 days pay, as 
commiffary for mufter- 

ing and embarking a * ^ . 

corps of Hanau artillery^ 
from 14 May 1776, to 
26 June following, both 
inclufive * I12' o o 

' Aug, 17. To CoL William Faucitt, 
for 92 days pay, as comr 
miffary in Germany, 
from 3 May 1776, to 
2 Aug. fallowing, both 
inclufive . 460 o o. • 

ig. To Lieut. John Cleve ? V^.! . , 

I'laydcll, for his care and 
trouble in affiAing to , 

complete a planjf North 
Britain, from i May 
»7r5j to 30 April 1776, 
both inclufive, being ^66 
. ^ays 183 o. .0. . 

&pt. 16. To Lieut. CoU Townf- 
hend, fo.r 183 days pay, 
as fuperintendant of the 
recruiting fervice, to 24 
June 1776 183 Q a 

To ditto, for the pay .of 
officers employed to aifiil 
in carrying on the re- 
cruiting fervice in Ire- 
land 26a 10 Q 



-I I 
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Oa« 3. To John Charlton, for his 
1776. pay as furgecm to the 

hofpital at Bofton, for 

260 daysy from 11 Feb« 

17759 to 28 Odober 

following, both indu- 

five 130 o o 

ToMeflrs. Rofs andGray, 

for the pay of 9 furgeons 

mates belonging to the 

I ft batt. of the 60th reg. 

of foot, ftationed at Ja«. 

maica, from 25 Dec 

1775, to 24 June 1776 »78 10 6 
8. To Robert Gordon, Efq. 

for 92day8pay,ascom-' \ \ > 

miflfary of provifions at , . 
Cork^ from 2 a May 
1776,' to 21 Aug. fol- 
lowing ' .92 o o 
Nov. 13. ToCapt; Andrew Frafer, 
for 189 days pay, as 
commiflTary at Dunkirk, * 
from 6 April 1776, to 
10 Od. following, both 
incluftve 282 o o 
25. To Coll W. Roy, for 183 
days pay, as fuperinten- ^ 
dant of (lores fcnt to A- 
merica, from 14 April , . 

1776, to 13 08l. fol- 
lowing, both inclufive 366 o O 

«8. To Robert Gordon, Efq. ; 
for 92 day&pay, as com- 
inifuiry at Cork, from 
22 Aug. to 21 Nov. 
1776, both inclufive .92.0 a 

To Col. William Faucitt^ ^ 
for 92 (^ys^p^y, as com- 
miflary in Germai^^ : . 
from 3 Aug. 1776, to^a ^ . . 
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murrMii^ B«)ug|it<W«r i^tj;^ ifi * Jo8330l |»^ if 

Nov. following, bovft 
1776. included 46b ^ <y 

Dec. ji. To Major Generals John- 
fton, Parker, and Lefd' 
Adaoi Gordon, for x\l$fhf 
trouble and expenfe- irt- 
reviewKti^ bis M^efty's 
forces in anno 1 776 Hjf) i^^ <} 
17; To John Fenton, Efq. fw . , 

184 days pay, as cttji* 
tain and conomander of 
William and Mary caC* 
lie, in New Hampfhi^^ 
from 6July i75f6, t6^ 
Jan. 1777 rt4 ^ ^ 

19. To Richard Reeve, Efi|^ 
for 141 days pay, as* 
depDty paymafter uritm 
anexpedition underGeHl^ 
Clinto*^ ftom? 8 Jan. 
1776»^ to28 May fcfl. 
lowing, both inclufive'^ ati lO 4 
To Robert Duff, Efq. for 
1 45 days pay, as gov^et-- . 
nor of Newfoundland^ 
from 92 08k- to 14 
March 1776 217- v^ d 

To John Campbell, E^^j; 
foriyear'sallowancevaB 
fuperintenda'nt and iti* 
fpedor of Indian zSAW 
ip the p^oVtnc^of Qutf:- 
bec, from % Oft. l^^^^ 
to % Oft. 1776 ^C^/ O^ ^ 

. To Major Hay xnanRooke; 
as major to the late 981ft 
feg. ot> fd>t, fer 366 
days allo^nce, to 24- 
Dec. 1776 ^4* 1*2 ^ 

To George Munro, Ed)% 
for 366 days pajTi ai^ 

^ (Sarried of^ i^yW xft > loS^I tS a| 
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\ commiflary of fiores to: 

I North Britain, to do. &8j o O 

I To Lieutenant CoU Birch, 

I for 366 days allowance, 

in lieu of a troop of lighft 

dragoons, to ditto S83 13 . o 

To Major General Gts^ 

Prefton, for 366 days >!«• 

lowanceyinlieuofatroopi . 

of light dragoons, to do*. . 283 1.3; a 



1776. To Lord John Murray, to 
Mar. 15. enable him toreimburfe 
I thenon-commiflionoffi*' 

I cers and private men of 

I the 42d regi ment of foQr,t . 

1 the ftoppages made for 

I thefurgeonandpay-mafr* 

! ters* allowances froni 25 . 

June 177S> to 24 Dec. 

foUowing,and for the al^ 

lowance of bread monejf 
[ tothefaidregiment^fram^ 

I i80£ttoi4Nov. 1775 ^4 .&§> 

To Edm. Armflrong, £n{k 
I to enable him to reim* 

burfe do. of the 8th of 
I foot, the ftoppages madco 

for do« and for the al»> 

lowance:of bxeadto 32^d 
! regiment of foot from 

I a$ June i77S> ^^ the . 

! 24th Dec, following .3<^.lj[ t 

! To Adam^ Wood,.Efq. to. 

enableliim to reimbuitfe^. 

do. of tbe 2^ ft regiment, . 
1 of foot, the ftoppages. 

I made for do. from 25 

I ' June 1775, to 24th Dec. 

following, and for the sil^, . 
^ ^ lowMC^ <^Fead money /^: 



16339 ^ « 
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for the faid regiment^ 






from I ft July to 3 i Dec. 






I77S . 


386 9 


5 


To Edward Bifhop, Efq. 






to enable him to reim- 




• 


burfeda of the 5th re- 




» 


giment of foot the da. 






made for do. from 25 






June i775f to 24 iDcc. 
follow iag, and for the al- 










lowance of bread money 






for the 29th regiment of 




■ .' 


foot for the fame time 


478 16 


9 


• a6» To Meffrs. John and Geo. 






Hefle^ to enable them to 






rcimburfedo. ofthe 37rh 






regiment of foot the do. 






made for do. from 4 Aug. 






1775 to 24 Dec. follow- 






ing 


71 17 


9' 


^Mar* 26. ToJamesMeyricky Efq.to 






enable him to reimburfe 






the non-commiilioned 






officers atid private men 






of fundry regiments of 






foot, the ftoppages made 






for the paymafters and 






furgeons allowances 


■ * , 




from 25 June 1775, to 






24 Dec. following 


787 10 


.2 


To Meffrs. Roberts, to ena- 






ble them- to reimburfe' 


^ 




do. of the 27th artd 38th 






regiments of foot the do; 






made for do. from do. to 






do. 


»S5 5 


-3 


To Meffrs. Adair and Bui- 






lock, to enable them to 




- 


reimburfe do. of the 4th, 






25th>and 47tb regiments 







Carried over 243419 i§ 109993 1 ^ ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A. 1777. ^ D E B A T E S, ; " gij 

bausof ' I. s. J. ^. 1.4 

Warirants^ Brought over 3434 19 If »©9993X ^ 4l 

bf foot the do* made for 

do. from do. to do* %%% la 7 f 

To Sir Charles Montagu, '. 

to enable him to. reim* 

burfedo. of the oA regi- 
ment of foot the dd» made 

fordo, from do. to do« 57 o 8. 

To James Fitter, Efq. to 

enable him to reimburfe 

do. of sthe 15th and 55th . 

regiments of foot, the 

ftoppages made fpr do. 

from 5 Auguft 1775, to . 

SI4 Dec. following - 142 14 8 . ; • 

To Meflrs. Rofs and Grayi. ., 

to enable them to. reim- 

burfefdo.. of fuhdry regi- 
ments of foot' the do» m^de 

for do. from 25 June 

I77S» ^o 24 December ^ - 

1776. following 857 13 8 

May 17. To Hugh Jofiah Hanfard^ 

Efq. to enable him to xe- 

imburfe do. of the 45th 

regiment of foot the do. . , 

made for do. from do. to 

do. ,83 4 .9, 

22* To Me0rs. Cox and Mair, 

to enable them to reim- 
burfe do. of fundry regi- . 

ments of foot the do. . 

made for do. froni do. . 
^ to do. 1293. 18. 6 

Oft. ,3. To James Meyrick, Efq. for 

his Majefty*s allowarKe, 

of bread money to ibe 

aSth, 33d, 46th, 64th^ 

and '7oth regim^ts of 

foot flationed in Chat- 
ham barracks, Tinmouth, 

and Edinburgh caftle . 409 50 



VouV. 
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Od. 31* ToMelTrs* Adair am* But- ; 
1776. lock, to «iii)*# thcmto ' 

reimburfe the non-com* 

mi i&oned officers and pffi* 

vateineoofthe4th^ %i%\if 

and 47th regiments oif - 

foot, thoftopfiages mtde 

for the furgeon and pcqf* 

mailers allowances, froito 

25 I^ec, 17751024X11110 

1776 • ^73 It rOf 

To Edward Bifliof)|)> Efl|* 

to enable him to feivf^ 

burfe^do..oif «iio 5th and 

29th regiments of fo^ the V 

do. maSc for da« from^to. ' 

to do« t04 r 9 

To Meflrs* Meyridb t« 

enable them to reimborfer 

do. of fundry regimentt 

of foot tft^ dte% made for ' 

do; from do. to do.^ 933 <^ *& . 

ToLieutenant-general Arm* 

ftrong, to enable Wm^td 

reimburfe do. of the 8th^ 

regiment of foot the d«r« ' 

madei fo^ del. from do« to 

do: ^ 6 t^ 

ToMeflrs* Rofs and'Gray,^ 

to enable them to retm< 

burfc do. of fundrjr- re* ' * 

gime^ts of foot tb^ ^ 

made'fordo. fjNMD i^* to 

dcf. 1614 la f* 

Tq Adam Wood, E<^. to 

enable bjm to reimborfe 

the oon*commi(Ebiied of- ; ^ 

ficers and prif ate ts^n of 

the 31ft regiment of feet • 

the ftbppages mad<^ fof 

the fttrgedns'Wl paymaf« 
^■'-- ■.• » . ^ ■> ■■ ■ I ■■ . ■■ h ■ 

U i'\ ^ X V CSMSidov^ ' %^i4,n-^ 8i 109993} o 4| 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Dates of I. ^ rf. ^/ ^i j^. 

fFanann. Brooghtovtr 0724 ]« 8| 1099^1 O M 

/ ters allowances front af • * * 

[ Dec. 1775 t9 04 JuM 

i^ , 1 7761 ftii4 for the- allows 

ancc of bread fnoney to * ' V? 

i ^ the faid regiment, frotn f : 

i Jan.toa3jonei276 2|0 r^ a 

To Meflrs. Anderion and 
I Richardfon^ to tfnaW« 

I fhem to reimburfd the 

I non-oommiffioAed ofB<^ 

cers, &c. of the^4ad# , '. 

j^ or Hoyal Highland ''tegi^ 

I ment of foot th6 do* 

made for do, frorar 4j( 
Dec. 1775, to a4 Jumr 
^1776 tW y « 

To H- J. Hanferd, E(q. to , : 

enable him to reintbuffe 
do, of the 4Cth reglift^nt 
of foot the (fo made for' 

do. from d6. to do. ^ ft Id /— 

To Sir Charles Montbgof, 
to enable him to tcJiixt- 
biirfe do. of the adfegt- 
mcnt of foot the do. mart* 
for do. from do. to do« %i %% -^ 

Nov. 15. To James Fitter, Efq-^ 10 

enablfc h4iA I* reimburfe > ^ 

do. of the 15th and tftb 
regiments of foot tiK dtf, ^ 
made for do. from d<^. kf 
do. 
55* To Mcflrs. Roberts, to #ntf-i 
ble them to reiolbiirtii 
do. of the 27ih and39rh ^ 
regiiAenrt of Ittftt the do. ' *' 
made for do. frotp ia^Ui • / r . . ! ' 

do. %i^t fft ft ^ 

Dec. 20. To Sir Eyre Coot*y \is . 

enable him to reimfiOrfe 
' do. of the 37th rcgHrtetft 

:\ CarrkldM^. ^78! \t t\ 109993I 6 4{ 

P a 
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ijymrrut»tst Brought wc* -^9678 16 h\ 10999JI o 4^ 

of foot the do. nuqle for , . 

do. from do. to dou .^109 * t 10 

- ': . »ii; t II ■ II I . 9787 18 JCj 
Feb. 17* To James Mcyrick^ Efq* 

for lofles fuftained. bv. 

the officers of; the 28m r . 

regiment of focft on . . 

boird the tranfports irt . j 

the dorms on the 19th 

and 2othOd. 1775 > .12212 # 
'to Anne Bofcawen^ wi- '. > . 

dow of Lieutenant Genel ' 

ral Bofcawen, to enable . 

her to replace fundry ao-<^ . 

coutrements, Sccbelong- 

ing t6 23d regiment of 

foot, loft in the anions 

of the 19 Aprttand 17 .. 

June, againft the rebels 

in North America . . 78 y 9 
May 6. To EdcDotid Armftrong, . 

£fq. for lofles fuftainoi 

by fundry officers of the 

32d regiment of foot in 

the wreck of the Rock* 

inghain tfanffJOrt on the . 

co^tft of Ireland, on 22 

December 1^75 €24. 14 # 

To Meflrs. RofsandGray, 

in full fatisfaAion for 

the lofles fuftained by. ., 

the ^Mftream regi« 

mentof foot guards^ in - 

the fire at the Savqy 

barracks, on the 3d of . 

March 1776 237 8 8. 

May 1 7. , To Mcflrs. Cox and Mair» 

to b£ paid over to the 

colonels of the 22d and 

40th regiments of foot, 

in fullcompenfation.for .. 
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A. 1777' ViyEB'ATES/ ^17: 

J)aiisif • £. s. d. £. s. rf.i. 

fVarrants. BjEou^Ht Oyer: io6a i& 5 110971819 3|\ 

the loflTes they fuftathed ,1 

by the clothing of their. ' ; . .l 

refpe&ive regiments for 

the yearvi7«, t^ng 

taken by the rebels at . .\. '^\ 

Philadelphia . 1*277 5 4 

ToColoncfWiUjaiiiAin*, 

herft^ to replace fun-^ . ^ ^ ,.; 

dry acpoutrements and 

clothing of the 32d re-i . . 

gimcnt of foot, loft in 1 

the wreck of the Rock* '*'-•*{, 

ingham tranfport, on Z. 

the coaft yf Irelandythe 

22 Dec. 1775 . 515 17 10 

^pt« 1 6. To Sergeant Carter, of do. : . 

1^76. regiment, for loffcs fuf- 

tained by hipi qn the 

wreck of do. tranfport 50 o O ' 

ToCapt.Humph. Owen, 

of the 7xft regiment of 

foot,foidp. f^ftain^d by 

him on the taking of , 

the Gafpee fchooner by 

the rebels in America 

in theye^r 1775 145 p f 

V^. 3. To Lieut. Col. Fletcher, 

of the 32d regiment of 

foot,fordo.fuftainedby / 

him in th$ wreck of the 

Rockingham tranfport 180 O o 

iTyS* To , Major General Scot, 
0^- '23. in lieu of 353 days {littp 
oQrecks tor the addi- 
tionals {o the 26th regi- ; . 
mem of foot 878 7 Q. 

To Sir Robert iHamilton, 
in lieu of 353 days do. 
for do. of 40th regi«T 
luc^t of foot - 878 7 a 



3^3» I 7 
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'^'^f'^v ,:^^^?''tt''^/ ^75614 e 1112950 o xt^ 

1776. To the Earl of Loudon, 
Feb. 17. in K\t\x of 40 days do. 
fordo, of jdre^ment 
of foot guards itfo f i 1 

April i8* ToEarlCornwalUs,inHcu 
of 384d4ys(to. fpfdo. 
m^ of 33drerimcntof foot 413 13 11 

May 3i# To Major General Mac- 
kay, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 2ift re- 
giment of foot ' 9p ^ 8 
June 28* To Major General Frafcr, 
in lieu of 49 days do. for 
his regiment of foot 864 12 I 
To Lord Fred^ricl^ Ca^* 
^ vendifli, in lieu of 79 
^ days do, for do. of 34th 

regiment of foot %% H^ % ' 

To MajorGeneralBlphin- 
(lone, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 53d re- 
• giment of foot 85 « « 

Tp Major General Frede-^ 
rick, in lieu of 384daysi 
do. for do. of 54th re- ' 
giment of foot 413 13 lO 

To Sir A. Houghton, in 
lieu of 79 days do. for 
do. of 31ft regiment of 
foot • : 80 ^ 8 

To Major General Tay- 
lor, in lien of 79 days 



do. fordo, of 24th regi* 
ment of foot 

To Lieut. General Eve- 
lyn, in lieu of no days 
oiFrecks lor the a^diti- 
cnals of the a9th regi* 
ment of foot 

To LordLigonier, in lieu 



»5 a I 



III If 7 
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M^rntnts* . Bronghf t vcr 4074 j %' III295P tp i^lv 

of 140 days do, for do^. 

ofothfoQt i$Q t^ i 

To Nlajor General Pref- 

ton, in lieu of 279 daya 

do, for doi of -J 7th regi- 

rment of dragoons 373 9 4 

ToMajorGeneral Parker^ 

in lieu of 79 days dCu for 

do. of ^oth regiment of . 

foot %$ 2 ^ 

ToSirJohnlrwii^e^inlieu . 

of 384 days doi foi do. 

of 57th regimentof foot 413 |j 10 
Xo Major Gen. Tones, in 

lieu of 79daysdc>. fcrdo. 
1776. of 62d regiment of foot 85 ? jt 
&P^t,i4. To Earl Waldegrave, in 

lieu of49dAysdo. for dq^ ^ 

of the 2d or Cold({rean>. 

regimentof foot guard's t6o I8 II 
To MajorGen.Bvrgoyney 

in lieu of 172 days do. 

for do. 1 6th regiment of 

dragoons ( 43I a 0^ 

To his Roy al I^ighnefs the 

Duke of Gloucefter, in 

}ieu of 49 da js do. for 

do. of tl^e firft regimeQt 

of foot guards 250 5 3 



•fM 



M4r«, ^9* Tq Lieut. (Senoral Havir 

land, for providing di- 

Verscampneceffirietfbr 

the45th regimentof foot ^67 13 O 
To Lieut, Gen. Monck- 

ton,for providf ngdd. for 

thei 7th regiment of foot 85 4 9 
ToSirWilliamJfowcfq? 

providing 4o» for thQ 

23d regiment of foot 967 I3 Q 
1^0 Majqr G#n« £s^ri«, 



^9iif 4 I 
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Dausef £^ ^* ^* , £• ^* ^• 

WarraMs. ^ Brought over 6ao 16 6 11x8976 5 3^ 

for providing io* for the 

28th regiment of foot 85 4 o 

To Earl Cornwallis, for 

do. provided for the 33d 

regiment of foot 85 4 o 

To Colonel Vaughap, for 

do. provided for the 46th 

regiment of foot 85 4 q 

To Major General Pome* 

roy, for do. provided 

the 64th regiment of 

fcpt 267 ij o 

To Major General Taylor, 

for do. provided for the 

^4th regiment of foot 267 13 9 
To E^rl Percy, for do. 

provided for the 5th re* ' 

gimentoffoot ^67 13 

To Major Gen? Evelyn, 

for do. provided for the 
^776. 29th regiment of foot 267 13 o 
Apr.15. To Sir J. A.Oughton, for 

do* provided for the 31ft ^ 

regiment of foot r 267' 13 o 

ToSir William Boothby, 

fordo, provided for x\it 

6th regiment of foot tl6y 13 Q 

ToLordLigonier^for pro* '■ 

viding camp neceffaries 

for the 9th regiment of 

foot. 267 13 Q 

To Lord Efandford for do. 

provided for the loth do. 267 13 9 
To Major General Gif- 

bofne, for do. provided 

for the i6th ditto 267 13 Q 

To Major General Parker, 

for do. provided for the 

20th do. . 267 13 O 

To JLieiit. General Gage, 

Carried over 3552 12 o ii 18976 5 3I 
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HTurrmts. Brought over 3552 12 o 11 18976 5 jj 

for do. provided for the 

aad ditto a67' 13 o 

. To Lord F- Cavendifli, for 

do. provided for the 34th 

do. 267 13 o 

To Sir R. Hamilton, for 

do. provided for the 40th 

do. 267 13 o 

To Lieutenant-general Ca- 
rey, for do. provided for 

the 43d do, 267 13 o 

. To Gen. Abercromhie, /or 
> do. provided for the 44th 

do. 267 13 o 

To Sir John Clavering, for 

do. provided for the 52d 

do. 267' 13 o 

To Sir J. Irvine, for do. 

provided the 57th do. 267 13 o 
To Col. Jones, for do. pro- 
vided for the 62d do. 267 13-0 
To Major-gen. Grant, for 

do. provided for the 63d 

do. 267 13 p 

To Lieut.-gen. UrmftoHf 

for do. provided for the 
1776. 65th do. , " : 267 13 

I^prili6. To Lord John Murray, ibf 

do. provided for the 42d 

do. 448 13 © 

To the Earl of Cavan, for 

do. provided for the 15th 

do. * 267 13 CL 

To do. for do. provided for 

the 55th do. * 186 ift Q 

Xo Majoi*"-^eh. Campbell, 

for do. provided for the 

35th do. 
Tc? Majoi<-gc!i. Burgoyne, 

fdr'do. provided for the 

z6th do. dragoons 5^5 ^ 3 



267 13 
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tyarrmntsn Brought over 79915 8 51118976.5 ||, 

* To Majcur^gen. Caoning- 

ham, for do. provided ^ 

the 14th do. foot ^5 4 <9^ ' 

To M^jcyr^geii^* Mackay, 

for do. provided, for tht 

aid do. ^67 13- 

To Majo^gen. Maitland, 

lor do. provided for the 

49th do, 267 13 o 

To Major- gen. Elphin- 

ftoDc, fordo, providedfbr 

the 53d do. 267 I J % 

To Majox:-gcn. Ff fderick» . 
^ for do. provided f or tbe 
*776- ^Sfhdo. ^ 8S ♦ * 

April 1 8* To Lieut.r>gen.. Hodgfon« 

for do. provided for tb4 . , 

4th do. ^67 I J c» 

To Sir Guy Carleton, for 

do« provided for the 47tb 

do. a^ 13 o 

To Sir Eyre Coplei for do. 

provided for the 37th dp. ^^67 13 o 
22. To the Earl of Loudon, for 
do. provided for the do* 
tachmei^offoofguarcU 468 no 
May 6. To Major-gen. Mailey,for^ 
do. provided fcfr the 271^ 
do. of foot S5 4 o 

To Major-gen. Kgot, for 
dor provided for the 38ih . -, 
do* , 267 13 o 

17. To Major-gen. Frafer, fpr 
do. providej for the 71ft 
do. 881 9 9 

To L!eut,.gen. Armftron^ 
for do. provided for the 
8th do. 167 13 cr 

.,.., ^^.^ 1174a 4 3 
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Feb« 14. To the Earl of Loudon, 
17^6. for has horfes for a de- 
tachment ffom th# three 
^ * j-egiments of foot guards 

ordered on fervice in 
North America 2io p o 

55. To Lord John Murray, 
for has horfes for the 42d 
regiment of foot, order-^ 
cd on fervice {n North ^ 
America lio o q 

To Major-gen. Cunning- 
. hatn and Gilborne, for 
bas horfes for thff 14th 
and 1 6th dor ordered in 
fervice in do. aio o o ^ 

To Sir William Boothby, 
for bas horfes for the 
6th regiment of do. or- - 
deredt^do« up a ^ 

JWay 31 • To Major-gen. Frafer, for 
bas horfes for the 71ft 
do. ordered to do. Iiao ^ o ; 

y*cl). 14. To the Earl of Leudoii> ' 87a o o 

for baggage horfes for a 
detachment from the 
three re^ments of foot 
guards/ ordered on fei:* 
vice in -do. 175 P o 

l^ar. 15. To Lord John Murray^ 
for do. of the 42d regt* 
ment of foot, ordered on 

do. in do. lai 50. ^ 

To Major-gen. Cunning- 
liam and Gilborne, for 
do. of the 14th and x6tli 
do. of do* brdered on dp. 
in do. 3S7 10 fl 

' To Sir WilBam Boothby, ; 
for do. for the 6th do. (^ 
^^ ^ ordered on dp. in 4p« 178 15 o 

■■ ■ ■■■ " ■ ' r ■ ■ ' ■ 

Carried oyer 93a 10 q h 31588 9 6| 

Digitized by VjOOQliS 



024 PARtlAMENT.ARY Aff^i 

ffarrofitSf Brought over' 932 |o t 1131588 9 61 

May 31, To Major-gen, Frifer, for 
1 7 76. the 7 1 ft do. of do, order- 
ed on do. in do, 4.53 150 

'T^-r rr— 1386 5 i| 

Feb. 14. To the Earl of London, 
for I oqday^ forage- mo- 
ney for . a detachment 
from the three regiments 
of foot guards, ordered 
on fervice in do, * 3S33 i^ o 

Mi^r. 15. To Lorcl. Jolin Murray, 

for 100 days do. for the ' 
42d regiment of foot, or- 
dered on fervice in do. ^50 
To Major-gen. Cunning- 
ham atyl Qifbpirne, for ^^ 
100 days do. each, for 
-the I4ih and i6th j-egiY 
tnents of do. ordered on 
fervice in dp. 445 q o 
To Sir William Booth|>y, , * 
for 100 days do. for the 
6th regimegt of <Jo. or- 
, flered oh fervice in do. 222 10 O . t 

May 31. To Major-gen. Frafer, for 
100 days do. for the 71ft 
regiment of do. Ordered 
on fervice in do. . 517 10 q 

— — ^-T— • 166S 15 
Feb. 5. To Edward Lewis, Efq, '. / - 

for a balance due to him 
for remitting, money tp 
the troqps in Weft Flo- 
rida, between 25 Aug. 

177a, and 24 Aug. 1775 . * t.- - S'Q ^^ 4 
June 13. To Kcnder Mafon, Efq. for the tife of , . 
himfelf and Witter Cuming,4ece^fed, 
for bal^jice^pf their account, for remit- 
ting money to Eaft Florida, between v 
25 0aober 1772, anil24Aug-i775^. 5^3 it 4 
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Warrdntt. ' -' Brou|ht over 

Mar. 22« To Robert Adair, Efq. to enable him to 

:^x 776. - ' fatisfy fuch bills as may be drawn upon 

him for the pay of divers extra furgeons 

and iRargeon's mates, in the ceded 

iflands, &c. £^. 1000 o o 

Aprit22; To do. for do. 2000 o o 







'«s 


J135726 


II 


3i 



3000 O Of 



Jan. 29. To Lielit.-col. William Roy, deputy 
I ^ • . quarter-mailer-general, to reimburie 

\ him his travelling expenfes in 1775 35^. I a 

[ To Lieut.-gen, Harvey^ for his contin- 

gent difburfements as adjutant-'general 
I t ! to 24 December 1775 416 ix o 

»Fcb* 5. To George Gamier, Efq. for medicines 
I . and materials by him provided for the 

i forces- in England, the Weft Indies, 

|. Africa, and North America, in the 

year 1775 7277 16 '4 

' To Capt. Andrew Frafcr, commiflary at 
Dunkirk, for poftageof letters, ex- 
preflcs, &c. for the year 1775 47 17 ^ 

Mar. 12. To Sir George Ofborne, for providing an 
equipage as commiiTary of the muiters 
for the foreign troops 500 o o 

^15. To John Trotter, Efq. for providing 
hofpital bedding and divers utenfils 
for the life of the forces at Dominica 
and St. Auguftine 96 13 8 

April 3. To Sir Jamfes Efdaile, in full fatisfaftion 
for fundry accoutrements provided for 
• the light infantry in the province of 
Quebec 2010 '4 o 

29. To Col. Guy Johnfon, fuperintendant of 
India afiairs, ii! advance, and in part of 
,. : ' his account for the pay of officers and 
incidental expenfes in his department^ 
between 25 Mar. 1775, and 25 Mar. 
1776 2000 o o 

May 17- To Lieut.-col. Samuel Townfhcnd, for 
his contingent difburfements as fuper- 
intendant of the recruiting fervice from. 
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fVarmnti* Brouiht over 1 151 427 14 8| 

4$ June 1775, to 24 Dettmber fot^ 
I776, lowing I4f S ^ 

May 20. To W hitwell iBiitler, EHj. for the r«fit of 

a hbufe at Senegal^ for the ufc of th4( 

chief juft'ure of the province of Sefie* 

ganibia» ended 7 Feb. 1776 M^ ^ ^ 

44» To Cot. Guy Johnfon, for expcpfes at- 

reDdiiig fome Itidiaa thie% duxiog 

their refidence In London 515 5 ^ 

3r. ToCohWilkinsjinfuUfatisfoaionMd 

difeharge of the like fum ex^nded by 

him in carrying on the public works in 

the Illinois couf)try Iia i% t 

June to. 'to Richard Clarkoi for the expenfe and 

loires of his ion, in brij)gii>g to this 

cmintry, from Qj^ebec^ by fbe direC*^ 

tions of the commander in chief in 

Canada I four pi lots> two deferters, and 

one pr^foner, from the rebel army %i% 13 o 

I2» To the Landgrave of Heffe C^rffel, for 

levy -money of com mi (Honed ofEceri 3991 19 4f 

ao* ITo John E^llis, £rq.(for the purchafe and 

keeping of a fchooner for the fervke 

of the province of Weft Florida^ from 

1 Jan. 1776, to I Jan* 1777 . 3^5 ^ o 

28^ To Col. Cha. Rainsfordy for diters tt^ 

penfes incurred by hun in the paSage 

of the regiment of Hanau infaittry 

and company of aiftillefy^ to the place 

of their embarkation for North An3«« 

rica 516 9 o 

July 3, To Col. Morrifon, for his contingent 

<lifburfiements as quarter •mailer ^^^^ 

ncral, fwxn 25 Dec* 1775* to i^ June 

1776 303 10 o. 

5. ToJeremiahPerry»toreim1mrfehUii hts ^ 

^xpenfes in bringing over miffionariea 
^ , .^from the MufquitjO Indians, in the 

year 177s , $53 »'«> ' ^^ 

8. To Major-gen. Haldimand, for his ex-» 
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ff^4trtanU* Btoug&tover ** 158550 7 it J 

penfes^ Mid in lieu o^ pay while he 
aSed «s Cotnnfianrferift chief in North 

V ' America^ during the abfence of Lieun- 
1776* general Gage 3033 17 

Jiily 12. To Ifaat Barr*, Thomas 'Fit tmaurice, 

and David Roberts^ Efors. fer the ba» 

lance of the atdount of Ulyfles Fit2* 
- ' '^ maurice, Efq. deceafed, late governor 

of the iilands of GrenStda^ Dominica, 

&c. • ^ 263 15 3i 

Aug* %*. To William Beft, Ef<|% for contingent 

difburffetuents^of the three Hanoverian 

battalions at Gibraltar, from S9 Nov. 

1775,* t©^ 24 Dec, following i as o • 

V %o do. for the extraordinary expenfes of 
the Hanoteriaft troops in their paiTage 
to Gibralter and Minorca, Iri confe* 
quence of part of them having been 

% . ^ftranded at Dunkirk and the ifle of Rhe 86414 a^ 

Aog. 17. To Patrick George Craufovd, Efq. for 
his expenfes and trouble in carrying 
6331^1* ios» to Meife CaiTel 254 18 3 - 

To H . J^ Han fard, for tlw freight of th^ 
I L. :t -fchooner Trial, hired ta bfing dif* 
I patches from Senegal • 393 . -»a d 

I To David Gordon, for his expenfes and 

trouble in carrying 5<>aoK to Portf- 
I , mouth, for the fubfiftc^e of the 2d * 

I divifion of the Brunfwkfc troops 5* *7 . 8 

i To Thomas Harley, Efq» for the ey*» 

[ penfes- of packing, t-murance, and 

i ' > V . . charges of clothing fent to Canada, for 
I the feivke of the forces there 993 ^ -^ 

! Aug. J g. To John Trotter, Efq% for providing 
' ' ' hofpital-bedding, &c. for the itfc ot " 
the forces at St. Augnftine and Do* 
I ininica ^2 I3 3 

To do. fot: pxovidlngdo. feftheufe of *: 

- : : the fick recruits in Chatham Wracks ^i a o 

17. To R. P. Taylor, Eftji to.be fiaid over -. •-' 

to a tranflator of German vouchers 25 ^ o 

CarjTied over x 164724 6 J^ 
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Datei of £. u d. 

Warrants^ Brought over 1164724 6 ^\ 

Sept. 1 6. To Lieut. -eOL Townfhend, for his con^ 
1776. tingent cxpenfe in fuperiQtendiog the 

recruiting fcrvice to 24 Jiinc 1 776 258 6 7 

0(SU 3* To Capt. Richard Bailie, of the 62d reg^ 
for his contingent expenfes as.ailiftant 
to the quarte^-oiafler-general in North ' 
America, from 18 Nov. 1775, to 10 
Sept. 1776 158 8 i 

8. To the Hereditary Priiicc of McffeCaflcl 
for levy- money of commiflioned offi- 
cers of the regiment of Hanau ^ 123 15 1 
30. To Governor Tonyn, for the keeping up 
a fchooner for the fervice of the pro- 
. vince of Eaft Florida, for one year, 
to 29fh Auguft 1777 417 5 o 
3t'. To Robert Adair, Efq. to reimburfe him 
feveral Turns paid on account of the 
hofpitals, and for his contingent dif« 
burfements, to 24 June 1770 7j6 t x 
. )fov. I2« To John Blackburn, merchant, for vic«» 
tualling and . maintaining the vefTels 
employed on ihe lakes- Ontario, Erie, 
and Huron, in North America, from 
10 May 1775, to 10 May 1776 2400 6 O 
, .13« To Thomas Harley, Efq. for packing,- 
freight, carriage, infurance, and 
^ charged, in fending clothing to the in- 
valids doing doty in fundry gatrifons 3^5 lo 10 
To Jacob WiTkinfonj Efq. on account of 
the works carrying on at. the barracks 
at St, Auguftine^ ia the province of 
. Eaft Florida 
J[^c.ji4. To George Gamier, Efq^ for medicines, 
&c. already provided, and tp be pro* 
vided by him, for the forces in England, 
the Weft Indies, Africa, and' Worth 
: America 
5". To Col. William Faucitr, for an equi- 
page as commiflary in Germany 306 % 6 
19. To John Powell, Efq.. for the contingent 
• . .1- -» M l _ I . ■ 1, 1 I, 
- - Carried over 11 75099 16 li 
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if^arrahts. Brought over 1175099 f6 x\ 

ctcs. 6f hU office as d^iity psymffter 
^ Quebec, for thcee jtAi%^ to 24 June 
«77^. 1776 IT'S 3 ^ 

Doc. 31. To. ViDcent Msthhis^ Efq. for fivight 
and charges paid on three cofifignmehts 
^ of clothing for the Brunfwick troops . 
in America, forwarded tirbin Hamburgh 
1777* to London 95 ^^ 7 

jrap« 3. To Captv Wiiiiam Pawletf > being his Ma* 
jetty's royal bounty for (he lofs of his 
leg on fervice in North Americfa^ and 
1776^ the expenfes of his cure 21 ft '3 6 

Jan. 13. To Col. Gcibrge Morrifon» for his con- 
tingencies as qiiarteromafter^general 
from 2$ June 1776^ xq 24 Dectmber 
following 299 to O 

T^ William- Rice, furveyor of the horfe^ 
guards^ to be paid over to feveral a#ti- 
ncecs in full fatis&dion for work done 
by them in repairs, 2(c^ at Whitehall, 
the Tilt-yard, St« James's^ Kenfmg- 
ton, Sooieriet-houfe, Hampton-court, 
&c, between 25 December 1774, and ' 
,15 December 1775 1546 17 % 

17. To Abraham Prads, Efq. in full fatisfac- 
tion an^ difcharge of all damages and 
coAs difbuf fed by him, on account of a ^ ' 
profecutioa commenced againfi him in 
the year x J59, ior ^on-perforflciahce of 
^ contra^ . mad^ between him and 
ThosnasOrby Hunter, Efq. i^l r7 6 

2C. To Capt. Hugh Lor4, for the expenfe 
of a clerk during the time he com- - 
manded in the liltnois (Country 7560 

Pay of the 17th, afth, 28th, 46th, and 
55th regiments of foot, for 143 days,, 
from 4"Aug» 1775, to 24 Dec. follow- 
ing, both iflclufive, at 2891. itfi^ 6d. 
per diem each 21432 ^ 6 
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Vouj^ Q. The 
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, The Houfc \v\ Committee on the bill to fufpend the habeat 
corpus a£k. 

Sir Grey CQopcr moved an amcndmeot, to remove, as he 
faid, any ambiguity in the firfl enafiing claufe y though he 

robferved, there was no occafion for fuch expIanttioHt as it 
was obvious that the locality, of the offence was* fufficiently 
defcribed by the words " America, high feds, and piracy ;" 
that thewQfds^ ** faid crimes, or either of them," could 
have no reference but to the feveral fpecies \A c^ence imme- 

, 4i^dy preceding; and that the general power of coBimif*- 
ting, invefled in the Crown; and contained in thedefcription, 
** his Majefty*s domhiions,*^ was e^ridently referable to the 
offences dated in the preamble ^nd claufe itfelf^ as well as. in 

.thcr title of the bill ; but, however, to remove all doubt re- 

^fpefling the jtrueleg^l import and conftrudion uf the claufe, 
the prefent ^naendment w^ intended to fpecify and confine 
the offence therein defcjribed, to America and the high feas, 

^ and the fpecies of crime to treafon and piracy; 

Mr. Fielde faid, he faw no manner of fervice In the claufe 
now offered.; it. left the master ju(l as it found it : it was not 
the place where thefaS wascommilted, that roufed the jea- 
loufy of the nation ; it vva3 the power of comtnimng within 

, the realm, at pleafure on fufpicidn ; and the other power of 
committing to any place, fpecially appointed, within the 
wide circuit of his Majelly's dominions. A poflible abufe, 
.or father mifcondrudion of the clavi{e,'as it origiflally flood, 
might.be made ; but the powers of committing on fufpicbn, 
within the kingdom, imd/to wMtever place the minifter 
might think proper^ were of fuch a nature in themfelves, that 
if they were meant to beexercUed,. which he fuppofed they 
were, or if they ihould be eX'ercifed, they would inevitably be 
produd^iveofthe.greateflhardihips, cruelty, and injudice. If, 
tjierefbre, miniflers were determin^ not to reien]f,but to car- 
ry the meafuretbrough, with aUitlimperfedtons, they would, 
after defining the offence^ as refpe^ling Atnerica, confine the 

^operation of the bill to that country^ and intrbduce a diflind 
claufe, which (hould fufpend the hahas corpus aA in Great 
Britain and Ireland, for a limited time, which would fully 
anfwer every ofleniible purpofe of the bill, as well as in its 
prefent form. He objected to other parts of the bill, and f e- 
..cotiimeaded (Irongly to adminiflration to makea<iifFeience 
between perfons taken in arms, and fuch as only fubmitted to 
the refpeSive governments where they refided, and. to the ci- 
vil power and controleftabliihed by the means of an ufurped 
authority.. , .... i« . ^,^ Lord 
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Lord Korih drongly urged the neceflity there was for 
firengthening government at this critical period* He faid it 
^ould be impoiiihle to carry on public buimefs without* dele- 
luting ^powers to the Crown^ on extraordinary ocCafionSi 
which would not be proper, becaufe they would not be 
wanting, on ordinary occaiions. Parliament were the bed 
judges when and to whom to intruil fiich extraordinary 
powersi If the prefent was a time that called for fucb a confi- 
dence oh the part of Parliament! and that Parliament were 
.fatisfied that the King's fervants would not call for an impro- 
per power, or abufeany power, the poiTeffion of which might 
be deemed necetfary for the public fafety and fecurity, then 
c^very argument on a poflibie abufe of the prefent propofed 
law mult fall to the grounds On the pther handi if Parlia- 
ment (hould entertain any jcaloufy that the law would be 
wrefted from its real intention, to purpofes not avowed, or 
purpofely concealed, then moft certainly Parliamait would do 
well tp withhold the powers defiredby this bilk For his part» 
he did not wilh to prefs for any new power j theHoufe muft 
judge, and whichever way the Houfe determined, he fliould 
cheerfully acquiefce in its judgment* The only material ob- 
jedion he heard offered againft the bill, was that now obviated 
by the amendment propofed by bis honourable friend[Sir Grey 
Cooper]. Whatever the learned Gentleman who ipoke laft 
might think, the amendment, in his opinion, cleared up the 
ambiguity of the exprefiion fo much complained of on the 
fec6nd reading. If the oppofers of the bill meant that it 
Ihould retain any efficacy at all, they muft now reft fatisfied 
and content : for to talk of apprehending perfons only upoa 
legal proofs previoufly ftated, or after apprehenfioq onlyde-. 
taining them till they could be releafed by a writ of habeas 
C9rpuSf was in fyO. not debating the claufes of the billy but 
controverting its very principle— the neceffity, at this critical 
feafon, of ftrengtheoing the hands of government. 

Mr. Dempjier replied pretty fully to his Lordfliip, and 
agreed that liis Lordibip was perfe£tly right in one part of his 
argument, where he fslid, that tbofe who oppofed the bill, 
though they feemed defirous to mend it^ in fa6i difapproved 
of the priiiciple'cn which it proceeded. He acknowledged 
the obfervation to be perfefily juft ; for though he willied the 
bill were rendered lefs noxious, even if it were amended^ 
he Ihould give it a direSt negative in the laft ftage. There 
was only one point in which he and the nobfleLord agreed, 
and that was, if the neceiSty were (hewn, the propriety of 
fafjpending x\ithabt^c»rfus z& would foUov^ of courfe : no 

Q^a grouodS) 



Digitized by 



Google •" 



4S2 P A RX ! A M fe 1^ T A R Y A. 1777. 

grounds; or indeed dedcnt pretence for any Aich neceflity, 
having heen ftated, all arguments under any fuch pretext 
^ere at an end; He rrioved an amendment to the bo^dy of tHc 
bill, limiting the obje£h of it, for the better proteftion of tlw 
inhabitants of Great Britain.' , ' * 

Lord North rofe again, and fatd, he thought the amen^- 
ttletit unneceflary ; for that the inhabStanrts of Great Britain 
wanted no fUch feourity, they v^erte not within the ^ft ; and 
if any one was unjuftly imprifoned, this aft would not pro- 
teft the injury, the party would have Hs aftlon, andthfe 
warrant, if a bad on^, would derive no legality from thiis aft. 

Mr* Mojfey obferved, this was no anfwer to the objeftion 
(of Mr. Dempfter) ; he thought the objeftion might be re- 
moved without faerffictng the real objefl of theaft, otherwife 
be (hould not have fupported it. To fay the party has his ac- 
tion, was no reafon fbr depriving him of the hahai c&rpus, 
'thn.t our forefathers had their aflion, before any of the ha*- 
ieas. corpus afts were pafted, and they found it a very infuffi- 
Ctent protcftionr, and fo they would again, if driven to that 
alotw. If the amendment could not be received, fie (hould 
vote fcir the bill withoutit, which he thought a very necefTary 
one;* but he recommended to admimftration to adopt a provi- 
Cort-of this fort themfelves, and make it their own ^fti hthit 
ihe bill Ihould pafs. , 

Mr, Fieide alfo approved of Mr. Dempfter*s amendftient, 
ind fjpokc in fupportof it. '"^ 

Lord Advocate of Scotland. [Mr. Dundas] fpoke warrnlv 5ft 
Favour of Ihc biH as it originally ftood; and contended, If 
ftecefflty was a good 'ground, that neceffity moft apparently 
and ihcontrovertibjy exifted at preffent. . He faid, that the 
hands of government called for every affiftance it was in the 
power 6f Parliament to delegate or cx^atc. - It wasabfurdtd 
the laft degree, to exprefs a confidence in the Crown arid its 
minifters) and yet mix it with the moft childifh fears, ^nd 
Worft-founded fufpicions. To adt thus, was to qualify the 
truft now fought in fuch a manner, as to render it totally ufer 
lefs or inefficacious* • ^ 

Right horn T, Townjhend faid, the amendment [Sir Grey 
Cooper'is] would anfwer no one fubftarttial purpoft. There 
<1ioitld be a lifte dirawn betWeien the idhocent and the guilty i 
the degree -iof probability afttctidingthe fufpicion, the degree . 
©f guilt, (Concerning vifhieh that fnfpicion arolfe ; alidSimpde 
of redreis, ih cafes where ihe power gratited. by the bill was 
maiiifeftly or groffly abufed : Jn fltarr, it w^s, in his bpinion, 
arming mtnifters with a power evtry;*^frSiy Unprecedented and 
w • unknown 
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uftlmowjot tfa^QCM^fikotion ; dangerous ia jtfelf, and alarm'* 
mg to the lad degree. 

Mf i Paivjfs agamft the bill. 
^'*'Mr. fFallacc in favour of (hebill, in its amended fiate; 
aiid fatd» that the whole arguments on the other fide foppofed 
WL ^bufe of the powers granted by the bill ; he had a right to 
iiitp]K>fe the very contrary ; fo that with him, and every per^* 
fon !«vho thought' as hedid, every objedion raiiedon fuch t 
fiippofedabufe could have n6 weight. 

Mr« Morton confefled^ that he d\d not fee the bill exaSiy in 
the fame light with fcveral of his learned brethren, for whofe 
opinions he entertained the higheft refpe£k ; for by a natural 
rnterpreHation of the clauie» it was apparent^ that; the whcdt) 
ISllwas manifeftly at variance with the title and. preamble* 
TheUU was to punifh by due courfe of law, peifons guiky of 
tJie'O'inies of high treafon in Americiaand on the high feas | 
oTy .mone properly fpeakar^, to empower the Crown,' oH 
grounds of fufpicion, to apprehend and commit (ucb perfdtia^ 
as itfae. preamble dates, who have been or may be brought info 
tbis kingdom ; yet the part of the bill where this power of 
stp^rehending aitd detaining ]8< given^ idoes not Only give that 
poiwev, but a general power to take up an^ perfon,^no mattev 
jfer what crime. It was abfurd to £iy,. that the loeality ol^ 
the crime was /marked out by the bill ; for where wjis tho 
redud^ provided? No where, that be coirtd fee, btjitbyan 
application to the Privy Council, who we^e t6 ^e inveftcd 
with the power of the courts of coiaamon law. But the mif- 
chief wbuU be dqne, in the firft inftance, pttvious to any 
fuch application, and the habeas corpus afi: would be in fa£t 
fufp^dedj to all intents and purpofes, within the realm i for 
cximeb'Jipt pretended to have been committed within the 
rsaith. He was therefore clearly of opinion^ that it was better 
to fttfpend the h4ibeas corpus at once, by a daufe to be inferted 
tn the bill ; becauf^i, in that cafe, every man would know' 
what he had to depend on^ and evtry good fubjed would ac^ 
quiefce in a power civilly created for the publk: benefit. 

-Mr. Solicitor -General (Mr. tFidderburne) faidit was to^ 
the kft degree abfurd* to talk and reafon as if we wens al 
pa-efetU in* a ftntle 6f perfe£l tranquillity^ whereas nothing 
could be- more oppoftte to fuch a defirable (late of things. 
, Mr^Sergcant (7i^nfpokefora'CQnfiderabletimoagainftthe 
bill aiiiarge, as weU asthe amendment. He condemned the 
power given to the magiftrates,who, he faid, might ejtercife k 
to ferve thernbft bafe and oppreffive put pofes. It might be 
employed by the minifters to tScQi, the IpEKift cruel aAs Of 

0^3 tyranny ; 
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tyranny; and though the law tpight be open, ii^d the magi« 
ftratc might be convi£icdof falfc imprifonment, h wotiW-not 
probably be a farthing out of his own pocket ; but on the 
contrary, it might put fevcral hundred pounds into his pockety 
all which would be ultim^^tely drawn from the ptjbUc purle. - 
The Attorney General [Mrl ThurJow'] faid, one would bm 
inclined to think that the gentlemen on the.otherfide chof^ to 
forget the cuftomary conduft in times of public confufion* 
If they had not, they would have coriFeirod, thai it haA 
been always lifual to arm government withgr^atdifcretionary 

Eower&pro tempore. If thofe powers fliould be abufed, that would 
e a very proper fubjefl for Parliament hereafter to inquire 
into ;, but if Parliament entertained no fuch fufpicion, nor 
bad no right to entertain any fuch fufpicibn, it wasamoft' 
extraordinary mode of reafoning to argue againft the ufe of 
the bill frani the poffible abufe of it. As to the operation 
of the bill within the kingdom, it was an objeftion totally^ 
new. If giving intelligence to an enemy wasa fpecies of 
treaf6n,,whichfeveral well-authenticated cafes in the 'books: 
aiErmed it was, it would indeed be very ftrange, if a perfon 
guihy of treafon fliould efcape puoifhment becapfe he reiUed 
in the kingdom. On the contrary, if there were men in the 
•kingdom ai^fyvering, any fuch defcription,. that was one very 
. principal motive* in.hJs opinion, for pailingthe bill. 

, . The Cbcpmictee divided upon the amendment;propofed by 
Mr; Dempfter ; 125 againft it:^ and 25 for if. ' 

February 14. : , • 

. Order of the day for! receiving the report froni thecqth^- 
mittee on the. bill to fufpend the habeas carpus aift» ' ' 

- As the Speaker was going to receive the report, .the Hon. 
T. LuttreU ftood up, and fubmitted to the Houfp whedier it 
would not be improper, and highly indecent, to pcecipitate 
that bufinefs^ when there were not as yet fifty menibcrs pre- 
fent in the Houfe, and the Sheriffs of London, in behalf of 
the city, would arrive in a few minutes with a petttion againft 
that very ,bill which they wete now about to hurry through 
Parliament* He reminded'the Speaker, that above two him* 
dred members had yefterday been kept waiting for one indi- 
vidual member [Lord North] till four o'cloct, without tho 
leaft murmur or difcontent, and now fo unufual an imp^t*- 
tience w2|s to be expreffed) wljpn the firft oiEcers of the city, 
in the exercife of a moft important public duty, were coming 
to their bar. 

In a few minutes the iheriffs came^ and being called in, 
prefcntcd. the following petition, and withdrew. .- ' .» 

'. To 
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To the .Hon. the Commons of Great, Britain in Parliament 

affembled. 
The humble petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and* 
Conimons, of the city of London in 'Common Council 
affembled, (heweth, ' . ' 

That your petitioners have fcen a bill depending in this 
Honourable Houfe, to empower his Majefty to fecure and 
detain perfohs charged with, or fufpe^ied or, the crime of 
treafon committed in North America,, or on the high feas, 
or the crime of piracy. 

That if the faid bill do pafs into a law, your petitioner^ 
art apprehenfive it will create the greateft uneafinefs in the, 
minds of many of his Majefty 's good fubje£ts, and tend tq^ 
excite the moft alarming difturbances : all perfons indif* ' 
criminately1>eing liable', ppon the ground of fufpicion alone^i, 
without any oath made/ and without convening the parties^ 
or hearing what they can allege in their own juftification, to* 
bfe committed to a remote prifon in any corner of the realm, ^ 
thereto remain Without bail or mainprize. ^ 

'Thirt the habeas corf us aA, which is the great fecurity of 
the. liberties of the people, will be fufpended. 

That your petitioners are deeply affeSed with ^hat they 
conceive will be the dangerous coufequencis of fudh a law, as 
from little motives of refenlment, and various other induce- 
ments/ there may be perfons cdmpetent to commit, wliomay. 
be' tempted to exercife that power in its utmoft latitude and \ 

extent. .,**,. 

That meafures fo violent and unconftitutional, fo fiibver- 
fiveof the facred and fundamental rights of the people, and 
furbjefting Aem to \he moft crnel oppfreflion and bondage, 
will, in the judgment of your petitioners, be introdu6liveof 
every fpecies of mifchief arid confufion ; and thereby preci- ' 
pitate the impending ruin of this country, 

Yoor petitioners therefore eimfeftly Befeech this Honour- ' 

•"' afelc Hdufej That the (aid bjll mav riot pafs into a law^ ' 

oratifeaft to takefuch care as la their wifdom. may feem ^ 

' mceti 'to prevent it from being extended in itsoper^* 

' tion or tonftru<aion to any of his Majefty*? fubjedls re- ' 

fident in thefe kingdoms, 
Mr. Luttrell again* rofe, and fpoke with jgreat ;afp6f Ity^ 
againft: thc'WU, and thcfram^rs of it ; faid it was hot ohly 
arblti'ary and ambiguous, 6ut replete with' dahgcr to every 
Sndividuirin thisconntry ; andin its prefent form and extent 
. dir^dly contrary to the intentions avowed by the noble Lord ' 
^pL^d Jjprth] ahd his ftiirtiftetial coadjutors, when they 
, . c. ..^ » . Q^^ ■*. brought" 
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Brought it iiito the Houte* He fai<I the niorehe hes^r^ it 
4ifcuire(I> the more he wa^ convinced qF its importance to t!^ 
^ublicy and of miny qncopftitutional defign$ and outchtef* 
douched under it. 

Mr. SeiKpantG/ywi fpojie li^e^ife warmly aga^Uift th^ hiH; 
and inGfted, that, if it (hpuld pafs in its prefent forqi, l\o .^a,^v 
cbuld fay, however innocent,, loyal, or virtuous, bpw long 
he fliould be out qf a lo?ithfoine d»Meon. . 

Mr. ^ox was agafhft receiving the! report. lie laid nq 
tnan was fafe an infl^nt, (hotjldt;l)ep)-erent bill pais int^ a^ 
l|w. It.wbuTd a.^ra the worft and niofi profligate of the hu- 
niai> fjpecics ; ?ind give them a power ove^ the beft men % 
tKe nation. No miin would be fafe under it, utile^fsoi^tp cbuM 
fuppoie that a country magiftrate v^^derftoqd n^ore Wi an^- 
i0^ais naore fagaciou$, or a trading ju (lice had, more bonoK. 
ahd equity in him^ than the chiei juftice. of Gheftei:. (KiTr^ 
Morton) ; that ^entlen^an was of opinioni th^t the bill, gave 
the powers now attributed rp it ; and jf Cpf it was clear, thp 
bjil meapt fomething very different from whit it ^f5 faid to 
import. . ,. . . ; 

Sir Griy Coaf>ir defended the bJU, a^'it i^ood.altprisd by ^c' 
arhendment, with tbc fara^ arguments made ijfeof .ifbc pwr- 
cedingday. ,,. -',". [\ . 

Mr. Po^lys movc^ a claulp,. That noOiiog, fliouId fee oqi^t 
ft^ued to be piracy, within the m^HP^Pg. ^nd cqrificu(^ion x>f 
this afly but what is committed on the high feas!! This c:l4iufe| 
if a^rep4 to, be apprehended^ Iv.QuJiJ b^,tb« means QJF^uiet- 
]i|g the minds of a great number of inrvocent, people,.; and of- 
removing thofe terror? wlJich muft be fufpended oyer their 
h^ads, Ihould the prefept bill pafs into a law. iBy an ^^ paflT* 
ed in the rei^u of George tbe Firfi, it wasena^ted,, diat 
trading^ br correfponding with pixaiea &outd be adjudged fblo^- 
ny, without benefit. of clergy, accorciingtp^ the ftauijCesof 
the 28th of Henry, yUL <?hap. 1 5^ gnd tl>e i i tli and 1 21th of" 
Wiin'am, chap.. 7; fb W'cjild ^arte^^ngi deajing,. i^^ 
them with ilores, &iC. Now, iT bieYpre it wa^ declared by 
this bill, that tlie depredatioos committed by ^the Amei^ipans, 
on our trading vefTeis, and oiir property at i(ea, was pj^acy^ 
it.ihould appear 91: be^itad^ a ground ot iufpicion or accn^- 
tipn, tha^ perfons in this .cpvintry had awuaVly cprreijpor^^ 
with Anierica, ana ..that. fucli..correJtpQndence fljoutii bfq 
deemed piracy within, the (l^tute, it vyould fpllow, ti)^^ ip^ny 
of his Majefty's loyal fubjc6lsjpight, \nf cpiiftr^iftipno^i^i^:! 
coupling both flatutes in fuch a manner as tp giye thePf^jhf ; 
jl^fired eSe'<^^ be deemed pirate^ and |>e liable to tu^er the 
'"''"'"'' •'-•'•■ • ' •' •*' - ' ■ ' pain? 
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pains ziii j)eiiakit$ of 4cathy as convi£led ptrate felons.- 
j^eprefumed.tbiit was not the intention of adavioidration ; 
n9y^ it cquld not be the intuition, becaufe they .had fo re« 
peatedly difclaimed it; jet as nothing npw remained to be 
Dr6yed» but that the prdfent ftatute^ having reference to that 
pf Geqrge tt^e I^iril, was capable.of fuch an explanation^ it 
:iyouId be proper^ in his opinion^ to guard againil fuch a dan*' 
gerous-polTibility, ,He therefore denred the ftatute might be 
TjBad: ,the ftatuteof the Sth of George the Firft, chap^ 24» 
la^ai accordingly read; by which it plainly appeared, that the 
gi;o|ind of jealbi^fy was niirly ftated^ and the inference clearly 
qfiadeout. 

. Lord Ngrthf after difclalmipg any fuch intention in admi* 
Uiji^ation^ and affirmingthat np fuch conftruSion of the law^ 
.was everiioeant to be made, ac^uieiced in the ameDdmenti; 
he &id^ to remove every objed of jealpufy that could be en- 
UB^i.ned on that head. Th^^cla^fe* was ^ccqrdin^ly read a 
fecond tjme, and agreed tq« ,-,, . : 

Mr. /'ffi;^^ next .obferve4f \ that, by the bill, ^ s|5 it . (lands \t% 
^t^prejent for^, any man w,asJiiable to beiappreh^nded, and 
jconin^ted to prifon, on fufyicion of having CQn^m,itted high 
treaion in iVmerica, though he bad never been in America, nor 
pi^hap^ ot^t^of his oytn pariO^t H^ idxi,^ this power of gene- 
ral coipmitment had a m^ darjc and: dangerous afpe£l. . To 
clea^* up- this pointy he had a^pt^iife tp o^d, whictv would put' 
patters on 'a piioper footing^ if minifters really meant what, 
ti^ey pi^bllQly a^/^9wed| v^hat ^he*title of the bill imported, and 
wbat hadibeeaifo often declared by the honourable Gehtle-^' 
pi^jui-^hp moved the . atnei^daient the preceding day* they 
could not decently refufe st« ^ p^fon neyer out of Eng- 
land cpi^ldnot be guilty , of high tr^afoncommiued in Ame- 
rica If not guilty.pf hightreafonin America:, but perhaps 
in Great Britain, why not holcl tha( language in the bill ; and 
a^j '* or in Great Britain?" Befides, it would be prepof- 
teroUsjto continue the bill under the namepf a bill tofecure, 
pr 4etain,.on fufpicic»), perfons guilty of committing high 
tceaibn in America, when, by con ft rudii on pf.Uw, it was 
meant,tQ inclpde Great Britain. He therefore moved the fol- 
lowing claiife: ^* That no perfon fhall be fecured, or detain^ 
ed» und^r or by virtue of this a3, for high, treafon, or fnfpi- 
cion of high treaibn, uniefs fuch perfon (hall be charged to 
have been .locally refident in his 'Majefty's faid colonies or 
plantaiipns in North America, at the time he ihall be charged 
iyitlj^ or fufpeSed of commitf ing fiigh trei^fon." 
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Mr. Cornwall quoted fcveral cafes, in wl)ich perfons h^d 
been charged with a£ls of ireafon commrttcd in one place,, 
though it afterwards came out in proof thatfald t'rcafon ha* 
been committed in another. 8ach was the cafe of the publi- 
cation of the imputed libel of the feven bifhops, in the reign 
of James the Second. It was proved at the trial, that the pe- 
tition was drawn up at Lambeth, in the county of Surry, at 
the Archbifhop's palace, and the publication Was in the coun- 
cil-chamber or drawing-room at St. James's, where the pe- 
tition was prefented. The offence was charged to have been 
committed in Surry, though, in fa£l, the publication, which 
coufd only cdnftitute the offence, was committed in Middfefex* 
' The exception was, therefore, taken J>y the biOipps' counfel^ 
as a ground of juftific^ation> that no fuch offence was com- 
mitted; for that the writing thepctition in itfelf wais an rn-- 
Boccnt adl, that it' Was tbe publication that conffitiited the 
crime; and that, confequcntly, the defendants biighttobe- 
difcharged. Yet, he faid, ihc coiirt were unariiniotis, that tliS 
writing the libel at Lambetji, and poblifhirig'it at Sti* 
Jameses, conftituted cffeftlveTy but one aft ; on which the 
plea was over- ruled. Mr. Cornwall dwelt, Itkewife, qf con-^^ 
fiderable tim^ on the cafe of Lord Prefton, early in the*rcign 
of William the Third. There it appeared thai treafonable * 
papers and correfpbndence'fbimfl on His Lbrdfhip, werc'coni*^ 
jSofed in London ; that he was endeavouring to' cfcape' fo- 
France, biit w'as takeriaboard'aftttacK, drfi(hihg veflel, hired 
for the purpfofe, dbwn ncii* th^ Nore, ontlie ^oaft of Kent y 
^hen'thc Veffcfl being fearfched; the trfeafonaWe' papeh'Wcre^ 
found concealed, as hiis Lordfiiip had hot tii!ne to dfeftroy ' 
theflf. * His Lordfliip was indiflied for ah offibhce committed 
in Mrddlefexl' though the pubKcation, or difcovery, was mia- 
nifeftly in Kent. A fimilar plea was offered, but' it was* 
overruled on the fame ground, that the writing and publifli- 
ii^g was all one afti In the prefent cafe, therefore, he con* • 
tended, though the offence might have been committed here, 
by a perfon who had never been out of this kingdom, yet its 
operation in America, within the words of the aft, would 
cf^nftiiuie one com{>lete offence. The faft might not be cri- 
minal, in the firft inftancc, and become criminal afterwards, 
from itsconfcquences, and yet, by a fair and jiiftifiable con- 
ih*u<5^ion of law, be deemed one compfete aft. He was- 
i>f opinion, therefore, that the tlaufe would dcftroy one of 
the main purpofes of the bill, and could never ahfwer any 

. /. >•'< purpofe 
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puipofeof prote^ing the inniocenv though It might ^iTedu* 
^Uy fcrvc.thepurpQfe of fcreening the gnihy. 
^ The Houfe divided onMr^ Powys*?.lftCond:claufc; for it, 
I4» flg?inft it/49. . 

AdJQuwed.toJFebroary 17. 

', February IT . 

Third reading, of the bill for fufpending the habeas corpus 

Mr. Djinnittg f^id, he had a claufe to propofc, which he 
trufted would appear of (ingular importance to the Houfe \ 
suid which, he hoped, would meet with ^he approbatiofi, of m. 
very confiderable majority. It was of infinite importance) 
i;felf, but became ftill of greater, in the reception it was 
Kkejy to ixjicet wiih from a certain fet of meii, who, on the 
pcefcpt occafion, thought fit to differ from their friends. The 
claufe would^ to borrow a phrafe frotn a celebrated political 
IKTiterj pi^ove a teft, or trial of fpirits, whereby the public at- 
large would be ejo^bled to decide on the political principles 
4?f the learned Qentleman who framet) the bill, and his other 
Varned Friend near him [Attorney and Solicitor General]. It 
^piild befides (h^w whether tl^ofe gentlemen were feriou$, or 
whether the. different converfations they held within thefe 
-wi^llp,. fo;: fomq .d^ys paft, ought tq be held in the light ©f 
the ii^genipup j^xercifes of ingenious tnen, willing to (hew 
thw talents io the. fcience of parliaipentary c^ntroyerfy, the' 
chiief jsxcelleif^ce of which confiAed in a knack of giving 
vrprdsjand p.hrafes any iaterprclation but. their natural and 
<7bvipus • pne. The claufe he had to offer, would appear as 
qaatt^rpf. record, that w/[/uld admit of no qualification what- 
ever. It^would bring the friencjs of the bill to the bar ; they 
Viuft eitlvrr leap pver it,. of flatly and direSIy refufe jt. The 
profeffed father of the bill [Attorney General] had, he faid, 
^.he cpnceiyed, yery properly given it the title of a, bill fon 
apprehencfing and committing perfons charged with, or fuf- 
pefted of comn^itting high treafon in America, or on the high 
feas, or of thecriipe of pira,cy. The preamble of the bill, 
fpoke tbp fame language ; and fuch eyery body, botfi within 
and without doofs, fuppofed the bjll to be intended, till it 
cametobeexamined| unlefs fuch as were in the.fecret. — He 
^ad himfelf fallen into the fame /error^ but when it came to 
be debated on th^ ^cond reading, he was aflonifhed to find 
tiie title of the bill, and the preamble likewjfe^ totally at va-. 
riance with the firii enading claufe; for it was m^nifelU 
l^i^t g.ny a)fu)^ though never in ^naejrica^ ot, on fea» might 
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be imprifoned by the bill, for fufpicion cf crimes Kited 
fpecifically to hjive been comttiltted in America^ and on(e»| 
Mjf moTCj that it might be in the potver of the moti igno- 
rant or fervile trading magiftrate to or^ler •& warrant to sif^ 
prehendy and follow it immediately with another t<^ commit 
the perfon fo apprehended to any place of confinement known 
Ca fpeciaHy appointed within the wide-circbit o^'hii Mi^'fty's 
dominions, in any one of the four quarters of the globe. Ife 
ibould not take up tfie time of 4he Houfe in ^ving an hiftery 
of sill ^e difputes iindkltifirdations on the attien^ments pHS^ 
pofkf, lof reje^ed, in thecouHe of the preceding wiek. The 
cratdud of his leartied fric^tidis tf as, b<^wever, eHtious. ThGf 
did titft ditedly deny the intferertces now dt^^tt, particularly 
towards the l^ti^r end ; they dealt chiefty rn gerttfal aflertions ; 
tfaey explained what the law '^Vas'before the prefent bill w^ 
brought in, and infifted that the aA was inftended to apply 
cmlylo thepuniAmetitcrf certain fpcdific bffefnces ; but the 
wbcfiecode^^foriminaljufffpfud^nce wa« not tb be brdktM 
throu^ghf me^ly t6 faiirfy the doubts ofTpeculative riien, whrt> 
argued npon poilibiri(ies;^at hever wei'elnf 4h^ contemplation 
of tbofe who were eoffrChced bf the nec^iflhy of the prtfenfl 
meafure. SweetenefS were likewife added »' to rendet'lhtf 
•i^hole ittore- palatable ; the virtues of the <f(iv^reigri) and the 
iwtegritiy of hisfervtfiits, v^er^ balanc*ed algalrtft ftich idle 4k^ 
lufory fears^ in Otdei- to ftill the appi^eheSStmi of thofe "Whi^ 
might think the American wtir a tery juft andtteceffary war, 
afnd yet look upon the bill to be a very bad bill. Suctl, as 
well ts h^ coitM fecollcfl:, Was thfe obvioos irtiport of the bill, 
and the general c6ndtjA of thpfe who bronght it in, attd were 
intfufted with c5ari|jing it thtoiigh the Houfe. A great parttde 
was made in the Committee, of an annendment moved by fs^ 
honourable Gentleman over the way [Stt Grey Codper3;btie 
the bill, as to the material point, that of contradifling the 
title and preamble, ftrll remained the fame. On tfcc^repoirt, 
jhe langnfiige of adminiflffction feemed to be fdmewhat fofl- 
pt\tA ; brfjt was 6nly in words. They faid, generally, that both 
fides of ihe Houfe meant the fame thing; that they only dif-^ 
fered alx>ut the means; and that j if the eiFeftnal operation of 
the bill was fecbred, they were totally indifferent ts to the 
lftOde.--^To bring them then to a teft of their fincerity, he 
had Tf allied a claufe that wonid i3rbve totally irnobje&ionable, 
if'tti^y meant what tKcy ^pretended ; if they did not, then 
» reflifal on their part wtyuld prove what he'fcad M ifclong 
furpe^cd> but which: be hoped tobe ihiAailen ht^ th^ is, 
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fha^t the pnfcnt bHl, under the popular pretext of puniflfiiig 
treafon in America, was really defigncd to lodge a diSatori^l 
power in the Crown ; /which powerj both in poi^t of prece- 
dent and exercife^ would enable miniilers to effect ichemes 
of the moft pernicious and unconftitutional com|>bxion ; 
while in the firft inftance> it would annihilate^ ^t lead fuf^ 
pend, all the fundamental fun£tipns and legal powers of l)ie 
conftitution. He therefore moved the claufe in the following 
words :^' Provided alfo, and be it hereby declared, that noi- 
thing herein contained a intec^di or (hall be conftrued, lo 
extend to tbecai^of any other prifoner or prifonecs» ihzti 
fuch as have been in fom« one pf the colonies before meti«> 
lioned, or on thehig^i feas, at the \\tnt or times of the ef*- 
fence or oiFences wherewith he op- they fhall ht charged* . - 
Mr. Contwalifzid^itvfzs^X notimr tbedefireor wifhofadmi^ 
nitration tofeek for improper or fincoo A itutional powers, or^ 
if they OioiLiId obtain theto, to employ them to eviIoroppi«f- 

.^e purpofes* He^contended ftr<:nuouilyi that tbt title antf 
preamble, of the bill were not at variance with the firft^ or 
any other enading claufe. . The Whole bill was meant to 
^uoifli offences committed i^ America^ or on the high Teas. 
)£ by any criminal correfpondeiKe, oraffiftancejfrdai hence* 
it fhould reach people not locally refldent in Americsi^ h^ 
prefumed the moH xealous oppofer of the bill in thikC Honile* 
would not wi(h to defeat its operation^ It wa$ dire<^6d only 
againft the guilty ; and if an innocent perfon (bould fuficr a 
temporary inconvenience, it mutl be on the ground of gene* 
xal good, which, fince he ever heard any thing of govern- 
ment, he always underdood to be a fufficient plea for defiring 
ixtvf and extraordinary powers. However,, as the learned 
Gentleman, who brought up the claufe, had exprefled fuch a 
Jealoufy of the bill in its prefent amended (late, and Aich anxi- 
€ty for the liberty pf his feIlow-fubje<3s, which he feemed 
to think fomuch depended on the fate of the prefent claufe, 
lie fhould in turn put a ted to the learned Gentleman, in order ^ 
-to be convinced whether his intentions correfponded precifely 
"with his declarations. — He then moved, that the words 
*^ in fome or one of the colonies, or on the high feas," be 
left out, and that there be inferted indead thereof^ ** out 

. of the realm 4" and that at the concluGon of the claufe, as 
originally moved, there be added, << or of which they fltaU^ 
be fufpeded^" . 

, Mt.'ff^ilkes. I cannot continue iilent, while the fate of fo- 
important a bill as the prefexit is depending before this Houfe* 

Adminidratioa 
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'Adminiftraiticm at iirft brought in this bilK in a form which 
gave a very general and jud alarm to the city, to the na^ 
ttoniL If it had paflcd in that form^ ifi my oprnton the whole 
kingdom would have been put under an intcrdrdl of law ; tlie 
perfonal liberty of ^vcry man in this ifland had been precis 
rious and infecuie, depending folely on the wHl of the mini- 
fter.' The fpirit of the bill, in its original ftate, was opprcf- 
fion and tyranny through tvejy part of the empire. Itl 
li^is fiikte the bill hais continued till this day. By the pa- 
triotic tezl of an honourable Geatteman of the law [Mf. 
Punning] a claufe has juft been offered, and adopted by wajr 
of rider, as it i$ calkd, in this ftage of the bill, which gives 
peace of mind and fecurity, in fome degree, tocvei'y fubjed 
tefident in this kingdom. Perfons under this defcription are 
-at length declared hot to be the objefis of this bHI. I fpeak 
ef the claufe, Sir, evfen as pretended to be amended by an hcr^ 
iiourrtle Gentleman on the treafury -bench [Mr. Cornwall]. 
His words, however, Sir, •* out df the realm," arc too loofe 
and ambiguous, by no means defcriptive enough of the per- 
•JTbas who afe declared by adminiftration not defigned to be 
the objeAs of the bill. The bill is profefled to relate only td 
trcafons committed in North America, by perfons aflually 
tefident in that quartet of the globe. Gentlemfen, however, 
^m a tour of bufmefs to Ireland, or of pleafure to France ot 
Flanders, or even on a filhing party on Our own coafls, be- 
yond low- water mark, are acknowledged to be ** out of the 
realm,'* and may be brought within the adl, even as it no^ 
fiands^. An opening is dill left for public or private revenge 
and opprcffion to operate. The expreflion, therefore, ought 
father to have been, ** out of Europe," than " out of the 
realm»** if the former words, moved by my honourable 
friend, « in fome or one of his Majefty's colonies before 
memioned, or on the high feas,*' were rejefted. But why> 
Sir, are words fo clear and explicit to be changed, unlefsfor 
feme dark purpofe, which dare$ not be avowed ? 

This new claufe> Sir, has happily narrowed the objefts of 
the bill, but in no degree narrowed the proofs, or the nature 
nf the evidence necefTary. I (hall therefore give the bill my 
hearty negative, for I will never confent to increafe the enor- 
mous power of the Crown, at the expenfe of the freedom of 
the fubjcd. I will not*arm mintflers with an unconftitutio- 
nal power, dangerous to the people. In the preamble to the 
bill, it is faid, ** Many performs have been fe^ed and taken, 
who arc cxprefsly charged or ftrongly fufpeiicd of fuch trea- 
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tons and* felonies, and many more fuch perfons may lie here- 

"after fo feized and taken :** in the firft enafiing claufe of the 
bilH and throughout, the word ** ftrongly" is omitted, and 
the flightcft fufpicion may warrant the commitment. The 
Words are, ** All and every perfon or perfons, who have beeli 
<rr (hali hereafter be feized or taken in the a6t of h)gh treafon, 
committed in a^ny of his Majefty's colonies or plantations in 
America, or on the high feas, or in the aft of piracy, or who 
are or fliall fee charged with or fufpefted of the crime of high 
treafon, comn;itied in any of the faid colonics, or on the high . 
feas," It is therefore apparent, that a mere pretended fuf- 
picion, or fooHA credulity, or determined villainy, in a 

. wretched, ignorant, mercenary tool of a minifterial magi- 
flrate, may ftill render the obje£lsof this bill, who are the in* 
habitants of above half the empire, liable to imprifonment, 
aiid impriftmrnent without bail or mainprizc ; for that cru- 
•elty was ftill determined to be* exercifed by the committee, 
•notwithftanding the humane motion of my worthy colleague, 
to leave out thofe obnoxious words. There is nofa fyllabic 
-in the bill of the degree of probability attending the fufpi- 
•ciori. The bill, greatly amended as it has been, does ndt,>- 
even now, require an oath, nor that the parties (houid be 
heardln their own juftification, nor confronted with the wit- 
neflfes ; hor does it mention that two witneflcs (hould be deem- 
ed neceffary for the colourable ground of a commitment for 
fo high a crime as treafon in America, as is the law in other 
,cafes within the kingdom. Is it poflible. Sir, to give morede-* 
fpotic powers to a ba(haw of the Tnrkifli empire ? What fe- 
curity is left for the devoted objefts" of this bill againft the 
malice of a prejudiced itidividual, who, if he is profccuted 
"jifterwards for fo flagrant an abufe of power, will certainty be 
indemnified, probably rewarded, by a moft arbitrary adhiint- 
-ftrationf Ad ions may indeed be brought againft the offen- 
der, but we know all damages recovered, however great, are 
paid by the people, not by the party. Even in the cafe of 
•petit treafon, by an exprefsaft of Edward VI. no perfon can 
be convidted, but on the oath df two fufficierit and lawful 
witnefles, or confeffion, willingly without violence. Socare- 

, ful. Sir, were our wife anceftors of protefling the liberty of 

* the meaneft fubjefl. 

- This cafe. Sir, demands our ftrifteft attention and vigi- 
lance, from what we daily experience of the conduft of thofe 
underling officers of every minifter, who traffick and dealoi-'t 
jufticc, under the CoIqut of legal magiftracy. There is now, 

Sir, 
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Sir» afitually in N^^'gate, an American merdia&t| named 
Ebonezer Smith Plat, who ft^nds committed fo lately as the 
23d of laft January, charged with high treafon.at Savannah in 
the colony of Georgia in North Aiuertca, He is committed 
by the wc;Il-known Judicje Addingtobj, and, as. I am inforoi- 
cd| was not allowed to fe.e ^ny of the witm^tTes againfl him^ 
nor even to bear their affidavits read. He had before been 
tried on the fame charge, at Kingflon in J^tnaica, and ac* 
quitted; I never faw him, but I Have read an att^fted copy 
of the warrant of his ,comaiitment. . He is charged generally 
^ith high treafon, which I take to be an illegal commitment. 
I do not pretend, Sir> toa deep knowledge of the law. 1 have 
only the attentive reading of a private gentleman* I build my 
legal faith on fome known and approved authorities, a Black- 
ftone, a Burn, and a very few others* ' Tbofe authors agrei^ 
that every warrant of commitment ought to fet forth the caufis 
/pecially; that is to fay, not JFor treafon or felony in general, 
but for treafon in compaffiqg the death of theJCing^ or levy^ 
ingwar againft his Majefty in the-realm^ or counterfeiting 
the Kirvg's coin; or felony, for Healing the goods of fucha 
one to fuch a value, and the like. A court may then jpdge, 
mrhether the offence is fqch, for which a prifoner ought to be 
:|dmitted to bail. If then a judice, living ip the capita!,, uor 
der the immediate eye and direflion of miniflers, is gyilty ^ 
fuch an illegal commitment, what is not to be, dreaded from 
the bafc engines of power, in the more remote counties ? Is 
it poiTible, Sir, for too great caution to beiifed, by enforcing 
in the body of a bill, which is to fufpend the hai^as corp^ 
a3> the neceility of an oath of two witneiTes to thecharge^ 
and of their being confronted with^ the prifpner ? 

The cafe of Plat, Sir, gives us an inflance of another vio- 
lation of the law, an evafion of the habeas carpus ad| that boljr 
ft'atute, which miniflers hold in abhorrence, and are allovr^ 
ed in England to evade with impunity, in America to fuf- 
pend for very near a twelvemonth. The hiftory of it is 
this: Plat was firft confined to the Antelope for three monlhs^ 
then removed to the Boreas for four weeks, then carried 00 
board the Pallas, and in her brought in irons to Eaglaa4. 
On her arrival at Portfmouth he was removed on board tb^ 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the Barfleur. On the 4th 
of January, an habeas corpus was (Gained, dire^ed to the cap- 
tain of the Barfleur ; but before it could be ferved, an expr^ 
was fent from the Treafury, by their folicitor, and ?lat was 
reu^oved again to the Centaur, before.the iMir4f5rfr/Mf could 
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arrive at Portfmouth. The return to the baheas corpus yrz% 
thus eluded ; but on his friends being determined to fue out 
another, Piatt was at laft fent to the capital, and in the illegal 
mode which I. haveftated, was committed to Newgate. I 
fpeak,,Sir, in the hearing of many gentlemen, who ought 
to contradifl: me, if I have advanced a fingle circumilance 
not founded in truth. Can minifters, Sir, who are capable 
of thus trampling on our moft facred law$, be too narrowly 
watched, too deeply 1*ufpe6led, too ftrongly guarded againft ? 
Do we not owe it to the people to demand every feciirity from 
the fanftion of an oath, the number of witnefles, the* con- 
fronting of them with the prifoner, the hearing him in his 
own jiiftification, and other circumftances, of which not the 
lead trace is to be found in this criminal, arbitrary bill ? Is 
ifhe perfonal liberty of the fubje£lto reft on the mere pretend* 
ed fufpicion of a'man^ who a£ts underorders^of a profeiled 
minifterial agent, ever ready to tnake his court to power by 
the facrifice of public virtue and innocence, whofe incapa- 
city perhaps can only be^ equalled by his njeannefs arid fordid 
luft of gain ? 

> I regret, Sir, the indecent rage, the extravagant madnefs, 
with which every meafure, ^nd in particular the bill in quef-^ 
tion, has been carried on againft the Americans. It pre- 
cludes every poftibility of a reconciliation, fo ardently to be 
wi(h^» t Let us advert, Sir^ for a moment to the diffi;rence 
of two cafes in point, the fufpicion only of high treafon iit 
America, and the adual charge of it here. A man only 
fufpeded of high treafon rn America, for inftance, in giving 
aid or afliftance to the Congrefs,'or to any of the King's ene- 
mies,, on coming over to England may be committedto pri- 
fon, and by this bill continue there without bail or'main- 
prize, or l^^ing able to bring on his trial, for near a year, till 
Jan. 1,^1778, to which time this bill is to continiie in force. 
In this kingdom a man fufpeded, or even a£iually charged 
with high treafon in confpiring thedeath of the King, or levying 
war in the realm, may have a habeas corpus ^ and be bailed by 
lhex:ourt of King's Bench* The fufpicion therefore of Ameri- 
can treafon feems a- peeper crime, in the judgment of 
our prefent minift^rs, than an overf afl: of EngliQi, or 
more -properly Scottish, treafon and rebellion againft his 
Majefty's pcrfon, title, crown, or dignity. I fuppofe it is 
thought. Sir, a deeper crime, becaufe it is more grievoufly 
puniflied. Do we imagine the Americans will not retaliate^ 
or do we vainly hope to intiipidate themi Their caufe is 
good, and after all the idle tales of our late vifionary fuc- 
VoL, V. R ceffes. 
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ceflfesj tk% ju(t}C<;oi it auift in the end prevail. They are nobly 
(Iruggliiig under the iharpeft fafierings, but I t^uft they have 
xeal and pcrfeverance. In all events^ the firft moment of a 
foreign war neceflfariiy objiges us to withdraw our fleets and 
armies ; and every part of North America muft then be free 
and independent. This bill will probably be anfwered by a 
fpifited rcfolutio;! of the Congrefs. Would to God, Sir, 
ciur Parliament equalled that congrefs of heroes in wifdom^ 
in love of their country* in uncorruptednefs^ in public virtue ! 

THe i^CAnd ena^iing claufe of the bili» Sir, empowers 
f< bjs Majefty, by warrant under his fign nuinuaU to appoint 
one or more places of confinement, within the realm, for the 
cuftody of fuch prifoners; and all and every magiflrate or 
npagiftra^s, having competent authority in that behalf, are 
h^jreby authorised to commit fuch perfons as aforefaid to fuch 
place or places of confinement, (o to be appointed, inflead 
9iE the qqaunon gaol*** This claufe may operate. Sir, in a 
manner more ta he dreaded than any banifliment, or confine- 
DfM^nt out of the re^iLlm ; and a power which may be grofsly 
abufed, ought not to be trufled to any man. A perfon only 
fufpeSodf or pretended ^ be fo, may be doomed to the 
dampeit, moft noxious dungeon, pn the mofl fwampy coai^i 
He may be ftiled ia a vault* to whofe foul mouth no health^ 
fume air breathes in* I, dir, perhaps niay at lafijbe lufpeded, 
and poffibly it will aot he a flight fuQ^icion. I have formerly 
expejrienced an illegal, clofe* and rigorous imprifonment, but 
by this bill I may be fent to the barbarous highlands of Scot- 
]iand, or amciog the^ (avages in the dreary Ifle of Bute* fxom 
whofe bpurn I am fure I fhoi^ld never return, even as atravel-. 
Ut, much left as a prifoner. Is it ingenioufly meaot^ Si^f 
as a new mode of repeopling that ancient kingdom i 

Much has been (aid,, Sir, both, in the committee and in 
the Houfe, about a dilator, and his extenftve powers. Many 
periods of the Roman hiJObory have been retaHed. out to ua 
nxmutely enough. Comparifoo^betweenthat virtuous republic 
and this corrupt monarchy, aees^enerally niore brilliant than 
foUdy more beautiful than juft. A r^t h«uu gentleman 
"iright hon* Mr« Gonway] under the gallery, has juft ob» 
t^rv^^ that our glorious detiioerer. King Wilfiam the Third* 
w^s a dilator here after the (ufpenfion of the hateof^^etrfusi 
aA in his reign* Should the prefent bill for the fufipenfioii of 
that z£tf paTs into a law^. , I fhAll regard the nobie Lordwttk 
the blue ribaodas the nuxleradidator of this great empire, 
' aa poflei&d. of the mod ample and defpotic powers* The 
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fifft aft of btifin^fs In an ancient diftator, I rtoembcr, wa« 
to make his coadjutor in office, his magijler equitum^ bis 
general of horfe. If public gratitude has any weight with 
hitn, I am fure for fgch an office he will xurn his eyes to the 
nbblc Lord *, now fo near him, who, to his immortal honour, 
gfeat and invincible courage, advanced, and charged thccnc- 
rfties of our country at the head of the Brittft horfe. In one 
parficulaf refpeQing the diSator of ancient times, I beg to 
fct right a very high law-officer [Attorney General, Mr. 
Tburlow] among us. All the Roman magiftrates were not, 
ns he fays, fuperfeded by that creation. The tribunes of the 
people, but they alone, prcferved their authority, cfven un- 
der a didator. 

It has been Taid, Sir, by another gentleman, who is like- 
wife in a great law office [Solicitor General, Mr. Wedder* 
hurne],-thatin this Houfca di (contented party had ridiculoufly 
given' info a tone of prophecv, which has never been accotn- 
pliflied, and that particularly about a year ago it was the 
cafe of the right honourable gentleman who fpokc lately 
Tjhder the gallery. It is not, I believe, very parliamentary to 
ijuofe words fpoken in a former debate : but if that member's 
iricmory goes to a prophecy of C)ne year, which has not been 
fulfilled, he will permit mine a fairexcurfion to another pro- 
phecy of that very member*?, fix years ago, which has beett 
cx^aiy verified. His prophecy in this Houfe was, that if 
the fame violent meafufes again?! the Americans were perfift- 
cd in, the colonic?, which formed fo great a ftrength to this 
Jcingdonrt in the reign df George 1 1 . would be diflevered from 
the Britifh empire in the reign of G<JOt]gr III. No prophecy, 
Sir, ever received a more perfect accompjifliment. He won* 
dfcrfully pofleffes the fecond fight of his native country. Hpw 
deeply criminal he and otiiersf have been in the bringing this 
prophecy to-pafs, i hope thisHouf<$ wiH one day inquire. A 
viery extraordinary obfervation of tj»i fame gentleman in the 
prefcnt debate, amid a variety of Heterogeneous matter, it is 
irtpofiiWe icft me not to ^ttenSiJn, He has laughed at uni- 
verfal benevolence, and endeviroored to demonftrate the ifh- 
poffibility of its exrftence. But, Sir, he has only given us 
tfie narrow, coritrkflf^dj felH(h ideas of his owii hciart^ and hi^ 
oWrt ebtihtfy. His fehtiments and Ms feelings aife litbnfirte4 
th a ^)tj fmall tnfignificant circle indeed. They atetiletdy 
clanftLfb and Scottilh. His remarks I fsw excited iir|;eYieral 
ind^nation among us. An EngKfhman has^ ideas infinitdy 

# Lord George Germaine, in 1759 Lord George SackriUe. 
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more literal and enlarged. His heart expands itfetf» and 
takes in ti}e general goc^i and pro fperity ot all mankind. It 
feels not the rancour, and difdains the injuftice of fuch a 
cruel perfecuting bill, as that now before US, but forms the 
warmeft wiihes for the liberty and happinefs of every indi- 
vidual of this laie flourifliing empire. Univerfal benevo- 
lence, and a generous fpirit of humanity, have been no leTs 
the charaderiTlics of the inhabitants of the fouthern parts of 
this ifland, than that good nature, for which' foreigners have 
not even a name, 1 will only add. Sir, that I think the 
mod beautiful fentence of all antiquity is that which was 
received with fuch applaufe by the generous and free Roman 
people, and an Englilh fenate I am fure will adopt againft 
every meafure of oppreilioa and cruelty — Hotmjum^ humani 
nihil a me alienum puto. 

. Right hon. Mr. ^. RigiyCM, he fincerely wifhed for th« 
general fufpenfion of the habeas corpus ad, which, in his 
opinion, was neceffary to be extended to Great Britain, 
and that too as fully as in 1745. At the latter period, he faid 
the rebels in this country avowed their principles ; they ap* 
peared in arnls, and conducted themfelves as honeft, though 
mlftaken men. Now, the fecret enemies of governn^ent 
conduced themfelves in a different manner. They gave their 
affiftance covertly in the dark. They feared the open 
day, and (kulked behind (quibbles in law, and all the infidious 
Arts of concealed faction and fedition. He obferved^ that it 
had been frequently objeded to the prefent adminiftration, 
by the gentlemen in oppofition, that they had not employed 
n force againd America fufficiently powerful ; at other times 
t{iat they had put the nation to an unneceflary expenfe. 
What attention fuch men deferved, tiiight be eafily gathered 
from this wavering difpofition. He trufled that admini- 
llration would not give way on the prefent occafion. He did 
not think that the bill wanted any amendment, and he (hould 
be forry to fee its friends aflent to any propofition coming 
from that quarter, becaufe he c^uld never difcover any one 
principle of adion in the fupporters of the prefent claufe, 
but that of a fixed indifcriminate oppofition, right or wrong, to 
every meafure propofed by the King's fervants. 
; Mr. Fox, after reprobating the principle of the bill, and 
declaring that he thought, if even the claufe were agreed to 
as firft moved, he would be called on to give the bill a moft 
hearty negative ; faid he muft deGre to draw the attention 
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of the Houfe to the conduff of the court of France refpeft- 
ing our difputes with America. He affi^rmed, from his own 
knowledge, that we were on the eve of a war with France^ 
immediately preceding the meeting of the prefent feffion, in 
the month of Oilober. He was of opinion, that admini- 
ft ration were extremely negligent and inattentive in refped 
of home fecurity and national defence, particularly in not 
calling out and embodying the militia^ when it was Well 
known in what a d^fencelefs ftate we were at the time; and 
ftill, he was forry to fay^ continued to be. At prefent the 
difpofiiion of France, he allowed, was much changed. The 
- courts of Verfailles and Madrid, whatever their latent or 
remote intentions may be, take care carefully to conceal one, 
or have prudently poftponed the' other, which was the moft 
probable fuppofition, till they were fufficiently prepared ta^ 
flrike a decifive, perhaps a fatal blow, which was certainly 
not. the cafe at prefent. Their peaceable demeanour, their 
promifesandappearances, were moft afluredly the confequence . 
ofneceffity, not choice* The difpofition of -the. Frepch na- 
tion in general ; the fentiments^ of fuch as turned their 
thoughts to foreign politics, refpe£tingthe civil wgr in Amerr 
rica, bear teftimony,' how much - they cngrofTcd what they 
look upon as a matter that promifes to be extremely favouf- 
able to their interefts in the final event. He had other 
proofs, which (hewed the conclufion now made, in a much 
more clear manner; that was, the difpofition of the French ca- 
binet, .which daily manifefted itfeli in a variety of circumr- 
fiances. He did not mean to enter into details : but the fads 
he was about to mention, were important, and fuch too, a$ 
\vould not leave a doubt of their apparent tendency ; that was^, 
the condufb of the French miniftry to two of the members 
of the American Congrefs, now refident at Paris, Doctor 
Pranklin and Mr. Silas^Deane. He was warranted in aflSrm-' 
ing froin his own knowledge, that they both appeared pub- 
licly at Paris and Verfailles ; they were known to hold con^r 
ferences with the King's minifters, to treat and negotiate 
V9tih them, and to be received by them fubftantially on the 
fame footing as th^ reprefentatives of any independent^ 
power Jn Chriftendom. The correfpondence held betweea 
them was of the fame nature with that ufually carried 01^ 
between two powers, where one of them feeks for afliftance, 
and the other, f|:pm motives of policy, liftens, deliberates, 
and determines, upon the propriety or u. j^ ropriety of adppt-j 
ipg the fchemeS| ox entering into th j .d. fi res of the power 
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which fhtisappU^fprfiiccour. Sometimes Franklinand Oeane 
received greater encourageroent^ at other times lefs, according 
to the tone of the court, and the prevailing fffmiments and 
opinions at the time. But however thefc might vaj:y, one 
important truth might he gathered from the whole, that 
France was fecretly hoftile to Great Britain 4 that (he pub- 
licly or privately received, treated^ and negotiated with 
the members of the American Congrefs, or ^th perfons au- 
thorized and deputed for them* He next attacked what he 
catled the fhameful, difgraceful, and improvable falfehoods 
that the only pa'per publtfhed by authority in this country is 
filled with, upon, every occafion, given in the accounts re- 
ceived from America. He faid, he had been in company, 
at Paris, with an American lately arrived in.that capital, who 
informedhim thatour London Gazette gives long details, from, 
time to time, of fuCcefles gained by our troops, which never 
had anyexiftence but on paper^ HeafTured me, in particular^ 
the lifts of the kiUed, wounded, and piifoners, fince the com?^ 
mencennent of the campaign, amounted to nearly a$ many 
aife the Congrefa had enlifted^ muftered^ or arrayed ; but a9 
the nation were to have fomething in return for the blood 
and treafure ft> Ihamefully lavi(hed on onr fide* fomething to 
balance againft new debts, accompanied with new taxesr he 
could not fay but he much approved of the device^ as he was 
iiftfinitely better pleafed to fee men killed upon paper, than be 
convinced that they fell in battle. He then took a general 
view of the fituation of affairs in America, the (late of the 
ttfptSAy^ armies, their number, &c. and contended, from 
^ the prelient appearance of aflfairs in that cpuntry, we wero 
nd nearer conquering Ao^rica now, than we were three 
years aco. If it could ever be efFeflcd, . he was farisfied it 
\rouldObe the workof tirne^ perhaps of many campaign!. 
Though France had altered her inteht^on of taking an early 
and decided part, and would not ve»ture tt> break With us, 
till her nayy fcouW be put upon a refftedable footing, yet ^ 
|)eace refting on fo precarious a foundation, was in fa6l na 
l^eace, and was more hurtful, in its remote confequencesj^ 
than war aAually declared. — ^The Dutch were nearly twenty 
years ftmggling againft their tyrannic oppreflbrs, before ihey 
procured any ajfiftance from foreign (t^tes ; o^ir (Irengch 
•would be therefore gradtiaUydecrea ling, and we might pro- 
bably find ourfelves^ engaged in » bloocly and expenfive war, 
5vhen we leaft expefted it, aji* were leaft prepared for it. 

. . Mr, 
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Mr. Dunning 'find he. (hould gWe onb proof of his fidce* 
lity^ by agreeing with the amencuneni (noved bj Mr. Cota- 
vail j, though he was far from approving of it entirely ; yet 
it was better than nothing; and though the general ^xpref* 
lion, *' out of the realm/' might be interpreted in fuch a 
manner as juft to mean what minifters plfeafed, he was glad 
to have the extreme rigour of the claufe qualified in any man- 
ner. 'He. could not help obferving^ notwithftiinding all that 
had fallen from the other fide, both as to the intention and 
<£onftrudion of the bill, it was' never defigned ilor meant to 
be interpreted as a law for fecuring, detaining, or puzliihlng 
perfons charged, fufpededyorconvidedofofeneesorcrimfefc 
ipecifically coinmitied in North America, or on the high 
ieas, 

. Mr. fVilmot lamented the prefent horrid fltuationof Ame* 
ika i faid, he thought this war might have been prevented ih 
the outfet, and hoped might ftill be put an jtod to, withoot 
any derogation of the honour, dignity^ or even intereft of 
Great Britain : but that, whatever were the caufes^ thefword 
was now drawn by America; and thai, therefore, whilfl that 
fword remained uniheathed, he fincerely wiflied fuccefs to hie 
ovvn country, though he could not think it free from error. 
That he felt upon the occafion as he (hould doif a dagger wal^ 
held to his father's breaft ; that, in that moment, he ihdtflll 
forget his parent's blame, defend him frcmi its attack^ and 
refled only on the greater blame of the perfon who held it. ' 
That the fituation we are in towards America could net have 
been forefeen, and therefore no provifion was madefofr it b^ 
the laws at prefent in force. That this bill anfwerad x\it 
purpofe, and being freed from the obje£Uon to it, had his 
hearty concurrence. 

The Jnormy Gtnfral (Mr. Thurlow) obferved, that ht 
had been defcribed as the framer of the bill, with fome little 
afltftance, however, from his friend near him ; and, on that 
ground, made refponfible for its contents. Be that as it maf » 
heftill refaiil^d his former opinion; heAeverhadaftcondoa 
;tbe fubje£^» He was aware of the great talents and profef- 
fional knowledge of his learned friend who moved the claufe^ 
and who had entertained the Houfe (6 ably on the fuppofed 
contradiction between the title and the bill itfelf. With all 
his induftry and attention, both of which, in the prefent cafe, 
he was by.no means Sparing of, he could not difcover any (uch 
eontradtAiba* The bill was meant to {niniib^ or prevent 
crimes, oommitted in America, or on the high feas. Poes th^ 
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bill hold a different language ? Is it bccaufe a perfon is not 
pcrfonally prefcnt in cither of the places defcribed, that he 
may not be guilty of treafon ? Certainly not. If that was 
the cafe, no accomplice in treafon, who was now in open 
jirms, or concerned in thefcene then paffitig, eouldbe brought 
to piiniihment. He begged leavQ to repeat what lie faid ht 
had given fo frequently as his opinion finee the firft infroducir 
lion of the bill into the Houfe — it was formed on the purell. 
principles of conftitutional law; -tharhe was convinced it 
would ftand the teft of time and obfervation ; and that, if 
it wa^defeftive in any refpedt, it was becaofe it did not go 
far enough. — He then quoted feveral in^ancesj in which tte 
iufpenfion of the habeas corpus zQ. had taken pl^e ; and refer^ 
red to the celebrated cafe of Sir William Wyndham, whd 
was dented the benefit of the habeas corpus aA on bare fufpi- 
cion; and after, folemn argument in the court of Kit^fs 
Bcnchj the judges were unanimoofly of opinion, that he 
Aould be remanded to the Tower ; and that the ground of 
cominitmejit was good. He contended, that the idea wa& h 
iegaldndconftkutidnai one; and that the claim to exercife 
it, on the prefent occafton; was found law, and perfe6Uy 
eonfonant to the principles of the conftitutton. He added, 
that it had been a prevailing cuftom, fince the introduAion of 
the prefent meafure into the Houfe, to blend in evcrydebate 
and converfation which arofe on it, perfonal allufionsj per- 
fonal pharges^ and certain political doctrines, liHleconne^ed 
with the fubje£t matter. Whatever 'portion of them were in- 
•fended for hrm, he was totally indifferent about. He ^at 
confciousof hisown motives. He'^attered himfelf, he had 
^Iwaysa^ledan uniform, confident part. He was determined 
to purfue the fame line of condu£l to the end ; and on tb^ 
whole, he did hot think ita very fair mode of procedure, to 
difcredit a meafure merely on per(bnal con fide rat ions, apply- 
ing, or fuppofed to apply to fdme of thofe who mott warmly 
fuf^ported it. • - 

Mr. i}//»«/«^. replied to the Attorney General, both in rc- 
fpe£l of the bill, and as to the latter part of the 'Attorney's 
fpeech, which he^ fuppofed was diredly levelled at himfelf. 
He obfervedj that he muft be very ignorant indeed of the 
laws and conftitutibn of thiscountry, and of the real purport 
, of the bill,' who could refort to perfonal alio (ions to the 
framers of it, inftead of drawing arguments againft it from 
the bill itfelf. No man queftioned the perfonal integrity, 
tiniformity of conduct, or immaculate intentions of its 
liipnds. It was the billj the ^fes that might be made of it, 
..... the 
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the unprecedented powers it delegated^ withouta fingle proof^ 
or colour of proof, of the neceflity of fuch a delegation^ 
that called forth his oppofition. tie applauded the learned 
gentleman's firmnefs ; he had a very high opinion of his 
profeflional knowledge ; yet,. however firm and knowing he 
was, there were ftill fome of his friends who thought the 
bill went loo far ; the ver/ amendment made to the claufe 
now offered, was the cleareft te^imony that there exifted 
fuch adefcription of men among his friends; and the fentt* 
'ments of a great lawyer [Mr. Morton], in the committee, 
proved that there were, even among his learned brethren, 
fome odd kind of men, who differed from him, independen|: 
of any perfonal allufion to his integrity, uniformity of con- 
. jdu£l, or political principles. 

The Attorney General faid he intended no particular appli-- 
cation of what had fallen from him. That his friends or ad-* 
yeifaries might think as they pleafed ; every man was free to 
Ihink for himfdf ; of courfe he was at liberty to hold {lis 
firft opinion, and to avow it, which was, that the bill was 
heceflary, and that it was unobjedionable in its iirfi forma* 
jlion, as well as amended ftate. He obferved, that it was a 
very unufual thing to debate a bill in this (lage ; that many 
opportunities had prefented themfelves fmce its firft introduce 
cion into the Houfe ; on the fecond reading in the committee, 
and on the report ; but all theft opportunities were partly 
{>afled over, and adminiftration were now called on to defend 
and amend a bill in a ftage, in which, if debated at all, it is 
Icarcely or ever offered to be amended. 
' Colonel Luttrell thought the bill extremely neceflary at this 
time, and its operation in this kingdom and Ireland much 
\ranted. He informed the Houfe, that a (hip, loaded with 
fire-arms and warlike ftores, and ammunition of all kinds. 
Intended fbr America, was feized in the port of Dublin. TI^ 
merchants who were the owners of the flores, and the a^lors 
in this treafonable tranfadiion, were apprehended, and yet^ 
for want of a law of this kind, the traitors were bailed, and 
permitted to efcape with impunity. He wifhed fincerely, if 
they had not efcaped beyond the reach of juftice, that thi$ 
bill might take cognizance of their crimes, and that they 
might meet that exemplary and condign puniihment which 
they manifeftly merited. * 

Honourable Jamss Luttrell replied, that flrong fa£b made 
cafy to the humbled comprehenfion, taught him to. differ fo 
'widely in opinion from his honpurable relation [Col. Lut- 
^ '•'.. ■ ■' . trcUJ, 
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trein^ and made him feel fii^h oontrary ftntitxients to tbofe 
vhtch that honourable menriber had expieifed, that he was 
Deceflitated to perfevere in voting in oppofition to him* That 
there is an adl of Parliament tio prevent the ihipping of war- 
like (lores to America ; that if the law is not clear in point- 
ing out the means of punlihing fuch oflf^r)ders» 'it may be ne* 
c^flary to make one for thiEit purpofe; but that there is great 
difference between making laW8 to puniih the guilty, and 
breaking laws which our excellent conflitution hasprovfcfed 
for the prote£lion of the innocent. l*)iat if the proposed 
claufe was agreed to by the noble Lord [Lord North], it 
uroold retrieve the 'liberty of the fubjed on this fide the At* 
kntic^ and perhaps check, for a while^ the arbitrary fpirit of 
thofe who wifhed the bill to pafs without the ciaufe* But 
that as he could conceive no ftate of perfe^ion in a bill of 
thrat defpottc nature, to recommend it to the reprefentacives<^ 
the people, he fliould not enter into refinements of the laW| 
fior cavil upon words, but ohjeSk to the whole of the bili^ as 
an iniquitous and daring attack ujpon the Palladium of Eiig. 
lifti liberty ; andobferved, that it this was the firft-frults of 
victories in America, we muftexped to recoyer our colonies . 
at the expenfe of Magna Charia. He proceeded to obferve^ 
that after the very ftrong cenfure pafTed by a right honour- 
able gentleman [Mr, Rigby] oii the members of oppofiiion, 
who had contended for the cbnftitutional freedom of the U^ 
jed in every part of the Brttifli empire ; he muft confider 
fuch declamation as meant to open an extenfive field of Ame- 
rican debate, and therefore thought it his duty to fay a 
few words in behalf of an injured peopie,whom he conceived 
never yet to have had it in their power to return to their ai« 
legiattce without either fubnutting themfelves to vaflalage, or 
being (Condemned to death* He then entered into the origin 
and porfuit of the war, as the gf eat objed of pariia<mentary 
eontidermion ; praifed the valour pf the Britilli forces and 
their leaders, but lamented thstt the Houfe continued to 
meet for little elfe than to frame bills of hatred, inilead of re- 
ftoring laws which were for the mutual advantage of Great 
fithain and America* That he hadoften thought the lofs of 
empire would not be more difgraceful to Britifli fubjeSs, than 
thelofsof freedom \ but that he neither wiKhed to edabliib a 
republican, nor an arbitrary fy(iem of government. The 
queftion of the tim^s he . apprehended to imply, whether 
it can pofiibly be for the advantage of America to relieve her 
from one fpecies o^ caiaixvty,,Qn)}(4o Jubjeft hv tP another ? 
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aad whether it is wife in us to rejoice at an incfeafe of power 
to tyrannize, when it fets a dangerous precedent to bring 
home to ourfelves the fame military enforcement of minif- 
terial injuftice, as that which marks the defpotic principles, 
the rife and progrefs of the whole American war? That he 
certainly fliould not rejoice at any vifiory, till government 
prove they meafi to end the war with more Juftice than they 
began it. He then proceeded as follows : 

If I. were to join in claiming a right of taxation over the 
Americans, confiftently with tliofe zSts which occafioned the 
civil war, it is plain to every capacity that it rauft be unli- 
mited and unconditional; for certain it is, that government 
taxed the Americans without their confent, at a time when 
there was no dcfperate plea of neceflity which threatened the 
fafety of this kingdom ; let it be remembered, that we were 
then highly refpefled' abroad, rich in commerce, andprofpe- 
rity at home, with every advantage. of profound bc^gce. 

. The exercife of unlimited .taxation may marfe')bis for. a 
Hou(e of American delegates, by American pehupns, but 
that people can only continue to eleS their own legal * repre- 
ffntatives to record a loft conftiturion. Nor could I con* 
ccive that our liberties were not endangered, when fo dcfpe- 
rate an attempt was formed to break the fpirit of a people 
like ourfelves, who would not tamely fubmit to be treated as 
inferior fubjedis^ in point of conftitutional repreientatives, 
and the blcffings of limited monarchy. 

It is a maxim ftated by a noble and diftijiiguifhed political 
writer [Lord BolingbrokeJ, that ** whatever be the fate of 
particular perfons, houfes, or families, the liberty of the 
fubjedl (houldbe immortal." But we baye feen three mil- 
lions of fubjeds condemned unheard, and the faith of this 
nation broke, in order to fupport the powerful faflion of a 
few great fa^nilies placed near the throne ; themfelves ex- 
claiming in both Houfes of Parliament, to have recourfe to 
a^ms, to juftify fuch proceedings as they were confcious 
muft be condemned by every polSble idea of civil right which 
iconftitutes us a free people. 

The Americans, driven and neceflitated to refift fuch arbi- 
trary power, might well forget the refpe<^ which wc are 
pleafed to fuppofe was du^ to the mother-country ; when, in^ 
flead of coniidering their addrefles to the crovtrn, you pro- 
iceeded to defliroy their trade, laid wafte their country, and 

* The ineittbcrs of their Houfc of AflemMy are chofen for collates 
gni b^jyreughs, by the faiac node of eki^^o as our own. 
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totally abdicated that government, there furely remained 
little I'eafon to juftify fuch condirft, whether the Americans 
ffiould declare ihetnjfelves independent, or only imfchdncd. 

I have always thought it expedient for government to treat 
with the Congrefs, becatife it is caficr to explain differences 
to a dozen of people, than to three mHlions. Confulering 
them as mcffengers from a vaft body of fubjedls, I think they 
fliQuld be treated with, liftened to, and anfwered ; neitlier 
could the employing of then\as peafce-makers, upon conftitu- 
tional principles, be eftablifhing thefr authority to rule over 
their fello\y-fubje6ls ; qr poflibly confine the injuries dcme to 
ail Americans, merely to the perfons of the Congrefs; there- 
fore their virtues or their vices I neither praife nor ccnfure ; 
for I contend that the arbitrary maxims adopted, and obfti-. 
jaatelyperfifted in by government, were the fole origin of the 
civil war, and to this day prevent the re-eftabli(hinem of 
pcace^ I am very far from attributing fo geiteral a revolt to 
the ingenious abilities of a few very private gentkmen. Re- 
|!ore upon a folid bafis the faith of this nation towards the in- 
liabit^nts of that great continent ; give up fuch meafui;es as 
are only confiftent with narrow minds, court jwnios, and 
defpoUc principles ; defiit from perfecutions which had lighted 
irp a fpirit of refentment fiifficient to warm the hearts of 
three millions of fiibjefls, the Congrefs' would then fooi* 
fink into their original ftation of private citizens. 

1 judge the minifters to be dangerous fervants to the ftate, • 
not only by their repeated arbitrary declarations, but by 
itrongfads which have arifen out of their own condw(9:, and 
which they dare the fubjefl to counteraft. The war. is theirs, 
ajid the peace is to be theirs. We have charters to defend 
©ftr liberties^ and fo once had the AmericJins; and there is 
ihore iq be appre{iended from fuch minifter?, when in pro^ 
Iperity, than in adverfity. Therefore it is our dwty to loqj^ to. 
the ufe that will be made of the boafled vidories, before wc, 
are in love with the found of them. 1 look upon legions of 
conquerors, arid legions of tax-gatherers, in a very different 
light : the former they wifely hold up for our admiratioa, but 
the latter fuit their views, their principles, and determindf- 
tions. To be feparated for ever from America, endangers 
our liberties and the happinefs of every individual in this 
kingdom, much lefs than giving to fhc crown the rights and 
free privileges of fobjedS who muft become more niimerous^ 
ti>an oorfclves. I therefore contend, that the attempts of gp- 
vernment toclaim a right of oppreffing the fubjcfl,^ fituate«t 
however diftant from the capital, or varniflied over with any 
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pretence wbatfoever^ ought to be oppofed for the good of the 
^vhole empire. For there can be no natural divifions, no 
flavi(h didinflions conftituted amongd us, without its ending 
in deftroying the freedom of the whole. The fame motives 
which might induce a king to fide with us to enflave and op- 

Srefs the Anxericans, may find a king to watch their growing ^ 
rength, and then flde with that people to reduce us to an 
ignominious level with themfelves. Had the friends of liberty 
been fewer in numbers and ftrengih than thofe bred up iii 
popery and Tory principles, during the reign of James the 
Second^ tha>t monarch had been abfolute. It was an injured 
people firmly bound together, that (hewed ftrength fufficient 
to drive that, tyrant from the throne, and fecured to us thofe 
rights of mankind which add dignity to human nature ; un- 
der which the whole empire floyriflied ; and, till we are a di- 
vided people^ all kings will look upon our liberties with jea- 
loufy, but not with contempt. 

The ihadow of a pretence was at laft thrown out, that 
terms of peace had been offered [by Lord Howe's proclama- 
tion] upon conllitutional principles ; but when the motion ' 
made by a noble Lord [Lord J. Cavendifh] to afcertain the 
fsiQ, was taken into parliamentary confideration, the maikof 
iiate hypocrify was thrown off, and the Tory features o£ 
government's inflru<5lion to the commiflioners fully expofeid* 
Th"e pretended delicacy of Creating with the Congrefs w^s 
equally an impofition upon men's underflanding ; for there 
are no proper perfons to treat with, when you h^ve nothing 
to offer 1 And furely if bribing, a few, and condemning the 
reft to vaffalage, upon pain of death, can be cpnftrued cpp^ 
ftitutional terms of peace, they were extraded from the 
Heflian, not the Englifli laws. 

I own, Sir, I feel for the Americans, if our boafted force 
of arms can drive them to look up to thofe. minifters for mer^ 
cy and redrefs, who have plundered ^nd betrayed them, and 
whofe firft proof of integrity confifts in declaring they will 
not bind themfelves to do one a6l of juilice towards that 
country. Such, fairly flated, is implied by unconditional 
fubmiflion 4 terms, not only unworthy the injured Americans 
to liflen to^ but fuch as ought to ilrike every Engliflinian 
with indignation ; to hear a language held for our gracious 
Sovereign, more- becoming fome conquering tyrant and 
tifurper, than the father of his people, and the f worn aflertor, 
of the laws {vide coronation oath]. 

Imuft 
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I mud obferve^ that the new titles and favours beftowed ort 
the fupporters ef this war^ are not marks to difcern the well^ 
withers towards America ; neither can fnuch clemency and * 
prbteftion be expedled from thofe members who have been 
iiK>ft expert at teaching us that pleafantry is preferable to hu' 
manity ;. that loyalty con&fts in riiking the lofs of half an 
empire, ^by a£ls of violence and oppreffion; or have diflin- 
guilhed themfelves by jefting ©ver fcenes, whichy from their 
horrors and injuftice^ even the favage Indtah may have fhed 
a fear upon. 

Such men and fuch meafures I have oppofed, and trufl that 
I have ftated fuiScient grounds of j unification for the ftrong* 
dft oppofition to a war, which evidently appears to have for 
Its principal obje6i, arbitrary power, fupported bv private 
avarice, and ambition ; not public fpirit, I may add not loy- 
alty ; for though the language of tyranny may flatter the 
paffions of a monarch, and gain fpme earldoms and fome 
contfa£ls, yet. Sir, the loyal language of a Briton to his So- 
vereign ought to coniift in the welfare and afft£tions of his 
Mjetiki, which cannot beieparated from his views, without 
ttiaking Itfi^ a burden to htmfelf as well as to them. 

I (hall always wrflt to addrefs myfelf with proper reipeft 
toKTstrds every tpember here, confcious, that were the lame 
iodMduals a0etfibled In any other Houfe than a Houfe of 
Putiame&t, no man woiild take his fiatron amongft them with 
aiore humility thim I would ; but in thb public caufe, when - 
the unjtift nafa<&crc of thoufands of fellow-fubje^ls, vrhofe , 
ttv^sought to havebeenheld asfacred as our own, callsaloud 
fyf redtefs \ and when the refult of our unrelenting councils . 
naiy be graven on the tombs of thoufands more, it is a 
time to fpeak a plain and determined language; therefore, if 
t ftou^ld deviate a little from etiquette, t flatter myfelf th« 
irtpbrtateft/of fhe objeft will plead my excufe ; that objc£l 
i^ peaee and' commerce with America, which cannot be bb- 
tinned by anconditionalfubmiflion, nor by thefe deteftabie 
repeated tSts of Vtelepce, hatred, and oppreflion, but rather 
bydttjppinjg the point of the bloody fwordy until America 
ftafl reftjfc the olive-branch, placed on a conftitutibnal code 
of •h'v^sf, ftichas h neither unworthy the Americans to live 
qudei^, Htyi* Great Britain to offer. 

Mr* GMtwrnli, to explain, faid^ withbut his atnendment, a 
petibn- hud" only to take a paflage of a few ^ptlkto enable him 
tQ give^the rebels in America every ajfTilhinice in his powef^ <. 
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and return agftin t^ this country, without a poflSbility of con** 
trol or iiete^tion by any means ihort of legal proof* 

Mr* Serjeant Admr condemned the principle of the bill at 
large* and congratulated the learned gentleman who moved 
the claufe^ on the truth of his predi<£tion9| for he had at 
length produced two events equally worthy of obfervation;) 
he bad caufed the difference of opinion among the crown 
lawyers to he made manifeft, and caufed the maik to be 
drawn afide, and the Intentions of the framers of the bill to 
be pubUciy expofed in all their naked deformity. 

Mr* Buiret fpoke a few worcb in favour of the bilk 

Right hon. 3^ Townfljutnd faid, it was neither unufual nor 
uncommon to debate bills on the third reading ; nay, even tp 
add claafes, by way of ridi^, after the principle of the bill 
had received the approbation of both Houfes* He could not 
therefore conceive oo what ground the learned gentle;nani 
(the Attorney General) could feem furprifed, at what, whi^h 
if not every day^s pradice^ was neverthelefs the. conftant. 
pradice and ufage of Parliament. As to the bill itfelf, it 
was no wonder that geptlemen lliould be daggered when the 
crown lawyers were known to have diiFered fo matertaUy ift 
opintotn. Men not bied lo tzhe ptofe^Eon of the law, ought 
to reflect and confider feri(Oiifty what they were about lo do» 
when the very learned gentleman (Mr* Morton) wha^asif 
With the befidiipofitions to fupportthe meafHre, ft^^p^ihofly 
and refufed togo the length that other gentlemen, perhaps nei 
lefs Jl^aiirked, but move fangoine, were willing to do^ In fach 
a (late of likings, and dtiwrdty of opinion^ he hoped^e Hou£l 
would again coafider the very extenfive and unprecedented 
* powers meant to be lodged in the hands of the crown by thia 
bill ; and if they Aould think the principle of the bill ncce£« 
fary cobefiipposted^that they would agree to the claufeoffiMd 
by his leaitned friend, at leaft to the amendment piopoftd ^ 
the honourable gentfeman on the Treafury Bench* 

Mr. tTpur faid hedid not intend to fpeak m the debate ; yet, 
when he confiderod the- very grean and (tngtilar importance of 
the queftion now before the Boufe, he could not eentcnt bim« 
£slf with giving a fiknt^ vote ; he &ou!d, therifore^ fay a few 
words on the oceafion, to declare his heafty and entire appro* 
batioaof the claufe offered by the Uarned gehtlemaa (Mn 
punning) neair him* lie was alway» ready, he fiuSed no 
«nan in that Hoiif^ more (b, to fapport adminiftration when 
tney were right* Be hoped his fentiments, particularly re- 
%edin^ Americanai^irsyWerefiifficiently known jbutaccord«- 
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icg to the prefent appearance of things, according lo the 
avowed and oflenfible motives urged for palling this bill, he 
•was yet to learn on what reafonable or even plaufible grouncf 
adminiftration could refufe the claufe^ much lefs the amenc^ 
xnent* He wifhcd, however, before he fat down, to be per- 
fe£tly underftood, that his opinion refpedling the prefent bill 
did not at all interfere or affeft his general fcntiments re- 
fpe^ing the prefent unnafural rebellion racing in America. 

Lord North rofe to exculpate adminiftration from having 
an intention of introducing any unconftitutional precedents, 
or of defiring any powers to beentrofted either to the crown or 
them, which could be^ employed to opprcflrve or had purpofes. 
In anfwer to Mr. Fox, he^aflUred the Hotife, that he had 
received no account of any foreign ftatc having aiCded Ame- 
rica with arms, or any kind of naval or military (lores. He 
believed the contrary to be the cafe, and mnft have heard 
if they had. Probably enough, the French and Dutch merr 
chants, as objeds of commercial profit, may have fupplied 
the colonies, and been guilty of this fpeciesof prdilbitcd 
commerce; but he imagined he might fay with certainty , 
that no traffic of this kind had been carried on under the fanc-^ 
tion of either of the powers mentionedy or indeed by any 
other» He obferved, that great obje£lions had been made to 
the powers now intended to be delegated. He was forry that 
fuch a jealoufy ihould be entertained on any fide of the 
Houfe» He was certain that they fell confideraMy fhort of 
tbofe granted on fimilar occa{k>ns ; at all events, he imagine^d 
that the claufe, as offered to be atnended by his honourable 
friend near him, would completely remove every folid ground 
ofobjedion. 

Mr. jidam in favour of the bill, as it flood before the claufe 
Was;mQVed.. He coincided entirely in opinion virith the At- 
tori^ey Geneiral, that the claufe was not v^anting ; and that 
even without it, the bill did not go far enough ; that the pre- 
fent critical Aate of affairs rendered it neceflary that the mod; 
ample and dcqifive clear powers fhbuld be vefted in the 
crown, in ocder to cruQi and eradicate the unnatural arid un- 
provoked rebellion now raging in America. * He contended, 
that thepoM^ers now fought, (hould have been applied for miich 
earlier|;|md affirmed, if they had, that the war .we were now 
unhappily waging with our own fubjeds, would have been 
long finc^ extingiJiihed. IndecifTve meaflireSy indecifivelf. 
executed, were the leading chara£leriflics of the prefent admi- 
nidration, at leafi of fome, who had power and influence 
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enough, to counteraA fuch as were fiim and decifive ; and. 
iie could not help obferving and lamenting^ that a greater . 
CMrfe qottldnot befall a country^ than fluctuating and divided 
councils. Divided aa we were in Cabinet and Parliament,. 
if was natural to exped that we muft feel the fatal eifeAs of 
fijch diyifioni, in the fields and every intermediate flep that 
l^d to it. 

General Conway faid^ that adcniniftration bad not only gone 
far enough, but beyond far enough ; they had not only been . 
decifive, but he feared much too decifive. It was impoflible 
for them, in his opinion, to be more obftinate and unrelent- 
ing than they had already proved themfelves to be ; or to re* 
fort to harfiier mean^ than they bad all ;^long (leadily purfu- 
ed. The whole train of meafures, from the commencement, 
was a fucceflion of a^,,all fceming to tend to one favourite 
obje^,. that of driving America to defpair ^ and from ads 
committed under the force of thatde(pair, gradually to com- 
pel them from dutiful repaonftrance to famous and feditlous 
refolves ; from thefe to the cruel neceflity of taking up arms to 
defend their natural, chartered, and conftitutional rights; and 
at length, in the height of political rage and defperation, to 
throw off and difioLve all bands of legal governmenr, by leav- 
ing them no other alternative but rank flavery or independ* 
ency^ Thofe means of recovering America having hitherto 
proved unfuccefsful, he was aftonimed.that we ftill continue 
to adhere to them* He affirmed, that we were now, and he 
would venture to do fo from the bell authority, no nearer 
making a conqueft of America, than we were twelve months 
ago ; and that, probably, if we perfifted another year in the 
fame fyftem of politics, France, when (he found this country 
fufficiently weakened and exhaufted both in men and mor 
ney, would take an occafion to break with us ; and we fliould . 
probably, in fuch an event, find ourfelves engaged, in a war 
with, the united powers of France, Spain, Naples, Sardinia^ 
and the emperor, without a fingle ally ftrong enough to coun- 
terbalance fuch a j.uni3ion of all the great powers of the 
fouthern part of Europe. He could not fit down, he faid, 
without, obferving, that after all which minifters had pro-> 
mifed, nothing yet had been perfortned. In refpedl of the 
terms we wer^ willing to grant to the colonies: how, then, 
was it. ppfiible to eiFed that favourite meafure» of dividing 
and conimandingf America muft unconditionally fubmit, or 
agi^e to terms ; no terms having been offered on our part, 
the alternative was evidently fimple defpotifm or fimple con- 

Vol. V. * S queft. 
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dtieft. It '^^ ifNeifSfb're labford t6 talk of dividtttg the C«nk 
^^^^ fc^lijiraltr^^'b^o^lefrom the Cbn^ers, b6ca.uk, b^ 
meprtifem condtid ii^adtnihiftratidti'i tlvey did noft permit a 
ilbrnd pkrty to (bblHl in A<Heii(^. flk dpinfoiv, he afiured 
dm Houfe, was tieitKcfr fouilded in a mere fpirtt (k ^ppoRtiOtkt, 
dr ^ny either itxi^^i^ijMBr dr iiite/efted motives. He Was fnre k 
4VZ& pure ; he was certain it was uniform ; and he hod gr^ 
reafon to dre^d, 'thiift tife 'final event of the preficnt crnel ^d 
nnna(tui^rc^ War, would prove that his fears and pred«£l}olis 
t^ere too ^eH founded. 

Mr. Adkht, to explain the w6rds/iir ihdu^b. He faSft, lie 
did ti6t mean tbirfe that phrafe in the 'lo<nr, undefined man* 
jier, ithkd been cotillriiedi>y tite hoinourable gentlemkn who 
j^oke laft. He meant rtibftantiatly io fay, that the meafures 
iiow ptnrfuing^by gov^rhofent wotiM haVe been m6fe efBcsr- 
ddUSy in lall probability, had fhey%eenltalLen up ^earlier ; and» 
lichen they wei^c tkken up, had ttreybeeH carried into execu- 
^dn'With teoreQ)irit and afecrity. No mah wfas fsifibfat 
iidm ' Approving 6f fanguinary meaifures than he; and he 
klwafy^s thought thilt the fureft tiieans in fuch cafes, of pre- 
Venting the eiTtifion of blood, aild all the dire calamities of 
^'cfvil war, were by adopting vigorous meafures in time, and 
cfxecuting them feafbnably. • ' 

•Mr. j5K9»/»jf' to explain. He Was, glad to learn, that «*• 
inliilftration had in fome meafure deferted the bill ; he hopei 
they would defert the amendment too. However, divided 
tetheywere, if theyfhouldinfift on both this night, it would 
'produce a phenomenon in politics, a deferted bill, and a di- 
>rided rbimftry, carrying a queftion which fcarcely two of 
thetlv were tigreed in, and which almoft every individual of 
thein 'had virtually deferted. 

Mr. Solicitir Gtneral made feveral obfervations on the 
intelligence given by His honourable friend (Mr. Fox). 
^He faid, the informiation given by that gentleman, and every, 
argument di*awn from it, furniflied fo manyilronger mo- 
tives, in his opinion, for agreeing with the bill, and rejeA- 
ihg both the clatife'ahd amendment : he had told the Houfe, 
(and who ctiuld doubt fo good an authority ^) that two 
tif the members of the Congrefs Vreve at Paris, and that 
they were received in a public charafier, in the light of en* 
Voys, or minifters, a^med with fell |>owers from an irtde- 
•pendent ftate, treating upon prelimmaries for a perma* 
Tient and folemn communication and guarantee of their 
refpeflivc interefts. .He was witty on his old colleague, 
3 ' and 
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anil was extremely liberal of the word rebellious, trea-' 
fbnabic, rebel Congrefs, on fallen America-, ic. FJc 
faid, he did not fee any necedity for either the.cUufe or 
amendment, yet he ftiould r>ot be againft, nay he had no ob« 
}e^On to it, if its friends had been content<pd with carrying 
it early in the day ; but as the gentlemen who moved and 
fupported it, had been indulged with an acqujefcence on the 
part of adxniniftratipn, and ftiU continued to<debate the prin-^ 
ciple of the bill, he (bould now moft certainly vote againd 
it. 

Mr. Fox faid, he admired the candoUr ^nd condeiceoCion of 
ht$ learned friend, in granting the favour of petmitting the 
claufetomake part of th^ bill, if the terms in which the favoiit 
had been alked had been accom,pa^ied with that degree ^f grg^ 
tilude and fubmiflion the grantoig fo high a boon deferved ; 
if the debate had not been prolonged to this late hour* whein 
it might be ftippofed the learned gentien^jsm's prefepoe naight 
be more ufeful, and more eagerly fought. Y^t^ upon con* 
fideration, nice a$ the If^rned gentleman's feelinga wene, e^- 
ger as he was to get out of the crowd, c^relef^ a$ he wz^qi 
his duty in that ^oufe, and indifferent as he fe^n^ed to ^e 
confequiences of tlie bill ; *m either or any event, he im^gio^ 
ed his refentmentsagainft conquered Amf^rica, hi^ native h9«- 
tredof rebeiiign, his zeal for governmei^t, and bisperfon^l 
loyalty to the family on the throne, might have been in 
fome degree graohed^ without pulhing this t}iJll to the /e^e^t 
he Teemed to defire.— It might allay th^ i#$M:n^d georl^9Jk^*s 
third for public chailifement, and ejK^iajfHiary pu^i/bo^sent, 
when he could fatisfy himfelf with the pl^ngfefie^lioa 
that feven ret>eU wer« (bpved iptp a XW^ .^t ftfcw York, 
and there burnt to death ; or if that wa^ not fullici^t, ano- 
ther ^enftleman> ftill, if p^ffibk,. more zeplflus fti?d lpy>l 
[Mr. Adam J, . might feaft himCelf with ,6Q|i;temp!lating the 
gloripi|s deed daily and hoptly s^chiesv^d in our foutherA 
colonies and back fetrtqments, where the fayages came dowii 
in great nunabors (if the accounts Teceiyed by adminiftra* 
tion themlelves from that- country a-re tp.be depended .pn], 
and maflacred the innocent feti|ers in cold blood ; and tfhe 
ilaves were meritoriofly employed in the miitder of their 
unprepared, unfufpicious mafters, through the .encprirage- 
ment of an adminiflratipn which had been this day fo un- 
juftly arraigned, as fluggiOi and inert, as wanting fpirit and 
alacrity, in the glorious work of blopd and carnage ; of 
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plahnihg nothing but tame, indecinve meafures, ftill more i 

tamely and indeciilveiy executed. 1 

The queftion was put on Mr. Dunning's motion, as ^ 

amended by Mr. Cornwall, and agreed to without a divifion. 

As foon as the ciaure was read a fecohd time, and agreed 
to, Mr. Fox rofe, and wifhed the Houfe much joy, and fe- 
licitated the nation in general on the efcape they had from, 
at leaft, a ftate of temporary tyrannic dominion, which perhaps^ 
all in good time, was meant to be rendered perpeyial. He 
congratulated the minority in particular, on their fuccefs 
this day ; who, he faid, had corrcfted this very reprehenfiblc 
bill ; though a minority, they had accomplifhed this altera- 
tion ; the tnimfters were not only convinced, but afliamed, 
and had accepted of the alferation. It was no compliment 
to their friends the majority, for they were ready to pafs the 
bill as it was brought in. It was the minority, he repeated^ 
whc^ though a minority, had correded this bill, which the 
' noble Lord had brought in crude and indtgefted, imperfe<% 
and erroneous. The noble Lord was obliged to his friends 
the minority, for digefting, altering, and correcting bis bill, 
not to his friends the majority, who were ready to fwallowit 
ivitb all its original crudities, cruelties, and errors. He then 
-enlarged in an humorous^ ironical ftrain^ on the power of the 
learned gentleman [Solicitor General] who threatened to 
damn the claufe totally, and blow it out of the Houfe^ if lie 
was longer teafed with the noife and nonfenfe of his oppo- 
nents, and detained from his focial enjoyments half or a 
' quarter of ah hour beyond his time ; and painted his own 
fears very humoroufly, left fome of the over- zealous friends 
of the claufe fliould rife, and provoke the learned gentleman 
to carry his threats into execution. He was two or three 
' times rifing to fpeak, he faid, but happily repreffed his ftcU 
ings, as he watched the countenance of the learned gentle- 
man, and imagined he could perceive a glow of honeft zeal 
and determin^cd refentment overfpread it, which denoted the 
-tnoft inevitable deft ru£lion to the claufe, and terror, difmay, 
and defeat to all its fupportcrs. He faid, he muft feri- 
. oufly congratulate the Houfe, and the nation at large, 
on the prefervation of the conftitutional freedom of this 
country, from the ftab that had been predetermined, and 
covertly aimed at its inmoft vitals, by the bill as it ftood 
before the claufe was agreed to ; for if it had pafTed in that 
form, he could with confidence affirm, that no Englifliman, 
as long as it remained in force, and God knows how long ] 

that 
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that might i be, would have had the ihadow of liberty left^ 
or could be a minute fectire againft the moft cruel attacks 
of public oppieflion, or private malice and revenge. He 
then argued againft the principle of the bill, and faid it was 
a dangerous and unneceflTary bill^ even, in its amended ftafe ; 
that ftill any man, who for pleafure or bufinefs happened to 
be out of the realm, lay at the mercy of mtniders, his pri* 
vate enemies, or of public informers. On the whole, his 
fears being at an end refpeding the claufe/ he was now at 
liberty t^ exprefs his fentiments freely ; and under that fanc-« 
lion be totally difapproved of the principle of the bill and of 
the claufe ; he looked upon the bill as a dangerous precedent 
in times to come ; and learning the true difpofition and de« 
fign of adminidration, from th^r condu£l throughout^ he 
fliould give the bill a mod hearty negative. 

Mr. Cornwall faid, though he had fome time fince been 
for the alteration^ he ibould now beg leave to retradi his 
words ; tt was not an unprecedented ctrcamfiance ; many 
gentienoen had done it (ppon former occafions) as well as he. 

Lord N9rth laid, he was for the alteration withthe amend* 
ment, as exprefling more clearly what was meant and in- 
tended by the hill. 

The Solicitor General [Mr. ff^idd^rhumi] to explain. He 
denied the interpretation that had i)een put on his words.by^ 
the honourable gentleman |[Mr. fox]. He gave him ere* . 
dit for his wit, his humour, and flow of imagery and exr 
predion ; biit very little for his arguments orfafits. What he 
had faid imported no more than this, that the learned gentle-* 
man who moved the claufe feemed to be contented, at leafl: 
tolerably fatisfied, with the amendment moved by his bo- 
X^oMTableJriend; that the explanation given, wa>i feemsngly 
the proper objeA of debate ; yet, after the explanation fo 
giv^n and approved of by the* learned gfentloroan* who mov- 
ed the claufe, gentlemen continued to debate upon other 
matters {totally foreign to the queftion before the HoufCj, and 
continyed to urge firgyments again(l th^ bill. As this feem- 
ed to be the prevailing opinion of thofewho oppofed the* 
bill} and for his part it was h|s opinion, as well as that 
of mod of his friends, that no fuch claufe, mended or unar 
mended, was neceflary ; he thought and he believed vcj-y 
juftly, that.as the honoiirablp gentleman and his friends dis- 
liked and oppofed the whole bil]', the queftion ihight be put 
on the claufe, and, if he negativ^d^ then its friends would 

S3 be 
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ht juft as they were willing t6 be ; tbi^ would be at liberty 
to try theilr numbers merely on the third reading. 

Rt. hon. 71 Town/berul denied the conclufions drawn by the 
learned gentleman who fppke laft. He faid, the gentleinoeQ 
on his fide of the Houfe might difapprove of the bill, the 
claufe, and amendment ; and yet wiih, if the bill mud pa($t 
to have the rigour of it qualified, and rendered lefs noxious 
and mifchievous. He could eafily conceive, without any 
great ftore of profeflional knowledge, by the •aid of his own 
experience^ that a perfon might difapprove of a bill, or 
think it unneceflary ; that a claufe might be moved to uke 
the (ling out of it ; that an amendment might be moved to 
that claufe, which confiderably abated its value ; and yet, 
if by the ftrength of nun^rs he forefaw the bill would 
Jpafs, he might be againft the amendment and the bill, and 
Aiil wi(h and vote for retaining the claufe, though, on the 
ultimate queflion, he was preaetermined to give a iiega« 
tive to the third reading. Such was preclfely the predica* 
0ient he flood in himfelf, and fuppofcd that many of his 
friends flood in the fame ; confequently he could neither 
adopt the reafbning nor deduAion of the learned gentleman 
who fpoke laft ; for he could eafily reconcile his difapproba- 
tion of the bill and amendment, to his hearty approbation of 
the claufe. 

Sir Giorge Savlle exprdTed tlie pleafure he enjt^ed on what 
(all circumftances confideiied) he deemed a vidory over fome 
who woold wiQi to eftabli(h a fpecies of dominion in this 
country, more op^reffive and arbitrary than what was en- 
dured by the fub)e£ls of any defpotic country in Europe, 
He affigned his reafons why he thought fo, and fat down with 
. declaring, that he fhould \give his negative againft the third 
ireading of the bill. 

The claufe, or rather rider, being agreed to, the quefMoQ 
wgs put, on the third reading, and tbe Houfe divided ; 
ayes 112; noes 35. After which, the queftion was pot, 
f< That this bill do pafs," which was agreed to without 4 
liivtfipn. • ; ■■< 
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February iZ. ' 

No debate. - ' 

Fehriiary 19. . 

T^^e Hpufe in committee on flowing lumber to be carried 
in Brittfh ihips to the W^ft India iflands. 

Mr« Pennant in the chair. 

Mr. Alexander Daugljizs* 

Q, Is he acquainted with the prelent fiato of tbe Weftu 
India iflands ? 

A. I have feen letters from thence* 

Q. Has he any cftate there ? 

A. Yes, ■ . 
» Qi What are his prcfent concerns in the ifland$ ? 

A. I have an efiate in Grenada and Tobago. . I have lived 
twenty years in St. Kitts. 

Q. What is the prcfent price of ftaves* in the Weft-India 
iflands? 

A. I fa^r a letter, dated December Ia(l| from St, Chrif- 
topber's, it was not directed to nie ; in which the writer fays, 
that he bought (laves at 15L per 1000 currency » and could 
fell ^hem*fof 39!. ancjl deals at 25L and could fell them for 50K 

C^ Does he mean thofe ftaves for rum^ or for fugar cafks il* 

A. Don't know which. 

Q, How miich are ftav<^ raifed in pric^ within thefetwo 
years? ^ ., '...•;. 

. Af Now between 17I. and i8l. fterling; and even. thofe 
are bad, and . won't anfwer th^. purpofe ; the fame two yekjrs 
ago were fold at 61. , ; , 

, .Q. Is any fcarcity of ftoyes apprehended ? 

A, I faw a letter from St. Chriftopher's, firom. a manager 
there, that he has not a ftave left, and none |o he procured 
for money. The letter was dated 28 December. 

. Q, Whether the cuUiya^ion* of the ifljmds will not b^: 
highly affefied by the want of leaves ?. 
• A. Certainly wiU ; every thing of lumber there is as. 
three or four to one of what it was. 

Q^ Does he not know tha^ the fale of flaves is as much 
, leflencd of late ? 

A. Yes 5 thp price is much fallen* .. 

Q. Does not the high price of ftaves difable the planted? 
fronx giving fo high a price for flaves ? . . ' 

A. Yes. No plantation can be parried on at the prica 
ftaves now are. . 
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Q^ Has he been ufed to import into the \yeft.India iflands 
linens JFrom Europe i 

A. Formeriy. 
- Q. What fort were ufcd ? ' 

A, The linens ufed there were chiefly from Ireland. . 

Qj Are any linens from the Baltic or Stetin much ufed 
there } * 

A. SotAe : but a very trifle, unlefs-by a lady that now and 
then fmuggles a piece; .We can be fupplied by the Dutth 
and French with foreign linen. 

Q. Whether fuppofe the WeftJndia iflands can be fup- 
plied with (laves for dry goods^ can they be fupplied with 
cafks for rum } 

A. We have tried, but can't find any wood for making 
the rum calks. 

Q. Whence are you iupplied with the fugar cafks ? 

A. I apprehend chiefly from hence of late, fince the Ame* 
rican fupply was flopped. I heard of a few from Halifax,' 
an4 a fevi^ from the miffiflippt ; but I don't underflfand they 
can be many. Our accounts from the Weft-I ndia iflands are 
very diiPercnt ; fome fay there 15 no want ; others fay, th^e ~ 
is no fupply. I believe the want is very great. , 

Q. From whence did the ftaves come before the prefent 
troubles? 

A* From New York and PhHadelphia ; from the latter by 
fair the grtateil nuitiber. The accounts from the fanae 
iflands are very dtfierent ; but the price fliews the want. 

Withdrew. ; 

Mr. Afolyneux, a member in his place, being aflced as to 
the fiateoftbe iflands, reads a letter, dated Jan. i, 1777. 

** I am in daily expe^ation of the arrival of the planta* 
tion (lores — Provifions, boards, and ftaves, are much wanted ; 
tkip two latter more particularly fo, as there is not any on 
your property : if they do not appear foon, I fliall be at a^* 
(land, as there is none to, be purchafed here at any price 
whatfoever. 
-'■ <* Signed, J. Constable. 

« Direfied to W. Colhoun, Ef^.'' 
(phriftopher Heinektn, ftav^ merchant. 
' Q. Fr6m what part' of Europe does he import ftaves ? ' 

A. From Stetin and HamWgh, and the other ports of 
theBalti?:. * 

Q. Has not a great increafe of ftaves been required for the 
Vfe of tht public? , 

A. Yes ; 
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A. Yes ; fcnr i^ndijt^g provifion^ to t^e afmy ia Aine- 
rica* 

Q. Has there not been a gteat increafe of the demsind for 
the ufe of the Weft^India iflands } 

J\m Xes» 

Q» Whether t^H thofe demand^ have opt .iBCfeafed.lh^ 
^rice ?. 

A. Ye% very greajil]^* 

Q. In what proportion in the laft tyro years} • 

A. Thirty or forty percent. 

Q. Has be imported any ftave« from the Mediterranean f 

A. No. 

Q. Whether he gives dtredion for thefizei 

A. No, 

Q. If he did, would they fend them of thofe fizes } 

A. No*— not at fir ft. 
. Q. Whether an order to fend theia of half the thickn^fi « 
would be complied with ? 

A* No — I believe they wQvk) not be p«$ opt of their 



'4 



_ Not in time } 

A. I hardly think they could. 

Q. Are the Hamburgh ftaves fawed or ff^it i 

A. Split. . s 

Q. Are they dearer than they were fix months ago i 

A. Much at the fame i rather dearer : the price rifeso^ery 
day. 

Q. Whether any ftaves are fent direAly frqm tfce BaHic 
to the Weft-Indies i ' 

A. No. 

Q. Whether if they were fiermitted tp be fent dire&ly 
now, it would introduce fmuggliog ) 

A. I think it would very much^ and be of no advamtage 
to the iflaAds. 

Q. What would be fmuggled from the. Baltic? 

A. Linen> wool, wines, and feveral other articles* 

Q. Does he know that they ever ufe woollens from tb^ 
Baltic, in the Weft-Indies i 

A. I don't know they do. 

Q. As to linens ) 

A# Does not k9ow» but has h^ard fe» 

Q. Whether, before the American troubles, ftaves waca 
iinpofted ifito London for the.u& pi the Wef^^lniifis ? 

4. Hnreff 
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A. Never. 
Withdrew. 

Mr. John R$herts Hawkins^ cooper. 
Q. What is the nature of the ftaves imported from the 
Baltic ? are th^y fit to be fentto the Weft-Indies at all ? 
A. No. 
Q. Why ? 

A. They are large in fubftance, aAd cannot ht manufac- 
tured there for that trade. I thinks as a cooper, that ftaves 
manufadured in London by me, will be as cheap as if cfeir- 
, ried direftly from the Baltic to the Weft-Indies ; the price 
lof working them there would be fo great. 

Q. Have any ftaves been imported by you from Canada ? 
A. I have imported none, but I have purchafed them. 
Q. What is the nature of thofe ftaves ? 
A. They are the beft that ever came to this market. 
Q. Are they as good, or better for wet goods, than others ? 
' A. Better for rum. Quebec exceeds the Hamburgh as 
much as Engliih oak does the Quebec : this is the opsnton tt 
all the trade. 

' Q* Does he know of any bounty given by Parliament for 
importmg American ftaves into England ^ 
- A, Yes. 
Q. Wasiteffbaual? 
A. No. ^ 
Q. Why not? 

A. The bounty giveo tinder certain fubftances, two inches 
. think on the joint, claufe in that ad laying a certain penalty, 
ice. and the danger of incurring the penalty, deterred 4ho 
importer from accepting the bounty. 

Q^ Whether giving the bounty now in proper terfm^ 
l^ould not encourage the knportafion from Canada ? ' 

A. Yfes. 
' Q* Are n^ great quantities of ftaves ufed in general for 
home confumption ? 
A. ' jT^a. 

Q. Whether an increafe of importation would not enabtie 
them to fend more out ? 
A. Undoubtedly. 
Withdrew. 
\- • Mn Brwke Wtftfon. 

Q^ Whether there are not parts of Canada fuflScient to 
provide ftaveS for the Weft-Indialflands? 
• A. Not immediately. 
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Q^ In what length of time will they i 

A. It depends upon circumftances ; if Lake Champlaiq 
Ihould be fecured, then ftaves vfotAd be cut during the next 
winter, and be ready for (hipping the fumnier following* 

Q^ Whether ^ bounty pn ftaye^ imported from Canada to 
the Weft-India iflands, would not encourage their fending 
them thither? 

A. No doubt if it extended far enough. < 

Q. Have you formed apy opinipt) bpvr fv it ought to ex-t 
tend! . 

A* I have not« 

Withdrew. 

Sir Robert Herriesy banker and merchant* 

Q^ < Whether he has not refided at Barcelona a confiderabic 
time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What employment had he there ? 

A. I was conful to the king of Denmark, and a merchant 
mt the fame time. , 

Q. Did he export wines ? 

A. Vcryofrpn. 

Q^ Did he not find ftave$ there for that exportation ? 

A. That country produced fome ftaves, but nqt fyfEwnt 
for the wine and brandies exported. 

Q^ From whence had you'the caiks ? 

A. Moftly from Italy. 

Q^ Does he know what part of Italy might bcft furi^ifli 
ftaves for the Weft-India iilands ? 

A. From the Roma^ ftate in tl}e Pope's dpminion$, an4 
from the coaft of Calabria and Am^lfi ; but I believe the 
quality of that timber is fo ha^rd as to require more labour 
than the inhabitants of the Weft-India iflands would bjeftow 
on it. The forts are red oak, white oak, and chefnut. 

Q^ Would any other part of Italy furiiiih timber proper . 
for thofe purpofes ? ^ 

A. None fo proper as thofe I have mentionedi and tl^ey 
would be rather too hard. . 

Q^ How much did you give for thofe ftaves ? 

A. Red and white oak ftaves would coft, laid down at 
Gibraltar, from 12I. to 15I. per 1000, and this is according 
to the laft advices received within this 'month : the price has 
always been the fame. 

Q^ Would they not prepare them to be fent } 
, A. The fizes already fuit. 

q. What 
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Q;^ What arc they i 

A. Length 54 inches ; tbicknefs i inch ; breadth 4 tto 5 
inches ; heading 36 inches long, and 6 inches broad« 

Q. Is the price of pak and chefnut the fame ? 
' A. It is different. 
Q^ What is the difference 1 

A. Chefnut, all charges included, from tol. to 12U per 
1000 of 1200 in Italy, put on board* 

Q^ What would they coft laid down at Gibraltar ? 
A. From 131.10 14I. 

Q^ Within what time an affortment of the Mediterranean 
ftaves could be procured ? 

A. If not a very large quantity, within lefs than twelve 
months; the reafon is, that all the ftsives are now engaged, 
and they ceafe to work in July, Auguft, and September ; 
therefore they can't be cut till next winter, and (hipped till 
next fpring. 

Q. Whether if any great order was fcnt there, it would' 
have any effed on the price i , 

A* It would. 
Q^ To what degree ? 
A. Not above loU per cent. 
Withdrew. 

Mr, Chrijiopher Baldwyn, a Weft-India merchant. 
Q^ Whether he knows the prefent price of ftaves for the 
Weft-Indiaiflands? 
. A* About 30I. per. 1 000 currency. 

*Q;^ What was the price two years ago ? 
>. A. About 81. per 1000 currency. 

Q. Whether without a fupply of ftaves at a Icfs price, a 
fiop will not be put to the cultivation of fugar canes i 
A. I have had feveral letters lately. 

«* Antigua, Dec. 18. 
*f If we have not fooaa large fupply of ftaves and heading, 
I know not what we ftiall do with our canes, for it will be to 
no purpofe to grind them.*' 
Another from colonel Martin. 

" Antigua, Dec. 7. 

*^ Moft of our planters have not ftaves and boards enough 

to contain even a fmall crop, though a few others and myfeff 

have fufficient for the next, but no more: what theu (hall 

. wc do for the crop after next ? we muft want every thing for 

the means of life, and for fending the crop to Englabd.*' 

" The 
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The neceflity is general to all the plant^rs^ h&ik for fttves 
•ad ail fojTU of lumber. 

Withdrew,^ 

Mr. Jatoi Hi^en, a pipe ftave oierchant. 

Q^ Are the (laves from Hamburgh, a^ the Bailie proper 
for the Weft- India inarket? ^ . 

A. I apprehend they arc- / 

Q^ Have any been cut here for the Wefft-jQdies ? 

A* I believe ther^ have* . , 

Q. Can't they cut them in the Weft-IwcSes as well ? 

A. I i^ptefbend not* 

Q^ Can't you import Hamburgh, ftav«s> afid Caw them 
-htt^ and txp^rX thc^ to the WeiUIndka us cheap las .they 
ca& be exported dire&Iy £nm the Baltk 2 
' A. I appxishend I caA. 

Wuhdiew* 

The Houfe again eeft^ved ilTetf Into a cocmnitlee opoiithrs 
fubje<5l, on the 26th of February (Mr. WJiitworth ia lbs 
charr}^ vrhen the following refolutions were agreed Id* 

Refolvedy That it is the opinion of tfais' conamittee^ that 
the planters in the Weft»India tifands are iti gvea^ want of 
ftaves, and other lumber^ for the cultivation of their plant- 
ations. 

Refolvedy Tl>at it is the opKnioii of this committee), that 
it is expedient to authorize Brfti/h (hips to carry Itimbcr'from 
the Baltic, the North 'Sea, and die Medherramjan^fiar a limited 
time, under certain reftridipns. 

Kefolvedy That it i$ the opinion of this coiiimifttee^ that 
it may be expedient to grant a'boanty uj^on Aawes and other 
lumber imported frera Canada, £aft aaoA Weft Florida^, 
Nova Scotia, and the liland of St. John's, totbe Wlefi-Indies 
and the MuJ^mto diore. 

ReMved, That it is the optnion of this cofStmiitee, that 
it may be alfo expedient to enable his Majefty-scooimTfliQneis 
in North America, and Governor Tryon, to <gt!nit Uqenfis ^ 
to the commanders of Britiih 'Chips to export lumber ta the 
Weft-Indies from the port of New York for a limited tim«« 



February ao. 
Nothing done. 
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Fikruary%i. 
Th0 Older of the day, to go into a committee offupply, &c 
It was mov^d, <* That the extraordinary fervices, incufredan4 
paid by Mr. Rigby^ fliouki be referred thereto ; alfo that aa 
alccbunt of the ^ftribntion of 970,000!. and likewafe the in^ 
vefttfnentof 7^>973l« i88.5d. in the purcha(b of Spaniih and 
Portugal coin, for the ufe of his Majefty's forces in America, 
be referred to the faid committee of fupply .^^ 

Lord Niwhaven faid, he had examined feveral items in the 

aiocount witfh "all |>oflible attemion ; yet there were fome of 

Aietn fhaty in hiGopftnion, caUed for explanadon. He had«o 

doubt fbat fhe raon^ had been faithfully and properly ap« 

plied, and that the tveKfory-board made their contradsqn the 

che^peft and beit terms in their powers He was fatisiied, on 

the other hand, that contradors were equally induftrious, oa 

their part, to make as ample profits as they poffibly could^ It 

^as the bufinefs, therefore, of Parliament to examine into the 

-nature of them, and to fee tliat neither the natik)n nor the 

treafury, or any other official boards, were tmpofed upon. 

On this ground he could not help entertaining many doubts^ 

there being many items in the account he did notcompre* 

hend. Hi& Lordlhip thfen enumerated feveral bf the articles 

whkh created his doubts, dnd the nature-and*extem of feveral 

of thte charges, of which he profefled his ignorance : thofe re* 

]ftied to the purchafe of •baggage-horfes,-renyittance8, the eX'- 

penditure of the monies diflburfed by virtue of the vote of 

credit ; and the general uncertainty which overfpread the face 

of the eftimates, taken together, on account of the committee 

^t being able to diftingurfli and afcertain vvhat had been if«- 

fued under the authority of the vote of credit, from the feve* 

tal fpecies of ex^pendilure paiticularized in the items now un* 

der confideratton^ 

Lord N$rth replied to the doubts ftarted by the noble Lord 
who laft fpoke. He faid, theireaftiry had made their con*- 
3rra£b with the-utmoft fnigality ; that the charge for horfes, 
looked upon to be foexorbitant by the>noble Lord, happened 
'%uiie in the common courfe of bufinefs, and was adopted from 
0iotives of economy; they we're coUeded from the feverai 
regiments of cavalry on the Britiih eftablifhment, and were 
^reguhrly valued: the valuation was j61. per horfc, which 
-wa^the price for which they were recruited ; and ihcy came 
cheaper confiderably than any others that could be procured 
'to anfwer the end of baggage-horfes. His Lordlhip entered 
likewife into feveral explanations ; and endeavoured to draw 

the 
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the line to much wi(hed for ; but after all his indufiiy, ei* 
thcr from the intricacy 'of the fubjeft itfclf, theconfufioii 
which generally accompanies a detail of figures^ and thede* 
du£tions drawn from them> wheo memory is the only fource 
of information the party inquiring has to draw frorn^ the 
whole feemed to bear every appearance of a mafs of am- 
biguity and obfcurity. 

Lord Barrlngton faid, he had been in the war-ofEce» at. 
timesy for fe^enteen years, and never heard a fmgle com- 
plaint of any impropriety in the conduct of that board; 
that he prefumed the horfes were wanting immediatelyy and 
he was fatisiied they could not be procured in, aby other 
manner, on fo low term$» and fo expeditioufly* 
. Colonel Bane faid^ there were many articles in the ac- 
count which he wilhed to have explained, as the fums were 
immenfe. They were the reprefentatives of the people^ pr 
they had no right to fit in that Houfe. Tbey were fent. 
there by their condituents^ to be a control on the execu^ 
tive power, and a check upon miniAers. ' It was their pe- 
culiar province to inquire into the expenditure of the pub* 
He money. Minifters were refponfible j their duty requif-* 
cd that they iliould give the Houfe every fatisfadion ia 
their power. He then pointed to a great number of arti- 
cles,, which he faid were ihameful ; the very charge of fur- 
geons' mates, increafed from three to nine for each regiopient* 
He dwelt a confiderable time on one item in the account^ 
which :was the fum of 44,oooU iifued to Col. Fawcjt, un- 
accompanied by any explanation, or fpecification for whj^t, 
but the bare ilfuing of the money. He fpokeof theba^ 
and unwholefome pro\ifions fent from Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the ficknefs and mortality they had occalioned 
among the troops, both in New York and Canada; and of 
the bad flour which had been firft imported from America, 
.and then exported thither at a mod exorbitant price. . This 
flour would not bear a fecond voyage, he faid, nor was it 
of a quality to be ufed, even on its iirft importation from 
Anierlca, except in feafons of dearth and neceifity ; the com 
and flour fla£lorsin general being of opinion, that the grain 
was of fuch a nature as not to bear the fea -carriage without 
heating, and in fome meafure fpoiHng it ; fo that the health 
of the troops was facriflced to the emolument of the con- 
tractors, who being paid the very bed price, ferved the araiy 
with this fpecies of flour, that the EngUfli bakers would 
tiot purchaft, and tl^ereby gained a double if not a treble 

^ profiu. 
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profit. As to the fleih proyifions txportcd from Irdand> he . 
fiidy he was an eye-witnefs of that himfelf, when in that 
kingdom lad fummer^ where^ in the very heat of the dog* 
days,, he faw a gr«at numi)er of dfoves of hogs gOtng to 
fUn^hter, killed, imtnediatelj falted, and packed up for the 
ufc of the army in Amefe*ica. He was curious enough to 
inqCittre of the coopei 8, if provtfions thus prepared would • 
keep i He was anfwered. Certainly not ; tnev might keep 
for the voyage ; but if not opened, and confumed immediately 
on their arrival, thdy would be good for nothing ; and even 
10 that event they would be barely eatable. He faid, the 
traofport ferv^ce was an immenfe article^ and was higher by 
nearly one half, than was ever known. The freight had 
been ufually 91. per ton, and now it was raifed to the mon* 
ftrotts price of fourteen or fifteen. 

Lord .North replied^ that the article of which the ho*- 
noi&rable gentleman fo loudly complained, was 44,000!. paid' 
for levy^-money, which adminiftratton did not, he confefledt 
esped would be demanded^ becaufe it was not mentioned 
in the treaty. The Landgrave of HeflTe quoted the treaty 
of 1:7 $5 as a orecedent ; that treaty was underflood to be 
tht.bafis of the prefent ; confequently, the good faith fub-> 
lifting between both parties, compelled adminiflration to 
accede to the juftice of the claim. He laid, fome of tha 
pi^ifions exported were as good as could be wifhcd for^ 
fome of them indifierenr, as was always the cafe. They 
were fent in hafte, and inconveniences of courfe happened; 
buf every complaint of the latter kind would be now at an 
enil.-/ Adminiflration had con'traded to have them of the 
hjtfk kind, and delivered on the fpot in the beft cofidition ; 
t)ierefore, if they (hould turnout daniaged or unmerchant- 
able) the lofs would fall on the contractors, not on govern* 
ment. As to the tranfport fervice, it was executed well, and 
the fewtraSs made on the beft poflible terms. The honour* 
able gentleman was miftaken in the price of freight; for the 
higheft price paid was no more than 12s. 6d. and the cur- 
rent price before the breaking out of the war was ;os. per: 
iph* This rife originated from two caufes : firft» the in- 
Cjrealed demand; fecondly, the great expenfe the tranf- 
port contradors were put to^ in arming and fitting out 
their vefiels, fo as to be in a (late of defence . againft the 
American privateers. And though the advanced ireight. 
might amount to a very great fum, when it wascbnfidered 
iha^^tJie events (^f the «warfolely depended oh the double - 
. rVtO*! V, . T pperatioit 
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operaiioif of a fafe ^om^ance, in refpeS of Xofffjlngma 
atsi^ ¥iith military ftotea and provirion& of atli kkids, ^nd 
cue pr«veniftKig tbctiK firom falling into the hands of the re^ 
b^, no gentletnan in that Houfe woul% he pre&inwd, )»* 
mmt or even difa^rave of any incfeide of ttxpenditufOf 
whieh was intended to fecure, and was happily produdite . 
of fo important and defirmble a pnrpofe. As a pfoof hinr 
MPell the high freight was laid oat,, he cfcitU inform the 
C9mfBJittee» that oot of 2021 Hanfportt and viAuaVkrs feat 
ta Ameneaj^ only three had fallen into the hands of the re« 
bels ; Jind one of them was ifioaght to have been kift» byt- 
tKo capC^itt pefttiitAing himfelf to be forpi ifed \ b»t tlui^ a£*' 
fair MK>uld be inquired into. , 

^LM^Matvinztm tepiicd to the artVck re^Ati^ the iisr^ 
geon's mates, that an additional number wasalwajrs attowed 
tathe; Irgimeais quartered in the Weft Indiee) a*A tiie 
nMnber wa^-ftillfcriliceincreafedy in proportion to the aoaiv-* 
nfif the troops were quartered ; if cantoned in fingle com^' 
fMMe9> each company would moft undoubtedly require a 
uMte. 

' Colonel Barre^ ipcaking upon the rum contm A% obfenftd^ 
the cofltrafbs for runt were at js. 6d. and 5s. 3d* pcv gali* 
loa, which was a moA unheafd^of and exorbrtant pricey 
whim it was well known,, that good rums could be delivered^ 
a^ the quays in London from as. to 3s. per gaHoa, indepcndb* 
eat of the duty. In other places, the iiim tiotal was ehai^^ 
ed, without fpocifyt^ the numbet of gallons, which fant 
tha price at t^rge; tt mi^t be toft. ifStead of js; or^t^ 
pet gitiofl. Contrafting was a fpecial good ttade nowua*'' 
d^ys. It was^ a rich mantiro and daily gaiiiiftg gnkilid* 
CcfMrnsftors were knowi^ to be aiytmals of a grecSy naturet ' 
always craving and never farisfied ; their appetites for dif^ 
hpoeQ lucce and foul gain were as infatiaUe as their COA^ 
fctences- were eafily fatisfied, and their tninds in aUfohkts 
refpeding their mercantile or parKamentrry condiid, readily» 
made up. 

Lord Notth (aid, the price of Jamaica rum on the f^' 
waa 4s. 4d. pec gallon, which with freight^ infaranoe, and' 
ullage, left bttle or no profit for the oontra^or ; it otight t# 
be taken into the e(Umate of the probaMe ttik aad^ptofts^^. 
that tibe contractors engaged to ddiver the rum in wkatemar 
part of America it might be wanting* As to^tbe-fpreii^. 
mgmaiiufeof contra&s, hisLoi)dfliipobferv«d, thitcontrtiiaHP 
were not^ion&aed to the anembersof that Hdufo. Ageii^ 

diRMn 
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any pcrfon but a member of that iioitfe^ was abreaoh' of 
iprivilege. He fuppofed the honounbltf gMtiertiaii rtiesiiiia 
diiplay of wtt> rather tha$ any thfliif^fertous. If, however^ 
it was intended a^ a general infinnation, tbM fiofie but ttievii-* 
bers had contrads, he beggad ieafeio fet the gentleman rights 
aad tt imtorm lum iKaf the ccMnrary w§n the fad. He did 
nefi kliaw'.aiiy cuAoln^ bfoge^or law of PatiafAeofi thalfnad^- 
it fb; artA be ^iraaeefUitny thai «ontra£b' were gtyen indifcfU' 
imiiuiiety torfuch as Pitt» meft likely to Execute than vrttt^ 
'wrthf««;any.Qotfri4eraficll»!v«^heiher tbe^tedorhad fiot'ii 
ftaH i|i«J^ailMiimnt.. 'Some bietfd, he allowed, proved bad i 
bm.diofi»,wier9aecidehtt'it wai f nipoflible to ^mf Me agatnA. 
It might have been ocMfloMed throligh htirry^ ignorance, or 
rmUmbtv He was welt Atis^ it aroTe frem nothmg elfe. 

'^ OMMiBttNr^ hU^ wMcQ the treaty Wa^ mUe with Heflfe^ • 
vrkynrnt ir not -known that levy-money mtift 1»e paid; and' 
wto wM k not aceoniingly laentioned m the tre&ty prefentetf ' 
to tbt Hoirfe t It hwii hd <ioiiId not hrip faying, every ap«« 
penialK&of the grofleft deceit and im^fition ; andobferved 
on the j^eral j!uftiifmRf#n now fet Up, fhdt if the treafury 
boafd eonfifted of the vileft and moft profligate diaraAenr 
tkw ever ^ifgracednrHiftkind, they would in tlieir own defitnee 
ptead^ that S\ty haditfpofed of the public money in the moft 
frugal and faithful manner. 

• Sefidtey Jf the treaty of I7$5 was to govern tht prefent, 
boi^hl to prevail as a ^ute througkoijt. If not^ but that- 
many advanaageons lerms were introdveed into th^ treaty oi^ 
tJJSy ^^^ ^^f equitable eonftruAion ftowing from thefi^ 
pttsmifts Was, that tim J^andgrave of Hefle had a* double 
fiiMidy, and other advantages by the latter, thiit he had nof 
by tiie former ; he was bound therefore to abide by either one 
or fhe ot|ier. Take the- treaty of 1 755, with all its benefits ; 
or felia<)ui(h every claim u^ihr it. Let his Serene Highnefa 
have, in God's name,- hisofytion <^the levy money, or the 
double fubfidy v but to give him both, fo dire<5lly contrary to 
fhe letter as well as fpir it of the treaty of 1 755, was an abufe ' 
of Parliamentary truft and tninifterial duty hitherto une^ 
quaMcd and unprecedented in the annals of minifterial teme4 
Tity and peculation.— 'The Colonel fat down, with obfervw 
ing, that, even within his oU'n memory, fuch a grofs maU 
verfiition in office WouM hsive been Yevercly and pointedly ani^^ 
madvcited upon by amajorifyef that Houf^ \ and that no pl^ea, 
but incapacl^ or ignorance, i^ontd be Aifidi^t todeptecav^ 

T a its 
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iu j uft rerentments afainft fo daf tng and wanton alnt^ch of 
public truft* Motion agreed- to. 

Adjourned to^tbe 24th. 

FAruarj 24. 

Private bufinefs. '. 

Ftbruary 7t%4 
' Governor jfdn^viu. I have in mjr band a petition from 
Qaptain Blair, in behalf of l^imfelf and Dodor Charles Ir^ 
vingi compbining of a violent outrage comtmtted by Wto 
Spanifli guarda*cofta8» holding commiflkms from the King 
0% Spain, in the capture 0f the fliip Morning Star, the^per^ 
ty of the jpetidonecs, %i ihe lay at anchor, with the.Eng^ifli 
cploursdilplayed, in the road before Black-river> theprincipal 
J^itifii ff ttlemeot on the Mufipriio flwie. 

A$ I believey from fomething 1 have heard fitifce a «oble 
I^ord in my eye^ {LoidL Northl hoe entered the Houle, 
wbofe fiut gmeraljy determines the vete, that I (hall. not %b 
permitted to bring this petition up ; I ifaall therefore lake tto. 
liberty of dating the contents and the circumftances tnose »t * 
I^rge than I (bpuld otherwife have done in this fta%;e of the 
biifinefs, that the world may judge between Ihe condud of 
tbofe wbo.offS^r this petition, and of fuch reprefentatives of 
the people as refufe even to hear the <!omplaints«i( injui^ 
fubjeds> or to luiiuiriB into the circumftances of national in* 
fult and difgrace. • ' ^ 

/Before I ftate the particulars of this trania^ofi, it.istie* 
ceflary for ooe to ioform the Houle^ that they are not now 
CfiUed 00 to inquire intd a cafe where f be leaft infraAton of 
ai^y.of the laws for carryii^ on commerce in the Spanifli-do** 
tninions, can be alifged^ v I freely confefs that the impoli- 
tic laws of i^^ain refpedling. the coniinerce of her colanilQS» 
are fuch, by making the temptation of profit fo much greater - 
than the riik of feizure, that the ^adventurous fpirit. of ouff 
qpuntrymen has been frequently polled forth to force a trade 
tipon thofe coaAs, and even encxNimged by the officers of our 
government, below the dignity of a great nationv Tbefe 
adventurers are much diminiihed of late : chey were former^ 
ly known by the name of Bucoaniers : like moft other ili<%al 
traders, with great riiks and grc^t profits, they, were of a 
very defperate caft, and frequently irxegular in their con* 
du^, fo that inquiries into their complaints demanded more 
tlvan prdiiiary circumfpeftion. But I beg the Houfe will not 
from thence be induced to believe^ from private 'Whifpers or 
falfe infiiuatiQPi ifaftt thrre was the leaft degtee of illegal^ 
. , . L commerce 
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cocninerce or unbecoming behaviour on the psirt of Captain' 
Blair or Do&ox Irving^ or any of their people, intermixed 
with this complaint ; they are both men of irreproachable 
charaAer, and of enlar^ underftanding, well known to 
siany of the nEiembers of this Houfe. The matter is 
truly and without evafionp^ an iflue joined between Spain* 
and Great Britain,* to the right of fettling on the Mufijuitp 
fliore, wbiich the Spaoiih court^ fisem determined to fupporif 
by ouvert zSts of force and violence^ rather than fubmit to a* 
civilized difcuflion by the law of nations ; of which infulting 
difpofitioa in the court of Spain, thefe worthy gentlemen^ 
the petitioners, are likely to be the unhappy vi^ims. 

It was with no hofitle intentions^ Str^ it was with no views 
^ ille^l comiiaerce, that thefe gentlemen embarked them*' 
felV:!^ ^nd their property on the pmged of a fettlement on 
the ]Vfuf<}uito Oiore ; it was to cuhivate the generous airts of 
pe^ce, and. diffufe their benign^ influence through that rude" 
and waAe patt of the world* This projeA they undertook 
iM»t only by the encouragement, but in ibme tnttsifutcaitlk 
i^rit of government* 

In the year k775> a more regularfbrm of governments 
hts^ing been eftablifliMMl ontheMufi^uitoihore, by thd appoint- 
ment of a legiQative council, Dodor I rvingand Captain Blair 
were induct by this a£l of authority, together with the en«> 
CQurageynisttt thoy received from the Ear) of Dartmouth, to 
embark between five and fix thoufand pound in the adveh* 
ture of making a fettlement on the Mufquito Ihore, chie^ 
with a view of expreifing vegetable oils out of the various 
oleaginous produ^ions of tiiatcoimrry, fit for the wool-comb- ^ 
ing and other piirpoies in the woolIenNmanufadory here. 

The next objea (the petitioners betng^both excellent cfay« 
mtfis as well as intelligent botanifts) was the improve- 
ment and cultivation of the different dyes already known in 
that country, with a reafonable hope of further difcoveries 
by men fo attentive and intelligent onthisfnbje£t« A third 
point was the t:ulture.of cotton in a climate fo favourabley 
where land is lb cheap, and which is beftdes fo well calculated 
In the procefsof preparing for the native indolence of the 
inhabitants, in their fir/l progrefs towards more adive induf- 
try. Xbefe were the objeAs of this expedition ; and to fhew 
how much they were approved by authority, Lord Dart* 
mouth, then firft lord comnuiGoAer of trade and plantations, ' 
and fecretary of ftate for the colonies^ a£):ually undertook, in 
cafe Mr* Blair and Do&or Irving fuccceded in their views 
T 3 refpedling 
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r#fpf ding the vogetable.oil^ thaf it {ho^ld l^ moywA in PartHh 
]|)C|ijt tu m^k^ an ulteraxipn in the dytie$ in that re fped. 
- A projed lik^ tl>i' iP^y I'^if^ Ridicule frpcn men bom t«^ 
9p[ulent lortu^ef , who have nerdnhad fKaffaftw, to.coiifider, be* 
yond their o^n e(lates» the Tarioiis ine^ments which God 
%^ eil^bliSi^d fqr rpreadihg tmproyctiients throughout the 
Vf qrld# put to Ihoi'e who are able to trace t^e e^caqr of Pro^ 
iiidience tbroughdiflfrrent works, and ktiow the mimberiefs dif«« 
4^v«ric^ that have been made in the arts and fcitinces undec 
Aich eiitbufiafm, who feel tiie fpirit that fent Cplumbus to thn 
yv^{\i >od Gam^i .to the eaft> will npyere men of that ttyhi 
cfmind^ 

1% Mrould appeac that this arrangement of the |egifla<fv^ 
coiipcil^coupledto the circumflanices of men of g^nin$ fettlinjt 
ijpder \U hadrojufed the natMrai jealoufy of the court c>f Spaib^i 
^nd had determined the councils ei that nation tq count^ra^ 
^efpeafi^re byaSual force; for afterailthetrouUeof colter* 
ijpg iii^terial^ for fuch an eftabli(hment, after the fatigues of 
^ iQPg a paflagef before half the utenfils were landed out of 
the veflfel, (be was, in open day, boarded, feized, and carried 
^Wn in fight of the King's houfe* and all the rnhabitatits qf the 
platee, by the Pac|fico, of twelve guns, commanded by Doii 
j^ohn CadeUo, and the Recorfo, of fqurteen guns, command^ 
Zi |>y Don Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhaj^py mariners 
yf^re tied together and made captives, and earned along with* 
thf veffel to Cartbagena. 

That the Houfe may underftand the fubjeft fairly, it will 
Ve pi^f^er tp llatein acurfpry manner, what has hitherto beeii 
the rii^atioa of the Mufquito (bore. 

The country extends aboyt twet^ty league^ t^eydnd Biacfc 
liyer, to the weft, and twfnty leagues to the foutji of Yarra 
or Great river, makiog in the. whole about 400 miles of a 
r^^ngul^r coaft, running weiftand fotitb, from Cape Gracia 
cie Dios, and from.iQo to 80 miles deep in the couittry. The 
0|\^ie{$ of the different tribes of Indians 'firft fortnatly ceded 
^is COQPtry to his Majefty while the Duke of Albemarle 
f^^^governor of Jamaica ; theif chiefs have eve^ fijic^ been 
re%e^ed and obeyed |>y the natives, according to tke com«l^ 
miflions they have held from the gayer nor of Jamaica, ta 
-yffhi^h the Muf^iiito (bore iscontidered as an appendage, nor 
baf any Spaniard eyeriettleJ there. 

In the war 0^ 1 740, when we projected the attack on Cartha«>- 
gBi^a, and the expedition info the South SeAs^ under Lord An-^ 
foQj thinking the Indians mighk he of iiiaterial fervice iagaiiii^ 
'■■ ' " '/'-* ' ' ' ^'' I '• ^ • ^j^^ 
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the SpifttriardSSs tXi ofKcet ondcr the name of ruperinleniaTi^ 
mid paid by the crowh, was then appointed, as alTo jtiftices of 
the peace, by cotnmiflion. from the governor of Jamaica j 
ivhjch eftabfifliment has continued ever fince, fometinaes with 
triore rela^i^cdj and fom^times with firmer authority, according 
Id the chara£ters of the men employed, as every fpecles of co- 
]t>ny government under our conftitution muft be, wheli 
founded merely on the will of the crown, without the elec* 
tive voice of the people. 

It was no doubt with a defign of remedying thofe incon- 
vejiiences, that this new fpecles of colony government by a 
Ibgiflative council, chofen by the inhabitants, was adopted, t 
do not take upon me either to condemn or approve the policy 
which direded the meafurc, but I believe the motives were 
extremely good. A very extraordinary circumftance had 
twought the aifairs of -the Mufquito ihore under the more 
immediate review of the Board of trade, by which the un- 
retrained irregalarities that prevailed there, became more ap- 
parent ; a Very worthy gentlemaf\j and a friend of my own^ 
fcad gone to that part of the world, in the year ^773, with % 
view of fettling in the country; when he arrived there, he 
found a commerce eilablilhed of the moft barbarous and cruel 
Itind that ever difgraced the tranfaftions of any civili^ed^ 
people. The traders on the Mufquito (hore were accullomed 
to fell their goods at very high prices and long credit, to the 
Mufquito ifidfans, and the mode of payhient fet on foot by the 
Bfitim fettlers, was to hunt, the other furrounding tribes of 
Indians, and feize them by (Iratagem or force^ from whence 
they tvere delivered to' the Britifh traders as flaves, at certain 
prices^ In difcharge of their debts, and were by them convey- 
ed as articles of comliierce to tlie Chglifh and iPrench {ettW- 
ments in the Weft Indies. The perfon among others con- 
cerned in this fliafneful traffic had been the fuperintendai^ 
himfelf, whofe employment was oftenfibly to protedlthe In- 
idians ; from whence, as the Hpufe will eafJy perceive, aU 
kinds of jealoufv^ diftra6iion, and diflruft had prevailed: 
ieveral of the Tndiatis, and particularly the King, complained 
to my friend of the diftra^ed fiate of the natives, from this 
Tpecies of commerce. He wifely forefaw that it woujd Jbie' 
ittipoffible to correS the fevil by any complaint through the 
fiiperihtendant, who was himfeli concerned ; he there- 
fore ladvifed^ as the heft means of obtaining rcdrefs, that 
the King fliould fend his brother and his fon fo England, with 
a regtilar complaint} arid left the fal^ fhould be difputed, he 

T 4 aftually 
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tftually purchafisd two of thofe [uxroundi^gf^s^ns^ whp 
had been made {laves, to accompany the others op the voyage^ - 
which voyage he undertook at hi$ own c^penfe, ^nfi agreed 
to accompany them hither with that h^manity and attentioxi 
to the rights of his fellow -creature*, for whiph I know him. 
to be diftingpi(hed. But whilfi I praife his beneyolence| apd 
confider thp a£t as the qfioft meritorious tjt|at could beperforixv-- 
ed, 1 muft alfo, in juitice to truth, declare to the ^oufe, h^j^ 
total ignorance of the ignoble felfi/h spirit v^hich dire£^$ thp 
councils of this country ; thjs gentleman was a£t\ially w^eak 
enough to believe h« would receive pnbjic comfi\enda.tion6 foj: 
))is condud, and indapt redrefs for fo inhuman a grievance ! 

Whep the affair livas ^rd ftated to t'Ord Dartinouth, he 
received the chiefs as became him, and felt Wfth tba( ^eode^* 
iiefs for which he is faid to be noted ; bqt his ardouf wa& foo(i 
cooled t^y fpme of thofe wprthlefs indifferent bejngs vyho ^an- 
not believe that f ny m^n can fuflfer an injury^ whil? they arp 
enjoying the luxuries qf aq abundant table*. Thf fupcriq.* 
tendant had ^Ifo foun ' friends among thofe Ipind of men; thp 
in^tter was afterwards put o.iF for nine months, from week to 
>veek> till Lord Dartmouth quitted the. Board of trade, 
having firft, in confequence of the inquiry, eftabliflied. the 
legiflative council, which has been the occafioo of <the hoftili* 
tics complained of. , , « 

The firft siSt of Lord Dartmouth's fupccflb^.was to ()ifmif$ 
tbjB (uperintendant of the Mufquito (hoxe, apd ^ppo^iit 
another, leaving however fuch an expenfe upon my worthy 
iTriend, not withstanding government paid a fmall fum towards 
his loues, that I believe no man will again venture upon fuch 
a rooiantic idea as that of eroding the Atl^"^^^> ^^ confe* 
"quence of smy grievance, in hopes of obtaining ledr^ fs 19 
.*tigland. / . , 

,' It was thofe very Indian chicfS| whom Lord Q^rfoioutti 
;fe|it out with MeiTrs. Blair and Irving. ; 

", We fhatlnow confider what can be £^id ia vindication ^ 
the conduct df t^e court of Spain. 

', . Our right to trade apd to fettle ip the Mufqujtq cpuotry^ 
Is founded (as I have {hewn) qq the cefliqn n^acie by the na^ . 
jjvc inhabitants, and on an uninterrupted poflefllon^of iiear ^ 
liuh^red years. Thaf of the Spaniards is founded on a gr^t 
^jf>om the 'i^ope ol Rome, and as being the. firft difcoveri^rs c|f 
the circumjacent coaAs.^ It is true the (natter is left fonje^ 
lyrhat inde6niteji by the deiinitivie' treaty ol Paris. That 
,1he,Hcaife may judge exafily^ I will read the article 17th.! 
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^^ His Britamiic Mj^efty AM caafe to be demoKfbed^rtt t\k 
-fortifications which his fubjeds ihall have ereded in the Bar 
cf Honduras, and othet places of the territory of Spain m 
that part 9f the w^rld, four months after the ratification o( 
tbe-^refent treaty ; and his Catholic Majefty ftiall not per- 
mit his Britannic Majefty's fubjefisy or their workmen, to 
be difturbed or molefted, pnder any pretence whatfoever, ^ 
tbe ikid places, in th(^ir occupation of cutting, loading, aiAl 
pirryiog away logwood ; and for this purpofe, they maybaitd 
without himdenince, and occupy withoqt interruption; the 
hou&a and magazines neceflary for them, for their famiKeSp 
^nd for their ^ffeds; and his Catholic Majefty aflures 'to ^ 
them', by this article, the full enjoyment of thofe advantages, 
and powers on the Span^Oi coafts and territories as above fti« 
pulated, immediately aftef the ratification of the prefeift 
treaty.'^ * • 

Undoubtedly the moxis other pJacei of the territory ofSfmn^ im 
.that part of the tv&rfii^ leave the difjpute as much at large, or 
ta contraded, as could be defired by a politician difpofed to 
take the cau(e of either party, I freely confefs, that a regu* 
Int eftabiiihed government, where mankind cou)<| qcinltiply 
under the benign influence of colonizatien, that formerly 
prevailed in the Englifh fettlements, and thus fitiiated in tte 
very heart of the Spanii|i dominions, is aii objeA of grei^ 
coniideration for them ; perhaps (and for the fame' reafon) it 
ift-e^udlly^an object of greatt:onlideration with u$, not to re^. 
lim}ui(h fuch advantages. Men who are difpo&d to yiebl' 
the right of Great Britain to fnch confic^rajTrons^p might firi4 
many ftfonger argumoits, upon that conirderation, for yield- 
ing up Gibraltar, fituated in the kingdom of Spain itfelt, smd 
deflined for the key of commerce in the Mediterranean, e%^ 
'pofing to palling nations at the fouth of Europe, .the prmid* 
e& f^umph- of infular power, and the mofl: humiliating 
ciircumftances of debilitated empire, that have y^t appeared tTi 
the fluduating fceiie of human events; . For ftie too, 
in the plenitude of her power,, made cruel war on.hef 
cKftafnt ftibfeAs! But I dp not wi(h at prefent tb ehtir 
into the qucftion of convenience or or right, or tite 
extent of that right, on the Mufquito (hore^ my or^ 
portion' is fliort and fimple, difenciimbered upon every ilteir* 
native from fiich perplexity. If L<^d Dartniouth .had tif^ 
right toeftabllffa a Jegiflative council on the Mufquito i|iori^, 
by which every^ Engltfliman was invited to partakeof t^ 
..benefits of that fpecies of government, his Lordifaip if tl^ 
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Uftilie» Md tlw Mtminiftrattoii «|fith wlKHn beconcertddthat 
mufarei ibouU be c«nrujred« Bikt fer this Houfc lo pttrmit 
the lAtioCent fubjc£l it^liog under fHch fan&ions of gaveitiK- 
inenti to |»e ruined by his confidence, ivhik the fame fist of ^ 
Hiipifteiri lire m povrer^ is incotifHleiit ; or thai we ihaH reivfe 
.fo hear cooiplaintSi or to txatnine into tht truth io fach cafes^ 
ik pkiciiig the representatives of the people^who ought to fiee 
mth a jealous eye the injuries of every individual) in liach «i 
|fedi0iis lfg^t> that, ifiAead of being cotifidered as the gumrdiaii^. 
«f the i^btsaod priTileges of the people, they can only im 
cottCdcipd as an engine ia the bands ot a minifier (lilbe the 
. Roauiti fenate under Tiberius), toptdliatedifgraceSj oreteeufee 
.vengeance at his will. 

What I oMintatn here, and with more ^confidence thasi in 
the cafe of Falkland's iOand^ is this, that fuppofing gortftir 
inem had even exceeded the juft limits between the King of 
Spain 4ml Great Britain, yet ftiU the objefl was a nfiattor of 
IDDol difcuifion^ agreeable to the refped due to the xtignity of a 
^itat natioa, before any overt a{k of «^ioience could be coas- 
mttledf . .Tiie late Sir Chtirles Saunders dedared, upon the 
«shting^^ a (loop of war's rudder^ ineceiy to detain herfbr 
a. few :days» that Madrid in aflieswas banlly a fuffifCknt 
-atoneitient. For cnypart^ I conftder thi« of tnuch ^neator. 
'Oonfe^uetkce, bec^iufe 1 rcgani fMe^fanal liberty as die iuA 

tteal con£cieracion in a freis Country ; the tying of Biitifli 
i^cfis together, loading them with irons, and thfowingthooi 
into dungeons, is of more eftimatton, in my judgment, 
.than the-ftipping aftd vnAiipping of five hundred rud^rs* i 
ftt Somt geetlenien fmile at this fentinnent. I donbt wrQi ik» 
^•dopl tiietc oprtiions, not do 1 exped they ihpuld adopt 
imne. It woiiid be dificult for me to make them 'feel tlie 
Ipgafid I havefof dvfl liberty. If I Aiouki iay it is eqwU «oi 
jt^te afie£^k)n they bear to thetr penfions vnd places^' thoy 
Voald hardly beiitve it poffible. fiuft I am not aflunned to 
.coaistttn rha^ the commerce t)f the produfilhre coail of the 
.Mufi{iiito (hore is infinitely fuperior to the barnen Tocks •f 
^aiklaad's iOand. When a nembar of PanUaoieiit can faligh^ 
ihe in>pri(enment of Engiifli fubje6ts, ot fit regardlefs nf 
f option wfad^e the peace, the happinefs, the e^ftdnoe of 
pvl^ioifidred f»mili«»of •liirsfellow-fuibfe8s are ifivolvcd, it it, 
'M 0^ opjtiioa, a a>atk 6f depravity thac deferves the con- 
,lem|^t anq abhi^rnctice of all good citizeiis. 

. ram.^b«; ftiftheft of any«Mnto thIsHottfe from wiftittgio 

'^fnfplfr ua lA « w4iividi Spain. 1 am coiUcious of oartfteUa 

.^. - - fituation. 
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j^tusctioin^ and tliat we are already engaged in i ctvil vrai^, to4 
(ixtcnfive for our refources. I do not exped In this affembly. 
tiiat Roman fpirit which direflcd vengeance againft the King 
of Epirus, whten Hannibal w^s in the centre of Italy ; ths^ 
period is paft. Our late defjpats in America tnuft ttiake 
every man look.v^fit'h awful conflderation on the extent of thi^ 
prefept Mrari a]|d the magnitude of this expenfe in dealing 
with the enemy, v^hpm we hayp unhappily driven Into rebel-? 
lion by our own falfe policy and opprefliop. { am cp!|i(biout 
that our revolted colonies, aided by a foreign foVce, muft prove 
an oVer-match flor us. Their refpedable refillatrce on thc^ 
fiiore, ax>d the innumerable captures kt lea, dembnftr^tethis* I 
therefore think it would be madnei^ to irritatp any otiler 
power. Our fituation Is fuch at pitfent, that | th^nk it better 
16 futfer ev^J-y infult, than provoke any foreign power openly- 
to afiifl; the Americans, or to form any alliance with them* 
yrhich mnR make their return to the alledahce of this Country 
piorc difficult, if not impoffibJe, even fappofing his Majefty 
ihall foon fee the fruitlefs conduft bf his prefent toinmerS| 
jind become dlfpofed to liften to wifer and more fafthful coun<P 
> felldrs. 

It is for thi^ rjpafon I would ptopofe, if tl)e petition wa^ 
j^rought up, that the daniages tfiqiiid be paid to the intiOcent 
fuiFererSytintil we are in a utuationof doingourfelvesjuftlce. 
^ut while I otkt this propoiition, I be]gth^ names Qt thofQ 
ftien may be remembered, vrho from thfe heieht of nationa^ 
jDfofp^rity, without any exterior jpaufe or other ris^foA thaii 
nieir oWn mirtfianagement, have crojjidthe Ruiicof^f and plung* 
iA us into all tlieiiorrors of civil diftord, uhtiTwe afe1ef( 
in this debilitated ftate, liable to be infufted byeyery fereign 
ipb^Vcf.^ - .. - 

I have only now to inform the Hpufe of thg diff^renit fiep^ 
fhat have been takea (ince the captute of the Nfoirning^var, t(f 
cibtain'redref$. 

'" The inhabiUtitspf the Myfquitp fiiore, e^ctreittely atajtnc^ 
jit lb notorious an aitiac|i:, by force of arms, on the propeirty of 
fhe King's fubje^s, in whith their fite vfzs involved,' tranf» 
pitted an immediate reprefehtation to thegoverpor of Ja-^. 
ihaica, of th6 circumftahfce^ attepdiii^ it ; apd tfioiigh the 

Sroof, tjiat the ye0eU which made the feizure were Spaniard^,' 
ra$ not fo poiitfye as the comtnon taw of thi'scotrntry Would 
le^uire, before a jury, to deprive a man of his life, yet, at* 
jtimded by thdfe ntimerous circumftances, by which Teatnett 
^eivqtci the yeflebcC foieigti nationS| thei^'^ould remain no 



Digitized by 



Google — 



S88 P A R L I A M E N T A R Y A- i^T^ 

^oubt that the cruifers were Spaniards; this, added to the 
drefsy complexion^ and tones of voice of the crew, all plainly 
diftinguiftiablei rendered the evidence from the affidavit! as 
icomplete as the nature of the cafe could admit. This repre«< 
fentatibn was carried to Jamaica by Captain Blair in perfon^ 
vrho ftated to the governor all (he other minute circum* 
fiances that came to his knowledge* 

Thopgh the unhappy fufFcrer was perfeflfy convinced who 
bad injured him, yet the governor, who is hipfelf a feaman, 
and a man of found natural fenfe, would not believe the Spa-» 
piards could be guilty, of fuch incivility ^ and (lill infifled th^ 
captors mnft be veflcls from North America. Application 
was alfo made to the t<;0r/^;^ admiral lipon that (latlpny but 
be was equally incredulous as to any mifbehaviour in the Spa« 
niards ; and yet if he was (Tncere in his belief, it would ap- 

|>ear ftrange that the*admiral (hould have fent no cruifers to 
ook after thofe American privateers. 

Finding no lil^elihood of rgdy'pfs abroad, from the inftruc- 
tlons the governorand admiral muft have received, Captain 
Blair embarked for England, and on the a5ih bf September 
delivered a memorial to Lord George Germairie, fecrctary of 
0ate for the colonies, complaining of the unjuftifiable capture 
of his vefTel by the Spaniards, and ftating his lolTes at 3000U 
HisLor(l(bip was iti the fame incredulous difpofitionoi mind 
with the governor pf Jamaica. It was from our own co^ 
Iqnies ^loi^;) that any hoftile ^Q. could come. It wa? itnpof«i 
Cble to perfuade his LordOiip, from any circumdantial prooL 
fhat the Spaqia^-ds could be guilty of fuch an a^. What j 
npw.>nlalnt2(in is this, that, admitting there was not fufficiei)t 
proof for an application for redrefs, there was perfeft grouqd 
tor a byi^othetical inquiry, if our good friends and allies ha4 
5;ommitted this trefpafs, and what were the motives : biit this 
yras xcfufed, from our fituation with regard to the Spanifh 
court. "After three months had elapfed in fruitlefs attendance, 
^here. wasj by accident,; tranfmitted from jartiaica, a deppfi- 
tion of Vreaprick Sund, one of the unhappy mariners, wliq 
^ad been taken in the veflel, and efcaped trom prifon at Car* 
thagcnar This man fct forth every particular in hjs affida* 
vit, and as it is the mofi material evidence in the piptitign, l! 
-will read it to the Houfe*. . / 

: As foon as this affidavit vvas pul>|ip in Jamaicai ^pp1icat1pi]| 
was fg^in tnade to the governor and admiral oq ^hat fbtloo 
fp ol^t^fn fedrefs ; the goveirior llillprofefled his eptire fc^p-] 

f Forthis affidavit fee patfCf I o» .* . 
* - ticiim^ 
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tidrmy aod t!ic admiral was more profitably coipIoytBd m * 
catching the innocent traders from North. America, who had .* 
ventuted to Tea under the faith of our firft reftrainidg bill^ 
bt|t who were now condemned as prizes by the fecond^ before > 
the limitation in the iirfl bill was expired. This was about 
the harveft of ftKh glorious exploits^ and therefore a onoft: 
unfeafonable time to inquire into private injuries or national 
infultsi After fix weeks folicitation, however, the governor 
and admiral did at laft think it decent to make foitie in()iiiry 
imothe depredations committed upon his Majefly's fubjeds 
under their protedion. Accordingly a frigate was difpatch- 
ed, with a complimentary letier tothe governor of .Cartlia-' 
gena, wrote in a ftyle the moft civil and obliging.that bto be 
foundin theaonals of this country, when demanding repa- . 
mtion for- a national indignity. When this nation is funk 
ftill lower, it may ferve 9s a modet to futuie admirals and go* . 
vernors. Neverthelefs, when Doctor Irving requcfted of thcf 
admiral, that he might accompany the representation, and go • 
iii this frigate to point out his own veflel> and refute.any falfer: 
allegation on the fpot, he was fefuled this j:quitable requeft^t^ 
which plainly demonftrates (as well as the papers when thtxf.. 
ihall be read) that the whole was a timid cerenionious re^tii-- 
tion, unworthy the dignity of this nation. :; 

; As I have the honour to be acquainted with the governor of • 

Jamaica, who is an excellent naval officer, and J^iow wJmt.is^ 
ue to the Britifli colour^ I am perfuaded he never could hstve.. 
aSted a part fo humiliating to this country and himfQlfyif h9\ 
had not fecret.inftru£tioristo curb the dignity of Hlsowfltniiodw* 
NotwilManding the courtly e^yjireflions ip the let^rfrbni th^., 
governor of Jamaica, and the rc;fined politeneft of the Eog-.. 
ttfli admiral, the ingenuous cbaraSber of the Spanifliigov^r* 
nor would not permit him.to ^dopt tbeeva(ioo^\i'hiph was\, 
pointed out : he boidiv acknowledged the capture, bytveflels ^ 
comi?iiinoned by the Kisig of .Spam. He, afligned .no reafon 
in juftification, but freely declared he had tuo power to order, 
reftitution in an afrairw))ich depended lipoo.the courts of Ma* 
dKd and Lofidon. While tins pleafant fcene wa$ carrying on 
in the Weft Indie$, the dcpoficion. of Fr^d^lick Sund had, 
been tranfmitted to Captain filaiV in England ; tliis he encIo(e<t 
iti a letter to Lord George Germatne, of the 1 7th Deqeoiber. . 
His LordQiip feenned ftill deGrous of further dqUiys^. bi^t pn 
beihg prefled by Capt. Blair, in terms^more fey^re th^n his 
natural modeftygenerallyincUneshim tp,ufe, hisfLprdthiplhen 
ivheeled to ajl- more extraordinary fubtoi^fuge i. he acqu^inte4j 
,' . * ' * the 
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tbe ilRfbfitifMii pHiihmr^/ar th jhfi tim^ lOaX' tniljr he ; 
.was in the wroog ^ourie df aiSce, and that thematiot bcj(Mi9«. ' 
cd to JUord WejiiKiath's departnoent^ to whom the .ps^persi . 
filDoU b^ ient. This I coniider as n very unfair •lul-difingev . 
nfums conduct, whatevcf purpofes it nought be inteiided tar . 
jerve. If the aiair beioxigtid to Lord Weym(kltli''s offioe^ his i 
I>»dihjp fliotild have been psrdif tied to fee and jlK%^fX>a4» 
cerning the firil reprefent^tion in S^pteolberj wfaieb i am per«t ^ 
fuaded wouid have been "very diffeient. 

Capt« filair hereafter applied to Lord Wejrtndinii, Who tmm . 
niediatety caoie lotowni stnd tranfmitted a repre£pnfatSoxrtQ. 
Lovd Grantham at Madrid* Captiriir Blair has waited witji . 
great potionce^ in hopes of fbme fatiaia£ldrjr anlwer^ Jmt be 
hat not IB yet officially karftedany pajticulars*. As^this^iiliMtt . 
a YeOel ieiiccd for illegal eomni? rce^ but for goiag to atten^ 
a (ettktnent. on the M)ufi[|uita Bxmxiy under tbc encoirrage<» t 
mem and approbat ton of government » the matter is biought 
to a Ihdrt ilftie, and muft tivrn on the right of the nation ta 
make any fettlamentd tkoye« Here la ao dilavawal . 
of the f»fiti. vkWegtA'i an. dedav^oq^ in cafe, the cir** . 
cvmftaniies are as reprefenfied^ tb^y fliould be jvilfid^ to t^m^ 
d«r jPt^attOn & (b that the unbappy fuflbters, 4ft{dr emterh-* 
ti)fi[ their fortunes in a latidaUe utidortakii^^^fikt tfce iimtfttipni . 
olaifaniaiilfaticmy are Jiow plundered and tuided by a foreign 
povtev. The matter is furtiber endeavoured tabe involved in 
inch doubly aiyfiery, andcoofufion, that there is no pf efpeA 
of relief; and the parties, after every fpeciea of procraAtnar^ . 
tion and evafion in offioe> are left without a glimpfe of hope . 
forolMtning redrefs^ uolefs by the interpofition of diis bo« . 
nourable Hotife. 

- If i€ it alleged that tfao court of Spain are ever flow m ne^ 
:got»ations like thisr I anfwer, that tiie Spauifh ciaart axecom- 
pofed of ttien conftituted like ethers; that they are flow or 
prompt HI replyy according to the men and the aJminidration 
with whom they art tranfiifling bufinefs. If thecitpture waa. 
put upon the footing of any tliicit trade (which is impoffiUe 
in the prefent cafej, the itiatter.might demand Uqulry,. atid 
confeijuencly delay* Bur here the point muft tJOrn on our 
fight to trade jsmd i^ttle on the Nfufquilo (here: the 
difcuffiofi ihotikt be fhort, after one bunibred yeara pof* 
feffion^ Of at leaft, if government do not cheofe to ven« 
t^re that dtfcuflioin at pre&nr, the lawsof civil foeiety require 
tlflit the ftale (houM iodbaanify t&e itmocent fiiflbiev, wphen* 
ever diQ nalioa fiuH podpone any re^i^ioii for tbe 

reparation 
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rfpirtftion cf prlvapte injury wfitch i« due to every tmlhK- 
duoAf ^a$n tbe prote^ion oF the (hite. Either condemn Lord 
Dai<(m#uth; de»ntM4 Tatrrfaftion of the court of Spain ; 
or indeiiinify the tndividtial, who arAed under your fanftron 
and advice. One of thofe three thingrfyou arebound to do; 
the krfi wouM prottfrndft pftfafing- to oie m the -ptcfent jonc-- 
tiM. WHl amr man belieire, in cafe Loixl Chatham hoA 
beeo fitft minifter of this country, that in Jhe nunthi He 
woiild not have feen able to procure an explicit anfwefupoit 
tbh llibjeft f^vA Madrid? For my part, I fincereiy be- 
\ve^ tWit tie W6old have had an anfwer in fivft weeit ; J»<f { 
re#e^'lo thofei!(4ko remember the honour of the nation inr tile 
dHyV'Of Mn Pitt, if the whole tenotnrof Hi Lordftlip^s con- 
dtNft Aees a^ jtrftM^ nte in entertaining; this beKef. Bat at 
aH «v«nts there can be no rationaT pbjedion to bringing up 
ttie petition ; we are bound to hear the complaints of the fbb* 
]eA ; what is to be done afl^ the ffouffe are ftiRy informed of 
the hShf may be a matter of mfre difficult conridetarfdn ; 
but to rtjeSt thepetWon-, would be loading our own i^lblii- 
licma' with an imputation of timidity, worfe than any I hkvie* 
ftated ifl the conduft of the fubordinate officers of govern- 
nefity aiKl (hewing it is the fame abjeft' difpofition that per- . 
iMriea #ie whole fyftem. 

1ft hopes (hat thi? b notentirely the cafe, and tftit at feaff, 
if thet>ld fpiritpf refemment for national indignities isftiftdd*, 
th* ^rit of prirate juflice is not yet extinguiftcd, I oiiw 
move you, that this petition be brought up, ' 

The motion was feconded by yixJJJJohnfiQne^ Whotattfent- 
cd tlie miferabte, degraded, aud htimiKatingftate this cO«ntry 
bad htm reduced Xo by the violent and impolitic meafurcs 
purfuing agatnfl America^ ^ which Jeft us at the nicrcy 
bf oqr foreigtl enemies, notwithftanding the high-lbunding 
boaftfoManguage held, of out bcrng in a fituation to be aMe 
tO'Cope and contend with all the powers of Europe, fliould a 
neceffity arife for any fuch exertion. He declared htmfelf 
flrenuoufly for the inquiry, as the means of roufing us to a 
proper fenfeof our very critical aitd perilous fituation,' from ' 
thofe romamic dreams of American conqueft, and iincondi-^ 
ttonal legillative fupremacy ; and of recalling the Attention of 
Fiirliamem to the dangers we have been imperceptitily led 
into,, by the unexampled folly, temerity, and oBftinacy of a 
Wind infatuated fet of men, to whotn the admlniftrarton of 
public aftWirs had beon tinfartunatcly tnttrufted. ' *"* 
. ^ Lord 
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Lord N^rih faid he (hooid be tggitnft the bringing tip of Hm 
petitioiiy upon feyeral ground^ : Firft, he thought h wqiitdt 
be extremely improper to briog fuich a flatter before Pv lia* 
inenty till it was known in what manner ttie cdurro^ Madrid 
ivould bebave, or what anfwer they woold ultimately give* 
It was adelicate affair^ and required a dofe wdcarefiil invef- 
t^ation, before it would be proper totaloe any .deciikie 
loeaijiTes refpeding tt« His Lordfhip denied that aiqr legif-^ 
lative, council was now exiiling on the Mufquito (bore ; an<i. 
infifled^ that the fuperintendant, though named hei^ 
wms aj)poiiited^ or approved of by « the gQv^ndrof Ja*. 
soaica^ He faid, we nen^r had any ^reft confivl. 
oyer the fettlers in the fiay af Honduras ; they were |inder> 
tbe dire£kion pf the government .of. Jamaica ; aad mnf 
cpmmunication they had with miniflers here» had alwayseomo^ 
tbfough that medium. His. Lord<hip feemed very willing to . 
iniinuate, though he did not exprefsly aiTert it» that tbcrewaa 
Ao fort of civil policy exiAing, or ever h^d exifted on the Muf«< 
quito ihore. He laid it bad never been confideied in the* 
fight of a colonyt hut rather a fociety of perfoas^ refidiog. 
there .for the benefit of cutting logwood, dependant on> J<if 
snaica. As to the right of lefidence, and all oth^, rights 
arifing from it» he fpoke with great caution, and with fooii^ 
degree of, doubt, at lead with diffidence. Heiaid. the .$f|i- 
ntards bad always difputed it ; and the article in the tfeatyt of ; 
P^is> referred to by the honourable gentleman^ plajnly fliew:*« 
«d, that the right was far from being acknowiedged, fprtl^ws*. 
it was rpecially provided, that the fird prelinunary (lep.tabo 
acceded to by the i^ritiOi court, was the demoiitioo o£ ali 
fortifications^ defences, or inilitary work^of any kind, vi^c|i 
might have been raifed or coti^rufied.in tbexourfe of the. 
late war, or at any preceding time ; the article both (peaking* 
and importing that language. Then followed the ftipulatian' 
by which Spain was bound to fecure to tlie Britifh Jettlers the 
privilege of cutting logWood. It was a.permiilk>n only to. 
cut logwood, which was very far from a recognition of any 
i^ight to territorial poireiTion. He then fpc^e to.the fa£t and 
dates very fully, which were flated in the petition^ What-- 
ev^r feme gentlemen might thinkof the idea which prevailed 
with the governor of Jamaica, and the noble Lord in office whos 
adopted it, he, for his part, faid he perceived nothing impjron, 
bable Qr extraordinary in fuch ap opinion. There were no 
proofs either way ; atid tiir there were, it would be a moft. 

extraordinary' 
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octhiotdtn^ry pfcitedtiit tl> ^pp\y to the court of M^adrtd fot 
fedfeft of aninjury^ ptfhups cotnmitted by our own AjbjeSi. 
Oh the wfaoie^ be ftiidi that ^vt months had onTy elzpM {ihc6^ 
the firfl eomplaitit wai lodg;#d in the American tlep^itmetit;' 
three of thofe had been aiU^nk ; two mohths, thert, have ftii^l 
ed fitlce the com^ldint has b^en fubftantiated ; appliearioh 
Was i itemed iatdy mad^ to4lke^eoatt ofSpaip; a letter wa^ 
di(]patched the tery ftight (the I7ih of December) by Lord 
Weyixibtilb to Lo#d uWtfifhafn, at the toiii-t dir Madi'id^' t9 
demand foHsfadttoil for tbd ihjtiry. A letter, in infwer to the 
faid complaint^ waisreetiVed on the 15th of January; itt 
Which the Sji^aiiifli minlftar diiavowa any knowledge of the 
id> tot defirtfs that a niemorial,' ftiitftig the ftL&Sy may be 
driWh upt and irtfnfnifitted to i5iir toinlfler at Madrid^ by 
Wbkh tneant the Spai^iih court woirld b«Fehat)led to rii^ke^thd 
tieceiTary inquiries, and, from the whole circumfliiticcfs Col<^ 
l^^£kd from both fides, give tha^ d^ree of fat{sfa£iron to which 

Ah^ nature of the cafe was entJtkd^ Two other- lettei^s hav^ 
bettt finee written* to wbieh t\b anfwers ha^e been yet r^^ 
i^etted ; confe^eflt jy,lhe very grounds and prayer 6f the petU 
tioriare equaHy ill fOtiAded ; t^ petitidn<<i-, in ill negotitttioh: 
f^omits i»aftire fo fub)e<& tb,ptocilEi(lindtfOfi in6 delay, has ho 
fight to tooff^lain) no i^rttence toeothetb Parliameht forttSi 
drefs,ttllr^fufed it Islf^whei^. No fuch refufal has been given \ 
on the contrary, t*i« King^s nfiiniftcrs have urged thfe thzttet 
wirii a Bioft commendable diligence. What does the petitionef 
eomciaioof? That his-com|5laiiit ha!f been of five moi^THi 
ftandiflg. Surdy,- when aH the ctrcUrhflanees ar^. ptopetlj^ 
confider^d, a^ vireU as the tedious cotirfe licceffarily to be fab-^ 
mifted to in the mode of obtaining redrefs, the petitioned vSi^. 
thkik hittifeif well off, if he obt:^rns it tti live tifn^s fiV« 
months* « * 

It was MV6t known, he faid, that a negotiation^, involved, 
as it miirit tf pfi^ar^ Mf> intricacy, till prbperfy cleanse J ujp, Was 
ever ftJtfled in thd lilrtc? rfHott^d by thte peWtiotiers. . If they 
had conrider^d property' W*it they Were defirdns Of obtaining; 
they could hevci Hafrtf c^ftiiJlaiiWd of ^Vott^iAatiori Or ;d<5C 
lay; they wouid have Ic^nto, that appI*caljoft rtiii'ft ht'ifR 

. maxte to the'Spaniflt miniftry j t?hat, rfs » toaftef of IFdtt; IjE 
muft be confidered in dab?nct ; tijat ofdftR tAiift l3#^iii t«/^W 
Spanifh gov6rAOtf Of* gdvernorS, tO' iihiuire- Wd xfUr tffOlfiVeS 
of their cowfufl ; -ttei* tfie ■ fpeerifc atifwet ailfrthg frbftt Ai* 
cottrfeof invcftiga i ioar »uft^ ^ tranfinttted hither ^tmr 
ininifter ; and fimiUy^that bis M^jefty^is fervams*mu(l ulti- 
'VoL. V. . U matcly 
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tnttel]^ determine upon the propriety of ibe offered redrefs. 
Tbefe were all ftcp$ neceflary to be previoufly taken, before 
thq pctilioners, even on a refufal of rcdrefe, could apply with 
any degree of propricfty in tlie prefent manner. His Lord- 
'fhip further pbferyedy that another ground of cam plaint ftated 
in the petition, was, that Mr. Blair was refufed a copy of th^ 
letters relative to this tranfa£tion. This complaint was a$ 
ill founded, as the relief fought was unreaionable and pre- 
tnature. The undet-fccretary could not, Without permif- 
fion, give a copy of the letters defired, npr was it ofciaK He 
. bad (lone every thing to oblige Captain Blair, that was con« 
fident with his duty* He read the cont€nts of the letters au« 
dibly,and without rejferve ;. and Mr. Blaifexprefling adedrf^ 
to hear the contents more diftinfily, the under-fccretar]^ 
complied with his requeft, and read the letter 4 fecond or a 
third time. 

. governor Johnjij^e. Sir, I rife by way of explanation, 
and I hope for the indulgence of the Houfe. Nothing could 
tempt meto tiefpafs on their patience, after the favoVir they 
have (hewn me, except the clearing up mme difputable fads. 
of material confequeoce. The noble Lord denies two things^ 
both of which I affert. He fays there never was any ap- 

C>intment of a legiflative council 6n the Mufquito ihpre, by 
ord Dartmouth, nor i« any fuperintendant appointed by the 
crowfi to a£l there. When I heard the firft of thofe declara- 
tions, I immediately went out of the Houfe to Capt, Blair, 
who bad aflured me of the faft.' He is now at the door, arid 
ready to prove what h^ has told me^ that he faw the in(lruc^ 
•tions from the governor of Jamaica for conftituting the le- 
giflative coiincii, recitingi that it was efiabliflied in confe- 
qucnce of inftruaions from Lord Durtmouth ; ai^ he Qtw 
this legiflative council feveral times ailembled and afting un- 
der this authority^ 6^efpe£llng the ot^ faS difputed |)y the 
noble Lord, I do again affert the, (*aperi^tehdant ftow a£ling 
^here, was appqihted-by'the fecretary of ftate for the coW 
nics, now in my eye *^' Here tbci^ are'two points iA difpute, 
which fliouid alone be a fuffictpnt reafon for bringing up the 
petition, that we may prove or difproye the allegations, and 
)he Houfe be accurately informed/ With regard to the other 
partf of the 00% XyOfd's afleriions in this debate, they arc 
^u^ed upon ejqjialiy bad information, and betray a degree of 
^gippfance on this fubje£l, that jlhis noble Lord jfeldom (hews 

-»:; J :. : • 1 hi^ l-.Qf^ George Gcrm^ttc acknowledged. 
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OD any. otben t (ee the noble |^or^ now colleds his knowledge 
. by piecemeal, from. thofe about him. . While my honourable 
frkod* HOw> whi(pers the noble Lord, will he alfo tell him 
and theisare agej gchthmpn of the Houfe, befbre we yield up 
our xight to thSe Mufquito flxore, that it is from thence we re- 
.c^ivfijhegreatcft part of our (leficiou* turtle ? May I tell the 
younger part, before thc^^giv^ their confent^ that it .is from 
thirt^e comes the /tirfafian//af to purify pur blood ? All the 
noble Lord's arguments (land on Qpnfoi^nding the Mufquito 
ihore with the Bay of Honduras, which are perfeftly diftini^i 
There i;S a report of the board of trade, folemnly delivering 
th^ir opinioo in favour Of the rights, by reference to fadis that 
cannot have a doubt in the niind of any man who reads them. 
To. find the minifter of a great kingdonpi, in a matter of fuch 
mothent, perfectly unacquainted ivith the material circum- 
"dances, is an aSe£lin£ fpedUcle, and (hews how bufinefs , 
ttiay be conduced in other affairs. Perhaps it is the bed way 
of accounting for our repeated blunders. I cannot fuppofe 
the noble Lord meant to mifreprefent or amufe j that would 
be worfe. 

To fay that we would make no. inquiry about the capture 
of the Morning Star, until we had ppfitive common law 
proof, is equally ridiculous in national aiFairs. Suppofing 
Sund had never efcaped, could there have been no application 
or means of redrefs for the unhappy fufFerers ? Perhaps there^ 
nuy be many other Briti(h fubjeds languifhing in Spanifli 
jails, if thele are the principles that are to dir^d our condud* 
In (hort, every argument the noble Lord has ufed^ are (Irong 
reafons why .v^e ftould hear the petition ; there is nek one 
againft It, , 

Mr. Fox obferved, that the fubjed of debate lay within % 
very narrow cpmpafs. It was a fixed rule in the proceedings 
of that Houfe never to rejed a petition, but on the following 
grounds ; cither that the fa^ ftated in if were known to be 
materially faUe, or that it contained patter improper, or cfFen* 
five in nkHi.or^ laflly, that the ta£ts, though true, wer^at 
not worthy ot inquiry or conrideraiion. Now/ the fa6ts were 
hot denied by the noble Lord ; they were rather confirmed 
by him. It was not pretended that the petjtipn contained^ 
any thing Pi&niive« or .incompetent for the Houfe to in- 
qnire into ; cpnCequently, the purport of his J[-rOrd(hip*s op-^ 
pofition to the motion is this; that the petition muft be re« 

' * Some gentleioan was whifpering Lord Norths. 

U>a je6^ed. 
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jcScd, not, as he fai* before, bccatife the contents i»ere 
falFe or improper, but becaufe they were true, but not wovtby 
of invcfligation • If however any dbnbts remained \vith the no- 
ble Lord, or his'coadjutor in the difficult taikof gotp^mmmiry 
of the reality of the fa£ts^ it was iiKiimbent on the Hbufe ta 
have thofe fa£ls inquired into ; and if the petitioners flioiiM 
be difcovered in attempting to miilead the Hoafe, it ^i^nl^ 
be the bufinefs of ever/ meo>ber prefeiit fo cenfure fo unjuflr* 
fiable a condud, and to follow it with a cenfore fuitable to 
the degree of the offisnce. Nothing like this^ being preiendedj^ 
it came fubftantially round to his firft aflerticm, that the £ai^ 
were true ; but, as the noble Lord faid, the afiair swas fo de-- 
licate, or tickliih, or, if hisLordlfaip liked the explanation 
better, of fo little confequence, that it was unworthy the no- 
tice of that Houfe. Befides the g.eaeral complexion erf" the 
petition, as a matter of a public nature, refpe£ting Groat 
Britain and Spain, he could not help obferving,that'itftr|i€k 
him, though not in a different, at le^ft in a fepaTate Iigbt# It 
icame, in his opinion^ before the Honie as amatt^ of com-- 
plaint againft the noble Lord who preftdes at the American 
department. His <pon(iii£t was indeed of thefirftimpreflion. 
Two Spanifii guarda-cbttas take a Britifli veflel on the 
coaft of America, which till thi^day^ that a very doubt^ljt 
if not a different language is held, from a feat uhderftood to 
be of great authority, it is (fcated in the memorial prefimted 
both i& Sir Bafil Keith at Jamaioa, and the Aniertcan fecre* 
tary of ftate here^ as a matter of certainty, that tiie armed 
veffcls which feized the propertyof the petitioners were Spa- 
HiA; that the language th^y fpoke was Spani(|i ; aiid that 
they hoifted Spanifli colours^ What then does the governor 
of Jamaica do? Why, by a'kind of crofa purpoies, in the 
fall fpirit of contradi£^ion, he fuppofes themoftcxtraordt-^ 
nary and unaccountable fbpptiffittt>n imaginable ; he pr^fafiies, 
againft every rule of prefumptive evidelice^ that thofe.Spa* 
nlifa guarda-coftas were nothing lefs than American priva^* 
teers. What does the fccretary do l ^Vhy, in exaift conform 
mity to Sir Bafil, he inftantly thinks with fhe-governpr ; he 
tells the petitioner, that the matter (hall he inq^iired into ; in- 
forms him of his 'miftake: but that is not jdl;. after thres 
months frutdefs attenxiahce at his Lordihip^ bffice^ the nice 
-political fpectilaiions of Sti" fiafil and his Lordihfp, proving^ 
hke other modem refinements, rather too fiot fpyn^ wh^ thf 
affidavit of Frederick Stmd har convinced his rLord ibi py>.as 
well as the govefnox of Jamaica^ that tbe^. wcrctiot Ame- 
rican, 
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jlean, bdt ^^(nrfli artriW fclfels, that made prize of the Morri* 
hf^ Star $ why, his LorSfliip verylngeniotijBy informs Cap-' 
fitn Blaif^ M^bat he mfift hsrire ' knotvn from tYtt hegahmhg,' 
tNt he hki hothing af^ all to fay to the baltiiefs ; ami very 
j^Ikely refers him W tht f6creta*ry of ftafe for the foufht^rn 
dcpinmtnt. Th'ik condtifi in th^ nohte Lofcf Ws^.% ht ton- 
jtehftedy exfretftely rcprehcnfible, ix\d demanded iwjniry ; and 
if fo^nd true, called for the moft' fignal difpleafure o^ tbtft' 
Hoirfe. If therefore he hrfd no otfadr mntivc for Having tht 
^tltion received^ an Inquiry into the h&s noW adv^tW to,' 
vfoyld be fofficient for him. It wa$ highly tmbecomlng a 
]i6f fon occupying the office the noble Lord dtd ; it waif a de- 
lay, if not a hindrance of juftici ; and he preA^med,* ihif 
i^hole affair Would have funk rn obHvton, till followed by 
other afls of aTiti^tlar nature, if rt had riot been miraailoUffy 
brought to light by the marvellous cfcape pf Fredcrtck Sund 
^rom tlie dungeon of Carthageiia. 

Lord NvrtS ftid he rofe to ej^-plalh fom6 matters, which' 
hte foppofed had been tnifcoiicciv^d or mifreprefented by the 
^noiird)legi*n tinman. He never faid that there had been no* 
tegiflativc council,' but he fiiid thefe wa^ nolegiflative couhciT 
i^ifilng at the fime, nor fincc the outrage complained of vrai 
committed. He allowed an attempt had beert made to efta- 
Mrfh it l^idative cotmcii, but he underftood that it came to 
^cesi'or to nt^thitig. That he was right in fayinj^ that tht^ 
fiipei^ntidndftnt, though nathed here, was appointed formally 
by thcgdt^brjof; Jamaica. (Herehis ilecve wasjigain pulierf,- 
and he Wjfts let right,- as he was frequently in feveral other' 
fads affirmed by him while up.) He was now irrfbrmed, 
that the laft fuperintendant of the Mufquito fbore was gp- 
j^ointed here^ as well as named,* and was fent direClly from' 
Kence. X^ntain andftrongeft part of his argument went 
6n tbd impropri^y of^he interference of th^ Hoyfc of Com- 
mons in thts ftage of thebufihefs, in the beginning of a nego- 
iWltion, thjfc event of whicfi nopcrfon could precifely foretell, 
A^^indeed judge of. The trtiegrouhds of theepnduduf Spain, 
Cmr rights, and every thing included in either, were matters 
worthy of inquiry and'dircufiion ; but they Wefe not now in 
» proper ftate for this mode of inquiry. Th^ circumftances 
attending the fcizure of the vdlel, the real or pretended mo- 
tive for fpch ah outrage, were matters to be firft known. If 
Was &t4 that the petitioner's cafe might defcrve confidera- 
tion and red|^, taking the fads as ftated, without gotpg into 
Ae'4uei(ioit a^ iarge^ as refpeding the SpanHh court. To 
• 3 fuch 
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£uch a mode of proceeding he had onany ot»ie€lioiis. I^ wou]4> 

be a diftin£tion without a difference, to redrefs the . ii^ivi* 
dual injury, and pafs over the infult. It would be^colbceral 
invedigation of the matter, and would have the improper ap«^ 
pearanc^e of a tacit acquiefcence in the outrage, if ^arltaaaent 
made fatisfa^on to the injured, party, inflead of procuxiog 
him redrels from the Spaniih court* His Xordfliap then proi- 
ceeded to reflate the fa£ls relative to the feveral applications 
made by the petitioner, a$ he partly acknowledged having 
been more minutely and correAIy intbr med of them iii'tbe 
interim between his fixft and fecond rifing. 

Hon. T. Lutttell faid he wa^ aftoni(bed to fee th^s gallery^ 
which in his opinion at all times ought to be.open, kept con* 
fiantiy fiiut againft Grangers; but infinitely more fo to fee it 
opea, when a noble Lord w^s to furrender the moft facre^ 
and inalienable rights of this country into the hands* of a 
foreign power. He doubted not but both France and Spaiia 
bad their emiiTarieSvin this country ; and that what was qow 
pafTingy would ioon.come to their know ledge. ^ The laogtiage 
of the minifler this day, would be foon interpretedto proceed 
from the moft (hameful tioiidtty and pn|il1aniniity« What 
thei-r next demands might be, no man could foreteU i but it 
might be well prefumed they would rife pfoportionabiy to our 
want of fpirit. Injuries fhould ever be fpeedily and vigofoully 
refented; to (brink from an appearance of daBgelr,vy:as in 
fa£t to create and augntient it. Trifling infgjt$, if not timely 
refeated, are ufually produ^iive of material inj^ifiesi tl^e 
uniform, hifiory of all ages and couatrios gpve the qi^ ampfe 
teftimony.of this truth.: : It woiald be matter of ii^Ait^ pleg* 
fure to themr to hear that the important and lucrative ira^c 
-carried on in the Bay of Honduras^ wa$ i^epr^c^ated as of 
little or no value, to fucoifti minider^ with themor^ pla\ifible 
'pre:text for its furrender^ and all the right-on Whidi it was 
founded.. , He then ftated our pr^tenfio9s ^o both th^.tir«- 
ritory and the-logwood tcjide, and quotful the treaty. in 16709 
in the reign of CharJes the Secondt a^ .the bads of. the right 
nowdifputed; (hewed the foundation of that fight, in the 
invitation and- ceflion.«f the native Indians, and contended 
generally, whatever dormant claims §pain might havf- at dif- 
ferent times renewed^ the right.of British fubge^ tpcut log- 
wood in the Bay oi.Hondurasj was as clear and uiiei|i}ivocal 
a right as any enjoyed or exercifed by any Britift cQttifiiunity 
in the wide extent of this vafl empire I nay^jte Vfcy weirds 
of the treaty alluded tOj fpoke literally to tlmpoim, (kf U 

mentioned 
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rilemiimed ftfofit'tMijKlciiHirlf otir fettlements on the Mack- 
River on the M4iH|uilo (hOre^ which "was the predfe place or 
<BftiiA Vv'hem the t^o^pii»i(h guardacdUs had.cotninhted ' 
th^ de^edalioQs compiaitt^d of. He then turned to the pre- 
ii&td delay and proeraftination of the noble Lord, in his five ' 
t}mH fivi6 mdnths; He believed he might 'venture further ; 
andaflced, in point of appearances and humanity at leaft^ if 
any fteps were meant to be taken, either for the honour of 
the Brjtifb nation^ or the poor mtferable wretches who were ' 
now petifhing in chains in a Spanifh dungeon, whc^ let the' 
right be as it may, were clearly innocent of any crime, or.any - 
ioipufatton of a crime. He was hvert on what he termed 
the noble Lord's repeated blunders and miflakes, relative ta 
tbeeftablHhment-CMf a legiflarive council on tiie Mufquito 
jfliore ; the appointment of a fuperinteadant over that fettle* 
unents direjlly from hence ; as well as the immediate commu* 
ligation between this Country and the Bay of Honduras^ 
through the means of the Amertiran department/and boaftl 
of traie, not through the medium of the government of Ja<- ' 
maica, as his Lordfliip had miftakenly aiferted« Indeed, he 
was incKfted to doubt, firom the fpecimen^f the noble Lord's 
ign&rziico of any thing relative to our f<^t4ement on the Muf« 
qtrito ikore, whether he fo much as knew that any fuch 
coiiiftry exffted. 

Lord MrifA; in anfwer fo Mr, LuttrelJ, faid, that he ob- 
feirved prions were Ilk the gallery at the time the honourable 
gentleman fpoke; atid as 1^ did not takeout his glafs tofee 
"whether any other gentletittili tiad come in fince he firft fpoke, 
ahd ^ fevers} m^ight have fince come In, who heard the ho-' 
nQilrablegenttemah^s interpretation of his expreffions, and' 
- ^ottb^ vrordtor exprefflon«themfe)ve<;, hetruftedthofe gentle«» 
^men wdutd giv^ him credtt, when he pofitively affirmed, that- 
faerieifher iaid thkt the trado' to the Mufquito ihorewas^tri- 
ttng, or ought to be reltoquith^d ; much lefs that any rtgbt| 
4^htF pOitMftrcl^l or p^lKical, ought to i)e furrendered. He 
irepeattkl now^ as he teid ffequintf^ done in fhe courfe of th^ 
debate, that repai^tibnmnft 1>e fought and obtained in the 
ufilal manner ,: that minlftersSvere not toblatne in the leaft 
decree ; that the prefrot appK<^afion was premature, and very 
khprofterly attempted to b€^ intrcHhtced into the Hoiife of 
Commo>rf8| as the- matter of eomplaint w^s in tl^ harkis of the 
^ f«eretaf y ^ ftioe ; |«i4 that the petitioner had not a colour of 
reftfon 10 Import llbf ibfenr apidic^tlon^ it ti^x being m the 

^*- ' U 4 . way 
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way of official difiniflUm XB^h t^iove ^:iM'<i^KvAi- Hri di4 
not fee that a fingle fa&advasce4 ^ him had b^Q .fMNsririly 
contradi£led« — As to the UgiQi^e ctiiBcitj a&et aU that had 
b^n fo confidently aiTcited upas that fabjed» he MU lidielr<t 
ed that no fucb council eziQed* Hf had bcdrd, t);mt it iiEaa 
no fooner formed tb^n dilfolvvd i the feitfersqiiarreliedanlbRg 
thetnfelvefi ; at leaft no kind of govap^c^cnMit aatimivftd ffomf 
homei waseftabliibed there. [Here hi' Lordfbtp 'was agaw 
cprre£led by Lord George Germaine.} H6conckided» with 
difclaiming any great knowledge of, or beiag deeplf yer£sd 
ia the fcience of geography ; yet, he ww n^ (b eMiely fg« 
i^aot of it 9 as to fuppofetoivns fituated io the Noith Sea* 
lay within the (boreaof the Baltic. 

j^ord Ge<irg9 Germaim confined his ohfervalioiis to his owa 
pjerfonal justification; The firft notice, he iaid, he had of the 
ajBFair) was on th<^ 5th o^ September laftj when Sir Bafil 
l^eith reprefented it to him by letter^ pteeifely as hadf bcoiv 
mentioned by an honoiirable:get^e«ian, ia th^coufffe ofth^ 
dj^bate [Mr. Fok} ; with all x\m^ gentlonaai's ingemilly an4 
ajbJliiies, be was y^t to karn, w:hat ciame it was to holiaw 
t^at the depredation compliUiied of had* been commto^pd by 
two American* privateers, who^i it waa /iospoilible hfi coiikl 
Iqnow thff contrary^ or indeed ^py tbifig At«ail relattve^to the 
fubjed* On the 25th of the fame m<toith Captain Blair called 
at his houfe,, or his ofiice, be 'forgot iitiibich, aiid ddivered a 
tneoiorial, fiatin^ the fads and the grouadaof hia Ai%icioitSy 
for thf y couid go n > farther. As fooi^ as be recaiwd Gapt. 
]^^r's n.pinoriaU be immediately wrote to SirBefiliKettb, to 
inqu^fa ima the naiiu-e of theafikir* anddtfcorer the trttth. 
af the tran(aSion. Much about the &mo time, he receirefb 
iufi aqccunt from Sir Bafil andthe^snemvviaUft^fiattnffthotkHi. 
pofi^ian of Frederick Sund, the.niarrn«r^on,wbich>.ol*c«iiiclQ, 
the matter no longer refled in his ofice» If ho iiKas^giiihyr«l« 
^ny procraiUnation> evafion^onideiay^. b&wasteady^taftahidtt! 
the cjenfure of the Jpiouk ; he, boMieverr flittered' fafttrfblf ho* 
wasndt, b<it bj^dadedin the flri^ft]C(M)|iormity toitbe eft?^. 
bliiheil fiales ofofike/as weiij^t to iHsdoty^a^oiiB.offhia' 
Maji:Ay's mini.(ters« He eoiilditafcti Jia flep in it^Nit^nebat ho« 
HA^ If the ajh of piracy, as it (waafuppofed to be^ hqA been* 
committed hy/an»Ameirican pritvHoer^ hO'^ntiHiki dp^^.i^ in^ 
tendisd tq do all in hispoMrerto*pn6cote?ao^indeamificaii«ifes^ 
t|ie mf aiorjalifls ^a^ it was nQtytherc tb^iQaoer wrntimt ofi 
his hands ^ and.'.hc> very prof^ly^ rofexiAl' Cafitain Bl3tr/t«i 
•-;.•'.;' ^ ' "^ ; ^he 
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tke oriy oOcttrduwgb wbich tkne trdi a poffibHily of olb* 
taUuf^fodrofr^r TlMmfocnMiioBcaartelus knowledge on 
tlie i^ or iMi oS Deceisber ; endoti the 17th Laid Wey«- 
meud^iiprciletiirlettei asul received tbe anfwer mentioned by 
tliettobltt liOrdL Sevtial fettert kave fince pafled and repaired 
cuMkefsbjcfihi. avid wide amattec of this tatponaocr was in 
fodi a flate^ of negoiiaitiaD, he thought it would be highly itn^ 
pioftr to tako a»y fiep^n^^ateyec in it^ till the event of fuch 
oegotiatioa waa known. 

• Sir Edvmri AJtits^ difdaioied any wifh or defire of prefling 
any toqoMy oa difcufion, either in jor out of the Houfcyr wbichi 
aaight hv produdiye of hurrying ut into a was w.itk any fo^ 
uetgn pow^r. He. was well (atkfied thi&was no time fdrTpi:- 
BMl meafttfts againft oxxt oatura] entmifis. We had already 
wmt than wcflumUy htifeared, be^te locontend with ; bti^ 
^ be woiiM «eves accept as coocbifive^ any (pecies of 
prudential reafoningi, wthicb might go to a fisupendcv.of any 
inancfa of isadey or ternaorial poflcffioi^ wc were faisly eo» 
lifkad to bokL or cajoy* If wiecoBCedsd in oact peirity.ajiotlKr 
wou)d foon be denuuided of os ; aui the Ciaio f eafiaot wooki 
bold good is a fitoond^ atthkd^ ami.afouxtb^wfatak held ia 
tbefirft^ titt nmhing wobU be left wa to> gsant«. . If fucb^i 
thanyvwcro the dafigna of the couia of Sf aint-h^.hcyed^aa a 
oiatter o£ prudence and-policy^^thaivre ftoakkrefift in thefirfif 
inftanceany fuch attempt, and never permit the.honoitr and< 
digirityr.of . this ' ceuntry to be;, fiuzribeed* to the< ani^itian or 
weakxieiiic^ miniftcarsy op ta*the osad^defire of casryinga izt* 
wnaito meafiire againftoiir owar fid^cAs. He^tho^^, thcsae*^ 
tec^wbateverelfe might berdonn^ it would be exticmeLy pn>>* 
oet to.&fcoBtain thef»3^ irroiderto.let Spain know* that tbal 
mttiaii:wa8!j3or tiaaofDaittted :with tbem; and. that they h^di 
tbe fpir it and: incKnati9n;to>do;tbeflKfelve$ juftice^ if jiuiliice' 
fitotiblccqatinae to be daasied*. He was pointed^n tbe'nobto; 
jUord ia therbiuftribadd^ on an-«exp»flicm which dropped fcote 
bimy.fciatafe'to'LoQd GsantHam's civil -butrfirm spraienba^ 
tions to the Spantib' minifler; Ue fis^cediwejwenei^er too» 
eidi^ awdthat^tfae bcafted finnnefftwas hazarded in ooilfe<- 
l^noo^of liie giroitccinliiyL naiih whidiit was acocunpdiiicd*. 
j^Hch kinds of civility and furmnefs inight lead to cQaaempr. 
and di^iaice f- iie waf cartasn ir woftld nawn piwcute ait bo« 
poufaUe reparation or fobftantial fatisfa£lion. . 

Right honourable T. Twmftmi aflerted, that the whole 
affair was an infult on the Britiih flag, and on the Bri* 
tilh nation |p genaraL He laughed at the doubts of the 

3 noble 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r 

|M ^ PARLIAMiKTARY A.t777; 

noUe Lord fn the blue riband^ re(fe£tiiig Hie n^x to tho 
territory in ^ueftion, tad all the fuboidinate privileges inelud* 
ed in that right. He exprciled bis aftoniQiflDent at the iin-. 
feeling confidence of mtnifters, who could thus wantonly re- 
nounce every claim to humanity , as well as every attention 
to the honour of their country, by treating with fo tnnch 
levity and inattention the fufierthgs of their fellowi(iibje^r 
the tortures of Britiih feameni fr^ daily, perhaps, by detith, 
ixom the intderable miferies of a Spaiiilh ctungeon. 

He oould not helpexprefling hisaRonilhment on the nobid 
]Lord who fpoke firft, •offering to explain what he was totally 
^norant of, or what, being* well, infornaed of, he cho^ te 
difguife and mirreprefeht : he was confident, that there was 
fcarcely a fingle perfon but his Lordibip, that was ignorant 
{hat a civil government, dependant tmrmediately on this 
country, was eilabli(bed near the Black River^ on the Muf-*- 
^ito foore. It wasjiotorious, that Lord Dartmouth, while in 
<^ce, made. it an pbjed of his 'attention ; nay, he remem* 
bered himfelf, an .old acquaintance, a captain in the guards^ 
iince dead, who was appointed here, to that government ; he 
having jTeveral conVerfations with him, after his return, on 
(he fubjed of thiit cdony , the degree of improvement it was 
capable of admitting^ and its peculiar imfportance^ to the 
Weftlnriiaiflands, and to the general trade carried to lA 
that part'of the world, 

Mr. C. Herhirt clofed the debate, with obforving, that 
after all that had been offered in jthe courCe of the debate^tw^ 
points were clearly incontrovertible, whiph went equally 
agatnft the grounds of the petition, aUqwing that every fip^ 
1^ contained in it wascorre^ly ftat^ ; one was, thatiad^ 
minifiratjpn hitherto had aciquttted thea^felvcs jiffoperly in 
every thing that depended on them ; and that the matter Was 
in a ftate of negotiation ; fo that fuppofing the petition intend- 
ed as a complaint, or as feeking redrtefs. from, that' Houfe, 
there wa^ not the leaft foundation for either the ccnsplami^ 
or the redrefs fought by the petitioner. - 

The queftion was put, whether the petitiom ih^d be 
brought , up ? . It p^iled in the* negaitvei TlMe was nor 
4i»i(ioii. » :, • 

• The fdlofiritpgautbentiopapefftiUuftratetbta debate. • . 
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T^the Hmmrahie the Cbmmons »f Great Britain in Parliament 
ajfembledythe bunibU Petition ofAlexawler Blair ^ in bebaifif 
' himfeif and DoBvr Ovaries Irving^ 

THAT Lord Dartmouth having tranrmitteditiftruaions to 
the governor of Jaixiaieay in Avlgud 17759 for cftablifliihg % 
legtllative cooncil on, the Mufquitp (hore, to be chofen hf 
^he inhabitants^ for the better government of that colony^ 
Do£tor Charles Irving, a^d your periiioner, induced by thia 
arrangement, formed a plan for fettling in that country, and 
embarked the greateft part of their property in it, firmly 
trufting that^it would be equally prbieftcd there, as in any 
irthcr part of the Brittfli dominions. They communicaied 
their plan to Lord Dartmouth, then fecretary of (late for 
the colonies, who highly approved of it, afTured them df ' 
every encouragement and protection in the poWer 6f go- 
vernment to give, and requeued of them to carry iiome the 
fon and brother of the Mufquito king, anci two other Indian 
chiefs, then in England. 

That on the 30th of April laft, the floop Morning Star, 
belonging to Do^or Charles Irving and your petitioner, was 
lying at anchor, under Britift colours, in the road before 
Blade River, the principal Britifli fettlcment on the Mufquito 
(hore, and in, fight of the King's houfe, and was there for^* 
-tibly 'frized by two Spanilh guarda-coftas, commanded by 
t)on Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhap- 
py mariners were tied together, and made captive^, and car» 
lied along with the veflel to Carthagena- 

That this mod daring and unprecedented outrage ^as 
committed without a poflibiltty of alleging that any thing 
bad been done by the owners, or their agents, which couli . 
afford the fltghteft pretence fdr it. 

That iitimediate intelligence of this urijuftifiable outrage 
was fern by the fuperintendant and council of the Mufqolto 
(hore, to Sir Bafil Reith,- governor of Jamaica (the cofpttf 
beingatprefent an appendage to that governtnent) ; notwhh- 
ftanding which no -iteps were taken to reclaim the vedel actf 
feamen, until the latter end of Odober, when a frigate was 
fent to Carthagena, by admit^l Gayton, t^ho pofitivelyire* 
fufed to permit DoAor Irving, one of the owners, to go i'k 
the frigate, to ailift the Captain in his application for tfedrefs^^ 
That the governor of Castkagena acknowledged the cipn^ 
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tjincy by veflels cotmnif&omd by the K4iu; of Spaio^ but faid 
be had no power or authoruy to order reftitutiop* 

That yoijir petitioner had takejr the^ earlieft opportunity^ of 
returning to England, to lay before his Majefty^s ihii^iilera 
an authentic account of this extraordinary tra^fadtoUri and 
90 the ^5th of September prefented to Lord George G^rmatnc 
a memorial on the fubjed, withanattelledeAimatepf t\K 
a£luallorsimmediatelyfu{lained>amountingt02659l. iiSp icd« 
flerling, beGdes the total ruin of their project. . 

Thaii his- Lord(hip exprefled many doubts of the outrage 
leaving been committed by Spaniib velTeU, and feemed deii-* 
rous of waiting for further information from the governor of 
Jamaica, before any application for rodrefi; ibould be madp 
to the court of Spain. 

That ydur petitioner having received an affidavit of Fre-^ 
derick Sund (one of the feamen taken in the iloop Morning 
Star, and who had efcaped from Carrhagena), made before • 
Thomas French, cuftos and chief judge of the court of com* 
men pleas of Kingfton in Jamaica, giving a detail of th^ 
tranfaiSion, enclofed a copy of the fame,- on' the- 17 th of De- 
ctmber^ to Lord Oeorjge Germaine, who (eemed ftili defiipous 
of making further delays ; but being, prefled by your peti. 
lioner for tcdreis> referred him to Lord Weymouth, in whofo 
office he was then told this bufinefs would be tranfaded. You? 
petitioner has now waited two months longer, making in the 
vrhole five months fince his firft application to Lord George 
Germaine, and is ftill told that no anfiter whatever has yet been 
received from the court of Spain, from whence he fees no ^ 
profped of redrefs, without the int^rpoHtion of this Honouift 
able Houfe. 

In the coiirfe of this application for redrefs, your petitio- 
fer. wrote the following letters and nlemori;|l to the 4ifieren| 
public officers^ to whom they, are addrefled,. viz. 

ixtra^. of a Letter from Alexander Blair to Sir Bafit K^ithj. 
govemar (fjfamaicay Wr. ^c. (^c^ d^ted Black Riyef^ Muff 
quitojhore^ 

SIR, May id, 1776. 

« J 'HAVE the misfortune to infonn your Excellency^ that 
ifajerilQiop Mpxntng Slalf, belongin^tp Dp^r Ciiarles Irving 
^tA^^^:, yf^H on the 30th of iaftmonthy fg^iblyTeized^ 
anti .carried ^way, by. t?ro*S(f^uih giiar^fafncoilasf frpcn the 
I^Tui^ anchoring grouni|| near the mouth ojf tbts river. 

' As 
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^ A$ VQ hftte never b^n to the fouthward of Great River, 
in J^litud^ la^ 47% nor to the weftwgrd of this place^ 
iKir have not had any trade or intercourfe with any place or 
ymfofk bekoiging to Spairi, I atn afraid that this &tp ^ait 
only bt confide^^ aa an avowed declaration of their, intention 
fa feize every veiTel they (ihd on any part of thin coaft t 
Vhich if perniitled, muft at once annihilate this promtdng 
eotony» 

^ many of npy. papers bare been carried away with tho 
floop^, I have not been able to ni:^ke out fo minute a4etaH of 
Qur lofs 9$ I CPuid'wifh ; hiH I pan aiTure your Eicceliency^ that 
from the bed eftimate I have been able to form, i| amounts to 
Ihfee thoufapd five hundred and nine pounds eight (hilliiigs, 
Jamaica currency, befides the great detriment we fuAiiiftt 
from the lofs of many of- our plantation ftorei, theancom- 
^t^efs of thofe already landed, and the want of a propev 
veflfel to keep up an intercoorib with Jamaica, for the pro* 
curing (laves, and many neceflaries. 
«• , *■ • 

Copy of a Memorial prefinted to Lord G€org€ Germalne^ 
.1 September t^thy X776, 

T<9 the fight honourable Lord George Germainc, dtie of 
* hts Maj^y's principal fecretaries of fiate, &c.'tcc. &c. 

The memoriaL of Alexander Blair, in behalf of him(eif 
^nd Dodor Charles Irving, 

Humbly (heweth, 
» THAT on the 30th of April 17^, the floop Momtng 
Star> belongiM to your LordOiip's memof ialifts, was forci<- 
bly frizcd, as m^ lay at anchor in the road before Black Ri- 
ver, tho chief Britiih fettlement on the Mufqoite (hore, b^ 
tivo Spanifli armed (loop*, and was by them cartied awny. 

That by tbie illegal .capt4ire yovr memorialifts not ortYf 
frAained an immediate lofs, amounting to upwards of two 
fhoufand fix hulbdied'pdunds fterting, a$ appeals by tbe ^ttefl!« 
ed account pxefonted herewith, but they are far mpre efldn- 
tiaUy injui^, by the total derangement of their plan for 
fettling ot\the Mufquito (hore ; a plan in the profecuiion of 
which they* were not without well-founded hopes of making 
difcoveriesand tmpsoirements, that m^ft have proved advan* 
tageous to thciinieUes, and highly beneficial fo the ots^nttfae* 
tuxes and coflpmeioe of Gfe&tfirifaia. 
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That yinir memorialifts sre now deterred from riflcing 
any mott of thetr property, in that country, fron> an appre- 
ketillon^. that this moft daring and unprecedented outrage can 
only be confidered as an open and avowed declaration on the 
part of Spain, of an intention to feize every veflel they noeet 
with, on any part of the Mufqiiito Ihore; for there could 
not Qtherwife be foi^med even the fliadow of a pretence for 
leizing the above-mentioned floop^ which had not (from the 
tfatteof her leaving England) been near any part of the Spa* 
mStk domimpnsy nor had any trade or intercourfe been carried 
en by her means, with any place or perfon fubjed to the 
crowaof Spain. 

. ' Your memortaliftsfubmitthewhoIetoyourLordfliip'smoft 
impartial confideration ; firmly trailing that fuch fleps will 
betaken, as may procure them the moft fpeedy and effedual 
ledrefs, and place a colony Capable of being made eqnal to 
any in the Weft Indies, in fecurity. 

Copf tf the account of Jamagis prefented with the foregoing 
memortalm 

Eftioiate of the lofs fuftained by Mefll Blair and Irving, by 

the capture of the {loop Morning Sta( (David Miller 

mafterj, in the road of Black River, on the Mufquiio 

(hore, on the 30th day of April I'jibi 
Five copper ftills, about 300 gallons each, fo 

made as to ferve occaflonaily for boilers, for 

fundry purpofes . 
Two iron boilers, about 400 gallons each 
Three large iron preflesi with fcrews, j^latois, 

&c. complete for making oil 
Upwards of 1300P bricks 
Sheets lead, at leaft i8cwt. 
A quantity of caft iron bars und platet, ceft 

at leaft 
A plough and fundry other rmplements of KoC* 
. bandry, coft at leaft • ' 



. The above is the prkde coft of the diflerent articles ia 
England \ fuch plantation ftores are never fold in ihiscpuntry 
for lefs than double thef urn in Jamaica currency^ which the 
jprime^coft amounted to, freight, infuraiice, s^ fhippfng 
^ charges^ 
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charges, being always confidcred as part of the prime jcoft. 
which charges for the above articles Qannot be dated at lefii 
t)iah 40I. whfch being added to the above, mak^ the whole o£ 
iiit prime co(l amount to 553;1* t)ie double of which is 1106I. 
The above articles were therefore yvorth in this £, x.* d^^ 

country, at lead I io61. Jamaica ^rrencv .. 1106 o. o' 
Gunpowder ^325; pounds,* at I zL. per ;oclb. 399 o o 
Le^d (hot at lead jocwt. at.4QS, per.cwt. 60 o o 

Mufquets 47 at 40s. each. , .^ •* ^- 94 c a 

FoWling-pieccstwo, at loos.e^ph,. • . xo o o 

An anchor qf about 300 weight, and. 12 fmaU . . 

anchors ano graplings, value at lead • 4$. o O 
A puncheon filled with Ut)es and (wioe r. 27 ip o 
Rulfia drab, valtie at lead - 7 x 5 o a 

Ofnaburghs, at lead aaoo yards, at is. per yard no o o 
Seventy->two deer*(kins at 2s. 6d i 361b. tortoife*- 

* Ihfell, at 7s. (5d. • - M 10 o 

Sundry articles of ironmongery and haberdafhe- 

ly, the particulars of which cannot poflibly 
" be recoUedeci^ but which are under-rated at , 100 O o 
Wine, porter, tea, fugar, and fundry other ca« 

, bin doipes,- valu9 a? leaft . • . - 36 o o 

CiiQi, at lead, - - •! - 8 10 o 

Xbe flopp^Morniag Star, as appears by the af* .^ 

fidavitpf David Millar loader, was worth 1400 p o 

,^The articles in this fecpnd part^ (the floop exceptedj arc 
charged atlhe w^l^plefale p^ice of this place, gnd mod of them 
were in gre%t demand, and could have been fold at that rate, 
and cafli^igpbd bills, or produce tliat would hav^ made a pro- 
-iitable remittance^ immediately received In payment. 

EJiimate of the hfi fuftatned By JHexahder Blair. 

Wearing apparel, a(],e^ . r , ^ . £r^20 0_^, 

Bi9ok§, chafts, indruments, and arms *. , ^ jgo. 0-0 

Bedding andjuroiture • ^ • 40' o o 

Caih, at lead * - - 40 o o 

I^fs fgdaiofid^y Blair an4 Irving as above 3433 to o 

Black 
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Stack River, 1^ 

This day Alexander Blair appeared before me John Botirke^ 
Efq. eujias rptul&rum^ and one of his Majefty*8 jaftice^ of the 
peace for the Mufquito fhor«?, and being duly fworii on the 
Holy £vangeliils> depof«Hh and faiths that the above eftimale 
(amounting in the whole to tlie fum of 3723L los. Jamaica 
i^orrcncy, or 2659I; i^s. lod. ftcrling money of Great Bri- 
faia) is -a juil and true account of the lofs ftlftained l^ Doc- 
tor Charles Irving and this depcxnent, according to the bdt 
of this deponent's judgment and recolleAion ; that feveral 
6f the papers relating to the cargo, bej|ng carried away with 
the floop, fome parts of the abcyre eftjmate are fornnied front 
memory, but in fuch parts this deponent h&tfbeea extremely 
careful taAer to under-ratc than %^ over-«te the fame« 
They fufFer a ftill farther and very fertou^ damage^ by being- 
deprfved of the above (lores intended for a plantation whkii 
they are now Carrying ori at Great River, on the Mufqiiii^ 
ihore, and by the incompletcnefs of thofe &Ii«ady landed, 
Inany of which cannot be rephiccd in th»« coufttry ; and by 
the lofs of the flbop they aie deprived of the means d kefep« 
fng up an sntercourfe with Jamaica ^ an iiitettMrfe ^fibncially 
fieceflary in the profecution of their plan, bemg thie only 
place w^ere they could procure (laves and matiy other necet- 
faries for their pfantation; and f hey JHf« Aril turf hev ftifier* 
ers, by the neceflity which this deponent deems himfelf tmder 
of- returning ta England, in order to lay before his Majefty'9 
minifters a circumftantial and well-authenticated relation of 
this moft extraordmary a£l of violence -y which voyage will 
unavoidal)Fy be attended with a. confidbrable e7tp<^fe,^ and 
great lofs of time, afnd be hrgMy detrimental to flte afl^ii^ 
(in this country) of Do6!ct Charles Irving and ll^ depo-> 
iient ; aH which dsrtfiages it Is itnpoffibfeat this time to fet aay 
juft value upon . This deponent further fays, that there were 
on board the (Ibop, fundry promiCory notes, receipts for mo- . 
ncy left in England, asa fund of credit^ and fiimhryaco^« 
ed bills of exchange, alt beieoging fo thts^ deponent, and 
that if fome of thefe papers faU into Ae bands ef bad men^ 
this depottent maybe thereby put tcra very greatf trouble and 
expenfe, and by the lofs of others, his property may be with- 
held from him ; but as the damage which rnay be incurred by 
this lbf& depends^ fe- much on cifCttrnfiances, fto charge ia 
thad'e for it. There werealfo on board the floop cpany pa- 
perSji, of great importance to this deponent in bis future views 

in 
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in liie; but which he tnuft not pretend ta fet a valee upon; 
Thisdeppnent further f^ith, that /from the day on :wbich ib| 
fl<^p Mpriving Star failied from.England, until the day oi\ 
V(.k\c\t (kfi. .w^s taken, ihe Acver had been t9 the fouthward of 
Great Riy^c, in latitude i^^ 4,fli. nor tu the weftwari) 
oif Bli^iik Riveri bpthon the Mufquito ftior^y nor bad any 
ij^^ drlntercQprfeWen carried on by iier means, w^tb any 
pla<;e or perfon fiibjed to the crown of 3.paii;u 

Sw:<V9 be^o^ me this I'j^h d^y of 

O/J' of a letter to L^rd George Germaine^ 

IT is ^ow tbreff iponihs fince I had the honoiir of de« 
liy^mgito y«>ur JUor4fi)ip a tnenioriaU in behalf of Dqdor 
Charles Irving and fnyf<;]f, iK>aiplaining of the illegal cap* 
flMre of the ijoop Morning ^tar, in tb^ road before Black 
T^iver, by two.Spaniih |S(«m.ed floops, without any jiiiiifiabli^ 
cauftf whatjever, to the tot^jiln^in qf yoMr,petitioocrs'aiffiurs 
in that part oif ^be rW^Jipld. : 

Ywr JUdrdrtjip ^?%8 then pkafect to. fay, that you could no! 
bjelieve.that vh^ vefleli^ >v bo committed this unjvftifiabie out- 
.rage .belonged .tp thp Spi|ini/h i^atton^ Jbut .fe^cd rather to 
fupp^<^ ihey m.^ght be ve^ls fropfi N<>rth America. 
. My^k^ fqr|u^.#t^ efo^ 9^ fqm<^ «f .tfb^ failors belongiog 
to the faid (loop Mproif^g Star^ I have now the honour to 
tranfmit t0 yonr Lordfl^ip the copy pf an affidavit made by 
FrcdericJf Suodj.ogpe. of the oaariners, before Thomas French, 
.c^s ^nddtief judge of the court of c^fiuDoapteasyof Kiog« 
iloo,. in JamaiQ4» tb^ original of which is ir> my poifeflipn ; 
whereby it appe^r^ that the veffels who took ,the Morninfl; 
S,^r were not only Spanitb veflels, but holding commiiTions 
imtp^diat^ly un^ler the King of Spain, the one caUed Pacf- 
ficQ, of fotirteen guns, commanded by Pan J ua^) Cartel !o, 
the other the Recurfo, of twelve guqs,. commanded by Ao- 
tcmio Yepe ; wjth all other particulars of the capture, as fit 
forth in the affidavit. 

Fceliixg what i« due ta men in. high authority, at critical 
moments, I have waited with the ittmoft patieace, agreeable 
tq yqur tordihjp's requi^Il ; ,jno^ the fa<Sls are uncontrover- 
tiblei^d feeling alfo the.proieclion that is due to us as Britilh 
vfu|ye£ts, I v<;nture to hopf that my fubmiffi.ve delay will be 
a loeans of procjuring us more fpe^dy jufiice in the end. 

Vol. V. X ^ . I beg 
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• I bcgleave to put your Lordfhip in ff^ind, that neither Doc- 
tor Irving nor myfelf, who are both well known in this 
country, and have held reFpe£lab)c commi (lions under hi^ 
Majefty, can be claffed with thofe randoni buccaneers, who 
fonfetimes force an illicit trade with the Spaniih colonies ; wc 
tindertook this projeA with the approbation, if not at the-de- 
fire of gove^nmen^, in hopes it might prove beneficial to our* 
felves, and the nation at large ; and we were abfoliitely pro- 
itiiied, that in cafe the prujecl Succeeded, and any alterations 
in th<e duties on oils, or other articles, (hould be found ne* 
ceflary, thatthey would be moved in Parliament, and i^cii 
bounties propofed in certain events. 

After expending fo much of our money and time in com* 
pleting the neceflaries for fuch an undertaking; after under^ 
going the fatigues of a voyage, of fuch a length, in fo fuUry 
a cHmate, jufl at the time when we had brought fo many 
coftcurring cireqrti (lances to beat, to find our ve(rel j carrying 
Engli(h colours^, lying in a road under his Majefty*s protec- 
tion, thus violently f wept away, without a poffibrlity of al- 
leging there v^as the Icaft intradionoftheflighteft punSilio, 
much lefs any crime; and the iinhappy mariners tied toge- 
ther, and Inade captives, in fo difgraceful a manner ; all thofe 
things call fo loudly for redrefs, that I am perfuaded they will 
raife your Lord(hip's indignation, and that we (hall now find 
you the warme(t interceflTor with his Majefty, in obtaining ik 
compenfatinn for onr lo(res, and vindicating our country's 
wrongs, I am, with great refpefti 

Your-Lordfhip's moft obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 
London, 17th Dec. 1776. ' . Alex.« Blair. 

P. S. I will call regularly at your Lord(hip's office every 
day, at 12 o'clock, for three days fucceffively, to (hew the. 
original affidavit before Judge French, whofe hand-writing 
is well known in this town, and will be ready to attend your 
Lordfhip at any other time you are p leafed to command me, 
I lodge at Mr. Holland's in Oxendon Street. 

To the right honourable Lord George Geroiaine, 

Copy of an affidavit of Frederick Sund% 

Jamaica, (T. 
Frederick Sund, of the paVifh of Kingftbn, in thcL 
county of Surry, and ifland of Jamaica, mariner, late be- 
longing to a certain (loop called the Morning Star, being duly 
fworn,-aiaketh*oath, and faith, That on the thirtieth day of . 

April 
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Aprillaft, the faid floop Morning Star was lying at anchor 
near the bar of Black River, on the Mufquito fliore: and 
this deponent further faith, thi^ two guarda-coftas, belonging 
to his Mod Catholic Majefty, the Pacifico of fourteen guns^ 
commanded by Don Juan Caflello, and the Recurfo of twelve 
guns, commanded by Arg^r'O Yepe, under Dutch colours, 
bore down upon the (aid fldi(](}^, ^while at anchor as aforefaid 
(fhe having Englifh colours hoifted;;. whereupon the faid 
.guarda-coftas hauled down the Dutch colours, and the Paci* 
Sto bailed the faid iloop Morning Star, and afked, *^ From 
^heiKetame ye?" and being an f wered, " From London 
and Jamaica," (he again, aiked, << Have you any flourt ot 
other provifions?*' and was anfwcred, " Only for our own 
ufe." And after fo hailing the faid floop, they the faid Don 
Jiian Caftetlo and Antonio Yepe came on board the faid* 
floop, and the faid Don Juan Caftello alked, *« Who the vcf- 
fel belonged to?" he was anfwered, "ToMcffrs. Irvinfi»and 
Blair;" an^ alfo aflced, '* What is the matter's name?** and 
he was anfwered, " David Miller, who is on Ihore.*'- And 
this deponent further faith, that as foon as they the faid Don 

iuan Caftello and Antonio Yepe came on board the fl6op 
lorning Star, they ordered the Englilh colours to be hauled 
down, which was accordingly done, and then aflced if there 
were any ammunition on board, when they were anfwered 
only fome powder and mufkets for our own ufe ; and they 
alfo aflced, "Have you fcnt any powder on (hore?" and 
they wercf anfwered, ** Some to the foperintendant at Black 
River.'* And this deponent further faith, that after their 
faid queftions were anfwered, the faid Don Juan Caftello or- 
dered fome armed men to come on board, who, by his com- 
mand, tied the floop*s crew, two by two (except David 
Robinfon the boatfwain, who continued on board the faid 
floop foiTTB days after j, and put them on board the Pacifico, 
while the Spaniards took poffeflion of the fa ul (loop Morning 
Star, and proceeded to Port Bello, and from thence to Car- 
thagena, from which laR mentioned place this deponent made 
hisefcape. his 

"Sworn before me pREDfeRicK X Bund. 

this 20th day of Sept, 1776. mark. 

T, French, cujios, fffr. Kingfti)n. 
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Copy of a Utter to Lord Pf^eymouth. ^ 

My Lord, 
I PRESENTED a mcnnorial to Lord George Germajrte): 
three mqnths ago> complaining pf the Ukgal capture .of jIia 
floop Morning, 6]tar,.l?elonging lo J^oftor Charles Irvingand 
myfelf, by two Spaniih armed, tegs, pa trhe Mufq^itoib^re^, 
^ CQpy of whi^^h is b^fe encloled,-? , ., 

Hs|vii|g recelve4 a cirqumftanti^l jj,ccoiHit of the eap^ijire^ 
l^y an aiHdavit of Frederick Sand, pne of the failqrs^ i^\^sfk 
l?efpre Xh<ui?3^ -French, ciifios.^nd chief juflkc of the. cpM4\Jt 
<ijf Comfnon Pli5a^ of Kin|itoii, in Jamaica, I wrote iti^ tar, 
clqfed letter lo L,ord George Gej[tT)ain^, on the 17th iniWn^l), 
^d jn a cofiv^rf^tion with his Lord^tp on the 19th, reijp^dt 
ipg this letter, ^ I was told that the papers relative to this out* 
r;^c would, be 'tranfmiited to your Lordlhip's ofBcte* ^yliicll 
I can by no tneajis laijient,. confidering what has pa(R:dj, $Lt\A 
l^elieving, from, your manly chara6ler, that there will be 
BOW no longer, apy djslay m procurmg fatfisfaflion for our 
loffes, and ^vindicating the national honour. 
- It njBver wasn^y wifti to hurry adminiilitation ilito a |li(€uf* 
Jon \yith the court of Spain, at an.imf>roper fea{bn; { cfe- 
\ayed from prefling my bufinefs, in defjerence to^ \\\^\r ,ikjua* 
^ioti, although I had croi&d the Atlantic for redre^ 4 ,n<yw I 
am transferred to anotlier office, atid my condufl, iivibis re- 
fpe£l, treated a^ weaknefs ; I beg it may be unie'r^QitA^ %ht% 
any delay in demandirig froth theicrowo pf Spaia that rf^xi[^ 
fa£lion which the cafe re4jui.res> i^ riptuiih my cmifefit^ 

It muft he evideivt to ypur Lordfhip, that un^il nedrefpii^ 
fully obtained in, th,i^ cafe, tl^e inhabitants of :th^t.cp|*»J«5P 
i:an have no fecurity fo?* their ^property, aiidarp ibj^Vej^y.^PT 
terred from engaging, with any degree .of fpirit, ip ^h'^ CiiJ|i- 
yation of many commoditiesy whicb the colony is. vjB^y hap- 
pily fituated for prodocing ;. cpir^n^voduie^cflentially neceffary 
to the man ufadures pf Great Britain, but which axe.^t pre* 
fent principally furniihqd by the colonies of France an<i 
Spain, our Weft India iflands being prevented by the fcarcity 
of land, and other local di fad vantages, from engagir\gifvthe 
culture of them to any extent. 

It was alleged by Lord George Germaine, inth(?laft con- 
verfation I had the honour to hold with his Lord(hip, that 
the Spaniards had never acquiefced in our title to the Muf- 
quito fhore ; but I muft beg leave to obferve, that there arc 
no veftiges of their haying ever poflefled that part of the 

country 
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cuuntry where the Englifl) arc' fettled, and which was volun- 
tarily ceded 10 King William*, by theunconqnrred natives; 
that the Englilh have ever fmce retained poilcflion ; and as 
his Majefty has lately been gracioufly pleafed to eflablifli t^ 
Ipgiflative council, for the better governing of the colony, it 
y/ould be a deception of his fubjedts, and a national difgrace. 
10 perqait their property to be feized under ihcfe circum-r 
dances, by any power whatever. 

I Aall be ready at any time to wait on your Lord(hip, to 
give every information in my power concerning this unpre- 
cedented a£l of violence, and to explain the commercial ad** 
vantages that may be derived from the colony. 
I am, with the greateft refpcdl, 
Your Lord(hip*s.moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 
London, Dec. 23, 1776. Alex. Biair, 

I lodge at Mr. Holland's, Oxendon Street. 

Copy of a Utter to Lord JVeym^uth. 

My Lord, 

I CALLED on your Lordlhip ycfterday morning, to 
have had the honour of fomc converfation refpeding the (loop 
Morning Star ; Sir Stanier Porten told me it would be proper 
to put my bufincfs in writing, which Ijiow do. 

I am informed, my Lord, that the Governor of Jamaica, 
Sir Baffl Keith, has tranfmitted to Lord George G^rmatne a 
copy of his letter to the governor of Carthagena, demanding 
reftitution and fatisfiidion to the owners (being Dodor 
Irving and myfelf) of the floop Morning Star, which was' 
taken by two Spanilh guarda-coftas, commanded l>y Don 
Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe, as flic lay at anchor, in 
light of the King's Houfe, at Black River, en the Mufquito 
(liore, as alfo the Spaniih governor's anfwer, acknowledging 
the capture by veifels commiilioned by the King of Spain, 
but declaring that he could not order reftitution. 

My fird anxiety is, to know if thefc letters have been tranf« 
mittetl to your LordAiip, who, I am pecfuadcd, notwith- 
ftanding the delays that have hitherto taken place in this 
bufmefs, will lofe no time in vindicating the honour of the 

• Mr. Blair hi» fince difcovcrcd, that what he confidered as the 
original ce(Tion of the Mufquito fbore, was only a tontirxnation of the 
original ceffion. Which was luade'fn the t:«9fh of King Charles the 
I5Uft. 

X 3 nation. 
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nation, and doing juftice tq every particular member of the 
community, 

Jf it fhould be deemed impolitic, as I am given to under- 
ftahd at another place, to prefs the Spani(h court for redrefs, 
at the prefent moment, I hope yoilr Lordlhip will confider 
the great hardfliip upon Doftor Irving and myfelf; from fuch 
Z proceeding, who embarked the greateft part of our pro- 
perty in this adventure, under the fariSion and encourage- 
ment of government, under the faith of proteftion, where 
his Majefty had eftabliihed a legiflative council, anddifplayed 
fijs colours, and where no one improper aS on our part, or 
our agents, can be alleged as the caufe of the capture ; and 
therefore your Lordfhip muft fee, that the point in iflue in 
this buGnefs is the right of the nation to the fettlement- on 
the Mufquito ftore, which Great Britain has fo long main- 
tained, and lately fettled, under a more regular form of go- 
vernmem, as fet forth in my former memorials ; and there- 
fore I expefl, if the fyftem of procraftination (hould be adopt- 
ed, that yourLordfliip will give me explicit aHurances,^ in 
writing, that the public will, in the mean time, pay the lofs 
(uftained by DoSor Irving and myfelf, according to the ac- 
count I have rendered ; otherwife, after waiting fo long,' I 
(hall think it my duty to prefer a petition to Parliament ; 
and although there may be little hopes of fuccefs through 
t^t channel where the King's minifters do not approve, ytt 
it is a duty I owe to my abfent friend, Doflor Irving, to ufe 
every means for redrefs the conftitution has given to an in- 
jured fubjeiSl, confcious of the juflnefs of my claim, whatever 
be the event. , 

1 am, with the greateft refpefl to your Lordfhip, 
Your obedient and moft humble fcrvant, 
Oxendon Street, Alex. Blair. 

Jan. 31, 1777. 
All which your petitioner humbly fubmits to this honour- 
able Hobfe, and prays fuch relief as they in their, wifdon) 
ftall think fit; 

February 24, 1777. Alexander Blair. 

Copy a/ the proteji of David Miller^ late majler of thejloop 
Aloming Star. 
Great Black River j, | ,« 
Mufquito Jhore, J * 

BY thiff public inftrument of proteft, be it known and ma-.. 
nifeft to all whom i^ may concern, that on the firft day of 

May, 
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May, in the year of our Lord God one thoufahd feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fixy David Miller, late maflerof the floop 
or vefTel called the Morning Star, burden one hundred and 
thirty tons, or thereabouts, plantation built, and Britifh pro- 
perty, perfonally appeared before me, John Bouike, Efquire, 
one of his Majelly's juftices, and cuftos rotulorum on the Muf* 
quito (hore, in North America (no notary public being then 
on the Mufquito ihore); and the faid appearer, David Miller, 
did then fojcmnly intimate, declare, tcltify, proteft,jand fay, 
that the aforefaid iloop or vefTel called the Morning Star 
cleared out at the cudom-houfe in London for Jamaica and 
the Mufquito fliore, at the latter of which places thq faid 
vcffei arrived about the middle of February laft paft ; Alex- 
ander Blair and Charles Irving then being paflengers on board 
of her, and the faid veflTel continued at different parts of the 
faid Mufquito (hore until about noon on Tuefday the thirtieth 
day of April laft paft ; that about the hour of eleven in the 
forenoon of the faid Tuefday, the faid veffel was lying at 
arichor off Great Black River fthe chief Britilh fettlement) 
on the Mufquito (hore aforefaid, vi^ith Britiih colours flying, 
when two armed (loops, or veflels, came in from fea, with 
Dutch jacks at their topmaft heads, and anchored at a very 
fmall diftance from the aforefaid veffel called the Morning 
Star; and foon after their anchoring, as aforefaid, they (the 
faid armed veffels) fent two boats, or* launches, with a great 
many men, on board of the faid veffel called the Morning 
Star, ar\d according to the beft of the aforefaid appearer'^ 
knowledge and belief, took poffeffion of her, at the fame time 
ftriking the Briti(h colours, and putting the faid veffel (called 
the Morning Star) under fail, the fame armed veffels alfo 
getting under fail, when all the aforefaid three (loops or vef- 
, fcls flood out to fpa, and were feemingly clofe hauled to the 
. wind; and the aforefaid appearer further faith^ he hath been 
affured that the aforefaid two armed (loops or veffcjs ft ruck 
. their Dutch jacks neatly at the fame time with the ftriking 
of the Briti(h colours which were on board of^ the aforefaid 
vjeffel called the Morning Star; but the faid appearer cannot 
fay whether the faid Dutch jacks were hauled down before or 
after the aforefaid boats or launches got on board the faid vef- 
fel called the Morning Star. And the afore faid appearer further 
faith,' that during the (hort time the faid two armed veffels 
continued at their anchors as aforefaid, the faid appearer heard 
three guns (ired, but did not at that time certainly know by 
whom the fame were fired, though he hath Vince been affured 
. X 4 . that 
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that one ottht aforefaid boats or hunches fifed fome frtialt 
krins, and the fmalleft of the faid two armed veifels fired three 
jguns at a fmall floop or veflel calkd the Polly, owned by 
Britifh fubje£^s, r^fident on thcMufquito ihoreaforefald, then 
commanded by John Coffil, and which the faid above-men- 
tioned, fmall v^eriel ran veryclofe in along (hdre, and efcap-* 
td to the weRward, with a fignal of diftrefs, while the afore- 
faid armed veflels were Employing thtir aforefaid boats or 
launches to take the faid veflel called the Morning St*ar, and 
on board of which faid veflel the Morning Star there were 
fix Br'rtifh fubjeSs, and one Swede, it the time of her iHegal 
-capture as aforje faid; to wit, the misite and fix feamen which 
belonged unto her, the aforefaid Charks Irving having been 
left at Great River, on the aforefaid Klirfquito fhore, and the 
aforefaid Alexander Blair, together with the aforefaid appear- 
fer David Miller, and one feaman, being about neceflarybufi- 
hefs on (hore at Great Black River aforefaid. And the afore- 
faid appearcr further faith, he hath been aflured, that after the 
aforefaid t vo armed veflels fl:ood out to fea, in company with 
the aforefaid vefltl called the Morning Star, the largeft of the 

' faid armed veflels hoifted a broad pendant, and the other 
hoiftcd a long pendant, both of which, as the faid appearer 
bath been alfo aifured, appeared to be blue, and which fiu'd 
pendants, and the Dutch jacks, were all the colours which 
were, according to the belt of the aforefaid appearer's know- 
ledge and belief, hoifted, or in any manner (hewn, by the 
aft)refaid captors, while either of the faid armed vefltls, or 
their aforefaid illegal capture, remained in fight of the afore- 
faid ciuef Britifh fettlement.. Arid the aforefaid appearcr fur- 
ther faith, that from the firll time of the aforefaid veflel the 
Morning Star's arrival at the Mufqiiito fhore aforefaid, until 
the very inftant of her being illegally taken and carried away 
as aforefaid, (he the aforefaid flooj) or velfel called the Morn- 
ing Star never was at any place unto the fouthWard o£ 
Great River, the mouth of which is nearly in latitude twelve 
degrees and forty-feven minutes north, on the aforefaid M uf- 
quite Ihorc, nor hath (he ever been, within the faid time, at 
anyplace unto the weft ward of Great Black River, the chief 
Britiih fettlement aforefaid; nether has there at any time been 

. anyiradeorintercourfewhatfoever carriedon,oreven altemptl 
cd to be carried on, with any Spanifli fiibjeft whatfoever, by 
means of the faid veifel called the Morning Star, or by means 
of any the merch^ndife or other eflTefls at any time or times 
bij board of her, during the time from her firft arrival un- 
til her illegal capture as aforefaid; neither has the faid veflel 
2 called 
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Called th^ Morning Star ever had (during any part Cff the 
faid time, from about the middle of February lail p^ft, imril 
ihe was illegally boarded and taken as aforefaid; any kiud 
>»hatfoever of Spanilh property or produce on board of her ; 
und at the time of her being fo taken and carried away, the 
renlains of her cargOi which fhe brought from England, anJi 
then had on board, c^onfiiled of a great quantity ot plaiitatioit 
ftores, and fundry other goods, which were all antl every part 
thereof intended to be landed on the aforefaid Mufquito ihore^ 
had not the faid capture prevented the faid landrngt^iereof ; 
and the faid pVantation ftores, and fundry other goods taken 
and carried away as aforefaid, do amount to a very coniider* 
able value, which cannot at prefcnt be exadly afcertained 
by the aforefaid appearer David Miller, as all the papers 
which he had relative thereto, were on board of the faid vef- 
fel called the Morning Star, at the time of her being illegally 
taken and carried way as aforefaid. And he the fa4d ap- 
pearer doth verily believe the faid floop called the Morning 
Star is fuch a good veflel, that (he could have been fold in 
Jamaica (before her aforefaid illegal captnre) for the fum of 
onethoufand and four httndred pounds current money of Ja- 
maica, or thereabouts ; and he th e faid appearer doth alfo 
verily believe the aforefaid two armed veflcls were and arc 
Spanifti property, and navigated by Spanifh fubjeds; and 
therefore he the aforefaid appearer David Miller hath 
fi>lemnly declared to proteft, and defired an a<S of me the 
aforefaid John Hourke, Efq. asr«/?oj rotulorum on tlic afore- 
faid Mufquiio Ihore (no notary public being then oti the Miif- 
<jnito fhore), to ferve and avail him the faid appearer David 
Miller, and all others concerned in the a fore fa »d {loop or vef- 
fcl called the Morning Star, or concerned in her cargo, wheii> 
and where it (honld or may be requif/'.e. Wherefore I, the 
aforefaid John Bonrke, Efq. one of his Majcfty's juftices, 
and cuftos rotulorum on the Mufquito fhore atorefaid (no no- 
tary public being then on ihe Mufquito fhore), at the reqncft 
aforefaid, did folemnly proteft, and by thefe prefcnts do hereby 
folemnly proteft againft the aforefaid two armed floops or 
velfels, or the ir boats or launches, and every perfon and 
perfons whatfoever, who was or were on board the faid arm- 
ed floops orvefTels, or on board of their boats and launches, 
or that was or were, in any manner whatfoever, affifting 
or concerned in taking and carrying or fendln^^ a-^ay, 
as aforefird, the aforefaid floop calted the Morrih?^ 
St^r, for ail lofles, damages, coft*, and detriments whai3 

foevcr, 
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focve;-, already in any way fiifFcred or fuftained, or which 
(ball or may be hereafter in any manner fufFered or fudaincdi 
by reafon or means of the afore faid capture, io be all had 
and recovered in time and place, as of right Ihall^appertain*. 
This was thus done and protofted at Great BlackKiver (the 
chief Briiifl) fettlement), on the Mtifquito fliore, in North 
America, in the prefence of John Galiin and Thomas Mar- 
riott Perkins, witntfles thereunto requeued, 

David Miller. 
Witncffes, John Gall in. 

Thomas Marriott Perkins. 

David Miller, late mafter of the floop called the Morning 
Star, mentioned in the foregoing proteft, came this day be- 
fore me, the aforefaid John Bourke, Efq. cujios rotulorum; 
as aforefaid, and duly made oath on the Holy Evangeliftsof 
Almighty God, that the foregoing proteft, as to the fubftancQ 
thereof, is true in every particular, as therein fpecified. 

David Miller. 

Sworn before me at Great Black River aforefaid, thisfirft 
day of May, in the year of our Lord God one thoufand fe- 
vcn hundred and feventy-fix. John Bourke. 

The four following* dcpofitions were taken in prefence of 
thclegiflativecouncil,of which the fuperintendantisprefident. 

Copy of the defojihon of Thomas Archdeacon^ mariner. 

Bliick River, Mufquito fljore^ ff* 

Personally appeared before tpe, his Mi^j efty's chief juf- 
tice of the peace for the feid (nore, Thomas Archdeacon, ma- 
riner, who made oath on the Holy Evangclifts of Almighty 
God, depofeth and fayeth, that he this deponent being at 
Black River aforefaid, about eleven o'clock, being the thirtieth 
day of April laft, he faw two (loops come to anchor off. Black 
River Bar, under Dutch colours, which colours were foon 
after hauled d^^wn ; this deponent looking at them with a fpy- 
l^lafs, imagined that they were veifels of force, and were iull 
of men \ a fhort time after this deponent faw a launch, or 
boat, go on board the Hoop Morning Star, David Miller maf- 
tcr, the being at an anchor like wife, and had an Englifh pen- 
dant And enfign hoifled, and that immediately as the boat or 
launch went on board he faw them ftruck. Prefently after, 
he faw a jack hbifted in the (larboard (hrouds, jand another/ 
launcbi 01 boat, went then on board, when this deponent ob« 

fervcdl 
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ferved that the jack was hauled down, and about half an hour 
^ after, he this deponent faw the Morning Star under fai!, and 
the other two floops immediately followed her ; oiie of them 
hoided a long pendant, and the other a broad pendant, but 
cannot tell what colours they were. And further this depo« 
went faith not. Thomas Archdeacon, 

1 have examined the a*bove depofition,and compared it with 
the original, and find it to be a true copy. John Bourjlj:* 
Sworn before me this 3d of May 1776. 
John Bourke. 

Copy tfthe deptifitlon efDavid^ Lamb^ furvepr. 

Black Rher^ Mufqu'tto Jhorey (T. ' 

Personally appeared before me, his Majefty's chief jtif* 
ticc of the peace for the faid fliore, David Lamb, furveyor, 
«jw.ho made oath on the Holy Evangelifls of Almighty Gcxl, 
depofeth and faith, that on the thirtieth day of April laft, about 
twelveo'clock at noon, he tills deponent) being at Black River 
aforefaid, and hearing that two ftrang^ floops were come to, 
off the bar, and that a third fioop was under fail, this depo- 
nent went to the beach on the fea.fide to view th^m, and ia 
his way heard feveral guns fired : when he this deponent got 
on the beach, he faw the fltx>p Morning Star, and the two 
ftrangc floops, at anchor, and a fourth under fail, which was 
a floop belonging to -himfelf, named the Nancy,whereof John 
CofFell was mafter, which (loop Nancy flood in fo clofc fur 
the (hore, that this deponent fuppofed the people in her io- 
tended to riin her on (hore, and the faid floop Nancy had her 
colours hoided in her (hrouds: this deponent obferved that 
the other three floops had no colours, and told Captain Tho- 
mas Archdeacon of it, when Captain Archdeacon ( who got on 
the beach a few minutes before this deponent) faid he faw 
the colours of the floop Morning Star haultd down. Thi« 
deponent obferved the two flrange floops to be full of men, 
and appeared like armed veiTels, and faw two boats full of men 
go from the faid flrangc floops on board the floop Morning 
Star, and in little more than half an hour he this deponent 
faw the faid floop Morning Star under fail, and prcfently a/ter, 
the two firange floops followed her; the three floops flood oiit 
tofea, that is, to the northward ; the fourth, which did belong 
to this deponent, went to Prenaw Creek. And further this 
deponent faith not* Davio Lams. 

. Sworn befoie me this 6th 

■dayofrMay.1776. JObk BOUJIKJ^. .. 

Copy 
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Copy of the depo/ttlon af Richard Burrelly mariner* 
Black River y Mufquitojhote^ ff. 

Pi::iisoNALLY appeared before mc, his Majefty's chief juf- 
tke of the peace for the faid ihore, Richard Burrell, marinefp 
who made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty Ciod^ 
that he this deponent was a paflenger oti board the floop 
Nancy, John CofFell raafter, on a voyage from Prenaw Creek 
toCapcuraciasa Deos, on the faid fhore, and that on Monday 
the twenty-ninth day of April laft, about nine o'clock in the 
evening of that day, the moon (hining very bright, the afore- 
faid floop Nancy being then about eight leagues to the north- 
ward of Puttook River, ihey fell in with two Spaniih guarda- 
c^ftas^ the fmalieft of which fired a gun, and brought the 
faid floop Nancy to; at the fame time 'fh^ hoifted Spaniih 
colours, and then hailed in Spaniih firil, and in Englifli af- , 
ter wards, to know where the faid floop Nancy had come 
frpm, and where (he vsas hound to? John Coffell, mailer of 
(aid floop, anfwered, From Prenav^ Creek, and bound to Cape 
Gracilis a Deos ; on which the fmalieft guarda-cofta went 
acbeady-and then the iargei^camealongilde ot faid floopNancy> 
and hailed her in the fame manner that the fmall guarda«^ 
coda did, and aflced what flle was loaded with? to which they 
we^e anfwered, that (he was only in ballaft; on which the 
guSirda-cofla oidtrtd the faid floop Nancy to heave to, and 
kept her in that manner until three o'clock on Tuefday morn- 
14)6^, when the guardacofta hailed, and a(ked what provi- 
fions wcre"on board? to which Captain CofFeil anfwefed, he 
had none, but would be glad that the Spaniards would fparc 
him a barrel of bread or barrel of flour, at the fame time aik- 
ijig why they detained him fo long ? The Spaniards then 
diked the bearings and diftance of the ifland of BQiiaca» and 
what veflels were at Black River? to .which this deponent 
anfwered, that Bonaca bote weft by north, and Captain 
CofFell anfwered that therp was a brig and fchooner at Black 
River ; they, the Spaniards, then told the people on board 
the floop Nancy that they might go about their bufmefs^ On 
ivhich the faid floop Nancy bore away for Black River, hcf 
fails being bad, and about ieven o'clock the. fame morning 
t^ey faw the two Sparuflh .floops under Diatch colours, and 
fianding in for. Black JUver, where he this, deponctnt faw' 
them at afichor about twelve o'clock'at noou, the faid floipp 
Nancy rundown by the faid Spaniih floops^ Mtit (fufpedlpg 
that any hoftilitjLXKis jotendBdj the Jargdft. Sfuimfli iloop 

hailed 
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hailed the faid-flpop Nancy, mhI ordered her to'coOie a{eng« 
<fide ; to which cue cf the Naiacy's people anfvvered) that a« 
Soon- as (lie got a little further in, they would heave to f<^ 
them ; by/JiUtimfi this de^onelnt faw alaunch or hoat coming 
towards faid flo®p Nancy, full of ipe«, and ht Verily bc- 
licveg there ivere twenty men in her at Icaft, all ar-med ^ith 
cutUlFosand fmall arii»s; they foon came alcngfide faid floop 
Nancy, and called for a rope, but none was handed ; on which 
the bowmacn nook^d the quarter rail with his boat-hook : tb(9 
forefail bein^ by this time hoifted, gave the floop Nancy 
fach- w^y on her that the bowman in the boat or launch was- 
obliged to ,let the boat-hofok.go^ and inAantly the 'people |t» 
the boat or tannch Ared four nftu(kets^ 'two of which bit tho 
faid doop, and the fiiialleft guarda-cofta fired three cannpn t 
as foon as the launch or boat left th$ faid floop Nancy, this 
dieponcnt faw ;her or another go. on Uoard.aJa^ge floop that 
was then at anchor, which floophad aa English pendant and 
eafign ihoiftc^^ and prefently ai'terthe boat or launch go on 
board the faid flpop;, be obferrcd the colours, weneftruck^ 
which floop this deponent has been fince informed is the 
floop Morning Star, David Miller mafter ; and thi« deponent 
fayeth, that in about an hour after faid launch or boat got on- 
board faid. floop Morning Stan, he faw her and the other two 
(loops under way> and (landing to the northward ; and thia 
deponent fayeth, Ahat the middle cloth in the mainiails of thb 
above two floops were black; and this deponent {ayeth^. 
ttiBLi the largefl floop, he believes^ had fourteieii carmon minun* . 
ed, and tlie fmallefl floop had twelve cannon mounted,- and 
that both floops weiJe full of men. And further this deport 
nerit fayeth not. Rxcharo Bv4l&£]>l« 

<Sworn before me this 3d 

day of May 1776. John Bourke. 
' . ^ ■ 

Ccpy of ihef'depofitim of John Coffelt^ tu^tr ofthejloap Nancy n 

\BIack River J M\ifquito Jhore^ ^ 

P£RSOi{ A LLY appeared bef<brenie, his Majefly's chief juftm 
of thtf peace for the faid fbore, John Coffell, mafte* of thai 
lloop Nancy, whoaiftade oath -on the Holy Evangeiifl&of Ab- 
mighty God^ depofcth and fayeth, that on the twenty*nintli 
day of April laft, being- off Brewer's lagoon, in the floop 
Nancy, whereof this deponent was mailer, at about ten 
o'clock at nighthe faw two fail tothc nprA-caft lyrng'to with 
Abir heads t(> the' nor;tjiward \ about eleven o'^lockxkef tack- 
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ed^ and the fmallcft of the floops bare down and fired a gun, 
and brought the (loop Nancy to, and hailed, inquiring where 
they came from, and to where bound ? in which they were 
anfvs'ered. She had colours at her mad head, but this depo- 
nent co\}\6 not didinguiih of what nation: they immediately 
madt for the large floop, and in a little time (he came and 
fp()k« to us, afkmg many queftions, as, if we had any flour 
on board, afnd if there were any.veffcls at Black River, and 
fcow-Bonaca bore, and many othej^s that this deponent coutd 
not underftand ; the (loops kept clofe together, as if confult- 
irtg, until about four o'clock on'Tuefday morning, they dif- 
0^ifSid this deponent ; when he rltjs deponent AooA in for 
rtte land, the two (loops (landing the fame way under eafy 
fail, and at daylight the large (loop hoilicd a Dutch flag, the 
«ther artfwercd with the fame fort of colours, and dirtftly they 
Hauleil them dov^ aiid made fail fOr Black River, when this 
deponent bore away islKo forihe fame place ; th^ two (loops 
^iichbrtd there, before this deponent cottld reach it ; there 
was artb'ther (loop at anchor ctofe without th^nv with Engliih' 
eolottrs holfted, which floop this deponent has been fince in- 
formed was the (loop Morning Star, David Miller mafler; 
ibis deponent paffed clofe under »he large floop *s (lern, when 
they ordered him to bring to, 'and told him they were- priva- 
teers; this deponent told them he would bring to when be- 
fliould have room ; at faine lime a launch full of men with 
imall arms, &c. canr^e and hooked the quarter-rail, but the 
veflel being under too much fail forjhe launch, the m.an who 
held the boat-hook was obliged to quit his hold*, andleave the 
boat-hook behind ; they then difeharged feveral fmall armsj 
and defired the other floop to (ire on us ; this deponent defired 
bis people to lie low, when (he difeharged three or four can* 
non at the faid floop Nancy, at the fame time curfing in the 
Spanirti langtiage : the floop Nancy was prefently out of 
ihcirreach, and this deponent Taw them prefently board the 
floop that had Englifh colours, and faw them inflantly hauled 
down; which floop this deponent hath been fince informed 
was the floop Morning Star> David Miller mafter. By the 
whole behaviour of the two firft mentioned floops, this de» 
ponent verily believes them to be Spani(h floops. And further 
this deponent fayeth not. John Coffex^l. 

Sworn before me this 6th 

, day of May 1776. John Bourke. 

I have examined the above depofltion, and compared it with 
the original^ and find it to be a true copy, John Bourke. 

Some 
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• Some notice having been taken in the public prints; of . 
the fafts contained in thefe papers, the following Recapitula- 
tion appeared, which it is thought neceflary to fubjotn : 

THE capture of the Morning Star, belonging to Dodor 
Irving and myfclf, and my condu^ in my application fur re- 
drefs having been greaily mifreprefented, both in and out of / 
Parliament, I fubmit the following ftateof fa£lsto the public, 
who may then judge for themfelves, how far any of their fcr- 
Vants have been culpable ; and whether, in my appeal to.Par- 
lianient, I have been guihy of that indecent hurry of which 
J am accufed. 

Lord Halifax, when fecretary of . ftate, in a Icfttcr to the 
governor of Jamaica, dated Dec. 9, 1763, fays, ** The Maf- 
quito ihore is a Britiih fettleipent, and as fuch is to be main* 
tained and encouraged." 

' Lord Dartmouth fent inftruflions to the gpvernor of Jamai- 
ca^ in Augull 1775, for eftabliihinga legi dative council, on 
^'the' Mufquito (hore, to be chofen by the inhabitants. 

Dr. Irving and myfelf, induced by the above arrangement, 
failed from Gravefend on the ijih of- November 1775* with 
« defign of fettling on the Mufquito fhore, not entertaining 
the mod diftant fufpicion, that our property would not be 
eqtialiy proteded there as in any other part of the Britifli do- 
minions. * : 

On the 30th of April laft, the Morning Star was lying 
at anchor, undet Britiih colours, in the road of Black River, 
the principal fettiement on the Mufquito (hore^ and in fight 
of 'the King's houfe, and was there forcibly feized by two 
armed floop$ under Dutch colours ; at the fame time one pf 
their boaf5 chafed the Nancy, a fmall (loop belonging to 
JBlack River : John CofFell, matter of the Nancy, and Rich- 
ard Burreil, who was a paflenger in her, both depufed, that 
the boat was at one time fo near as to book the Nancy's quar- 
ter rrail, and that the crew were Spaniards ; every man who 
has ever feen a Spaniard, muft know that they could not be 
midaken. 

The inhabitants of .Black River, confcious that the Morn- 
ing Star had never been employed in any illicit trade, were 
greatly alarmed; they confidered the capture as a dire£t at- 
tack on the colony, and applied to the (uperintendant to af- 
femble the iegiftative^council : that council, which (I am told) 
Lord North alTured the Houfe of Comqoions never exiiled. 
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metf ^\fihd the Aipef iptfsndatt to fqnd an expiefs tp Jamaka, 
with an account of this daring and iiap]:ecedented outrage, 
and laid a tax upon the colowy, for defraying the expenfe* 

The depofitions of John Coffell, Richard Burrell, and 
feme «oth€r perfons wl?o faw the tranfaflion, were feat to the 
^iB'^erndr of J apnaica (the colony being it prefent an appea- 
iageto that government) ; but both the governor and admiral, 
ior re^fohs beft known to themfelves, were of opinion, that 
-9^ Morning Star was taken by North American privateers; 
mid no Hep was taken to reclaim the veifel and feamen, untU 
•Doftoit Irving arrived iajamaicay on the 'igih of September* 
and fortunately met with Frederick tund, one of the feamei;^ 
^ken in' the Morning Star, and who had efcaped from Car- 
tfragena . rhis man made oath to all the particulars of the 
eaptufe befofe Thomas 1 renchv cti/ies and chief judge of the 
court of common picas of Kingfton in Jamaica. , 

The governor, unable to refift fuch pofitive proof, applied 
to admiral Gay ton, who, after a delay of another moiuht 
fent a frigate to Cartbagena, bUt po{i«veJy:nefufed to permit 
Do^or Irving to go \>\ the frigate to af{i(i the captain in bis 
iS^plication for redrefs. 

The Spanish go^^ernor, contrarv, in all probability , toth^ 
iivinies of SirBafil Keith and admiral Gayton^ acknowledged 
-the capture, but faid he had no power ox authority to or^ 
reftitution. 

Having takien the earlieft opportunity of returning to 
England, I got to LondQn September ^, and next day 
prefented a memorial to Lord George Germaine, with an M- 
ieft6d eftimate of the aSuai lofs imaiedia^tely fuRained, 
amounting to 2659I. Z2s. tod^ ilerling, befides .the total 
iiiin of our projcdl ; his Lordfliip acquainted me with 
the opinion of Sir BafiUKeith, that the Mprning Star wfs 
taken by North American privat.eers. 1 (hewed himr the af- 
fidavits of John Cofftll and Richard Burcell ; hut his Lord- 
Ihip chofe to give more credit to the rague fufpieion ^f 
the govefnor of Jamaica, than to^my pofitive ,airurancefi> ts 
a fpcdator of the tranfadlion, fupported by the cjeareft evi- 
denpe the narure of the cafe would admit, or which there was 
at that time any> probability of ever obtaining. His.Lordlhip 
feeined cx-tremely defirous of not making any inrtmediate ap- 
plication to the court of Spain, and in Reference to ithe criti- 
cal fituatjon of this country at. that time (for th< accounts of 
^ our f^iccefles in America werenot then arrivedj .L did not then 
* pr^fs the matter farther. ' ^ 

I received 
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I |ecem4 Fre^ecick Sund's sCSiriavit on t^e tyth of De« 
cember, and wrote immediately %o Lord George Gerti^ine, 
enclofiriga copy of it. I faw his Lordihip. on the i ^thf wl^en . 
he feemed ftill deflrous of making further delays ; but being 
prcfled by me for redrefs, referr9d me to Lord Weymouth, 
to whofe department he told me it belonged to make appli« 
cation to the court of SpaiAr 

I faw Lord Weymouth by appointment foon after, who 
^old me that the firft knowledge he had of the affair was'by a, 
copy of Do<^or Irving's petition to the governor of Jamaica,' 
;md of Frederick. Suod's affidavit, tranfmitted to him from 
the Admiralty ; that he had immediately fent them to Lord 
Granthsim ; that the papers which I had put into bis hands 
ihould be fent that evening ; and that as foon as any anfwer 
^rived from the court of Spain, it (hould be communicated!, 
to me : this laft part of his i^rdihip's promife has never beeii 
performed ; biit 1 willingly impute the negled to hurry of 
b^nnefs. 

The propriety of l,ord Weymouth's condudl: i^n 4he affair 
of Falkland's ifland mak^sit reafonable to fuppofe, that if 
the reprefedtations to the court of Spain, on the prefent occa- 
iioii, have not been made with becoming fpirit, it is not his 
Lordihip's fault. 

. J am affured that Lord North told the Houfe of Commons^ 
that the Spanifh minifter denied any knowledge of the affair 
in the month of January. The Morning Stajr was taken oil 
the 3pth of April, and carried, di redly te Porto Hello and 
Carthagena. Can any man believe that a Spanifli govemor 
dared fo long negle£t informing his court of the Capture of a 
£riti(h veffel in lo unprecedented a mapner ? 

Great pains have been taken to reprefent the whole affair 
as a complaint of a private injury, in order that adminiltra* 
tion might Hieher themfelves under the {hallow pretence^ that 
Idid not continue to harafs them^with daily applications for 
. redrefs from the 25th of September to tlic 17th of Decern- 
t>er ; but this is by no means the cafe ; the jBritilh flag has 
|>een infulted ; Britiih feamen have been made captives in the 
moft barbarous and difgraceful manner, and the very exiftencc 
of a colonyt capable of being made equal to any in the Weil 
Indies, is at ftake, , 

I coriceive that I difcharged my duty to the pubUe, by 

comn^unicating to his Majefty^s minifters, as early as pofljbley 

all I knew oi( the miitter ; if thi» negotiation has ianguiibed 

Vol. W y in 
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in their hands, it is to be hoped the day will arrive, whea 
they fiiall be made anfvsrerable for it* ^ 

Oxitidon Stre^ty March 4, 1777. Albx;Blaie*. 



♦ The following anfwer was published to the above paper. 
ToAlxxanoek Bt.Ai«,££q. 

S I R| 

YOU have appealed from the minffters to FarhamcDt, and from Parliament to 
the people : An individual has, therefore, a right to alk you 'to explain certain 
terms in which your information is conveyed. You fay, " Lord Dartmouth 
<• fent inftruftions to the governor of Jamaica, in Ai^u^ I775> for cftablifhing 
'< a Wgiilative council on the Mufquito ihore, to bo cholen by the inhabitants." 
lif we arc to underAand by a legiilative council^ a coimcil Vefted with .the powers 
oflegiflationy and Lord Dartmouth realty did fend an^inftrudion to the governor 
of Jamaica, to eftabliih fuch a council on the Mu^uito fborci his Lord/kip ia 
the firft fecrctary of ilace that ever afiumed the authority of eftablilhing a legif- 
lature by an inftruftion. Hitherto there have been but" three modes of «)n(Htut- 
jng legiflative bodies, known to the conftitution ; his Majefty's commilfion, or 
charter under the Great Seal, and an a£l of partiament : but you tdl us of a 
more compendious mode than either; an inftru^ion from a (ecretary of ftate. 
How very idle was it to apply to Parliament for authority to vcft a governor and 
council with legiflative powers in Quebec, when it feems the council alone niight 
l^ave been fully poflefled of them by an inftniftion from a fecrctary of ftate ; and 
this too in a place where there neither is or ever was a governor, or other perfon 
coromilTioned by his Majefty. 

Ybd call the (ettlemeots on the ^f ufquito (hore a colony. Can you trfl or by 
whofe authority this colony was eftablifhcd > Where is the charter or commii&ott 
recorded that grants the foil and^ defcribcs its boundaries ? Has the crown ever 
Ranted a fingle acre of the lands > Or is there a man in the country that has a 
legal title to one Inch of what he poflefles or lays claim to ? When you have an* 
fwered thefe quelVions, and explained the nature of the legiflative powers with' 
^hich the oouncrl is vefted by Lord Dartmouth's inftniftion, the public will be- 
able td judge whether Lord North was right in refufing to allow the council chofeo 
by the traders to the Mufquito ihore from among themfelves, to be a l^flatlve 
council, and to call fcttlements made without authority, and without a l<^al 
title, a colony. An Individval. 

, T H E R E P L Y. . , 

.■ ALTHOUGH T do n6t think myfelf obliged to anfwer anonymous letters, I 
(ball reply to this ; declaring at the fame timc; rhat fpr the future X will not 
tike the leaft notice of any letter to which the writer does hot fign his name. 

AiflNiiivifiirAL begins with afkiag for fome explanations, and afterwar<h 
^ropofcs -a long ftriug of queries, with an exulting confidence, as if they were iin- 
anfwcrable. 

, In the firft. plac*, as to the leglilafive cowntll, I affert, that during my refi- 
dence on the Mufquito fhore, from tlie miiddls of February to the btter end of 
July laft, there exitled a council vefted with the powers of legiflation, aqd actually 
exercifin^ thofe powers in c mfequence of inftruAions from Lord Dartmouth to 
the governor of Jamaica : if either Lord Dartmouth in fending fuch inftru^ions, 
or the governor of Jamaica in executing them, exceeded their authority, it is 
their.bufinefs to anfwer tliis point. The council conftfted of the fuperintendanty 
appointed by the crown, who fat as prefident, and had a voice, but no negative^ 
and of twelve pe^fons, chofen (according to the Inftru^Vions) by the inhabitants, 
to reprefent them for three years: this council likeWife heard cau^s, by appeal* 
JTmm the inferior courts of juftice. Under tliefe circumftances f notwithftanding 
I eh^cenfare of Am In oi vidua l), I ihall itiU coatiaue to call it a legiflative coun. 
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ci! : nor do t conceive it uoconfticutional, or fimiiar to the council of Q^ebeCf 
which ro^uired an adt of fMrltament to give it validity ; in the one caCe tne ihem- 
bers aie choTen by the people^ who are to be bound by their aAs ; in the other, 
they are named by the crown, and removable at pleafure. 

An Individual aflerts, that there never was on the Mufquiro fhore a go* 
vernoTy or other perlbn coninotfltontd by hit Majefty. My anfwer i»> that ever 
lince the year t74iy thfre has hern a fuperintendabt, with a falary of 500K 
ftefling A'jeATf an allowance of 500I. a«>year for contingencies, and 300!. a-ycar for 
prefcncs to the Indians, all paid by Great BhtaiiH whether his Commilfion is 
iigned by the King, or by any other fervant of the public authorized by the 
King, is very immaterial; but if that will not (aCi»fy An Isoividval, I 
n)i(0 inform him, that a detachment of tlie 49th regiment was ftatipned on the 
Mufquito fttorc, f>r upwards of twenty years.; and that a regular Commiflion of 
the p(*ace hfts been ifTued, in his .Majefty'a name,' under the great feal of the ifland 
of Jamaica, witnelled by the governor, from time (o time. 

Ak Inditidval feems difpieafed with me for calling the Mufquito fhore 
<* a colony." Ifhe4ikes Lord Halifax's appellation better, he has my permiiTion 
ftill to diftioguifh it by the oapie of « a BritiAi fettlement ;*' all 1 wifh to prove 
is, that fuch arrangements had been made refpedluig that country, as gave tloc^ 
tor Irving and myfelf a right to cxpeA that our property wo\itd be prorc^ed in it. 

Notwiih(hindini{ the Ibynefs of ^adntiniftration to adert the right of the nation 
to the Muf^iifto fhore, I am fully convinced that our title to that country is as 
clear, and unqueftiohable as our titk ro ativ of our other poflelTiOns in ..America. 
The Spaniards never had any footitig on the Mufquito fhore. The country waa 
voluntarily ceded to us, by the unconquered natives, in the reign of King Cliarles 
the Firf^. This ceffion has been frequently confirmed ; the Indiana acknowledge 
themfelves fubjed to the crown of Great Britain ; their chiefs receive commif- 
fions from the governor of Jamaica, without which they are rtot allowed, even by 
their own people, to ca«rcifc any authority. Our title is pnfirraed by the fa- 
mous treaty, of 1670; nor is it impeached by that of 1763^ unlefs by thofe who 
confound the Bay of Hondtiras with the Mufquito fhore, which are perfe^y 
diftinA. 

The Mufquito fhore#^xtendi fi-om Cape Honduras to the northern bninch of 
the river by which the lake of Nicaragua difcharges itfelf into the fea, being 
upwards of 500 miles in length; the breadth is various; but I believe I am well 
grounded in faying, that in almoft the whole of this, extent there is no ^panifh fet- 
tlement within an hundred miles of the fea. The countiy is well watered by many 
Targe rivers, and is very happily f.tuated for producing cotton, indigo, rice^ and many 
other valuable com;nodities. The face of the country is at preCent covered with 
inmenfe forefh of excellent timber, fit for fbip-building, and otherufeful purpofes. 

Air Individual aflcs, what )egal title 'any man on the Mufquito fhore has 
to the lands he poflfeflesf Bred to arms, and having fpent the beft part of my lift 
in that profefTion, I am not much acquainted with the nipe diftin^ions of the law^ 
but I will venture to affert, that in cafe the fettlers on the Mufquiro fhore have not 
a legal title to their lands, mofl of them have a jufland equitable title. Govern* 
tiient having never thought propei* to eAablifh any office, to which the fettlers 
could apply for grants of land, it has been ufual for them to apply to the Indian 
chief, in whofe diiln^ they chofe to fettle, who, with the content of his tribe, 
granted fuch lands as were wanted. Tbefe lands were entered on the records kept ac 
Black River, and are conftdrred as propfs that the fettier had the oonfeut of the 
neighbouring Indians. This, with pdAcrfTion, cultivation, and the content of the 
• Kiiig's biSlcers in the fettlement, is furely a fuffident title to fatisfy An Indi- 

VIDDAL. 

There aro in Lord George Germaine*t office aothenric papers^ containing the 
fullefl information re^^ing the Mufquko fhore. If 1 lave milieprefcnted any 
^^9 it will be eafy, bv the help of thofe^ to refute me. 
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Ssmi account of the Britijb fettkment §n tie MufqulU /^tfr/«— 
Drawn up for the uje of governments ^^^^IIZ* 

• By Buy AN Edwards, Efq. of Jamaica. 

HAVING the honour of a- feat in his Majefty's council 
of this iflancl^ it has lately fallen to my lot to be nominated 
in a committee appointed to inquire into the r!fe of fome dtf* 
turbances and difputes among the Britifb inhabitants on the 
Mufquito (hore. In thi3 capacity many letters and papers of 
importance have been fubmitted to my infpe£lion, and fundry 
examinations of perfons taken before me ; from whence^ and 
from other very authentic and well-feleded information, 
communicated to me by fome inteitigeat friends who reiided 
many years on the fpot *, I have ftated the following par- 
ticularsy which I truO, not only .prove, beyond all coutxa.- 
di^ion, the right of the Britifli cr^wnto the fovereignty of 
this delightful and mod valuable country, but alfo ihevy that 
fuch advantages will neceflarily yefult to our revenues,, com- 
merce, and navigation, from its further fettlement and im« 
provcment ; fuch eafy channels be opened from our pol&£^on 
of it, of attacking the Spanifh dominions in tin^e of war, 
and fuch grateful returns be made to the private advettturer, 
for whatever fums may be expended in its cultivation, as well 
deferve the fnofi ferious attention of government* Left, 
however, it (hould be fuppofed that my duty, as one of his 
Majefty's council, requires me to fupprefs every information 
which I have received on this occafion, I think it neceflary to 
premife, that 1 have ftated no one faft' or circunift*nce, but 
what is of public concern to the inhabitants of Great Britain, 
. and of common notoriety on the Mufquito fliotew*— But iho* 
• I have ftridMy obferved this rule throughout the whofe of this 
paper, I think myfelf, at the fame time, free to declare, that, 
: neither in my capacity above mentioned, or otherwife, have I 
yet met with any information, reafoning, or occurrence what- 
ever, which either ought to, or can, in the fmallcft degree, 
invalidate or weaken the account which I am about to give. 



* For the dcfcriptioo «*ich follows of rf»e coutjny, and it* native inhabitants, 
I am imocipally radcbtcd to the Rev. Mr. Wt**** who refided fome years on 
the Mur<}uico ^oiv, and which T give chiefly |n his own words, becaufe I caooot 
hope to add pcrfpicplcy or force to bis vcik iativfaAory and elegant account. 

With 
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With this plea I proceed ;— and firft, in regard to. the right 
which Great Britain has to the dominion of thi$ Country, the 
following fafls appear to me to be clear and incontrover- 
tible : — namely, that the native Indians of this country have 
never been conquered by, nor did they ever fubmit to, the 
Sp^nifh gpvernment ; — that the Spaniards had never any 
fettlement among them ; — that, during the courfe of upwards 1 
of one hundred years« they have maintained a dtlSt and un« 
interrupted alliance and frlendfliip with thefubjedls of Great 
Britain ; — that they have made a free atid formal ceilion of 
the dominion of their country to his Majefty's predecelTprJi^ 
acknowledging the King of Gre^t Britain for their fovereign, 
before the American treaty concluded at Madrid in 1 670 ; — 
that this ceflfipti of the Indians to the Britifh crown was ac- 
cepted on behalf of the King of Great Britain, Has been fre- 
quently, and very formally repeated by the natives ; — and 
finally, that this accumulation of Britiih right was not im- 
paired by the la ft treaty of peace. Thefe pofitions, I fay, 
, appear to me to be certain and indifputable, 
' The two firft are admitted by the Spaniards themfclves. In 
regard to the next, namely, the alliance of the natives with 
the fubjeds and crown of Great Britain, and their fubmiffion 
to its government, previous to 1670; the following circum- 
ftanccs, which I prefume may be abundantly confirmed by 
original papers, now in the plantation office, are recorded by 
Sir Hans Sloane, who was himfelf prefent in Jamaica, when 
the Mufquito Iting, in perfon, applied to the Duke of Albe- 
marle, governor of that ifland, in the reign of James the 
Second, tp renew his allegiance, and to crave proteftion* 
'* The memorial and fubftance (fays Sir Harts) of what he 
(the Mufquito king) and the people with him, reprefented to 
the Duke of Albemarle was, that in the reign of Charles the 
Firft, the E^rl of Warwick, by virtue of letters of reprifal, 
pQiTeflbd himfelf of feveral iflailds in the Weft Indies, parti- 
cularly that of Providence (fince called by the Spaniards St. 
Catalina), which is fituated in 13^ 10' N. lat. lying eaft from 
Cape Gracias-a-Deos (vulgarly known by the tiamc of the 
Mufquito^) between 30 and 40 leagues; which put the faid 
Earl upon all ways and means of future correfponderfce with 
the natives of the faid Cape and neighbouring country, and 
in ftme little time he was fo fuccefsful as to gaih that point, 
and prevailed with them fo far as to pj^tfuade them tt> fend 
bopie the fci2ig*s fon, Icavingone of his people ^s hoftage f6r 
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him, which was Colonel Morris, now living at New York, 
The Indian prince going home with the faid Earl, ftaidiq 
England three years, in which time the Indian king died, 
and the natives having in that time had intercourfe and com- 
merce with thofe of Providence, were foon made fcnfiWe of 
the grandeur of his Majefty of Great Britain, and how nc- 
ceflary his protection was to them ; and upon the return of 
the faid Indian prince, they perfuaded him to refrgn up his 
authority and power over them, and with them unanimoufly 
declare themfelves the fuhjcifts of his faid Majefly of Great 
Britain, in which opinion (continues Sir Hans) they have 
ever fincc perfifled, and do own no other fuprcmc commahd 
oyer them*" (Hift. of Jamaica, ift edit. vol. u p. 76^) 

In the month of June 1670, the famous American treaty 
was flgned at Madrid, of which the 7th article (lands as 
follows; ^ 

** The King of Great Britain, his heirs and fucceflbrs, 
(hall hav^, hold, and poflefs, for ever, with full right. of fo- 
vcrcign dominion, property, and pofleffion, all lands, coun- 
tries, illands, colonies, and dominions whatever, fituated in 
the Weft Indies, or in any part of America^ which the faid 
King of Great Britain, and his fubjefis, do at this prefen^ 
hold and paiTefs ; fo that in regard thereof, or upon any co« 
lour or pretence whatever, nothing may, or ought, ever to be 
.urged, nor any queftion or controverfy moved, concerning the 
fame hereafter." Let us now refer to the laft treaty of peace, 
:of which the 17th article is as follows : " His Britannic Ma- 
jefty fliall caufe to be demoliflied all the fortifications whic}i 
his iubjefts (hall have erefted in the Bay of Honduras^ and other 
places of the territory of Spain, in that part of the world, with- 
in four months after the ratification of this treaty, &c." 

From ignorance, as it would feem, that the firft of theib 
tarticle&ever exifted, or from fome moft unaccountable mifap- 
prehenfion and mifconftrudioh of the fecond, has fplely ariiei^ 
any doubt of his Majefty's juft right to the fovercignty of this 
. country ; for \\ muft be remembered that the Mufquito fliore 
is no part of the Bay o;( Honduras, nor was it evcrcfteemc^ 
as fuch hy the Spaniards themfelves, as plainly appears by 
every chart of this coaft in ufe among them. The Bay of 
(jrulf pf Honduras extends from C. Catoche, $n N« lat, 
\ ;it?Q% W, long. 86** 20' (reckoning from London), to C^po 
Honduras, in lat. N. 16" and W. long. 85** 5S^- Fropi 
C^pe Honduras to the northern branch or oioyth of the talce 
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Nicaragua, commonly called $t. John's Hiveri in lat. about 
10^ i^^j Ues the fea coaft of the country commonly called the 
Mufqtuto ihore ^ a country on which the Spaniards i^ver had 
any footing|Clai|n of occupancy, or poiTeOion, from the begin* 
niog of the* worljd to this day. If they had, they relinquiuied 
it hy the firft of the foregoing articles;, for the native Indians 
of this country, who had happily preferved their freedom and 
independency amidft the general carnage and defolation which 
liie Spaniards had. fpread over the territories around them, 
had already applied for, and obtained, the Britifli prote£lion; 
acknowledging the King of England for their fovereign ; as 
we have already (hewn : fo that in fad they were included in 
the very words of the above article ; being at that time, to all 
intents and piirpofes, fubjedJs of the Britiflr crown* This 
their fubniiflion to the fovereignty of Great Britain, was not 
only moft folemnly renewed, by the Mufquito king in perfoh, ' 
to the Duke of Albemarle, when governor of Jamaica, as 
^ before dated ; but it is a fafi not to be dented, that they have 
tnade it a point to give to almoft every fucceeding governor, 
frefliaflurancesof their allegiance: In confequence of which. 
Great Britain did, for upwards ot a centyry, afFbrd them 
protedioQ ; and has for many years conftantly diftributed 
annual {>rerents among, their native chieftains. — In the year 
1 741, a regular eftabliftiment of troops, under the command 
pf a fuperintendai^t, was fixed there ; and an adminiitrationi 
of juftice, by magidrates and courts of quarter feflion, was 
condituted in IH4» vk'hich continued to'fubfift under the 
aufpices of government, till the lad peace, when the troops 
and military dores were removed, and orders given to dif- 
mount the guns, and difniantle the fortifications which our 
people had built, for the protedion of themfelves and their 
laithfui friendly allies the native Indians, who were now to 
beexpofedto the implacable refentment of a power from which 
they had every, thing to dread, and by which, but for bur 
.protection, they had long ago been exterminated. Thefe tni- 
politic orders wece evidently grounded on a mod tmaccount- 
able nation, that the Mufquito diore was part of the Bay of 
Honduras ; an adonid^ing indance of inattention, to call it 
by no hardier name. As it is no part of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, fo neither, is it any: part « of the territory of 
Spain in that part of the world;" for, admitting the Spanifh 
claim of, predifcQvery of the whole of this coad, aided as it 
was by the benevolent grant of Pope Alexander the Sixth, 
andadmitting eveq (which I have^diewn is; not tl^^e cafe) that 
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the {iibje6lsiof£oglaiid had no intfercourfe with thb comKrif 
piievicms 10 the conclvfion of the American tteaiy in t^JO^ 
IjriU it he pretended* in a nation fo enlightened as ours^ 
that ctrcuQiAanc^ ot this kind are. AifBcient to juftify the 
J>retenr^Qns of the Spanifh crown to enflavc a free people^ 
wfao^, if not the fubjedis of Great Britani, art^ by the laWft 
<>f God, and the unerring didates. of hunaan nature, free^ 
at this day, to yield allegiance to what power they p.leafe ? 

Having thiis briefly fhewn^ thaiitbe right of Gi^eat Bri- 
taifi to thfi fovcre^n.doniinion of ihi$ country i% founded o& 
the befl of qU titles^ namely^ the unreftrained and^Kmta* 
neons confent of its free and ancient inhabitants, I fliall new 
^yQ the heft account I am able of the country itfolf. 

The fea: coaft, as before defcribed^ extends fi:om Cape 
Honduras to the northern branch of the N iearagua, or St. 
John's River, a ipace of one hundred and eighty leagues; and 
if the 4iftant i>nountain$ which bpund the i>pani(b territot ies 
behind, be coniidered as the inland line, Great Britain pof-* 
feffes an extent of country here, more than balfiislargcwaa 
the kingdom of Portugal, 

Of the prefent Britrlh fettlements, the three principal are 
PM Rivery about twenty-fix league nearly eaft from Cape 
Honduras; Caff Oracias-a-Dioi in Ut, i/^^ ^\ about fifty^ 
four leagues -nearly. E» S. E. from Black River; and BI^i^ 
fiddsy about feventy leagues, nearly fouth, from Cape Gra^ 
cias-a-Dios. 

From Blewfields t© Black River the country is generally 
flat for many miles from the fea-coaft; but it rifesinto hills 
much fooner to the weftward of Black River, and to the 
fouth ward of Blewfields, 

Every variety of animal and vegetable n«,ujre for ufe or 
beauty, for food or luxury, has been moft liberally beftowc4 
on this country. It is every where plentifully watemd; aa4 
the foil is almoft every wh^re fertile in a very tincoihinoa 
degree, and .capable of producing, in Uie utmoft per&fibicMi^ 
.wboteveris.produced between the tropics. Thecotton^u^ 
the cocoa or chocolate nut, and venelloes, Joarifli rpon- 
taneoufly all over the country.- lndigo,.too, isaiiativc, and 
appears to be of the fame fort with that of the n«ighbourin|r 
province of Guatitnal, whicli is accounted the beft of any. 
The fugar-canc arrives here to as^rcatperfeftion as in any 
of the iflands; and t hequantity of mahogany and farfapariUa 
annually enported from hence to Great Britain, render the 
lettlemenf already an obje^of no fmall importance in the ftale 
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pf her <^fnmefrce and navigatjon. The rireri and coiiils 
^otmdwitheitceUenC fiih ; and t^te£neft turtle^both for food 
andikell^ is fou^d herein greater plenty than in any part of 
ttie known world. To which k may be added^ and it isacir-* 
eamfiance of no fball utility in an infant fettlement, that 
the 'mouths of many of the principal rivers produce a pro- 
fligiotu quantity of oyfters, both of the mangrove and fiat 
fpecies; of the latter Tort, there ajne banks that appear in- 
exhauftihk; lb t^at» with regard to food^ the iahabitants of 
this country feem aknoft to be exempted from the general 
torfe entailed on our €t& pnrents. 

in i770,tbercw€re, exdufive^df the natives, about 1400 
infaftbitantSy fubjeSs of Great Britain> of whom 206 were 
vHiitefs, about as many more of mixed blood, and about 909 
ilaves. Of thefe, 136 whites, 112 mixtures, and about 60a 
flavesi were at, or within a few miles of Black River; 
^Wch however is, in almoft every view, one of the moft in- 
eligible fituations for a capital; and, indeed^ it became the 
firft fcttkracnt, chiefly on account of what caufcs this ineli- 
gibility; its nearnefs to one extremity of the fhore, and there 
bemg only about fix feet water on itjs bar, having rendered 
this river the readieft and fafeft retreat fbrotir logwood cut- 
ters, who were dfiven from the Bay of Honduras in I730« 

fiiewfi^lds.'has very greatly the advantage over Black 
HiVcr in feveral rcfpedls, and bids fair to become a place of 
importance. Thereis generally twelveor thirteen fjeet water 
at the entrance into the harbour. The BluiF, an extenlive 
•rocky eminence, of very eaiy defence, has naturally almoft 
every requifite for atown ; and piiefents fo bold a bank to the 
4iarbour, that veflfels 6f any burden may lie clofe to it when 
they load; and feveral noble rivers, after having watered 
fotiAt of thextcheft land, perhaps, in the world, empty them* 
-ielves in tJie vaft lagoon, of which this harbour is part« 
Bttt it IS full of worms, and much too fiair to the iputhward* 

The harbour of CapeGracias«a-Dios is formed by an area ^ 
^thefea, large enough to hold the navy of Great Britain^ 
^nd open only from E. by S. to S. S. W. from which pointy 
The wind feldom blows there. The inhabitants live on the 
fdgc of a very large favanna, perpetually covered with the 
rnoflr fattening pailarage, and bounding on the rivjw Wank$^ 
which arifes very near the South Sea, and after fucceffivoly 
paiSng the Spaniards, Indians frhendly to the Spaniards, 
|ndi«u friendly to ns, and Muiquito Indians, rolls over a^ 
^Ilow bar into die fea at this cape« 
: I *^'' The 
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The ftrcngth of current, and varioas courfe of this river, 
^ and many other ob(lru6ttons to meafuremeht of diftance, 
' make it Very difficult to afcertain the breadth of the con- 
tinent ; but mules have been brought down to the cape from 
a place fuppofed to be confiderably more than a hundred 
leagues up the river, from whence it is faid to be only two 
days Tide through the woods to the Spanifli city of^lJeon. 

There are feveral fmall fettlemehts between this cape aod 
Biewiields/ and one (till farther to the fouthward. 

The Mufquito Indians, properly (m called, and who have 
been fo juftly remarkable for their fixed hereditary hatred of 
the Spaniards, and attachment to.us, were formerly very 
numerous/ but they were much reduced fome years ago by 
the fmall-pok. Their prefcnt number is from feven to ten 
' thoufand fighting men, formed into different tribes, both by 
nature and polity; by nature, from the general diftin&ion 
of pure Indians and Samboes; by policy, as living and a&- 
ing under feveral chiefdains, called king, governor;,, general ^ 
and admiral, each of whom has s^ different territory, aod 
nearly independent jurifdidlion, though the king has an iinr 
perfedly defined fuprenlacy both in power and domitiion* 

The gener'al's people are Samboes, and ftretch frOisi fijack 
River to near Cape Gracias-»a«-Dios« Thc'king's chief refi-r 
dence is aboxit twelve leagues fouth of the Cape; bis^ people 
are alfo Samboes, and his immediate precin^l reaches to tb^ 
. Cape, and runs far vp the country, Thfe governor*s^ pitc- 
cin£t joins to tbekine's, and eitends between twenty aod 
thirty leagues to thfc touthward, till it mc^s the ^dmijral's^ 
The people under thefe chieftains are pure Indians. 

The Samboes are fuppofed to derive their (Mrigin: front a 
Guinea fliip, which, it is faid, was wrecked on thecoaft 
above a century ago. Certain it is, that their hair, ^om^ 
plexion, features, and make, clearly prove ftn^. African an- 
ceftiv; from whom they have alfo inh^ited foa»e' of the 
worft charafteriftics of the woril African mind ; for they 
arc generally falfe, -defigmng, treacherotiS:, kfiavifb, impu- 
dent, and revengeful. 

The pure Indians are fo called, bccaufe they are free from 
mriy mixture of negro blood; and their geneca^l-coiidiKJl 
gives a very favourable idea of Indian nature* Tbey are 
jfeldom guilty of pofitiveevil,atidoften riCetopofitivegQod, 
when pofitivegood does not rcq«iire much exertion of mind. 
Their ihodefty, docility^ good faith, difpofition toftiwdli- 
nefs and gratitude, ought to engage ec|.ually our r^ard and 
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protedton ; fei the fftme virtues that render them amiable, 
vriU be likely to bring on their deftrudton from the enter* 
prifing ambition of the Samboes. 

The proper management of thofe heterogeneous peoplcn 
watching over, guiding, and tempering the Sambo reftleflhefsy 
and giving encouragement and adivity to the inofienftve but 
indolent difpofition of the pure Indians, feem to be fome of 
the moft important objefis of our policy. 

The Britffli fettlers have hitherto beeti employed chiefly 
in cutting mahogany^ digging farifaparilla, getting tortoife- 
fhelU and piirchafinglkins from the Indians ; of which the 
far greater part has been ihipped to England in Britifh vef- 
fels. The exports in 1769 were about 800,600 fuperficial 
feet of mahogany, 2oo,ooolb. of farfaparilla, and io,ooolb* 
of tortoife-fbell. There is alfo a fmall trade with the bor- 
dering Spaniards, and a few mules are occafionally fent to 
Jamaica. 

But a little encouragement would foon roufe a more tx* 
tenfive and liberal fpirit ; the fpirit of cultivation ; which, 
even in the prefent ftate of the colony, has begun to exert 
ttfdf with the faireft appearanre of fuccefs ; a little induftry 
would foon difcover an almoft inexhauftible variety of woods, 
gums, and dyes, and the country abounds in very valuable 
fliip-timber. 

' Much, however, remains ftill to be done, before mych 
benefit can be derived, either to the colony or to the mother* 
country, from what has l)een done already. Of the motives 
which have hitherto prevented the firitifh miniftry from giv* 
ing form and permanency to the fettlcment, and affording 
it that open countenance and full fupport, under which it 
would certainty and rapidly rife to a place of the ftrft import^ 
ance, it becomes me, perhaps, to pronounce with caution ; 
jbilt I hope I (hall not offend in obfnving that the dubioiis 
and unavowed plan of conduft, with which government hks 
conduced itfelf, in regard to this colony, ever fince the con- 
;cIu(ioa of the laft peace, neither tends to its fpeedy increafe, 
nor much redounds to the honour and dignity of a great a()d 
powerful nation. Eithier the native Indians have purchafed 
our protedion, by the c^ffion of their country, and an un- 
infeiTupted allegiance of upwards of a century, or they have 
' not. If they have, and the contraA was reciprocal ; if the 
futleft proteaion and fupport was repeatedly promifed them, 
on the part, and by the authority, of the Britifh crown ; if, 
in confedtiefice tt^ereofi tbey havf hitherto received oi;Mr peo- 
ple 
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pie vvilh open armsi htve conftantly encooraigtd and aflifted 
tbccn to the utmoft of their power,^ always confiderlng our 
rnemies as theirs ; if, by thefe means, they have incurred 
the implacable refenttnent, not only of the Spanifti nation, 
but alfo of many powerful Indian tribes, in alliance with 
that croVtrn, jind entailed inevitable deftrudion 00 themfelves 
fend their children, in cafe we novt defert them ; jind finally, 
if the many advanuges above ftated, are likely to accrue to 
4mt coipmerce and navigation, from the po^effion of this, 
country ; if thefe, I fay,- are fads notorious (and no perfooy 
] am perfuaded, who* haa any knowledge of the fubje£l:^ will 

. attempt to prote thj? contrary}, it willr perhaps^ be difficult 
foaffign a reafon which bears even the colour of plaufibility, 
Jbr the negledt and difregard which is now ihewn to theie 
poor, friendlefs, and affedionate people, and to the iaterefts 
of the Briti(h (ettlers among them, who indeed are now 
daily decreafing, and, if the preferil fyftem with regard to 
tbem is much longer putfued, muft either quit the country, 
or peri(h in the ruin that feetns to await them* 

Confidered in every point of view, the defertton of this 
c^eioDy appears impolitic and extraordinary. The eafy means 
of attacking the Spaniih dominions in timie^of war, and even 
fliaking her vaft empire in South America to the foundation^ 
by the way of the lake oT Nicaragua, afford fo mighty a 
|>rofpe£E of con<}i)befl;^ weahh^ and glory ^o the Britiih arms, 
ibat I cannot perfuademyfelfgoverntnent has ever been right- 
ly informed in a circumftanceof fo great importance. I 
Kave been aiTured, if I am. not greatly deceived in my recol-> 
U&ion^ that a veiTel of thifty tons has failed up to the en- 
tr?(RCe«f this lake^ which very vefiel afterwards made a voy<> 
1^ to Jamaica. From the interior boundary of the lake to 
the oeareft part ef the South Sea coad^ the diftanoe does not 
exc^d ten or twelv^e leagues, through a level couiHry : 4t is 
t/iiej indeed, the entrance into the river, from the harbour 
of St. John'6, is focnewhatohftfuded by a bar, 00 which 
there are tMily five feet water ; but the iocenf eniency refult- 
ing from hence, maybe cured fxirelyin a great -meafure^ in 
cafe an armam^At is Tent herei by condruding the tran^x'rt 
VQilels for conveying ti^^ops up the lake withftat bottoms. 
The harbour above mentipi»ed> called St. Jphp^s, is very 
f ap^ble of containing from fe^i to liftee^ ftips of war, with 

. ^h^kyw v^ater*-blrths of .abwt three fethom; and there is 
foQrQ eiK>P|^.for an hpndred Udl <^f traafjp^tii befides, which 

will 
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will lie perFcAly fecure ffom the north and foiith winds, the 
only dangerous winds on the coaft.. 

The harbour of Cape Graciasa-Dios has been naentioned 
already-: but the fined harbour in all the continent, from Hoa* 
duras to Porto Bello, is undoubtedly the Boca-deUTcra ^ a 
place not only capable of containing the whole navy of Great 
Britain with good anchorage throughout, but which has 
within ic many excellent harbours, (heltered from' the wind 
at every point of the compafs ; it commands a trad of coua* 
try one hundred miles in extent, and joins a lagoon, called 
the Chcrrique Iggoon* The rivers that empty themfclFes 
into this lagoon are indeed little known to any people ex- 
cept our Mufquito Indians, who fay they have traced foeat 
of them quite back to the Spaniflx fettlements. They aver, 
that there i$ a lagoon on the South Sea coail, right oppofite to. 
the Cherrtqtu lagoon, and that thefe lagoons have a commu- 
nication with each Qther, by means of fome of the rivers 
9hoy^ mentioned : certain it is, that from a hill on the inte- 
rior banks of the Cherriqne lagoon, there is a fpacious pro* 
fped; of both feas* The navigation into the harbour we are 
now fpeaking of, will foe attended with no kind of difEcultjr 
to {hips of the larged tonnage, the fa\alleft depth being five 
fathom. 

But the lake of Nicaragua, beyond all difpute, prefents 
the moft obvious and certain channel of attacking the Spa« 
niards with fuccefs in the richeft of their South American 
fettlements ; and for this reafon alone, if for no other, it is 
humbly infilled, the pofleifion of the Mufquito fhore is aa 
objedl of the greateft importance to Great Britain ; — I was 
going to add, of more vtilue than ruea the poffiffion ofGiiraltar 

B« Edwards. 
Jamaica^ loth Noij. 1773. 
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During this feflion^ the following bill pafled the Houfe of 
Commons ; but vi as poftponed by the Houfe of Lords for 
fubfequent confideration. We have inferted it by defire* 



A Billy Intituled^ An An for procuring Accounts (fall charitable 
Donatio}^ for the Benefit of poor Perjonsy in the fevtral Pa* 

. ri/bis and Places within (hat Part of Great Britain called^ 
England *• 

TITTHEREAS it is proper that the legiflature, who are 
^- extending their inquiries into the ftate and condition 
of the poor, Ihould be informed of the feveral charitable 
donations for the ufe and benefit of poor perfons ; which 
, information cannot be effedually obtained without the aid 
and aflidance of Parliament : 

May it therefore pleafe your Majefty, 
That it may be enaded ; and be it ena£ted by the King*s 
moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
fent Parliament aflembled, and by the'authority of the fame, 
that a fufficient number of printed copies of this aft fhall, 
as foon as conveniently may be after the pafling hereof, be 
tranfmitted by George White, Efq. one of the clerks of the 
Houfe of Commons, to the clerks of the peace of every 
county, riding, divifion, city, liberty, and place having clerks 
of the peace, in England and Wales ; and that the faid feve- 
ral clerks of the peace fhall, and they are hereby required, 
with all convenient fpeed, to caufe a fufficient number of the 
Schedule, to this Ad annexed, to be printed, and delivered, 
together with a printed copy of this ad^, to every high con- 
liable, or, where there (hall be no high conftable, to fuch other 
proper officer, who hath the execution of precepts from juf- 
.ticesof the peace, within fnch refpe£tivejurifdidions; and alfo 
to the town clerk, or other proper officer, of every city, 
borough, or place, and alfo to receive the anfwers and returns 

' ' V — — ' '"^^ ' : ' 

* This copy includes the Lords' alterations. ' 
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made by the minifter and churchwarden?, purfuant to thd 
dtreflions herein after given, and tranfeiit fuch anfwers and 
returns to the clerk of the Parliaments, with all convenient 
fpeed, in order that the fame may be infpefted by the mem- 
^rsof both Hottfef of Parliament, upoitpainof forfeiting 
lot every* negied and default a turn not exceeding \cn 
pounds* t^or left ishan 6ve pounds* 

And be it further enaded, That the faid feveral high con- 
ilables, town clerks, or other proper officers fo defcribed as 
ftffH^fe^, ihali receive from the faid clerks of the peace thp 
faid pf i»ied i<;h€duleS| a& fooA as conveniently may be, anci 
atteod tvv'O 00 more of the jt^ftices of peace aStng withintheir 
rcfpeftive limits, with fonae of the faid printed fchedules, and 
at the fame time produce and ihew. to them the faid printed 
uStf in order thai they may appoint a convenient time and 
place for tf^ie meeting herein after direfted; and ^e jdftices 
are hereby required to appoint the fame, and to fign the pre- 
cept contained in the faid fchedule, as herein after medtioned; 
and every juftice figning fuch precept; (hall receive one of the 
faid printed fchedules ; and the faid hijgh conftables, town 
clerks, or other prqper officers, after receiving fiich ptecepr, 
ihall fill up the blanks in the precept in every fchedlife,^(Hre6i- 
ing the tinte attd place for the meeting, in like manner as 
they fli^ll be filled up by the'juftices, and (hall, with all con- 
venient fpeed, del ivef, or caufe to be delivered, one fud) fchc-* 
duleto the feftor, vicar, or officiating minifter, and aflfo to 
the church wai^den or churchwardens, chapelwardenor cfiapcl- 
ivardeus, in every pari(h, town (hipj or place, within theif re- 
fpcfiive limits; aqd, in places w^hef^ there (halt be no min^ 
fter, churchwarden, or chapel warden, to the overfeers or over- 
fecr of the poor, if any i and jf ther^ (hall be no ftlcli'' ovw^ • 

• fcer, to fome fubftantial houfeholder refidi rig ivitfifn tlie fitrie ; 
and the faid high conflables, town clerks, - or other propi&r 

-officers, Aall fign their names at the foot of the precept con^ 
twined iii the faid fchedule, under th6 words there written for 
that purpofe; before they deliver the fame, and (hall ahend 
tlie faid refpeSive meetings, atid then and there produce tlie 
faid aft, and receive the feveral anfwers and returns made by 
the nunifter and churchwardens, and indbrfe iJpori the back 
bf each of them the name pf the hundred, r;ape,' wapentake, 
lathe, prdtin£l, foke, franchife, liberty, city, townj or county 
corpbrate, wherein the p^^b, tow|i(hip, or place tiierein 
mentioned is fitnate, and ttanfmit the i'aDhe,togethei^ with 
a true and perfedi li(t^of the names of the minifter and church- 

warden«. 
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wardens^ pvdr/eer^orhotifehdldery of every parifh,townfliip« 
or placC) to whom fuch fchedules had been delivered hy 
them l-efpedively as aforefaidy to the feveral clerk$ of the 
peace at the then next Michaehnat quarter-feffions of the 
peace or the adjournment thereof (which adjournment the 
jaftices at fuch Michaelmas quart^r-feffions are required to 
make, to fome convenient day within one calendar month af^ 
^er fuch Michaelmas quarter-fei&onSi in cafes whereany fuch 
returns (hall npt be made atthe faid Michaelmas quarterfef- . 
fions); and^every fuch high conftable, townclerk^ or other 
proper officer> (hall forfeit for every defsiult or negle^ ia 
the premifes, a fum not exceeding ten pounds^ nor lefs thaa 
five pounds. 

And be it further enaded, That the (e vera! juft ices of the 
peace, within their refpe£tive jurifilidions in England an4 
Wales, to whom fuch fchedule fliall have been delivered, ad 
aforefaid, fliall, as foon as conveniently may be after receiv- 
ing the fame, and feeing thi^afl, appoint a time and place, or . 
times and places, which time or times fliall be before the fif* 
teenth day of September^ one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-ieiNm, for the redor or vicar, or, in their abfence, for 
the officiating minifter and church wardensorchapelwardens, 
or for the overfecr or fubftantial houfeholder, as aforefaid, 
within their refpedivejurifdidkions, to attend them at fuch 
siieeting or meetings, for the purpofes of thisa£l, wi^h re- 
turns and anfwers to the queftions ftated in the faid fchedule; 
and two or more of the laid juftices fliall and are hereby re- 
quired to caufe notice in Writing to be giveh of fuch meeting 
to fuch minifier and churchwardens or chapel wardens, over- 
feer or houfeholder refpefti vely by their precei^,as herein be* 
fore direfied, twenty-c^ight days at leafl before the day to be 
appointed for fuch meeting, requiringtheirattendanceat fuch 
meeting, for the purpofes of tbisadt ; which precept fliall be 
in the form or to the effect contained in the faid fchedule. 

And be it further ena^Sed, That the minifter and church- 
Wardeas,overfeef , or houfeholder, as aforefaid, of every fuch 
parifli, towufliip, and place, fliall, and are hereby required to 
attend the juftices of the peace atfuqh meeting or meetings^ 
and then and there^deliver to the faid juftices, in writing, 
figned by them, upon oath, a juft and true account of all 
charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons within 
their refpeAive pariflies or places, diftinguiftiing, as far as 
may be, by whom> when, and in what manner, and for what 
purpofe given ; likewife whether fuch refpe£tive donations 
were in land or monevi and in whom now vefted^ and wh^^t is 

Vot-V. Z the 
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the annual produce thcreofrcfp*6liveIy,bywaf ofahftreraiui. 
return to the faid queftions, as before dircAed ; and that 
every min^ifter and church warden,overfeer,or houfehoider, as 
afbrefaidy making default in any of the matters hereby re* 
quired, ihall, for every fuch neglect or de&ult, forfeit a fum 
not exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than fivepoundr, at 
thedifcretion of the juftice or juftices before whomcomplaint 
thereof (hall be made : and in order to enable thefaid mintfter 
and church wardens, o verfeers, or houfeholders, to make, pro* 
pet anfwers and returns, they are hereby aiithorii,ed and 
empowered to call for and infpeft any dced^will, inftrtiment, 
or other writiogt relating tQfuchcbaritable donations, orany 
copy thereof, where the original cannot be had, which fhall 
refpedively he in the cuftody of any perfon or perfons to 
whom application fhall be made for that purpofe,and to iRak« 
eictrads of fuch part or parts thereof refpedtively as fbtli be 
neceliary for the purpofes of this a£l; and in czCt any perfon 
or perfons, to whom any fuch application (hall bemade, fliall 
refufeor neglefl to permit fuch infpeftiOn, copies, or extrafis 
to be made, the faid minifter and churchwatvtens, ov«rfeers 
and houfeholder8,ihall make complaint thereof to the jufttees 
attheir faid meetrng, which juftices (hall forthwith fnmmoa. 
the perfon or perfons, againft whom fuch complaint (hall be 
made, to appear before them at a time and place to be tp'^ 
pointed for that purpoie }m fuch fummons, before the then 
next Michaelmas quarter-^ffions, to which time and place ' 
fuch meeting of the juftices (hall be adjourned, and to prb« 
duoe before the juftices at fuch meeting, foch deed, will, *or 
other inftrument, or copy thereof, or mew caufe to the con- 
trary ; at which meeting the miniftcr, churchwardens, ovcr- 
feers, and houfeholders refpedively, making fuch complaint, 
fhall attend ; and if fuch deed, will, inftrument, or copy^ 
ihall be produced, the faid mini(ler and churchwanlens, orer^* 
fcers and houfeholders, refpedively, (hall then and there in-- 
fpe<a the fame for the purpofes of this a6|; but if the fame 
fiiail not be produced, nor any fufficient caufefhewn to tho 
contrary, to the fatisfaflion of fuch juftices, every perfon 
or perfons concealing oi withholding the fame (hall forfeit a 
fum not exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than five pounds, at 
the difcretion of the juiiice or j uftices beforcwhom complaint 
' thereof fhall be fo made. 

And be it further enaSed, That the fai4 juftices of the 

peace fhall, and t4vey are hereby alfo required, at fuch tneet^. 

ing or meetings h to be appointed by them as aforefaid, 

to receive and take the anfwers and r^ums to be made by 

1 the 
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the minift^r :ui<i ahqrc;HwardenS| ov^rfoer^ and houfeholders 
rp^p^fiivfly, pu^ru^nt tp the direflions aforefaid, and then 
an4 ttejre ^dminifter to thetn refpedlively the oath containe4 
in the (aid fchcdule; and fuch jufti'ces, if they fee caufe. 
may examine fuch mi^nifter andchurchwardens, overfeers and 
hauieholders refpedlyfly upon o^th^ tx^uchiiiig any of ..t.he 
matters contained in fuch queRions and anfwers ; and the 
faid juftices (hall th^i> deliver fuch. anfwers and returns to the 
lefpcAive high conftables, town clerks, or other proper ofE« 
qir$|.|^, afor«raM»'i^ Qr^er that the fame may bebythetp 
l^^C^nriiilMd to t^ iil^rks of the pe^ce, a$ herein is dirc£te<^: 

Afid be U f^rti^f en^i^edy That there (hall be paicl wd 
ajl^w^d lior fh« tiVDuble and expenf^s of the feveral perfons 
•«ipfw.e4 i^ tbf , t^s^nfaftions ^prefai4f for every return 
which (hall be fo made and tranfmitted tp the clerks pf the 
peace, purfuant to the diredions aforefaid, the fums follow- 
ing, and no more; (via.) to the clerk I of the peace, for 
thp f«J|]rjp fvbif h il^l be n)ade from every pariili, tow^^h^ 
or plac^^ the fgm pf one (billihg ; tp thp high con.&able^ town 
clerk,, fii^ thp otjipr ^propf r<?tecer, for the like, the Cum of pup 
ihilUogt; ta t^ alerk$ of the juftices of the peace, for the 
like, the futn of (ixpence ; and that the juftices of the peaccj' 
at their refpe£live quarterfe(fions which (hall be held next af- 
ter Michaelmas, Aii9 ^ thouran^ (ev^en hvtndxed and feventy- 
Cn^ef ^ fk^Mp and are jierf by r^gt^irp^to make ao or.der uj^n 
their rpifpe^ive trealjurcrSp ;tp pay t|^e Tame out of the rates 
to be made and cotleded tpr the refpe£ti\^e counties, ridings^ 
divifions^ precindls^ fokeS| fraochifes, liberties^ cities, towns; 
and counties corporate*' • 

Ai)d be it further (enabled? That th^ feveral forfeitures an4 
pepaltie^ infli£t^ by this a(^ (ball, if not immediately |>ai^» 
p^ levied by didreft and faJe of the offender's goods and chat-? 
tels, by virtue of a w.a^rrant under the hand and feal of any 
juftice of the peace having jurifdidion where fuch offender 
, ihall dwell, renderingto the (aid offender the overplus (if any) • 
after the charge of iucb 4i(^refs z^i fale ihall be dedu£k^cl; 
and in cafe fufficient diftrefs (hall npt be found, then it (hall 
be lawful for fuch juftice to coi^mit fuch offender tp the com- 
mon gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for a 
term jipt exceeding twelve calendar months, nor lefs thijyQ fix: 
calendar months, at the difcretion of fuch juAice, unlefs the 
faid forfeiture an4 charges (hall be fooner paid ; and the fai4 
forfeitures, when recovered, (hall be paid and applied o^^ 
h»lf to the informeri and the other half to the iaid refpedive 
Z-2 trsafurcrs. 
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tfeafurerSy in aid of the rates aforefaid ; and any perfon (hair 
be deemed a competent witnefs for the execution of any of 
the pu rpofes of this aft, not withftanding his paying, or being , 
liable to pay to fuch rates. 



SCHEDULE. 

j^ESTIONSy to which Anjwers an /o be returned by virtue ^ 
ana^pajpdinihefeventeenth year of his Majejiy King George 
the Thirds intituledy *« An att for procuring accounts of ail 
<* charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons^ in the 
^^ fever at pari jhes and places within that part of Great^Britain 
'' called.Englahd," 

FIRST QUESTION. 

TITTHAT charitable donations are there, for the benefit 
^^ of poor perfons, within yourparifh (or place); by 
^hom, when, in what manner, and for what particular pur- » 
pofe, were tbey given, to thelieft of your knowledge, inform^ 
^tion, and belief? 

SECOND QUESTION. 

Were th^H^fpefiive donations in land or money ; in wfiom^ 
are they now veiled ; and what is the annual produce thereof, 
refpcaively ? \ 

FORM of the OATH. 

YOU (hall fwcar, that the anfwers and return now made 
by you, to the queftions contained in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, is a full and true anfwer to the faid 
queftions, to the bed of your knowledge, information, and 
belief. 

The return to be annexed to tub SCHEDULE. 

To be indorfed by the high conftable^ town clerks or other proper 
officer^ . receiving the returns from thejujiicesm 

.A NSWERS returned to the queftions in the fchedule an- 
■^^ nexcjl, from the patiOi (or place) of in the 

hundred, rape, wapentake, lathe, precin£t, foke, franchife, 
liberiy, city,, town, or county corporate, of (as 

the-c^fe Ihali be}, the day of 

Precept 
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Precept to thb high conftable, &Ct appointing a day and 
place for taking the anfwers and returns^ and requiring the 
attendance of the minifter and churchwardens. 

}To the conftable, or town cleric of or 

within the hundred (ridings divifion, liberty, city, 
town, as the cafe /ball be J of. in th/faid 

county y in order to carry into execution an aSf made 
in the feventeenth year of the reign of his Majejiy 
King George the Thirds for procuring returns of all 
charitable donations fir the benefit of foorperfons, , 

you are hereby re<juired| with all convchient fpeedt to 
•* givej or caufc tp be given, notice to the reftors and vi- 
cars, or officiating minifters, of every parifli within your 
diftriA aforefaid ; and in places whtre there (hall be no mi- 
. niiler or churchwarden, to the overfeer or overfeers of the 
poor ; and if no oveffeer, to fome rpbdantial inhabitant of 
tuqh plape, by delivering to each of them a printed copy of 
the Schedule to the faid aft, with the time and place for the 
meeting filled up in the Precept, as herein appointed, that 
they are required to appear at on tlie day' 

of next, at the hour of in the forenoon^ 

then and there to deliver upon oath, a jud and true account 
of all charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons 
within their refpe£tive parilhes or places; diftinguifhing, as 
far as liiay be, by whoni, when, and in what manner, and 
for what puipofes given; likewife whether fuch refpeftivc 
donations were in land or money, and in whom now vcftcd, 
and what is the annual produce thereof refpedtively ; on 
pain of forfeiting a fum not exceeding ten pounds, nor iefs 
than five pounds, for every negle£l and default; and that 
they are authorized and empowered by the faid aft to call 
for, and infpe^, any deed, will, or inftrument, or other writ-, 
ing, relating to fuch charitable donations, or any copy there* 
of where the original cannot be had, which (hall refpeSively 
be in the cufiody of any perfon or perfons to whom they 
ihall make application for that purpofe, and to make ex- 
tra£ts of fuch part or parts thereof refpe^lively as (hall be 
neceiTary for the purpofes of the faid aA ; and that in cafe 
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tny perfon or perfonsy to whom any fuch application ftall 
be made, fhall refufe or neglefl to permit fuch infpeAions, 
copies, or extradls, to be made, the faid miniflef, church- 
warden^, or fuch other perfons aforefaid, ^re to make com- 
plaint thereof to the juflices at the faid tneeting, .who arc 
by the faid aft t6 fummon fuch perfons to produce thtt 
fame before thtm at a time and place to be appointed, whetl 
and where the faid minifter, churchwardens^ or other per* 
fons making fuch cbmplaint, are to attend : and if the per- 
fon againft whom fuch coxnpIaiAt (hall be made, d6es nek 
produce the fame, or ihew good caufe for his refufal, to the 
fatisfadion' of the juftices, he is to forfeit a fum not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than five pounds. .Given under 
our hands, the day of in the year of our 

Lord 

The above precept cofitain^ the notice which t am dired:ed 
to give to you. 

JV. £. The high conftables, town clerks, or other proper 
officers, before they deliver the Schedules, are required to 
fill up the blanks which (hew the appointment of the day 
and place for the meetitig, in the maimer they are filled up 
by. the juftices Who fign the precept. 
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Ohfervatlons on the returns made ty the werfeers <fthe poor^ by 
virtue of an A^ of the lajlfejjion ; and on the Bill for procur^ 
ing returns of charitable donations for the benefit offoorperjons. 

'T^HE legiflature, by virtue of an zQ. of the laft feffion of 
■*• Parliament^ have procured an account of the monejr 
raifed by the poor's rates within the year ending at Eaftef 
1776, which amount to no lefs than j^« 1,7209316. 144. 7^, 
including /. 37^656. los, %d. applied out of that fum for 
the purpofe of pafling vagrants, and other county expenfes; 
/. 80,296. 14X. 7^/. for the rent of workhoufes, and other 
boufes for the poor; and ^•35*072 for the expenfes.of liti- 
gations: which account has been abftraded, and is now 
printing for the ufe of the members of both Houfea of Par- 
liament. 

The fum thus raifed upon the landed property of this 
kingdom (for perfonal eftates contribute very little to it) i$ 
enormous : but it is to he lamented, that thefe very ample 
J^rovifions do not adminlfter that comfort and convenience 
to the poor, which might juftly be expected from them 9 
many of the moft neceflitous arid induftrious being expofedto 
Want and diftrefs, whilft the idle and profligate find means 
of obtaining their fupport from this money. 

When the charities given for the benefit of tho poor (hall 
be inqu^red^into, they will be found to be very confiderable ; 
and^ if faithfully applied for the piirpofes dire^ed by the 
donors^ will be the means of affording relief and fupport tQ 
great numbers of poor perfons, and in their confeqaences 
of eafing the poor's rates : but it is apprehended, that many 
of them are either concealed, or very much perverted; and 
it too frequently happens, that where there are the greateft 
charities, idle perfons are induced to procure fettlements in 
thofe places, that they may be^ entitled to the benefit of 
them, and by that means, inftead of diminifhing, increafe 
the poor's rates. 

From thefe feyeral circumfiances it appears, thsit there 
is fomething capitally defe£live in the laws and police of 
this country, with refpeft to the relief and employment of 
the poor ; for whichj it is hoped, fome fpeedy remedy will 
be provided. Many attempts for that purpofe have been 
madv, but hitherto without effed: perhaps nothing can 

Z 4 contribute 
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contribute more to the fiiccefs of any futufe endeavours, thaa 
a perfeQ ftate of the grievance. 

With regard to the poor fupported by parochiallevies, the 
expenfes, in 'every parifh and place within England and 
"Wales, will appear from the returns already procured ; and 
by the bill now depending in Parliament, the like returns 
will be had of all charitable donjfttions, for the benefit of 
poor perfons, within every fuch pari (h and place. 

When thofe fcveral returns (ball be completed, noble- 
n^en and gentlemen will be enabled to trace the burdens of 
the poor under the rates, and alfo the charitable donations, 
into the feveral parlfhes and places where their eftates lie ; 
tfnd VI ill be naturally led to inquire how thofe great fums 
have been employed 

If any charities (hall appear not to have been appUed to 
the purpofcs for which' they were given, it is not doubted but 
means will be foutid to compel the defaulters to a due appli-* 
cation, according to the intent of the feveral-donors ; which 
may be the means of reviving many charities, now funk an4 
loft, by the death of truftces, or othcrwife; and of correA* 
ing fome abuies which may have crept into many (tfaers, bj- 
mifapplications ; and alfo of aflFording relief to HHiny diu 
treflfed families, who modcftly conceal their ncceflities ; and 
moreover may ultimately tend to reduce the poor's levies. 

This bill is prbpofed to be executed and enforced by the 
juftices of peace, clerks of the^ peace, high conftables, 'mlni- 
fters and churchwardens, much in the fame manner as that 
of the laft fe(Iions, for procuring returns from the overfeers 
of the poor; and as the forms of the j>roceedings are fixed 
by the Schedule, it will be done with little trouble, and at a 
very moderate expenfe^ confidering the magnittide of tho 
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ACCOUNT of the diftribqtion 
of money for any extraordina- 
ry ^penfes in military ferviccs 
for 1776 •^— 174 

— ;^ delivered byMeCrt.Har- 

ley and Dnimmotidy of the inveft* 
m%Dt of money '—— 267 
of the Britfih fettlements 



on the Mafquito fhpre a^S to %^j 
Adair, Mr* Serjeant^ oppoles the fuf- 

peniion of the Habe^ Corpus a]^ 

259 
Adam, Mr. fpiealcs in favour of the 

American high treaibtr bill 260 
?■ ■ ■ rifes %o expliua die wonb/ikr 

- Addren of the Houfe to thp King on 
his fpeech from the throne 47 

,■ the King*8 anfwer thereto 48 

African Company offer a petition to 
the £[pufe -— — 149 

t. . . ordered to Jie t^pon the table 

150 

Army extraordinaries, debates there- 
on — 275 to 280 

Archdeacon, Thomas, mariner, his 
depofition conperningp the affair of 
Capt. Blair ^i8 

Aftl^, Sir Edward, oppofes the inqui- 
ry into the affiiir of Capt. Blair 301 

Attorney General calls Mr. Luttrell 
^o order r— — ? ^7 



Attorney General anfwerW by Mr. 
Luttrell — 68 

- ' ' . ffrenuoufly oppofes an in- 

quiry into the ftate 0/ the navy 27 

— «— rifcs in fopport of the Ame- 
rican high treafon btil 168 

■■■■ ■ . confiders rebellion al the 

native growth 0^ America ibid. 

■ , dgfends the intended' fuC- 

peniion of the Habeas Corpus a6): 

-obferves his having been 



defcrtbed as the framer of the bi.ll 

aCi 
' • ■ • ■■ ■ endeavours to juftify every 

part of it : =— , >- %^% 

■ " " ' . ■' replies to Mr. Dunning 

Authentic papers, being copies of the 
laff eftimatcs prefented to Parlia- 
ment of the yearly expenfes of 
North America before the prefent 
war (See Ellimates) 80 to 149 

Bacon, Mr. A. rifes in favour of the 
- African Company*s petition 150 

Barri, Col. inquires into the powers 
with which Lord and Gen. Howe 
wereinveftied 37 

reads a pnper relating to what 

paffed between Gen. Walhington 
and Col. Pattcribn — ib. 

Bai^re, 
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Bsrrr, Col. ailct adminiftration why 
that affair was not made public 40 

■ ■' ■ Lord North's anfwer thereto 

■ ' declares he will be a watch up* 
on adoiiniftratiou ibid* 

-— ^arraigns the trcafwry bench with 
the want of manners 42 

fupports the motion for reyi- 

fing the afks relative to America 

-— fererely attacks Mr. Wedder- 
burne 58 

•— — - infills that government at home 
drove America into independency 

S9 

— — in what manner that was ac- 
complidied 60 

— — rifes to bppofe the American 
high ticafon bill '7* 

— — attacks the condu^k of the war- 
office in the debates on the army 
extraordinaries , 276 

'* " ' M expofes the infatiaWe avarice of 
contra^lors '— — 278 

...-.^ on the treaty, with Heffe Caffel 

»79 

Barrington, Lord, rifcs in fuppojrt of 
the cbaratfter of the war-office 1*76 

«^^ — .^ fpeaks in defence of the ' 
army cxtraordinaries 278 

JBlair, Capt. and Dr. Irving, their 
cafe reprefented by Gov.Johnftone 

z2o 

— »-T — «-^ make a fettlement on the 
Mufquito fliQre • 281 

.«^,^ — _ their property feized by the 
Spaniards — 282 

«_ : — Lord Dartmouth's pro- 
ceedings thereon 284 
the rigjl^t of Engliflimfsn to 



fettle on the Mufquito more, confi- 

dered by Gov, Johnllojie. 285 

-. — .^— . thjeir petition not fuffercd 

toberc^d -^ 302 

— : — — - copy of the petition .^03 

his letter to Sir Bafil Keith 

304 



Blair, Capt. prefents a menu>r]al to 
Lord George Germainc 305 

copy of the account of the 

.damage presented with the forego- 
ing memorial — 306 

— — — ^ eftimate of the loffes fuf- 

■ tained — -307 
*-. copy of a letter to Lord 

George Germaine 309 

■ copy of an affidavit of Fre- 
derick Sund — 310 

copy of a letter to Lord 

Weymouth ■— 31a 

" > ' - copy, of another letter to 

Lord Weymouth 313 
copy of thrproteft of Da^ 

vid Miller, late mafter of the flpop 

Morning Star — 314 
— * — ' — ^ copy of the depofition of 
. Thomas A»chdeacou, mariner 318 
. copy oi the depofition of 

David Lamb, furveyor 319 

^ ^^py of the depofition of 

Richard BiJrrell, mariner 320 

T and of JohnCoffcU, mailer 

of the iloop Nancy 32J 

— ■ .— -.. recapitulation of fefts 323 
*— * ". A n' " anfwer and reply thereto 

326 
Bul]er, Mr. moves for 45,000 feamea 

for the year 1777 , — ^ 

-^-^.^ fpeaks lurthcron that motion 

?o 

Burrel, Mr.ipoke a few words m 
favour of the Anierican high trea- 
fon bill -7- ^59 

.Burreli, Richard^ his depofition on 

, the affair of the Morning Star 321 

Byng, Mr. ilates the fyflem of admi- 
niilration refpedit^ America., 62 

Cavendifh, Lord John, oppofes the 
addrefs to the King on his fj>eecb 8 

— , . — lamtnts adminiftration not 

having liflened to the complaiott 
of the Americans ^ — 9 

, _ wiflies for a fpeedy peace 

with the Americans 10 

CaVendilK, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN D- EX. 



Cavetfd!fli| Lord Jobi^ reads the de 
daration <>f Gen. Howe 49 

^^^^ calls op adminiftration to 

' declarft whether ic was a truth or a 
forgery — 50 

18 referred by Lord North 



to Lord G.Oennafne, who believes 
it to be genuine — ^ tbid. 

• congratulates the Houfemi 



fi)ch an extraordinary meafure ibid, 
oioves for a revifal of all 



a£ts of ParliameDt relative to Ame« 
rica • — ji 

Chatham, Lord, difference of con<« 
du^ in him from what is found in 
the prefent adminiftration tgi 

Clinton, Gen. his character fupported 
by the Hon. T. Townlhend 3 1 

Co^ll, John, maftcr of the (loop Nan- 
cy, his depofition in the affair of 
the floop Morning Star 32.T 

Convention between his Majeffy and 
the Landgrave of HeiTe'Cairel 152 

C^tiway, Oen« dechires againft the 
addrefsto theKingon hisfpeech 46 

< I arraigns the folly of the pre- 
fent adminiftration in American 
tSstm . - ' ' " ■ «6i 

Cooper, Sir Grey, on the American 
high treafbn btll 239 

— — — defends the Intended fufpen- 

' fion of the Habeas Corpus a6t sj 6 

Cornwidl, Mr. fpeaks to the bill tor 
fttfpending the Habeas Corpus a6t 

fc * * moves for an amendment 

241 

■'■■■■'■ fpeaks by way of explana- 
tion to that amendment 2 j8 

D^aratioQ of Gen. Howe in Ameri- 
ca for reflorine peace 49 

Defnpfter, Mr. ipeak* oh the (ufpen- 
lion of the Habeas Corpus ad 231 

Dundas, Mr. (Ld. Advocate of Scot- 

- land) (peaks warmly iFor the fufpen- 

fion of the Habeas Corpus a6b 232 

Pluming, Mr* attacks Gen. Howe's 
declaration in America 64 

■• -and the conduft of admini* 

ftration in that bufincfs 6 j 



Dunning, Mr. optfofe« the Aiherican 

high treafon bill -^^ 165^ 
argde^ in defence of the H«» 

beas Corpus adt — ibid, 

*i- ■ ■' urges the danger of giving 
* too much power to the crown 167 
* I propofes a new* clause to the 

bill forfufpendingtheHabeasCtyr- 

. "f)us a6t .*-— «39 

takes a view of the obvioOT 

import of the above bill 240 

■ agrees to ad an*endmcnt in 

the bill — -^Tft 

•«—•—— replies to the Attorney Gte* 

neral *— ^ ^j^ 
— acfciifes the miniftry of being 

divided in their own opinions vfo 
— — ' — his motion for a new clanfe, 

agreed to without a diviiton 364 
Edwards, Bryan, £fq. of Jamaica, hia 

account of the Britlih fettlementt 

on the Mufquito (hore 328 to 3^7 
Eftimates reported and,agreed to with-* 

out arty debate 76 

—— — of North American ex- 

penfes before the prefent war 8a 
■ of the expcnfes of barracks 

in America — ibid, 
— of the expenfes of furnifli- 

ing the barrack rooms, and yearly 

expenfes of furmture, bedding, 

&c. &c. 8» 

' ■ remarks on the edimate 

for fiiel and candles, &c. dec. 84 
remarks on ifhe eftimate for 



an allowance to oiSicers in lieu of 
lodging 87 

■■ remarkjs onthe eftimates for 

furnifiiing the barracks, &c. ibid, 
detail, fliewing how the 



expenfe mentioned in the forego- 
ing eftimai^ arifes at the feveral 
polls ; and, firft, at Quebec 8Sf 
■ ■ ■ at the Thret Rivers, and 



at Montreal and Chambly 9a 

■ at Ofwegatchie and Nia- 
gara -^' 92 
—-*—*— at Detroit 93 
■ * itt MichUUmackiDac -94 
Eilimate 
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Efiimate of the avpcnfes (ia detail) 

at Fort Oatario 95 

*.;.««*-^ at Fort StaoMrix and Fort 

George — 96 

■ ' ■■ at Crown Point and .Tiouu 

deroga -p- . 97 

*^ «i ' at Halifax 98 

at Annapolis Royal 99 

■■ ■* at Fort Frederick loo 

■ at Fort Cumberland and 

Louifbourg — 101 

■■ ■ ■ ■ y^ at St. Iohn*8 Iflaod loa 

at Mobile , 103 

■ V ■ ' — at Fenfacola 104 

I ■■ at Apalachie and St, Au^ 

gufiine — 105 

' " ' at Fort Chartres 106 

-^ at Fort Pitt, 107 

— ~ at Fort Charlotte and Fort 

Prince George — 108 

»■ ' at ^rt Augufta and Fort 

Frederick — .X09 

-i— -r- — • detail of the expenic .of 

an allowance to officers in lieiLof. 

loggings in garrifons where there 

are no officers barracks no 

— — i...^-. at Quebec and Three iLis 

vers — ibid, 

at Mootrealy HalifaXtjand. 



Effimate of ^ esipenfei at Mobile, 
Fort Chartres, New Frovidence, 
and Bermudas - 117 

—„ , / .-- \ incideotal charges at fun* 
dry places ^ •— ibid. 

-•«? of the expcnfes of the 

works at the forts in the diftrid of 
New York for 1766 118 

.p,*--....^ at Michiilimackinac ibid* 

-^*« u rn ■ nt Detroit and Fort Erie 



St. Auguftine — ^ in 

- of expenfcs attending two 



Fort Breverton, Fort Ontfirio and 
Onondago Falls, Ofwcgatcbie and 
Fort WilHam Augullus, Niagara 
jand Little ^ Landings and jLixtle 
Niagara — .11$. 

at Fort Erie, Detroit, Mi- 



119 

' - at Niagara and Ofwcgat- 

chic i*o 

— at Albany and Fort Pitt 

1*1 

■ ofexpenfes attending a re- 

gulat* pod to and from New York 

to Albany — laj 

— — : — — of the naval department 

on the LaHesi for 1 766 . ibid. 

oJF the naval ftores necef- 



troops of Rangers for Georgia iiz 

^ of cxpenfes jnicurred in 

one year in the departipeiit of 
the comrhiiTary general of ftores 
and proviiions'at i^^ew Yoj:k 113 

at Albany, Fort George 

and Edward, Crown Point and 
Ticondcroga, Scheae^tada and 
FortStanwix .— . .lU 

•- at Eaft End, Meida Lake, 



fary for the vefTels on the Lakes 

i»4 

■ ■ of Ae expenfe offending 

provifions to Augufta, Prince 

George and Charlotte Forts lah 

w- of the expenfes of the 

quartermafierogeueral at New 
York -- iUd. 

> expenfe of conuniffiu'y <^ 



mufters office for the northern and 

centre departnnents ia8 

■ . ■ ' for the fottthern departoseot 

»t9 

— : — ^ of ordinary contingencies 

ii\ Nova Scotia for one ^rcar. a^o 

■ — - at HaHfax garrifon and its 

environs — ibid. 

, ar Fort Cumberland • 131 

- of the contingent exjxafes 



o.fthegarrifon ofLouilbourg^IObDd 
Battery, and Colliery > . %^% 

^,of the annual expenfe of 



^chillim;<ckinaC| Peonfylvania, and 
Fenfacol^ r^ . 216 



(lores and provifions for Quebec 

iUd. 
^ f ,,.., „ of the annual, expenfes of 
the bofpital in the gsurrifon^f Que- 
bec . — — 133 
EftiiB^te 
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Eftlinate of the ecpedet attending 

the btigadier«general's department 

in the northern diflrift 134 

■ I ■ . of the annual expenfe of 

Fort Aoiherfty St. John's Ifland 

136 
of the fuppofed expenfe of 



the quartermafter-gcnef J'« de- 
partment at Albany 1^7 
• lift of the ofkfiT9 of the 



northern department of Indian af* 

fairs — — . 138 

of expenfea necelTary tor 



the repair of the fevcral yard^, &c- 

at Halifax in Nova Scotia 141 

M ' of the total expenfes for 

on^ year > — 148 

-«————- of invalids, officers widows, 
^. prefented to the Boufe ibld.^ 

Examination of evidence before a 
committee relative to the fending 
lumber to the Weft Indies 

ft68 to 274 

■■ ■ ■ Mr. Alexander Douglas's evi« 
dence — »68 

.«-»^-— Mr. Molyneux's (a member) 

269 

— ■ • ■ Mr. Chrifiopher Heineker, 

ftavc merchant . ibid. 

• Mr. John Robert Hawkins, 

cooper — ^71 

Mr. Brooke Watfon'S ibid. 

, J I Sir Robert Herries, banker 
and merchant tLj% 

— >■ .— Mr. Chriftopher Baldwin, a 
merchant *^ 4^73 

>.■ ■ Mr. Jacob Haget^ a pipc- 

ftare merchant — *74 

Ficlde, Mr. fpcaks to tlie American 
hiefa tfeafon bill 3«o 

Fox/Mr. fupports the conduiSt of the 
minority . — 44 

»■■ ■ his opinion of American inde- 
pendence — . ibid. 

-■ ■ ' - deiires' Lord North's concilia- 
tory motion to be read^ which is 
read accordingly ,4$ 



F0X4 Mu ftates the advantages of A« 
mertcan commerce 46 

-*— ^ begs the Houfe not to adjoura 
till a motion of ccmfequence was 
liiade — — 49 

— « — accufts admintftration of treat* 
' ing the Houfe contemptuoufly 54 

— r- confiders the American high 
treafon bill as the tirA fceae of the 
fifthaa --- 169 

— — ftates the dangerous efft& of the 
^bove biU '— 170 

■ ■ ' enlarges on the fetal efieds of fiif^ 
pending the Habeas Corpus 96k ziS 

. ■*■-— reprobates the principles of the 
bill — ' 148 

--i— calls the attention of the Houfe 
to the court of France 249 

— — aflerts that more Americans are 
killed in the Gazette than in the 
field ' «. 250 

— — attacks Mr. Wedderbtirne and 
Mr. Adam «.— « 263 

— - congratulates the Houfe on car* 
lying 'Mr. Dunning's new claule 
to the high treafon a^ 264 

humoroufly attacks the Solici* 

tor General -*- ibid. 

" ■ fupports Governor Johnftone 

in his motion in behalf of Captaia 

Blair, &c. -— 99^ 

Gafcoyne, Mr. oppofes the petition of 
the African Company tjo 

Genersi Faft, day appointed for one 

79 
Germaine, Lord George, rifes to ex- 
plain foitie queftions relative to the 
ftate of the armament 43 

— .— -^ his remarks on the houfe .of 
'Bourbon's affiftix^ America 44 
• tMcs. in defence oif General 



Howe's prochpiation in America 

— ^.^ prcfcnts the American high 
treaion bill ■ *— ij6 

— endeavouraL.to juftify hithlclf 

in the affair of Capt. Blair 300 

Ger- 
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Gennatne, Lord George, receives a 
memorial from Capt. Blafr 305 

* receives another letter from 
the (ame perfoii ( See Bhir ) 309 

Glynn, Mr. Serjeant, oppofes the 
iiifpeniion of the Habeas Corpus 
aa — 233 

■ ihews Its fetal confequences 

Granby, Marquis of, feconds Lord J. 

Cavendiili in oppofing an addrefs 

to the King — ** 10 

Habeas Corpus aft fufpendcd iri the 

American high treafon bill 165 
the Houfe in a committee on 

the fufpejifion of that aft 230 

Hartley, Mr. W. drew a very mourn- 

ftil pifture of this country in its 

prefeotftate -~ 7» 

Hatton, Mr. feconds Mr. Neville's 

motion for^an addrefs tp the King 

S 
Beibert, Mr. C; oppofes the reading 

ofCapt. Blair's petition 302 

High treafon bill, American, notice 

given by tord Nortli of its fpeedy 

• appearance -^ 151 
— ■ prefented by Lord George 

GerwHiine — • 156 

i^- I ■ Lord Mayor, &c. of Lon- 
<ion petition againil it 23 j 

Howe, tx>rd and Gen. their declara- 
tion in America 49 

Johnftone, Governor, fcverely ar- 
raigns, the conduft of jidnruniftra- 
tion — 10 

■■ aiTerts the conqueft of Long 

Ifland to be no matter of trhimph 

II 

-*■<*— — urges the danger of a war 
with France and Spain ibid. 

- eonfidrrs the m inifter *s fpeec h 



as a compound of hypocrify ibid. 

his opinion of American in- 
dependency — la 

— - — oppofes the American high 
treafon bil4 — 173 

^— — rifes in behalfof Capt. Blair 
and Dr. Charles. Irving ^80 



Johnftone, Gov, ftates the hard cafe 
of thoie two gentlemen s8o 

■"- confiders the right of Englifti- 

men to fettle ob the Mufqnitor 
fhore — -^ 484 

■ ■ — anfwers L6rd North concern- 
ing the affair of the Morning Star 

*9S 
Johnilone, John, Efo. opposes the 

' American high trealon hilt 1 56^ 

-— — argues againft it onth^fecond 
reading 164 

— *— laments the miferable, de- 
graded, and humiliated fiate of this 
countiy %t)i 

Irving, Dr. Charles, his cafe as re- 
preiented by Gov. Johnftone (See 
Blair) ^ ftSO 

Keith, SirBafil, letter of Capt. Blair 
to —*— 304 

Keppd, Admiral, reprefents the ex- 
treme difagreeabie appearance of 
public affairs — • 4^ 

Kings's fpeech on the opening of the 
third feifion of the fourteenth Rir- 
liament i 

-?- Mr. Neville moves for an ad- 
drefs of thanks for the fpeects 6 

-^^ — ^ Mr. Hatton feconds the mo- 
tion — 8 

— — oppofed by Lojcd J, Caven- 
di(h. ■■ ' ibid. 

feconded by the Marquis of 

Granb)- — — 10 

— — dbv. Johnftone remarks on 
the fubfiance of the fpeech 1 1 

^— Mr. Neville's motion approv- 
ed of by Mr. Wombwell and op- 
pofed by Mr. Wilkes iz 

< — the addrefs oppofed by the 

Hon. T. Luttrell — j8 

■ -Sir H. Mackworth in favour 

of the motion ' — - 26 

Mr, T.Townlhend feverc on 

adminiftration — ibid. 

— — Lord North fupports the mo- 
tion 33 

'■ ' * ■' ■ CoU Barr6 calls upon Lord 

Nonh 
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/North to atkfwer an important quef- 
tion —— 36 

King, addreis tOi Lord North an* 
fwers it, and Col. Barrc refumes 
his fpcech — 37 

Admiral Keppcl laments the 

fituation of gur affairs ^ 4ft 

■■ ■ ' ■ Lord G, Germainc endea- 
vour! to vindicate the oieafures of _ 
government — : — .43 

■> ■■' , 1 Mr. Foflc oppofes the addr^ft 

. . 44 
— -— as does Gen. Conway 47 

* ■ ' the addrcfe voted by a great 
majority ibid. 

-p— — • copy of the addreft ibid. 

■ J I — anlWer thereto 48 
Lamb, David, f«rveyor, Ms dcpofi- 

tion in the afiair of Capt. Blair 3 1 9 

land-tax fettled — 73 

L«tter» of nwrijuc, bill paffed for 
grapting them — 151 

Liattrell, Hon, Temple^ opposes the 
miniftcrial addr efs tp the King 1 8 

*»f ■ alludes to a .cuftom among 
the ancient Perfians ' ibid. 

— and to the wifdom cf Agefi- 

laus, king of v>parta 19 

laments the Houfe having fup- 

ported fuch defperate itte?if^res 9,0 

■■■■■ ■ ■ relates the.hiftory of the ran- 
corous and bloody war oi the Bo- 
hemians ---— zi 

m m — -Ibews the caiifp of our prefent 
decrcafe of natives . 43 

* i i ' ■■ — confiders Ireland as an op- 

prcifed country — 24 

^, fevere farcafm, on the firft 

commiflioner of the admiralty 25 
m infids that the Americans do 

not fight for independency ibid. 

■ !'■ — accufes adnimiftration of falfe- 

ly Hating the force of our navy 66 

■ ■ ■ feverely cenfures the firft lord 
of the admiralty — 67 

— — fupports the right of fre^edom 
of fpeech in the Houfe 68 

» ■ ■ attacks Lord iVJulgrave on his 
defence of Lord Sandwich jq 



Lamrell, Hon. Temple^ make^amp^ 
tipn for an inquiiy into the fiaXo 
of the navy — 71 

— fpeaki with great afpemy 

againft the fufpenfion of the Ha- 
beas Corpi^s ad <f<- ftij' 
ia- 



' accufes the minifter of pufilJj 



nimity in the affair of the Moroiog 
Star — — . ft9& 

fevere on the minifler's.bliin* 

ders and miftakes — - 2^9 

doubts whether Lord North 



knevvr that any fuch fettle^nents as 
thofe on the Mufqwito fliore ever 

' exited \_— ibid. 

Luttrell, CdoaeU thinks the fufpea* 
fiom of the Habeas Corpus ad ne- 
ceiTary at this time zr^ 

Luttrell, Hon. James, opppies tLg 
fuipenfioii of the Habeas Corpus 
ad — ^ 253 

expatiates on the unhappy 

iituation of the Americant 254 

——- ni— denies the Hpufe having any 
right to tax the colonies *J J 

- con ii ders the prei^nt mioiiliy . 



as dangerous iervants to the flate 

-4 — — reprefents the pretjosded deli- 
cacy of treating with the Congreis 
. as an iqapoiCltion upon n^ankiiid 

[^ " his grand objedt, pegce and 
commerce with America 258 

Mackworth, Sir Herbert, profelfes 
himfelftobean independent coun* 
try gentleman — Jt6 

— - againft Anierican taxation, 



biit votes with adminiftration, ibid. 

Malt duty agreed to without any de- 
bate 76 

Memorial prefcnted by Capt. Blair 
to Lord George Gcrmaine (Sec 
Blair) 305 

Miller, David, mafter of the (loop 
Morning Star, copy of his proteu 

3^4, 
Money didributed for extraordinary 

expeiifes- 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 



elpenfes in military fcrvices for 

»776 ^ . 174 

Morning Star, a ihip belonging to 
Capt. Blair, Bcc^ ftizcd by the 
Spaniards — — a^a 

Morton, Mr. fpeaks to the bill for the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
aft 433 

Motion made by Mr. Neville to ad- 
drefs his Majefty on his fpeech 
from the throne ~ 6 

■■ carried on a divifion 47 

— by Lord J. Cavendiflt for re- 
vifing the laws relative to America 

■ ■ ' rcjeded on a divifion 66 

-^ — byMr. BuUcr for 45,000 fea- 

^ men — ^ ibid. 

— — agi^edto -*^-* 71 

— by Mr. Luttrcll for an inquiry 
into the date of the navy ibid. 

— ^— rcje^ed without a divifion 73 

— — made by Eirl Nugent, and a- 

; greed to, in behalf of the African 

Company — — i Jo 

^-— made by Gov.Johnftorie to 

read a petitioQ tronn Capt. Biair, 

3cc. i ""''*■ *9* 

•— — rejc6ted without atdividon 30* 

Moyfey, Mr. fpeaks on the fufpenuon 

of the Habeas Corpus a6t 232 

Mulgrave, Lord^ reprefents Lord 

Sandwich as the beft naval com- 

miilioner England ever knew^ for 

capacity and merit 69 

Mufquito fliore, hiftdry of the Britiih 

fettlements there, by Bryan Ed- 

' wards, £iq. of Jamaica ' 3a8 

•— — the right of Great Britain ta 

the dominion of that country 

(iated 3*9 

■ - fetenth article of the famous 

•' American treaty figned at Madrid 

-' ■ ' 330 

fubmiffioQ of the Mufquito 



king to the Britifli fovcreignty 331 

tle- 



• account of the Englilh fetth 
mcnts in this country ^^^ 



Mufquito flioi*e, its produce and fcf -» 

tility , 33a 

its number of inhabitants 3^ j 

— rivers, capes^ &c» ibid. 

' ' the number of Indians greait- 

ly reduced by the fmall-pox 334 
— — r^the Samboes of Afiticaii cx- 

tradtton —— — ibid, 

———employment of the Britiih 

fettlcrs — 2(3$ 

■ ■ the defertion of this country 

confidered as impolitic ^d extra-^ 
ordinary ■ ■■■ 3^6 

■' • ■' " '■ as valuable as Gibraltar it- 
fclf 337 

Navy, reiblutions for the ordinary of 

79 
Neville, Mr. moves for an addrefe to 
the King on his fpeech at the open- 
ing of the feffion — 6 

■ fubftance of that addr^s 7^ 
Newhaven, Lord, fpeaks on the army 

extraprdinaries ay^ 

North, Lord, rifes to anfwer fome 
queitiops ftkted by Mr. Townihend'* 

33 

— — — infifis that no member keep^' 

his^^^^ longer than himfelf 34 

■ ' ■ endeavours to juftifv the fpeech * 

from the throne againu the mem- 
bers who attack it ibid. ' 

— denies having ftuSed the fpeech 

with wit, humour, && 3S 

' ' " ' ' declares it his wiih to bring mat- 

ters to a fpeedv'condufion with as 

little bloodihed as pofEble ^6* 

-«-« anfwers to a queftion put to him 
by Col. Barre — n 37 

-*-~-^ confelTes he is no prophet 41 

— — oppofes the motion tor the re- 
vifal of the a£ts relative to America 

s» 

-—-^ rifes to defend the charaderof 
Lord Sandwich — 70 

■ ■■ ■ recommends thte reading of the 
Africati Company's petition 149 

gives notice of bringing in the 

American high treaion bill 1^1 
North, 
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^l^r(h/£br(f,>pi*eifeQt8 the convention 
bet^ieeti hU Majeffy and the Land- 
graVtbf HcflcCaffcl ♦ itz 

-*^i— fiippof*t» the above Mil oii tine 
iecobd reading — 171 

*— ^attfwtrs fortie charges ftarted 

* againft adrntntfratibn I'jz 
I ' ^ ' ^ argnes thenecotlity of,fufpend- 

tng the 'Hf^asCorpus a^-ibr a li- 
mited time — * • 2^i 

— — ^ denies any intention of increaf- 
ing Ihe power bf ^he croMm ' 1160 

^ — - fpeaks in defence of the «rmy 

extraordinary^ -*- i^j 

• .— * fepUes td^Cdlonel Barr6 on the 

fiimefubje^ *«► '277 

*^-^'fj>ejlk8 ^tf Weace of 4he rum 
'^nlra^ ' — • 278 

hz — oppofes 60V. Iol|nftotie*8 mo-' 
^ tKMi 4a behiAf offiCiipt. Blair, See. 

' 'r— ■ regies td Mr. Fox on the iarae 

'MbjeA -' -i-i*— ' «97 

f*^— answers the H6a«T. Luttreil on 

the fike topic ' < — S09 • 

K«g<}nty Enrif riSfes 10 favour of the 

r, African company 1 50 

PalrtM^ftbtfe, Loi^ dc^dsthecha- 

ra6ter of* Lord Sandwich and the 

]3iWifeflt4»Qarctof^ttiira]ty 70 

Pa^rs, authentic^ being cftimatcs of 

€^nrfes in- North America before 

the ArdCttkt Wgf (See Eftimates) 

7act«»l>n^ €oL psft^ttcmlars of the in- 

■itervtew betwcwi *r?rti and /General 

• >Waftliii(|gt0ii' «^ ' 37 
Sttition ifrom the Afriican coinpany 

offered to-the-Houfe '- 149- 

' — i-*r^fttAAfheconferVators/of the- 

Great^^ycl irftbe Fens * 1J7 
•' ■ " ■' --ol the^ Lord Mayor^ &c. -of 

London^ agaitid thfe Mpeofion oi 

tbe Habeas Corpus lndt ^3 j 

-•i*:-^ofCapt. Btairatid Dr. Irving 

riat^ Ebeneeet^ Smifty his 4ia»l caib 
"^ repiheifeiiteji^y Mt. Wilkes tui - 
tVoL; V. .: . . . • ^ . 



Powys, Mr. oppdS^s the fu^jpi'nfiQn of 
the Habea^ Cdrpus a^ 133 

■ "I ' V moves for a claufe ^o be 
added to the Habeas Corpus aft 

" ■■ < > to w^ich Lord North confents^ 
and was agreed to by (Ate Houfe 

4Wd. 

»■ takes a further view erf .^e evil 
tendency oTthis bill - 437 

•Recapituiation of the fafts cocftaioed 
in the papers concerning the^ilffair 
. of the floop Mi^niog Scar 323 

Reibl«tioD8 for fuoplies -« tj 

■ t ■■ ^ ' : — b agreed towithootany ae« 
bate --— i j6 

■■ » 1 11 jitagaly 'jcnterfc therdon 
.J ibid. 

■■ • ' • "^ ' fl" for the ordinary of the 

79 

> of ^the eonpmittee i«l«iive 



navy 



to the fettdiiig lumber to the Weft' 

• Indies ■ * • '• '.— i^' • #^4 
Rigby, lUght'Boa. R. fiacerel/ 

'Wiflies for the general fufpeofion 

. 6i the Habeas Corpus a^--— ^48 

Rous, Mr. enters into an abftraft 

difeout&^othe-natut^ of eivll go- 

• vernmetit -;— ' 6z 
•>*»^- is agiaitift making oHe-ebnde^ 

ibendiivg §bep to make np American 

Indifferences - — 4bkl. 

Rtimbold; Mr. prefents a petition' 

jrellitive to the Shafteibitry ele^ton 

• .• \"' 1 • ■ ' - ._ " ••76 

SaVile, Sir ^Jeorge^ ofiei*s t petitton 

refpedlng'the^Shaftelbiiry eloftion 

76 

-ii— th6 petiflo'n brought up -and 

read • :..^~- • i 77 

— " fpeaks to the American high 

trcafonbiU — ^ ••66 

Sbaftetfj^iryeledion,' a petition from 

Thomas Rumboid, £fq. offered by 

Sir George- ^avHe ■- • - -76 

■ ■■■■ ■- ■ oppofed. by Mr. GrdnviHe 

ami Mri l*owytf *— 77 

A a » Shaftelbury 
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Sliafteiburjr de^Skm,' the petition 
broughtup and read - 77 

i^< i ■ " a morion made thereupon, 
and Mr. RumboIdV petition grant- 
ed 78 

m — Mr. Sykes^a petition pte- 

fented and read loid. 

■ Ml. the fubilance of the peti- 

tion granted — . 79 



Speech (See King's fpeech) 
^nd, Frederick, maiiner on board the 
' Morning Star, his depofition i0 the 
. r affair of Capt. BJair 310 

Sykes- Mr. prefentt a petition ne- 
lative c6 the. Sfaaftefbury eie&ion 

Toii^nfliendt Rigfit Hon. T. calls 
one^of the paragraphs in theini- 
mfter's fpeeckf jan humorous 4Xie 

a6 

,.i M I ■dapttte^tfae.nainiflcr^siogic 

. »7 
J » » ^ accufes adminiftration of 
. . triiisig acd joking with the HouT&f 
' ; . ibid. 

.- > ■> " " ' H ■ a<ks the miojftry a few. 
quefliotis --— 48 

'■* 's'j- ■ — inquires ittfo the ftatc of. 

the navy a9 : 

--■' "* ■' ■ ■■ ■ giv^ii a diia^reea^Ie view 
oftheOateof thenarion 30 : 

.: ■ fupport8 the charaftcr of 

Gen. Clinton* ; — 3' 

wi(bcB tlie Scotch peerage 



upon a much better footing 33 

^,i .« i^i. . . . inpportg the iDotioil for 

f ait inquiry into the (late of the 

/ • navy' * -— -. j% 

I ff ii. I 11 ■ ■ ,. fpefak« againft. the fufpen- 

fion of tbe.-H;rbca8 Corpus aft 

i. ' -J : ■ . \ .. 23* 

< '.■ renainds the Houfe of the . 

M . m^prc^edent^ power they were 
giving to the cro^'n *S9 

. ■ attacks Mr* Wcdderburne 

! ^ ft66 

■ ■ ' »>■■ rifes in defence of the pe- 

'. , titiflu^rom^pt. Blair 301 



Townfiiend, Right Hon. T. accufd 
Lord Nonh of grols ignorance 

30» 

Trtnflation of a convention between 
his Majcfty and the Landgrave of 
HefleCaflbl — — ij» 

Vyner, Mr. fpeaks 00 the African 
' company's petition — 150 

■ n . ■■. - and on the Aoaerican high 
treafon bill . — .2C9 

Wallace, Mr. fpeaks in favour of the 
fufpeofion of the Habeas C<»-pus 
aft — — 233 

Wa(hin||^ny Gen. particulars of the 
interview between hkn and Col. 
Patterfon 37 

Wedderbume, Mr« rifes in fupport of 

Gen. Howe's declaration in A^ie- 

rka,(fc«X9i) $6 

M I ipeaks in defeoee of lul- 

. spending the Habeas Corpus aft 

i m 

■■ makes fome obfervatioos 

on Mr. Fdx*s fntelUgenee a6s 
attacks Mr. Fox a6$ 



Weymouth, Lord, Capt. Blair's let- 
ter to — 211 

■ ■ ■ receives another letter from 

the fame hand 313 

Wilkes, Mr. q>pofes preft-warrants 



— iniiils that the affair <tf Loag 

Ifland was mifrepreCeoted 13 

■> ■ condemns government wt 

their difputes with-Aiperica ibid. 

■■■ — coofiders finceiity as prefer* 
able toipoliflied perioids in Ian* 
giwgc — !— 14 

*-^-^-«- animadverts on fome parts of 
the King's fpeech — i J 

-7 rconfiders the American war 

a« favage and piratical 16 

— — denies the very idea of unani- 
mity at home — 17 
■ advifes to recall our forces, 

. and repeal particular afts 18 

— — — nfts to om0fe the fufpeofioo 

of the Habeaa Corpus aA a4i 

Wilkc5, 
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Witkes, Mn complams of the enor- 
mous power of the crown b/^% 

«— — ^ confiders the fatal efie&s pf 
the bill *43 

■ii — fiates the cafe of Ebenezer 
Smith Plat — 244 

American meafures carried 

t OR with indecent rage and extrava* 
gantraaddefs „ — 245 

m^m.mm — confidcrs the tenour of the 

fecond ena^ng claufe ^46 

■ ' attacks the Solicitor General 

«47 



Wiirnoty Mr. laments die .preient 
horrid fituatioB of America ijc 

Wombwell, Mr. cenfures the Ame« 
ricans as a bragging, cowardly ban* 

ditti . 1% 

-, ■■■,. . defends the public and 
private viitues of Lord Sandwich 

69 

YongCi Sir George, approves of put* 
ting the coOntry in a ilate of d6> 
fence, but laments the ruinous fy& 
tern of the American war 66 
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